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ECONOMY VS. HOLLYWOOD 





53 Femme P. A.’s Prove S. A. an Asset: 


Pot to Two Who Own Mink Coats’ 


Sa 





BY JOHN HURLEY 


Easy going trade of press agentry 
has attracted at least 53 women to its 
ranks. This number represents an 


important part of the total number 
of publicists of both sexes in N. Y., 
and is continuously increasing. Ap- 
pearance on the scene of S.A. p.a.’s 
numbers is compara- 
But the reasons for it 


in noticeable 
tively new. 
aren't. 

On analysis, the attraction is gen- 
erally a reversion to the eternal 
feminine, although the girls do not 
like to think so. It is about the only 
calling in which girls can combine 
their various activitles—and maybe 
they don’t! 

First of all, the cough is good—at 
any rate for a femme, far above that 
of other fields, although still compar- 
ing unfavorably to that of male con- 
temporaries in most cases. While ma- 
jority possesses brains enough to sell 
services on a _ strictly legit scale, 
many use the S.A, plant to some ex- 
tent. Looks do not hurt. This is 
borne out further in the snappy girl 
Tunners, contacters, et al. which 
a few of the boys hire for the twist 
they can’t execute themselves. Men 
on receiving end do not keep girls 
waiting as long and the reception to 
a femme is a more patient and kind- 
ly one for obvious reasons. 

Girls on the hunt for news which 

(Continued on page 55) 


N. Y.’s St. Moritz, 
The Radio City Ice 
Rink, Grosses $5,000 


Radio 
most St. 





City’s ice skatery, N. Y.’s 
Moritzy spot, 
On the vogue for outdoor winter 
Sports this season. Estimated that 
the skating rink, located on the 
lower terrace at rear of RCA build- 








is cashing in | 


ing, is grossing close to $5,000 weekly | 


with two cafes adjoining it on the 
Same level taking in more thar that 


amount from the skating crowd. | 
Actual attendance may not exceed 


3.750 per week 
Private parties 


but revenue from 
brings up the figure. 


Fashionable set and socialites also | 


are soing for the Radio City rink. 
Elsa Maxwell recently held private 
Skating party and so did Horace 
Heidi's band, Fee is $50 per hour, 
starting at 11 p.m. 
Skating is divided 


into four ses- 


sions. Morning session runs 10:30 to 
1pm. There also is one in the after- 
noon and another from 5:30 to 7:30. 


Night skating 


program from 


8:30 unt } 11 o'clock 


unti ck. 
Rockefeller 


the 


runs 


interests have leased 


rink - e . “ch 
mink as a concession to the Union 


“yews €o., which also has the two 
Cates adjoining as well as the Gate- 
- restaurants in the project. 
‘vusn the skating spot is operated 
to Day its own way at 99c per head, 
ondhgre for skates (if one doesn't 
~ 1g his own), ft is a terrific biz 
‘ilder for the restaurants, both for 
4U9r and food. 


i 





Exercise Enough 


Lambs Clubber, slated for a 
Baltimore tryout with a new 
legit, was curious about where 
to stop, where to eat, ete. 
while in Balto, and, ‘Oh, yes, 
where is the athletic club? 
Gotta keep in trim you know.’ 

Company manager told him: 
‘You'll get enough = exercise 
over-acting.’ 











CHT THEATRES 


PAYOFF IN 
EATS 


Chicago, March 1, 

Free dinners are the payoffs to a 
five-act bill going into the Warner 
Bros. Stratford for a Wednesday 
night, as arranged by Morris Silver 
and Charlie Hogan. 

Burning the acts is the across-the- 
street Englewood, which is also run- 
ning a vaude night and is paying $5 
a person. Acts state that while it’s 
a small fee, it’s at least a payoff in 
actual cash which gives ’em enough 
to pay for their baggage and transpor- 
tation and leaves a little in addition. 

Also, Silver is going to the agents 
to ask them not to submit any acts 


for the Englewood booking. Both 
acts and agents are readying to re- 


volt against this Silver-Hogan try- 
out system and will refuse to co- 
operate with them in giving the 


Warner Bros, house a show for soup 
and lamb stew. 


MILK AS PEP-GIVER 
FOR BiG APPLERS 


a OF 





Charlotte, . March 1 
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BIGGEST 
OBLEM NOW 


r An Detroit 


+ 








Association of Ideas 


Reader of this publication 
claims a request for a copy at 
a newsstand brought the fol- 
lowing response from the girl 
behind the counter: 

‘This week's VARIETY is not 
in yet; could I interest you in 
a copy of ‘Better English’?’ 


Tough Summer or Contin- 
uance of Automobile and 
Gasoline Curtailments| 
Thought Sure to Affect) 
Film Colony as Radio 
Program Center 


rasrscNone> COT SUN. NIGHT 











Tycoons Cancel Home-Made 
Operetta Ribbing the Administration 





Hollywood’s place in the radio ord 
next fall will be partly 


; é l be ; ietermined 
by the current ‘recession’ and how | PIX SCALE TO 
bad or how good general business 
conditions are this summer. If the| 


present tendencies in certain lines, 
Minneapolis, March 1. 


notably automobiles and gasolines, 

continues, a spread of an 

psychology among sponsors | 

probably react against Hollywood as} 

a point of radio program origination. | 
In order to combat the strong ra- 
| dio opposition Sunday nights, Twin 
City independent neighborhood ex- 
| hibitors, members of Northwest Al- 
|lied States, are considering a pro- 


For—fairly or unfairly—the idea is 
pretty generally accepted among 
|posal to reduce evening admission 
It has been 


sponsors in the east that Hollywood |} 
radio costs more than eastern radio. 
A trend away from high cost guest 
stars, and/or high program produc- 

|suggested that present evening ad- 

| mission prices apply to the matinees 

and that the afternoon bargain scale 

| be adopted for nights. Sunday mat- 





economy 
will} 


tion costs generally, will mean a re- 
treat from Hollywood. 

Although the most-asked and least- 
answered question in the east is the 
status of Hollywood next season 

aetiantanien on page 32) 


|grams being blamed for the Sunday 


Boycotting Cain’ S }evening box-office collapse. 


a neg | Prior to the vogue of the Jack 
ochester, N. Y., March 1. Jenny, Ford concerts, et al, on the 




















jthe supreme 


| 


| nificance, 


| gretted’ 


inee biz has been running ahead of 
night trade, the evening ether pro- | 
further either 


ry Huftle, 65, playing ‘Uncle iir, Sunday nights, along with Sat- 
Tom's Cabin’ in schools around urdays, brought the week’s biggest 
los dee can “Pauer ae “-- ron ‘ soe trade. Some of the exhibs now feel | 
of the olc om’ shows > has beer 

avi ~ a. aera H Has Ye" that switching afternoon and night 
playing it for more than 50 years, ROL ight lure , fr’ I > 
: aio a ; ; : prices might lure many from home. 
appearing in opry houses, barns, aoe 
town halls and under canvas. ? 

It is a family affair with Huftle GOLDWYN § PERSHING 





and he puts on the show with as fev 
as five people and the family 
Huftle is Simon Legree and Phinesa 
Fletcher, the hunter; his son Thomas | 
plays Uncle Tom and Marks, the 
lawyer; his wife takes the part of 


pups 


FILM FROM HIS BIOG 


Hollywood, March 1 
Samuel Goldwyn is negotiating for 


. : 
Topsy and fills in as needed; three the biography of General Pershing 
daughters have played Little Eva. as basis for picture. The War Dept. 
| and grown up for Cassie, Emmeline pledged to aid the producer if 


Program Director Charles Critch- 
field, on WBT, has started a cam-|! 
paign on the station’s midnight dance 
program to get people to drink more 
milk at dances. Got idea after at- 
tending a Davidson college dance—a 
Presbyterian institution that is 
stricter han strict about intoxicants— 
and seeing students with their girls 


strolling about the dance _ floor 
sipping milk from bottles 

Midnight program asks. recruits 
for the “Drink Miik at Dances.’ Col- 


fegians are especially encouraged to 


join. Enrollment blanks are sent to 
all who request them Members 
pledge to drink milk at dances. 
Announcers add to their spiel a 
song and dance about how milk 


quickly replaces the energy used up 
in strenuous dances like the recent 
Big Apple and 


shape for the 


leave participants in 


better next morning's 


’ 
classes, or work 


and others. Grandson then took the syeee ful in his deal 
part of Eva until his feet 

Huftle is 
show out 


with the gen- 
Gary Cooper would 


A.E.F, commander. Studio 


got too big.) eral’s family 
planning to take the! play the 


under canvas avain th x 











: General Pershing specified 
year, Cooper for th le 
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Detroit, March 1. 
After getting into hot water on its 
‘lantern lecture,’ the Fine Arts So- 
ciety here, non-pro org of Detroit 


actors, actresses, musicians, com- 
posers, et al, has called off its 
operetta, tagged ‘I Love Thy Rocks,’ 
skedded for production this month. 

Operetta, based on the ‘mighty 
papa’ of an imaginary land, although 
making no direct reference to Presi- 
dent Roosevelt, was given its book 
by Lee Anderson, prez of the Lee 
Anderson agency (Chrysler), while 
the music is by banker Raymond A, 
Jacobs. 

Cast of 60 had already been work- 
ing two weeks on the two-act play, 
which was laid in 
court of a mythical 
country ruled by a monarch, obvi- 
yuusly drawn as a caricature of 
toosevelt. However, Society’s board 
of governors, who penned a personal 
note to members and cast calling off 
operetta, asserted that it wasn’t 
dropped because of political sig- 
but ‘because we believe it 
sacrilegious because of a _ chant, 
paraphasing the Lord’s Prayer, con- 
tained in the second act.’ 

The note to members also ‘re- 
the fecturer in society’s re- 


one scene of 


cent ‘lantern lecture’ made ‘rather 
offensive and suggective’ com- 
mentaries in referring to Diego 


Rivera murals in Detroit Art Insti- 
tute. Murals were bankrolled by 
Edsel Ford, prez Ford Motor Co. 
Aside from the personal note, the 
society’s governors refused to ex. 
episode, 


Breen p. A’s $ in 1 Lobby 
To SRO When Barred 
From Stage Booking 


—_—__—— 


Buffalo, March 1. 


| 
Bobby Breen, here for personal ap- 


pearances, was held off stage of Cen- 
tury by the Children’s Aid Society. 
RKO publicity ribbers, however, 
framed up reception in the theatre 
lobby for kids which drew overflow 
crowd, 

The personal got first 
ention which 


rate news- 
shared 
acted ag 


sreen 
ter, Sally, who 


It’s a Riot When Snow 
Comes to Miami Beach 


Miami Beach, March 1 
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JACK WARNER'S CURE FOR 





DON'T CUT COSTS; NEED BETTER FILMS... 


| there to entertain the boys and also catch a preview of a new play, ‘T 


When the Opposition Gets Tougher, It Brings tinal 
the Best in Production and Selling—lIt’s Not the 
First Time the B.O. Gait Has Slipped 


By JOHN C. FLINN price for s e month 1 come 
Hollywood. March 1. They have been tied up by engage- 
Jack L. Warne: the only cure | ments 1 advance 
for box office jitter which thes ‘What's the alternative’ Concen- 
ast two months are registering o tration on other showmanship qual- 
the Hollywood §ss¢ tie uction. This means more 
distant eastern and itensive search for story 
cities, is harde: . Lily 11 pre 
more showmanship listribution | ¢ re painstaking planning 
end more enterprise and exploita- {for its mounting. 
tion in exhibition. This, decidedly, ‘I am talking, of course, in general 


is not the moment for cultailment in| terms. In our own plant where we 
production, he says. Real progress are making a program of 50 pictures 
in the amusement business always is Yearly. I am satisfied we have pro- 
corn in periods which challenge cre- tected ourselves with all reasonable 
ators of entertainmen:. The time to foresight. But that is not enough. 
is | We, and all the other studios, strive 


worry is when mediocre output 

accepted as the genuine article. senstantiy to improve our resources 
‘This isn’t the first nor the tenth in story material and personallt 

time within my experience when |The element which intrigue 


lipped | most in the present situation Is ths it 
‘There’s the best work and most earnest e 
a sure way to bring them back. Bet- fort have a chance to come tadoush 
ter pictures, better selling and bet- and stand out. 
ter exhibiting. And so far as I know ‘General business 
it’s the only way. a direct bearing on 

‘I never had more faith in the | Good times in themselves, 
freatness of the picture business | never made a picture a success, 


the theatre receipts have 
downward,’ Warner said 


conditions 

theatre 
however, | 
and 


have 


than than at 3i-sent,’ he continued. | bad times never kept a good at- | 
‘This is nut a s.cte of mind produced traction from a handsome profit. | 
by refusing to recognize the difficul- |Every showman knows these facts to | 
ties which lie ahead, but is a convic- | be true, but the tendency is to let 
tion based on practical experience. up and coast a little when general 
All around us in the production field | business is good. I know no one in 


Hollywood today who is_ kidding 
himself that this is a time to slow up. 
in Propertion to Effert 


men are tackling their jobs with 
more determination and eagerness. 
We are approaching a period of 
change and transition. The going is ‘In front of the entire industry now 
getting tougher, the competition | are new problems, somewhat com- | 
keener and the fight to maintain a plicated by business uncertainty in 
top position is harder every week. | other lines. The point I make is that 
From the viewpoint of operating a | our own business will come through | 
big studio, that’s the healthiest psy- | in exact proportion to the extra ef- 
cholegical condition which can be/ fort expended by everyone engaged 
created. Resistance brings cut the | in all branches. 
best from creative talent. ‘We can feel singularly grateful 
Just Don’t Jeil that our business is not beset and 
‘Nearly everyone connected with | surrounded by Governmental regu- 
film producing is sitting up nights | lations, restrictions and limitations. 
worrying about the high costs and | The industry has its freedom, not 
wondering what can be done to cut | only because it deserves it, but be- 
expense and retain quality. The an-|cause it fights constantly to pre- 
swer is that the two things just don’t | serve it. Let no one underestimate 
go together. We are in the middle | the importance of this phase. Jointly, 


of a high production cost period|all branches have the means, if 
right now due to innumerable causes, | wisely directed, to cooperatively 


most of which are beyond our con- | adjust all intra-industry disputes. 
trol. Don’t misunderstand me. I am | Some of these currently are demand- 
@s much concerned as anyone about | ing major attention. 
costs, but I know that good pictures; ‘Trends in picture making? That’s 
cannot be produced by spending less, | hard to analyze. Making 50 pictures 
but more. Even with the most vigor-|a year kept us all hustling around 
ous supervision and planning in our | here. In a program that big there 
own studio, we are exceeding budg- | must be all kinds and varieties of 
ets. The vital thing is that the pic- | subjects. 
tures shall be well made to the ut- | we make certain it is the best we 
most of our ability. can find. Then we give it the works 
‘Film business is and make it the best we know how. 
Warner declared. ‘It consists of pro- | Ive heard of other rules but never 
ducing, distributing and exhibiting. | knew in show business a substitute 
One or two branches cannot prosper , for careful decision ard enthusiattic 
at the expense of the third. What | execution. And that goes for selling 
concerns one division is of equal con- | and exhibiting, too.’ 
cern to the others. The thing must 


be made to synchronize. The lubri- | 

cant is mutual confidence. | SAILINGS 
‘Therefore, I say, that faith in the March 30 (New York to London). 

business, if reflected by good product Derrick de Marney (Normandie), 

from the studios, must also be ex- March 2 (London to New York). 

pressed by equal skill in distributing | Joe Friedman (Queen Mary). 

cad exhibitins. Every large selling | March 2 (New York to London). 

organization right now is being put | Percy Burton (Normandie). 

to a most severe test. The boys in | March 2 (New York to Genoa), Mr. 

the film exchanges (and I had my and Mrs. Lynn Farnol, Mr. and Mrs. 

siart in the business in one of them) Jerome Beatty (Conte di Savoia). 


triple-geared,’ 





..uct live with a picture a long time. | March 2 (Los Angeles to Mel- 
‘acit’s is a tough job, but sometimes bourne), Ross Pierre, Moroni and 
I think it i- th> most satisfying end | Corella, Cook and Brown (Mon- 
of the business. They get the kick | terey). 

from the box office return, they see! Feb. 25 (South American cruise). 


B. 0. JITTERS, 





Americanizing Shaw 


London, Feb. 24 
Gabriel Pascal and _ Leslie 
Howard, due to film George 











groses, ~ 


| since 


sales, 


Whatever story we select | 


Bernard Shaw’s ‘Pygmalion’ at 
Pinewood March 7, have set 
their minds on a pro- 
duction to take the floo: 


diately on 


second 
imme- 
completion of the 
named Second 
cript is untitled, but has 
caught the fancy of both prin- 
cipals and will be readied at 


production 


once, 
‘Pygmalion’ is reported being 
shot in two versions, script 
being gone over for words and 
phrases likely to be unfamiliar 


to American ears, with § se- 
quences being re-shot where 
dialog for the U. S. version va- 


ries from that of the original. 





| There are 


| Who knows’ 
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WORST IN 18 
MONTHS 


Washington, March 1. 
Theatre grosses fell with thud in 
December, with year-end business 


| the poorest in more than 18 months, 


Treasury department § statistics 


} showed last week. 


Reflecting exhibs’ wounds from 
the general economic setback, In- 
ternal Revenue Bureau 
summary spotlighted the first drop 
early summer in receipts from 
the 10° admission levy during Janu- 
ary. Based on December ticket 
Government take was but $1,- 
353,415, the smallest sum since May, 
1936. 

The January payment into the 
Federal coffers was $152,261 under 
the sum for the same month a year 
ago. This is the first time since No- 
vember, 1936, and only the second 
time in over two years that the Gov- 
ernment haul has been under the 
prior vear. 

Rapidity with which the slump hit 
theatres was shown clearly by the 
$936,612 drop from the Government’s 
December receipts. By far the worst 
blow since recovery set in, much 
greater than the usual seasonal de- 
cline. In January, 1937, the Treas- 
ury’s share of amusement receipts 
was off $688.908 from the prior 
month and in January, 1935, the dif- 
ference was a minus $295,365. 


McGuire Going Goldwyn? 





Hollywood, March 1. 

Declining to renew his 30-day cp- 
tion clause with Metro, William 
Anthony McGuire is reported leav- 
ing the lot after completing ‘Girl 
of the Golden West.’ 

Understood to be on a flirt with 
Sam Goldwyn for a producers’ al- 
liance with the United Artists group. 





| ARRIVALS 


Phil Rich, David Bader, Harriett 
Hutchins, Charles Embler, Harry 
Burns, George Pal, Graziella 


| Parraga, A. A. Schecter, Mr. and Mrs. 
Arthur Kudner, Phil Reisman, Mrs. 
Louis B. Mayer, Robert E. Sherwood, 


monthly | 











directly the results in public attend- | Mr. and Mrs. Joseph D. Benson,' Harry Kalmine. Eugene W. Castle 
ance created by good advertising and Mr.and Mrs. Harry Rubin (Pilsud- | Harry Rapf, Madge Elliott Soe 
promotion. They are in the midst of | ski). Petroff. , 
an unending battle for playdates and | 
exhibitor time. There’s never a dull 
moment for the distributing force. a 

‘Exhibiting has become a fine art. r ews 0 1X Interest 
The ability to keep a sustained at- 
mosvhere of excitement and antici- , . eae, 
pation around a theatre is the acme African Consolidated’s $3,000.000 film deal Page 10 
of showmanship. Gaumont-British probe Pave 10 

Supply and Demand Sam Snider(-Dean) in VU. S&S... cn. ccc coccwececees Pape 10 

‘In a highly competitive period Quota would up U. S. production costs $6,000,000. ......... Pave 1} 
such as we are now in, each studio is Stanley Crick out in Aussie Pave 11 
striving to the limit of its resources Eddie Cantor's plans Pave 26 
to exceed past efforts. That is the Kay Kyser succeeds Dick Powell show Pave 27 
reason why the costs for services of Tussy, Vick fold in Hollywood Pave 27 
the best known free'ance talent is Radio reviews of Rosalind Russell. Joe Eo Brown. Cliff Le 
bound to go higher. No one has any George Jessel, Dick Whiting memoriz! Pave 28 
quarrel with that condition. It is Hollywood radio maybes........ meek ae 
simpiy a mattcr of supply and de- GoIST) SISUETS Ori THON. 0.6006 dwcsccics Po. . “Ny 
mand. The supply never is suffici- Metro buys ‘Ronsty’, . RAs Mite an 
ent; in fact, the few most popular No paid prez for Equity........ vue Dams 47 
stars and most successful writers and ’ b 











directors are not obtainable at any 


| 





| 


| 


place; 


OF Thee I Sing Sing 


By Jack 


> went up to Sing Sing 


| from Life,’ written by an ex-cop, A 
|in the Tombs until he can get beti 
him guilty of another thing. 
‘his marked about our 15th visit 
Fin so Sgt. Ben Feisler, 
in charge. We sang ‘That Old 
prison band played it perfectly withe 
| ‘Remember, up here we have plenty 





a swell guy 
Fee 


Osterman 

g, strictly as a guest, of course Went 
, aken 

rthur Chalmers, who is now y« axing 

er accommodations, The play makec 


to the Big House. The warden wae 
who has been there 30 years. wae 
ling’ dedicated to the lifers, and hes 
tut a rehearsal. The leader explaineg 
of time to practice.’ They plaveq 


6 
well we told them we were going to use our influence with Lawes 4 hold 
| them over. 

After the performance they served lunch in the Welfare Leacus mess 
}hall. Joe Mallon (we didn't ask his number) is secretary of the W a 
| Across the yard is a conservatory consisting of several beautiful (not jajj) 
| birds. 

We spotted three parrots, probably there for squawking, and Mallon told 


Muh ooney 
there 


us that Commi 
probably fig 


ss10onel 
ured 
over 
admire Dean Lawes. 
who don’t, but 


were shown a large 


in large letters: ‘There Never Was a 


ordered a 
were 
2,500 members of Sing Sing College, 
There are guy 
taking it on the chin. 
All we know is that in the Welfare League trophy 
loving cup presented by Sir Thomas Lipton (192 
Sing Sing as the Lipton ve Baseball Cup. 


flock of pigeons out of the 
without the McCoy, 
and they all seem to 
s who deserve to be there, and some 

Many tell you they got a bum rap, 


enough there 


room we 
0) to 
And across the botiom 
Man Who Did Not Make a Mistike’’ 


Thoughts While Thinking 


We like Max Gordon's title, ‘Save Me the Waltz,’ when | you consider the 
are having a time trying to save three of ’em...Standing in lobby 
of Casa Manana, talking to Billy Rose, a guest asked, ‘Which one of vou 


is Billy Rose*’ 
representative, 
scripts...this might be a 
returns March 20, which gives us a 
gram...Benny Davis is carrying on 
style with his new flock after seeir 
mad about ‘Mad About Music’ 
Mann—Mannslaughter! 


Scoop, 


We told him we'd take the rap.. 
Irving Lazar, has set us 
don't know yet 


.Looks like ou personal 
to work on Eddie Cantor's new 
.Rudy Vallee wires he 
nother chance not to go on his 
the Gus Edwards tradition in 
1 preview of Deanna Durbin, 


pro- 
vrand 
we are 


gotta load of Joe Louis slugging Nathan 





Plenty of Film Writing Talent 


On Newspaper 


More of the Same 


Hollywood, March 1. 

‘The 
Noel 
as his sec- 
Unvan- 





Mervyn 
Devil with 
Coward's ‘Private Lives, 
ond production for Metro. 
quished’ will be his initialer. 

Same studio filmed ‘Private 
with Norma Shearer and 
Montgomery in the top roles. 


LeRoy has picked 
based on 


7 


Love,’ 


Lives’ 
Robert 





L. A. to N. Y. 


Fay Bainter. 
Clarence Brown. 
Katherine Brush. 
Alton Cook. 

Frank Chapman. 
Scott Dunlap. 
Izzy Ellinson. 
Sidney Fields. 

Y. Frank Freeman. 
Bob Gillham. 

Bert Gordon. 
David Hanna, 
Ernest Heyn. 
Peggy H. Jovece. 
Arline Judge 

Vie Knight. 

Jesse L. Lasky. 
Walter O'Keefe. 
Mary Piekford. 
Joe Quillen. 
Jacques Renard. 
Kan Van Ripper, 
Walter Schuman. 
Gladys Swarthout. 
Vvola Vonn. 
Jimmy Wallington. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Henry Armetta. 
Stella Adle 

Ralph B. Austrian. 
Ralph Bellamy, 
Harry Burns 
Derrick de Marney. 


| Arthur Dreifuss. 


Douglas Fairbanks. Jr. 
Leo Fischer 

J.C. Flipper 
Harold B. Franklin. 
Jim Geller 

Mocs Hart 

George S. Kaufman. 
Irving Lazas 

Albert Lev 

Mack Milla: 
Herbert Bo Swope. 
Helen Westley 

Jonn Hay Whitney. 
Raymond Seat! 


iph Wonders 


Staffs, Wilk Thinks 


Jake Wilk, eastern story and play 
executive for Warner Bros., 
all the writing brains Hollywood 
would ever want or could use are te 
be found in the city room of any 
metropolitan newspaper. Millenium 
in Wilk’s mind would be to set up a 
corps of a half dozen crack city edi- 
tors, in any Hollywood studio. He 
would have them blue-pencil story 
ideas submitted for filmization, just 
as they handle miles of news stories 
every day on their jobs. 

It’s the same thing. It's the same 
routine the magazine editors are do- 
ing so successfully today. When e@ 
mag ed gets a script that has some- 
thing, but is lacking something else, 
he usually sends for the writer: goes 
into a little skull practice on what's 
wrong, and has the author plug up 
the weak spots. And that’s that. 

Wilk does it in a measure almost 
every week. He read a feature in the 
N. Y. World-Telegrani about how 
Joey Ray, incarcerated at Black- 
well’s Island, was running the prison. 
He sent for th: by-liner on the 
World-Telly, told him that what he 
(Wilk) read is, of course, public-do- 
main material, but that undoubtedly 
the reporter ha° some other copious 


ihinks 


jnotes which Warner Bros. would like 
to buy. 

‘How much?’ asked the newspa- 
perman. ‘Name your price, seid 
Wilk. Reporter quoted $250, Wilk 
paid it, sent the data to the Coast 


and recommended to Jack Warner 
that this might be the germ of @ 
good film. 


‘Alcatraz’ happened the same way. 


Now the jewelry smugglers who 
were nabbed recently is anoiher 
hot-off-the-front-page story dea. 


And so on. 


Wilk thinks that the Bureau of 
New Plays is one of the greatest 
things to encourage new wriiers. He 
| believes the woods are full of au- 
thors who can write wound 
j}the now established 
| irksome to 
| flated 





rings 
and—what is 
Hollywood—highly  in- 
dramatists. Inflated. that 15, 
iso far as their own economic values 


are concerned. Newcomers may un- 


| doubtedly get the same way afier 
|? hit or two. But the main thing 
is to encourage newcomers. 

Hollywood may go the wiy ef 
|vaudeville and legit if it makes 
|things too tough for the amb ieus 
{creative artists. 

| When shoestring ideas such os 


i‘Pins and 


Needles’ or the Mercury 
| theatre’s 


‘Julius Caescr’ and othe 
| shows happen, it’s the best ij!ustra- 
| tion, of course, that talent will neve 
| be denied altogether. Put Wilk be 
lieves it should be encouraged § 
shade more than it is now 
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RKO Still Mulling Reorganization 
Plan; Stock Swap Talked; Pan 





Berman's New Deal; Future Setup 





Leo Spitz, the Irving Trust Co 
and Pandro Berman have been 
huddling about the RKO studio’s af- 
fairs, since Berman arriv ed from the 
Coast, Sunday (27). Berman, in 
taking charge of all production, goes 


into a new job, hence his present 
three-year contract and its terms 
are under discussion. He draws 


$3,500 weekly, plus a percentage. 

There has been no official indica- 
tion in this regard but the presump- 
tion is that Berman will handle per- 
sonally the ‘A’ films besides super- 
vising the entire plant. 

Additionally, it is understood the 
bigwigs are planning to install a 
studio manager to work with Ber- 
Some time ago the name of 


man. 
Henry Ginsberg was mentioned in 
this capacity, but that was months 
back. [On the Coast, Ginsberg says 


sxrc tren him: 


it's news to him; that he couldn't ac- 
cept anyway, even if offered, since 
he’s tied up to Selznick International 
studio g.m. and v.p.; says his name 
probably came up through known 
friendship with Berman]. 

Otherwise, the studio end will re- 
although J. R. 


main undisturbed, 

McDonough goes in for some budget- 
ing purpose and _ general studio 
financing. There is no indication at 


this point when McDonough will go 
to the Coast, if at all. It has been 


+ 





intimated that he may make a trip 
together with Spitz soon, but it’s in- 
definite at this moment. 

Berman was to have returned to 
the Coast today (Wednesday) but 
looks like he'll hold over for a 
too. 

Reorg Plan 

RKO’s modified reorganization 
plan is not yet ready. But intima- 
tions are that the sponsors are trying 
to conceive of a plan wherein it may 
be recommended that present se- 
cured creditors shall receive amounts 
of a new preferred stock and that 
present debenture holders shall re- 
ceive preferred and common. The 
only new bonds to be issued will be 
those in payment to underwriters of 
the plan. Present holders of com- 
mon stock, it is assumed, will re- 
ceive a pro rata amount of new 
common, on some _ reduced basis, 
such as possibly 4-1. General cred- 
itors would receive common stock. 


But this is not official or definite. 
It is, however, presumably a work- 
ing idea of what may ultimately be 
recommended. It is assumed, unoffi- 
cially, that the new preferred shares 
will have a convertible feature. This 
is a substantial change from the con- 
ditions and terms of the present plan, 
according to insiders. 


This modified plan probably will 
be ready for the court's perusal on 
March 11, when the next hearing on 
RKO's reorganization is scheduled, 
at 2:30 p. m. before Federal Judge 
William O. Bondy, in N. Y. The 
court granted a delay when the par- 
ties appeared before him on Monday 
(28), 

At that time, in reply to the ob- 
jections of Attorney Nathan Rosen- 
berg, representing holders of $200.000 
in old debentures, Judge Bondy indi- 
cated that it would be unfortunate 
if RKO were forced into liquidation 
because the company was not given 
ample opportunity to formulate a 
feasibly plan of reorganization. The 
Company has been in receivership or 
bank tuptcy now for five years, under 
the Irving Trust Co. 

Judge Bondy also indicated that 
Special Master George 
port and approval was based on the 
company’s financial condition as ot a 
year or two years ago, and that the 


lirm’s financial condition has altered | 


Substantially since then. 

, Pres sumably additional hearings, 
therefore, may be held before Spe- 
cial Master Alger, following presen- 


tation of the modified plan. 


Atlas Corp. is sponsor of RKOQ’s 
reorganization plan. Chief formu- 
‘or is Peter Rathvon, aide to Floyd 


(Continued on page 25) 
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SISK SET FOR ANOTHER 


YEAR AS RKO PRODUCER | 


Hollywood, March 1. 

Robert Sisk’s producer contract 
with RKO has been extended for 
another year. 

Exec 
Women’ 
pictures, 
Boss of 
Crew.’ 


New USN Rules 


For Newsreelers: 


completed 
and is readyir 
‘Mr 

Manhattan’ 


ig three more 


and ‘Ground 


New U. S. 


graphing 


Navy rules on photo- 
naval property and_ all 
of operations by newsreel, fea- 
ture producers and still cameramen 
have been received in the industry. 


types 


Regulations actually put teeth in the 
espionage law but the reaction | 
among newsreel companies was fa- 
vorable because the news weekly 
outfits have been working along in 
cooperation with the Navy so long | 
that they automatically know what | 
is hush-hush material and what is 
not. 

Cards are issued to newsreel 


cameramen working on any story in- 
volving the Navy. While additional 
stipulations are made, a fully ac- 
credited card simplifies usual delay 
on examining photographer to learn 
if he is entitled to take pictures. 
Commandant of the Third Naval 
District, New York, supervises news- 
reel handling. 

For feature films, chief of Naval 
operations requires that scenarios be 
eviewed by Navy motion picture 
board of review prior to authorizing 
cooperation. After the picture is 
made it is subject to local provisional 
censorship so that the matter may 
be brought to the attention of higher 
Navy Officials, if any point is ques- 
tioned. 
the chief of Navy opera- 
tions may authorize the making of 
certain features if deemed suitable 
for the public at large and the Naval 
service rates it to be an accurate por- 
trayal. Navy has right to acquire 
two positive prints of the finished 
feature without additional cost. 


However, 





South, Balaban 





| 
Griffis 
Back; 





Alger's re-| 


Stanton L. Griffis left Friday (25) 
for Miamj on his annual vacation in 
the south. He has a yacht down 
the.e on which Barney Balaban re- 
cently spent his vacation. 

Prior to departure, Barney 
Balaban returned to New York but 
neither he nor Griffis are planning 
trips to the Coast at present, 


his 


RKO’s 82, 400, 000 Net 


Understood that RKO will show a 
net of around $2,400,000 for the year, 


| of which armours around $1,700,000 
| to $1,800,000 will be from the theatre 
lend. The picture end of RKO will 
| probably show $600,000 to $700,000, 
according to current estimates. 

The company borrowed around 
| $600.000 for production purposes, this 
season 


7% 
ba 


| 





‘Condemned | 





No Coast Visits 


| confabs, 


OK with the Biz 


UNIT 
f 








Whitney to Palaver for a 
Slice of UA—Buyout of 


Pickford-Fairbanks-Chap- 


lin Up Again 


GOLDWYN’S REVAMP 


Herbert Bayard Swope has planed ' 


to the Coast with John Hay Whit- 


Doodle Kicks Off,’ ‘The ; ney, which may mean that the David 


O. Selznick-Whitney negotiations for 


a slice of United Artists is nearing 
conclusion. Swope’s name _ looms | 


strongly in the background of these 
negotiations. Swope has been 
Florida, and came to N.Y. to confer 
with Whitney. 

If a purchase of part of United 
Artists by Selznick-Whitney is not 
consummated in the present Coast 
a favorable releasing and 
| prod: icing arrangement perhaps may 
be arranged between the parties. 

Selznick-Whitney 
bu," the controlling shares in U. 
as now held by 
Charles Chaplin and Douglas Fair- 
| banks. Perhaps, out of this, there 
may be revived that former triangle 


to 
A., 
Mary Pickford, 


angling 


is 


|deal of Alexander Korda, Selznick 
|} and Samuel Goldwyn. 
This is not the first time that 


Swope’s name has been mentioned in 
connection with United Artists. How- 
ever, far his exact future status 
| with situation can’t be ascer- 
There had been a time when 
'U. <A. partners had importuned 
Swope to accept a high 
post with that outfit, but he is 
stood to have turned that down for 
various reasons, 


So 
the 
| tained. 


Swope’s Background 

He was formerly chairman of the 
Keith-Albee-Orpheum board, and 
under his administration that circuit 
got back into the black and resumed 
preferred stock dividends. Swope 
also is principally responsible for 
K-A-O now owning a 20% interest 
in the highly successful Skouras 
| Theatres chain in the east. 

Swope also is a member of the 
board and the executive committee 
of Columbia Broadcasting System 
He is the former exccutive editor 
of the old New York World. 

On the Selznick-U. A. deal, un- 
derstanding is that a distribution 
| deal is virtually set between the par- 
ties, under which Selznick-Whitney 

(Continued on page 23) 








J. R. Sutro’s Presence 
Renews Idea Korda 


May Leave UA to Par 








John R. Sutro, whose father is af- 
filiated with London Films, reached 
New York Monday night (28) by 
|} plane. While Korda has a contract 
with UA, under which he nas a part- 
nership interest, it is reported a 
Paramount deal has been = ap- 
proached. 

The report Korda may swing out 
|of UA to Par is given considerable 
support. Not known whether UA 
would try to hold Korda to his con- 


tract view of the product he has 


delivered during the pa 


| eet a 
‘Star Is Born’ - 


in 


t ecason, 


Holly woor March 1. 

‘Heartbreak Town,’ as a sequel to 
‘Star Is Born,’ will be made by David 
O. Selznick, with moppcts in lead 
roles. Tommy Kelly and Ann Gi 
from cast of ‘To Sawyer,’ get top 
billing. 

Budd Sch é vho wrote orig- 
inal, and Marshall Neilan are set 
for screenplay. 


+ 
| 


TNERSHIP? 


‘Swope West with Jock 


YN’S REVAMP | 


in | 


executive | 
under- | 


-|latest to be affected. 








SWOPE-SELZNICK - WHITNEY 





) ARTISTS’ Abuse of Dualing ‘A’ Pictures Has 


Studios Worried Over Shortage; 
Talk ‘Regulation’; Prod. Peps Up 





HEAVY RAINS STALL 
H’ WOOD PRODUCTION 


Hollywood, March 1. 
Four inches of rain Monday (28) 
tied up exterior shooting at studios 





}and location sites and gave Los 
Angeles a flood scare, as many 
streets were under water. Further 
production tieup is imminent as two 
| more days’ rain is forecast. 

| Weatherman here has won the 


respect of film men with his accurate 
| a 


| 


Par Studio To 
Heed Theatres 


Pix Susgestions 





Hollywood, March 1. 
| Concluding studio conferences 
, with Adolph Zukor on Paramount 


| theatre associates’ reaction to studio 
|product in the past few months, 
| Y. Frank Freeman, Par v.p. in charge 
of theatre operations, returns east 
Friday (4). Freeman’s suggestions 
for improvement of pictures 
ing studied by studio execs. 

Freeman said the convention of 
'Par theatre operators and partners 
will not be held in Hollywood and 
date and place of meeting deter- 
mined after he confers with Barney 
Balaban at home office. 


MG and RKO Cuts 


Culver te ite. March 1. 

Economy wave, which has dropped 
1,000 employes from Metro studio 
|payroll in the last month, is being 
| continued, with the story, publicity 
|and stenographic departments the 
Entire junior 
writer staff under John Gallishaw, 
‘brought here from New York last 
| October, has been dropped, while 
| five members of Howard Strickling’s 
publicity roster and 30 from the 
typist list are out. 
| Previous slashing had been among 
technicians, carpenters, laborers, day- 
| check workers and assis 


are be- 








March 1. 


on ine 
drop 


Hollywood, 
rrent economic squeeze 
resulting in a marked 
in production, is traced by execs di- 
rectly to double billing abuses in 
coupling of high budgeted A pictures 
A crisis is foreseen by the low turn- 
over in rentals and mounting costs 
which are certain to bring serious 
readjustments. 

Disturbed 
also a producer 
eign revenue 


Cu 


LUCIOS, 


abroad are 
with for- 
drastic drop 


conditions 
he: 
taking a 


idache 


Dualing of Hollywood's best prod- 
uct has had studios humping to meet 


insatiable demands. More than 500 
pictures were scheduled for 1937-38 
| release, and since last August, de- 
| liveries up to last week have totaled 
281. Cutting rooms are soon turning 
out 54 films, and 41 are ready for 
cameras, 

Production must fall into low gear, 
| unt distribution turnover can re- 
| plenish studio treasuries. 

All majors admit rentals from 


| 
| 
| 


| abuse, 





| many departments. Production de- 
| partment list was pruned by 15. 
Junior writers who were erased | 


| this week, 
'included Alfred Schiller, 
Powle, William Ludwig 
| Warren, William Lytton, 
|and Mitzi Cummings. 
RKO is continuing its writing stafl 
layoffs, 


Ian Hunter 


56 to 26 within the last two months. 
Harry Segall, Charles Kaufman 


and Franklin Coen left the lot last 
week. 

Checkup at RKO discloses per- 
sonnel chopping for the past 
weeks, with writers and. clerical 
force hardest hit. During period 
cribe staff trimmed from 52 to 24 
on gradual easing out with around 
250 stenos and white-collared wo 
ers walking plank 

Studio has three pictures in pro 
duction. All department felt axe 
with lesser severity. 

Manson Vice Marx 
Hollywood, March 1 

Feanceson Manson, Columbia st 
litor, move over to Samu Gol 
yn in a similar capacity, succeed 
ng Sam Marx, who went from 
Goldwy! to Col mbit 

Transfers amount to a 
swap, 


in addition to Gallishaw, | 
Hannibal | 
Kenneth | 


with the roster trimmed from | 


tant heads of 


duals have failed to keep pace with 
increased production costs. 
Duals and Triples 

One studio head declares it is the 
rather than the use of doub- 
ling billing, which has brought about 
the present condition, 

Studios are groping for a solution, 
if exhibitors continue to ‘compete 
against each other by bracketing A 
films on same bill. Another night- 
mare are reports of triple billing in 
some eastern cities. 


Execs, studying the problem, are 
aid to favor a clearing house in 
exchange centers to regulate book- 


(Continued on page 23) 
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EXTRAS’ VOTE MAY UPSET ACADEMY 
WARDS; THALBERG PLAQUE HOT RACE 


Zanuck and Stromberg in Lead—2,500 Extras May 


Put Montgomery Over 


Favored—Franklin May Top Directors 


By RALPH RODDY 
Hollywood, March 1. 


The S.R.O. sign has already been 
hung out for the 10th annual 
awards banquet of the Academy 
of Motion Picture Arts and Sci- 
ences Thursday night (3) in the 


Hotel Biltmore Bowl. The demand 
for tickets far exceeds the 1,800 seats 
available. Interest in this year’s 
event has been heightened by active 
participation of the Screen Actors 
Guild, and the award for the first 


time of the Irving Thalberg Me- 
morial Plaque. 

Oscar, the little gold masculine 
figure, possession of which desig- 


nates the recipient as having con- 
tributed an outstanding performance 
during the year, will be guest of 
honor. There will be 14 Oscars 
awarded for competitions in the va- 
rious phases of motion picture pro- 
duction, with the probability th 
one or two special awards will be 
added. The nature of the latter will 
not be disclosed until the night of 
the dinner. 


al 
> 


Chief interest naturally centers in 
the awards for the best production of 
the year, and the best performances 
by a leading actor and actress. In- 
terest in the Thalberg plaque has 
increased, however, until it now 
shares a top .spot with the main | 
awards. This citation goes to the 
producer who is selected as having 
turned out the most consistent high 
quality of production achievement, 
as an individual and regardless of 
company affiliation. 

Special Committee Award 


Particular sentiment is attached | 
to the production prize because of 
the affection which the industry 
holds for its donor. Norma Shearer 
(Mrs. Thalberg) will make the gift 
annually to the Academy. The win- 
ner is selected by a special commit- 
tee appointed by Frank Capra, pres- 
ident of the Academy. Capra has 
named as his associates on the com- 
mittee Lionel Atwill, Jean Hersholt, 
Donald Crisp, Henry King, Leo Mc- | 
Carey, William Wellman, 
Gosson, Thomas Moulton, Douglas 
Shearer, Graham Baker and Robert 
Riskin. None is a producer. 

Unusual precautions 
taken this year to guard the ballots 


GARNETT, TOWNE, BAKER 
IN INDIE PROD. SETUP 


Hollywood, March 1. 

Tay Garnett, director, and Gene 
Towne and Graham Baker, writers, 
are forming a new independent pro- 
duction unit to make pictures for re- 
Jease by major companies. Duals are 
in the negotiation stage with RKO 
and United Artists. 

Garnett is now en route to Europe, 
where he will vacation for three 
months while the Towne-Baker team 





prepares the script for first film of | 


the outfit. Trio plans to build up a 
player list of their own. 





Sidney and Brown East, 


Metroites Vacashing 


Louis K. Sidney, who has been on 
the Coast supervising Metro radio 
activities, returned to New York 
Sunday (27), Clarence Brown, pro- 
ducer-director on the lot, coming in 
at the same time. Bill Ferguson, 
h.o. exploitation head, returned from 
Miami Monday (27), while N. M. 
Schenck remains down there for a 
while. 

Due to poor health, Bill Danziger, 
of the Metro advertising department, 
has gone to Sarasota, Fla., for the 
balance of the winter. Tom Gerety, 
representing Hal Roach, is also in 
Florida, being at St. Petersburg for 
recuperation from flu. 


Hollywood, March 1. 
Louis K. Sidney, Metro studio con- 
fact on *' ‘Taxwell House broad- 
east, lefi f New York on business 
in connecti n with WHN there 
He ll be back within a week. 


are being | 


the Top—Tracy, Stanwyck 


and prevent an advance leak as to 
the winners. Voting will be by 
ecret ballot of committee members 
in the offices of Price, Waterhouse 
& Co., certified public accountants, 
empl Com- 

ttee members have agreed not to 
divulge even to each other the name 


yed to tally the ballots. 





of the producer marked on their 
ballots. 
Darryl F. Zanuck, Hunt Strom- 


be-g, David O. Selznick, Samuel | 
Goldwyn and Pandro Berman are 
expected to fight it out for the Thal- 
berg award. However, active par- 
ticipation of the Screen Actors 
Guild. with 12,500 extras eligible to 
vcte, makes any predictions precarl- 
ous. It is generally conceded that 
the extras hold the balance of power, 
and that a last-minute switch by any 
majority of them might upset all 
early predictions. 

Selznick’s entries for the Thalberg 
prize, as well as the outstanding pro- 
duction, are ‘Garden of Allah,’ ‘A 
Star Is Born,’ ‘The Prisoner of Zen- 
da’ and ‘Nothing Sacred.’ Goldwyn 
qualifiies with ‘Stella Dallas,’ ‘Dead 
End,’ ‘Hurricane’ and ‘Woman Chases 
Man.’ The ‘Goldwyn Follies’ and 
‘Adventures of Marco Polo’ were 
finished too late for Academy con- 
sideration, the first just going out on 
release and ‘Polo’ yet to be released. 

Stromberg’s Entries 

Stromberg crashed through with 
‘After the Thin Man,’ ‘The Firefly,’ 
‘Maytime’ and ‘Night Must Fall.’ 
Latter play, which featured Robert 
Montgomery, president of the Screen 
Actors Guild, has been selected in 
several newspaper polls as the most 
outstanding picture of 1937, with 
Montgomery being given special 
credit for his performance. 

Zanuck turned out an imposing 
array of pictures, topped off by ‘In 
Old Chicago,’ completed just in time 
to get under the wire. Others cer- 
tain to demand serious consideration | 
are ‘Ali Baba Goes to Town,’ ‘Happy 
Landing,’ ‘Love and Hisses’ and ‘Re- 
becca of Sunnybrook Farm.’ 

Pandro Berman’s most outstanding | 
contribution was ‘Stage Door,’ with 


Stephen | ‘Damsel in Distress’ and ‘Shall We 


| Dance?’ qualifying as serious con-| 


| tenders. 


| Tip is that Stromberg and Zanuck | 
_will finish neck and neck when all | 
‘the ballots have been counted, but | 
| Selznick cannot be counted out of! 

he running. 
Associates in the Screen Actors | 


gomery in the best performances 
division. Largely instrumental in 
|securing producer recognition for 
the actors, Montgomery is popular 
with top-bracket players and is cer- 
| tain to poll a large vote for his per- 
formance in ‘Night Must Fall.’ 
Spencer Tracy and Fredric March 
jare popular with both players and 
(Continued on page 25) 


| patented 


| t 

| 

‘Guild have been waging a quiet, 
campaign to put over Robert Mont- | 





Crystal-Gaze Act 


Hollywood, March 1. 

Listing by the fan mag, Pic- 
ture Play, of Spencer Tracy as 
this year’s Academy winner for 
the ‘best performance’ drew 
protesis from the Academy. 
Balloting didn’t close until 
ht of Feb. 28. Mag hit the 


days previous. 


Par-Fleischer 
Set to Produce 
Cartoon Feature 


Y 
Ii 


stanas tw¢ 














The first producer to follow Walt 
feature cartoon field 
which Monday 
arrangements with | 
Max Fleischer for the making of a| 
full length in pen-and-ink. It will] 
be rushed into production as soon as | 
the story can be settled upon. 

Under the deal with Fleischer, 
who makes the Betty Boop and Pop- 
eye cartoons for Paramount, both 
will be jointly interested in the ven- 
ture. Par has already made the first 
advance to Fleischer to cover partial 
cost of production. The budget is not 
known, probably being dependent on 
the story to be chosen. Par has two 
stories in mind but is keeping iden- 
tity a secret for reasons. 

Par owns ‘Alice in Wonderland,’ 
but understood this one isn’t up for 
consideration as yet. The sound 
rights to Maeterlinck’s fantasy, “The 
Bluebird,’ are now being offered but 
although Par owns the silent rights, 
this also is not one of the two stories 
up Par’s sleeve as a starter. The New 
York office of Nora Anderson, who 
produced Maeterlinck plays in Lon- 
don, is offering ‘Bluebird’ to the vari- 
ous picture companies. 

The first Par-Fleischer cartoon will 
be color and in the third-dimension 
by Fleischer which has 
been used from time to time in one- 
reelers, 


Disney in the 
Paramount 
(28) completed 


will be 


Fleischer will start the feature car- 
toon in New York and finish it at the 
new studio he is building in Miami, 
which will be ready for operation 
about Aug. 15. Consequent upon the 
decision to go in for full-length car- 
toons, Fleischer is altering original 
plans for the Miami plant, increasing 
the space on which he will build to 
nearly 32,000 square feet or about 
four city blocks. It will be located 
out towards Coral Gables, Miami 


| suburb, and will employ from 300- 


| 400 people. Construction begins this 
| week, 

When completed, Fleischer will 
| Close his studio in New York, making 
| all cartoons in Florida. 

The first animated cartoonist 
, school of many that may be organ- 

(Continued on page 19) 


Mayer in Plea for 





SWANSON WILL MAKE 
‘EX-LOVE’ FOR REPUBLIC 


Hollywood, March 1. 
Gloria Swanson, whose comeback 





| deals with Metro and Columbia came 
to naught, is set to return to the 
sound stages June 1 when she will 
start work in ‘Ex-Love’ for Repub- 
lic. Yarn by Mateel Howe Farnham 
deals with the divorce racket. For- 
mer star signed term deal with the 
Herbert Yates organization on eve of 
her departure for New York, where 


she plans to establish a permanent | 


home, commuting to the Coast for 
her picture toil. 

Screen play Harold Shumate wrote 
for ‘Wagons Westward’ before he 
checked off the Republic writer-pro- 
ducer roster, is to be given a com- 
plete revamping, with Henri Ver- 
stappen already at work checking 
state and national archives in Aus- 
tin, Texas; Nashville, Tenn.; and 
Washington, D. C., in search of new 
phases of Sam Houston’s life. Pic- 
ture will be filmed as highest budget 
special on Republic’s new schedule, 


with most of the scenes to be shot | 


in Texas. 





EARLIEST FILM 
BUYING IN YRS. 


Los Angeles, March 1. 

Earliest film buying on the part 
of majority of major circuits in years 
is presaged for the 1938-39 season's 
output, with several of the chains 
ready to begin negotiations early this 
month. Among the circuit's ready 
to talk turkey on new season's prod- 


sidiary and affiliate chains, with 
other far-western and midwest out- 
fits reported lining up for similar 
action. 


F-WC, heads for New York this 
week to begin discussions with major 
distributing heads on circuit's buys 
for the forthcoming season. 





AUER’S GRAPEFRUIT ACT 


Hurls Citrus at Audience—Apolo- 
gizes, ‘Just An Impulse’ 





Columbus, March }. 
Mischa Auer did a Vallee in re- 
verse at final show of his week's en- 
gagement at the Palace, when he 
tossed a grapefruit at the audience. 





Narrowly missed hitting patron and 
| squashed on empty seat down in 
' front. Came back at close of act and 


apologized. Said it was ‘just an! 
impulse.’ 
Used citrus in routine, playing 


piano with one in each hand. Act 
got generally chilly reception 
throughout week. 





Neely Bill and British Quota 


Bring Will Hays Back to New York 


up in the U. S. Senate and the new 
quota measure soon to come up in 
England’s House of Lords for final 
consideration were the two vital in- 
dustry problems held responsible for 
Will Hays’ return to New York from 


the Coast Monday (28). Only reason | 


| Hays remained in Hollywood an ex- 
tra week, it is reported, was to be 
present at the regular meeting and 
shift in officers of Association of Mo- 
tion Picture Producers. He couldn't 
stay on for the Academy awards ban- 
quet tomorrow (Thursday). 

Shortly after his arrival in the 
east, a full month ahead of the regu- 
lar annual meeting of the Motion 
Picture Producers & Distributors As- 
sociation, Hays went into huddle: 
with his chief assistants on both the 
quota situation and the status of the 
Neely legislation. 


| Little more cun be done than has | 


Neely anti-block booking bill now | 





been accomplished already in Lon- 
don in hearings on the proposed new 
quota but Hays presumably felt that 
he should personally direct the battle 
to secure a fair break for U. S. dis- 
tributors when the measure is con- 
sidered by English Parliament's 
House of Lords, body comparable to 
U. S. Senate. 

Peculiar category has developed 
over these two problems, according 
to several picture executives. While 
American distributors are. striving 
for a lenient quota in Great Britain, 
the Neely bill now pending would re- 
establish selling of product 
much the same lines as 
done in England. 

Wordage in Neely measure at pres- 
ent would mean that selling would 
be on trade-showing basis only, as 
in Great Britain. Though the bill 
in the Senate provides a_ synopsis, 
mest distributors charge that all sell- 
|} ing would have to be on trade-show- 
ing basis, because of exacting word- 


currently 


along | 


| ing of measure and penalty facing 
picture companies making any de- 
| viation from submitted synopsis, if 
it ever becomes a law. 

Belief is growing that the Neely 
bill would turn the industry upside 
down, slow down releases just as 
| trade showing method does in Eng- 





| cost of selling product. There are 
| some, too, whe envision it as a 
medium of reducing the number of 
‘B’ or ‘D’ pictures now being made. 

Not certain whether or not Hays 
will go to Washington, but it is likely 
that he will carry on campaigns on 
the two issues from N. Y. 


Hollywood, March 1, 

Will Hays trained out last Friday 
(25) for New York following con- 
ferences with studio executives on 
anti-block booking bill now pending 
in Congress and other levislative 
|matters affecting the film industry. 
| He was accompanied by Mrs. lays. 
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uct are Fox West Coast and its sub- | 


J. J. Sullivan, chief film buyer for | 


land, and add substantially to the | 


Unity Between _ 


Guilds and Studios; Feted by Prods, 


+ 





Hollywood, March 1. 

Louis B. Mayer, addressing 409 
film industry leaders, church digni. 
taries and state and city Officials 
gathered at the Hotel Biltmore, L. A., 
last Thursday night (24) to pay him 
tribute, sounded an appeal to mem. 
bers of all branches of the creative 
arts involved in the making of mo. 
tion pictures to organize a forum 
wherein problems vital to the future 
of the cinema can be worked out 
cooperatively, Mayer’s talk formally 
marked his retirement after seven 
years as president of the Motion Pic. 
ture Producers Association. 





Gathering was presided over by 
Joseph M. Schenck, who succeeded 
the guest of honor as_ producers’ 
|prexy. George Jessel acted as toast. 
master. 

Mayer Said in part: 


‘If I have one regret on leaving the 
| presidency of the producers’ group, 
it is because I have not seen ful- 
filled a dream; that all organizations 
within the industry have not yet 
found a satisfactory common forum 
for the settlement of differences, I 
now make a plea that such 
forum shall be established where 
the director, the artisan, the 
|artist. the writer and all members 
| of the creative crafts shall meet, not 
| separately, but cooperatively. 

‘We tried it once, but we seem to 
| have gotten off on the wrong foot. 
|I urge that we try again, and I see 
| from such unity of action only 
greater good to each and all and 
greater future industry progress.’ 

Guild Strife Veiled 

Mayer’s address came at the cone 
clusion of the affair, and his suggese 
tion, generally understood as di- 
|} rected towards amicable adjustment 
he existing differences between the 
| 
} 


some 


| 
| 


various artists’ guilds and the studios, 
commented upon by any 

speaker. Robert Montgom- 
president of the Screen Actors 
| Guild, sat at the speaker's table. 


was not 
other 





jery, 


Bouquets for his service as head of 
ithe producers were tossed at the 
guest of honor by Gov. Frank Mer- 
|riam, Cecil B. DeMille, Will Hays, 
| Archbishop John J. Cantwell and 
Norma Shearer, the latter speaking 
feelingly of the close friendship that 
existed between Mayer and Irving 
Thalberg. 

Entertainers were Bob Burns, Al- 
lan Jones, Edgar Bergen and Jean- 
ette MacDonald. Edward Ward of 
Metro conducted the orchestra. 
Affair was arranged by a committee 
consisting of Schenck, Harry Cohn, 
Charles R. Rogers and Jack L. War- 


ner. 


METRO SITCHING TO 
COLOR FOR 6 FILMS 


Metro is set to go into color more 
| extensively, having concluded a deal 
with Technicolor under which _ it 
commits itself to a minimum of six 
features to be produced within the 
next three years. 


Of late years, Metro has made no 
features in color, though occasional- 
ly tinting a sequence or two, pre- 
fering instead its own sepia process. 
It employs Technicolor in the Fitz- 
Patrick Traveltalks, its Harman- 
Ising cartoons and in one and two- 
reel musical shorts. 





Gaynor Back at S-I 
For ‘Young at Heart’ 


Hollywood, March 1. 

Janet Gaynor has returned to the 
| Selznick-International lot for the 
| first time since she completed ‘A 
| Star Is Born’ and is currently un- 
| dergoing makeup tests for her role 
in S-I's ‘The Young at Heart,’ set for 
|a production start within two weeks. 
Richard Wallace will direct. 


| Back to the Mill 


Hollywood, March 1}. 











Al Cchn, who abandoned film 
| writing when President Roosevelt 


/made him Collector of Customs for 
| the Port of Los Angeles, is back at 
[a tyoewriter as a member of 20th- 
Fox writing staff. , 

Cohn was one of film capitals 
| Original Roosevelt-for-President #d- 
' vocales, 
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NO NO NEED FOR NEELY BILL! 


Not even the proponents of the Neely bill (S 153), 


orte: : ‘ : 

ad can believe the measure, if enacted into law, will accomplish its 

purpose of improving the machinery of leasing films for exhibition. Care- 
, 


ful reading of the language of the bill should convince anyone with a 
spoonful of experience that the provisions of the act would bring about a 
chaotic condition in production, distribution and exhibition 

On its face the Neely bill is an attempt to regulate block-booking of 
films. It doesn‘t prohibit group licensing, but provides that distributors 
must their annual listing of features definite 


accompany with 


neesion/ ap 


which has been a 
i favorably to the U. S. Senate by the Committee on Interstate Com- | 


advance | 


information of the story contained in any motion picture, more than 2,000 | 


feet in length. 


The act reads, ‘Such synopsis shall be made a part of the lease and ; 
include (a) an outline of the story, incidents and scenes depicted or 
depicted, and (b) a statement describing the manner of treatment 
legs concerning scenes depicting vice, crime, or suggestive of sexual pas- 
It is the purpose of this section to make available to the exhibitor 
sufficient information concerning the contents of the film and the manner 
of treatment to enable him to determine whether he desires to select the 
film for exhibition and later to determine whether the film is 
the synopsis.’ 


sion 


scribed by 
‘If a motion picture film which has been leased in 


Continuing, it says, 


commerce is substantially different from the synopsis herein above re- | 


quired, whether in respect of the outline or the manner 
Sehibiior may cancel the lease as to such film without liability for breach 
of contract and may recover all damages suffered by him because of such 
difference, or he may retain the lease and recover damages for a breach of 
warranty.’ 


Nothing could be more absurd than such provisions which would become 
Federal law, if the bill passes both houses and is signed by the President. 
Present methods of negotiating for groups of films between exchanges 
and exhibitors have evolved from the natural processes of the business 
over the past quarter of a century. The Neely bill purports to regulate; 





of treatment, the | 


shall | 
to be} 
of dia- | 


fairly de- | 


———$___ 


SUBSEQUENT 





Day - and - Dating 
Makes It Virtually a 
Double First-Run — Then 
There’s the Stunt of ‘Con- 
tinued’ Ist Runs, Un- 
natural Holdovers, Etc.— 
With Result the Secondary 
Houses Have Little Left 
—Loew’s Squawk in N.Y. 
Curbed Par’s Idea for the 


Criterion 


Pictures 


\_DISTRIBS CAN’T HELP IT 


} 


Complaints = against 
termed unreasonable 


what are 
holdovers, 


SS NENSsenesanueaneesnrenaeeesanareoneeeen 


‘MILKING’ FILMS --SQUAWK — 





Despite Favorable Neely’s Bill 


i to be 


| moveovers, day-and-dating or other 
means the dominant theatres prac- | 


| Managers, 


whereas, in effect, it would completely destroy the present system, which, | 


if far from perfect, nonetheless is the result of continuous practices over | 


Relations between exhibitors and exchanges have un- 


a period of years. : 
From such conflicts, pregress 


dergone bitter controversy at various times. 
in relationship is born. 


—_——_—_— 


if the Washington administration believes ther@ is merit in the appeal | 


for regulation of blockbooking, let the step be made in a sensible, proper 
manner,  * 
could be done in conference of representatives of distributor and exhibitor 
organizations, provided the Department of Justice would give such a con- 
ference its blessing by declaring the conferees immune from the anti- 
trust laws. 


The Neely bill strikes at the heart of the picture business —production. 
It would regulate and limit, legally, the process of film producing by de- 
manding, under penaity of loss of total investment or negative, that a film 
must be made substantially within the wording of a synopsis supplied by 
studios to distributors (who in turn pass it along to exhibitors) some 
weeks, or months, before camera work begins. Such 
ludicrous, 





A feature film is not a synopsis or a screenscript brought to life by 
camera and microphone. It is a piece of creative expression which forms 
itself during the camera period. Synopsis and screenscript form a pat- 


: working in combination | : 
tern: living actors, writers, artisans and director, we | sae theless Galea inte subssquente. 


and cooperatively, are the creators. The history of the making of nearly 
all successful pictures reveals a series of changes, radical modifications and 
improvements over the written manuscript. The author frequently is the 
most active contributor to changes from the original. Technique (which 
the bill defines as treatment) is the undefinable quality in production which 
springs from expert craftsmanship. 





The Neely bill, and its House counterpart, the Pettingill bill, have been 
kicking around Congress for the past three years. 
informed that the ship has gone by so far as any need for Federal, 
regulation of story material in films is concerned. 


Rewriting of certain portions of the uniform agreement of 1933 | 





a proposal is) 


| 


tice in dulling the edge of a picture | 


for runs behind them, are beginning 
to reach alarming proportions and 
ultimately may bring about restric- 
tions under pressure to distributors. 
The protests are going to 
heads, company presidents, 


and exchanges. 

Although in some quarters it is 
felt that complaining exhibitors do 
not have a leg to stand on, 
sales managers are not unmindful 


certain | 


that pictures are being unnecessarily | 


drained in many instances. A few 


large circuits are named in this con- | 
nection where they have control of | 


situation and wring pictures dry | 
| before letting them go to opposition | 


The sales head of | : : 2 3 
| to function around three years ago, 


| is understood now to be finally liqui- 


subsequent runs. 
one of the large companies points 


particularly to one of the larger, 
well-organized circuits which has 
strong buying power. This chain 


holds pictures even if under the op- 
erating nut theatres may no more 
than break even, moves pictures 
from a first run to what might be 
considered a ‘continued first run,’ 
and otherwise stalls them before let- 
ting them go. 


Double First Runs 


In addition to ‘continued first runs,’ 
a new term and practice that is com- 


| ing into the business, circuit milkers 


| 


will frequently day-and-date prod- 
uct so that it gets a double first-run 


A situation is noted where an inde- 
pendent is making more money with | 
the cheapest kind of product on first | 


| 





| run than he is with choice pictures | 


that come to him subsequently after 


| the out-front milking has occurred 


downtown first runs, the 
Legislators should be} 
legal | 
There is in practical | 


and effective operation in Hollywood and New York studios a production | 


code, administered by the producers under agreement, which is handling 
the context matter admirably. Passing the responsibility to 13,000 ex- 
hibitors to approve, or disapprove, stories after they have been filmed, 
Js unworkable and impractical. It is nonsense. 


Even if the Neely bill was good, which it isn’t, it is a serious step in the 
wrong direction to invite legislative interference with the workings of the 
film industry. Pictures as an art and industry have come a long way in a 
short time. Absence of Government regulation has had much to do with 
the healthy growth of the business. The responsibility for inviting Gov- 
ernment nose-poking into the film industry cannot wholly be laid at the 
door of the proponents of the Neely bill. There is room for progress and 
coustructive improvement in existing distributor license agreement forms. 


If the present precarious status of the Neely bill has crystallized vol- 
Uutary action, it has served its most useful purpose. 


Hoilywood tae! 


Harry Rapf and nd Lace Schlesinger, 
on their recent South American 
cruise aboard the Rex, gave the boys 
lin Culver City and Burbank some- 


_——. 


GLADYS GEORGE'S ‘OR 
ELSE’ TO M-G STUDIO 


H enn March 1. 








Where large circuits are behind big 
complaint 
is equally as vigorous where film is 
beaten thin. One of these is Loew's 


| Bennett, and gave the actress 10 days 


which, in New York particularly, de- | 


cries the strain under which pictures 
are put by the big de luxe first runs 
before going to the Loew second and 
third run theatres. This circuit has 
often complained of preview 
where two pictures are thrown the 
public for the usual price, 
fact advertised that an added feature 
may be seen. This, in the Loew 
opinion, is double-billing by subter- 
fuge. An instance where Loew’s 


| buying power of which must be re- 
spected, put in a terrific squawk was | 


when Paramount planned move-over 
first runs from the Par to the Cri- 


, terion under a deal to acquire latter. 


| near-‘A’ or ‘B’ 


7 ly de Gladys George, who re- | thing to really shoot at. Metro pro- 
‘a vv ° 7 . . 
«uy departed Metro, gets a picture | qucer and WB shorts impresario, | 
assignment soon she will go to Lon- wrote, produced, directed and 


don to do ‘Personal Appearance’ for 
Gilbert Miller. 

It was her 
comedy 


screened a whodunit all on the same 
| voyage. Cast was composed of fel- 
Stage success in the low passengers. 

that won her featured roles| Believed to be the first 
t several Metro pictures. | film ever she. aboard an 


complete 


| are more holdovers today, 


It never went through. 


More Holdovers Today 
The big chains with a majority of 
first runs take the position that there 
even if 
forced somewhat, due to the fact 
there is a shortage of serviceable 
pictures to fill out. 


| distinction that libel must prove ten- 


nights | 


Hedy to Get Fresh 


with the} 


| getting a chance 


iCharles Bover in ‘Algiers,’ 


|ger’s ‘The River Is Blue,’ 


This explains the increase in re- 
issues, it is claimed, with these in, 
many cases doing better than what's 
left after the ‘A’ product has been 
culled from programs 

It is questionable what, if any- 
thing, the distributors will do about 
control of product on first run. With 


most crying for extended runs every- 


| where, the average sales manager is 
TY 


ocean liner.’ 


in a peculiar position in the matte 
(Continued on page 19) 


LESSENE() Report, Any Legislation in “38 On 


Anti-Block Booking Looks Cold 


= . — a — 4 


SIEGEL HEADS ALL 
REPUB. PRODUCTION 


Hol wires ood, 
M. J. (Moe) Siegel was named 
managing director in charge of all 
production at Republic Monday (28). 
Title of president of Republic Pic- 
tures, held by Siegel, was declared 
vacant. Other promotion on the lot 
‘vates Sol Siegel from producer of 
saaenana and serials to ) full charge 
of all features. Charle Ford takes 
over Siegel’s former Hse chit 
Hubert Voight was dropped as 
publicity head with no replacement | 
made. Announcement from 
Herbert Yates, board chairman. 
stated that producers and director 
will be added with present studio 
—— * remaining undisturbed. 


March 1 








, leaders to give cons 





ART CINEMA CO. 


studio | 
sales | 
leading theatre operators | 


LIQUIDATED: 
307, DIVVY 


Art Cinema Corp., former financ- 
ing unit for United Artists, headed 


Washington, March 1. 
Block-! 


unlike 


ooking Jlezislation seems 
ly to make much greater 
ress in C 
been the case in prior sessions. 
despite the favorable report 
the Neely bill. 


Jammed Senate 


prog- 
yngress than has 


This 
given 


this vear 


calendar is almost 


certain to bar consideration of the 
measure to force abandonment of 
traditional sales practices, at least 


adjournment, when there 
insufficient time to put 
through the House, 
ition of House 
deration to the 
despite persistent pressure 
independent exhib- 


until near 
would be 
such a proposal 
There is no dispos 


matter, 
from friends of 
itors. 

The House is the stumbling block 
in the wavy of the reform element. 
Chairman Clarence Lea of the Inter- 
state Commerce Committee cannot 
see how his group can spend time 
holding hearings, and does not feel 
disposed to take up the Pettengill 
bill without having more oratory. 
Many matters of far greater impor- 
tance are requiring attention of his 
sroup. 

Chance remains that the Senate 
will act, but, in view of the House 
conditions, this would be ineffectual, 
Some suspicion Senator Neely is not 
especially anxious to get a vote and 
is content to have the proposition 
die on the calendar at the end of the 
session. 





by Joseph M. Schenck, which ceased 


dated, with stockholders having re- 
ceived recently the last dividend 
payment from this firm. 

Understood that all told the share- 
holders received approximately a 
30% dividend, amounting in the ag- 
gregate to around $1,500,000, 





Fidler Scores First 
Point in Constance 
Bennett’s Libel Suit 


Hollywood, March 1. 
Superior court Monday (31) sus- 
tained the demurrer of attorneys for 
Jimmie Fidler, defendant in the 
$20,000 libel suit filed by Constance 





to amend her complaint. Film gos- 
siper is accused of making false 
statements on the air concerning the 
film player. 

Court held Miss Bennet could sue 
for slander, but not libel, drawing 


dency to damage, while slander is | 
based on actual damage. 





Start Under Wanger| 
Hollywood, March 1. | 

Walter 
American 
} 


Wanger will sponsor the 

screen debut of Hedy La 

Marr, the erstwhile Hedy Kessler of 

‘Ecstasy’ repute, who has bcen on | 
the Metro Jot for six months without 
before the cameras. 
rowed her for one of 
feminine leads opposite 
which 
now adapting from the 


Wagener has bor 
the two 


James Cain is 
French story. 
Production, which will be released 
by United Artists, will follow Wan- | 
now in 
the final stages o% filming. | 
siiisisieitanlensntl 

PAR GIVES MIKE A TRY | 

Hollywood, March 1 

Michael Brooke, Britain’s Earl of 
Warwick turned actor, has checked | 
in at Paramount following a trip to} 
the homeland, and now waiting | 
his first camera a nment. | 
Brooke was contract to} 
Metro for six months without an »: -| 
despite that he drew $750 


J 

4 
e 1s ' 
weeniy. 


, 
unacr 


| anti-block booking statute, 


;}even a lone 


Columbus, March 1. 

Federal court decision throwing 
out Ohio anti-compulsory playdate 
law will have no adverse effect on 
other litigation involving exhibitors’ 
interests, according to Secretary P. J. 
Wood of the Independent Theatre 
Owners of Ohio. 


Wood points out that the court 
overruled three points raised by dis- 
tributors: the contention that the law 
places an undue burden on interstate 
commerce, the theory that it in- 
fringed on copyright law and the 
distribs’ contention that public ex- 
hibition of motion pictures is not af- 
fected with a public interest. 

He thinks passages in decision 01 
public interest should be helpful in 
upholding North Dakota theatre di- 
vorcement law. Pending appeal in 
Interstate Amus. Co., case should be 
helped by clarification of respective 
spheres of federal and state govern- 
ments, he says. 


Disrupting Effect 

Following a series of confabs be- 
tween sales representatives and legal 
experts of principal major com- 
panies at Hays office in past two 
weeks, consensus of opinion in in- 
dustry is that the Neely anti-block 
booking bill now in the U. S. Senate 
would completely disrupt current 
methods of distribution. And further 
that it would be extremely unwise 
for the picture business to be saddled 
with any such drastic experiment at 
a time when income is on the down- 
beat and numerous other problems 


now are confronting the industry. 
As the wording of Neely bill 
tands, no picture could be sold un- 


| til produced and finally edited. Any 
| change 


synopsis, on which 
sold under the 
would lay 
the picture company open to prose- 
cution and criminal penalties (one 
year in jail or $5,000 fine, or both). 
per th distributors presumably 
could continue lining up and lling 


from the 


each film would be 


) nee of year’s features to cire 
cuit affiliates and many large exhib- 
itors, there would be little object 
in doing this if numerous inde- 
pendent exhibitors had to be sold 
on each picture. Not one of them 
would risk po ble 3 tigation from 
«by 


small e b who might 


charge that th e delivered picture dif- 
fered from the synopsis submitied 
when sold. 
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Lefty Gets an Offside Proposish, 
But Junior Keeps Him Straight 








By Joe Laurie, Jr. 
Coolacres, Cal., March 1. | 
Dear Joe 
There is a reason for why I got 


whatever happens. I just found out 


‘Snow White’ and ‘In Old Chicago.’ It wasn’t a mistake; it was done on 
purpose Here’s what happened: last Tuesday a mysterious looking guy 
came to the box office and asks Florence, the cashier, where he could 
locate me, he en ! | ! office Il wi in there t fi uy 
the Anniversary Number of Variety when I hear ac h d when I 
looks up I see this bird. He is about the size of a bartender and has gra} 
hair which matches his face Then with a mysterious baritone voice he 
\ Are tt Y nager? 
We l tne } 1 € 1 Ve € late I’) i ( 
I the i ¢ I k ) ne ind a] : 
‘What do you want t ee the manager about?’ With that he gives me a 
clammy han ke and sez. ‘I'm Willie Brady from the Exchange How 





‘Snow White’ Well, I think it’s a trap, so I start be- 
littling the telling him that the color hurt the eves of my cus- 


tomers and I expected lawsuits about it At this, he kinda laughs, if you 


Gid you do with 


picture, 


laughing, and sez, ‘It’s okay pal, you can come Clean 
you and I also sent ‘In Old Chicago,” but 
‘Chicago’ back without running it: that’s 
Well I sez, ‘I didn’t know that you 


can picture an oysie! 
with me. I sent that picture to 
I couldn't figure 
why I came up to see 


why vou sent 


vou personal.’ 


are the new manager of the exchange,’ and I was very happy to hear that 
they are going to five rie a bre K and e! ] me sood pictures vithout 
checkers. ‘Naw. he sez, ‘you got me wrong pal, I’m not the n el 
I work in the shipping denartment, and I've had a little run of I 1 luck 


and I figured that you'd pay me a little extra on the side if you got some 
of the He tells me he picked me 
was in such an out-of-the-way place and nobody would ever kno Well, 
by that time IJ see the ‘ 
and I don't believe in rackets. He tells me I’m a 
ay ay a lot of good dough for both of us; that it wouldn't hurt 
So I told him to wait a while and I would talk it over with my pai 
So I went up and told Aggie about it. 
ceiling. I havent’ seen her so mad even years ago in Oklahoma City when 
the Greek manager cancelled us. She sez, ‘Do you want Jr. to grow up 
and spend his time going into jails on visiting days to see you?’ So I sez, 
‘Listen, Aggie, I wasn’t gonna take this guy’s proposition, but seein’ that 
you are my partner I wanted to see what you had to say about it.” Then 
she sez. ‘You always make me your partner when you got some trouble to 


uut because my theatre 


better pictures.’ 


whole racket and I tell him that I'm a business man 
: ; 
he company. 


ner, 
Soy, she let out a yell and hit the 


cut up.’ 
The ‘Honest Hearts’ Routine 

Well. I goes back to Fish-eyes and I read him a from ‘Honest 
Hearts’ until I almost got to cryin myself. Well, the guy hung his head 
and looked like a disappointed eagle; a few ice cubes trickled down his 
cheeks. and he begs me not to say anything to the exchange because he’s 
got a wife and kids. I tell him I never blew a whistle in my life on any- 
body and the best thing for him to do is to go straight. So he gives me 
another option on a handshake and he scrams. Maybe I should have done 
business with the guy to give him a chance to get some dough for his 
wife and kids. and it wouldn't hurt the exchange because they make plenty 
of dough, and besides it would give a chance to the poor people of this 
town to see good pictures. But it’s best to be honest, and anyway the 
whole thing may have been a trick to catch me off my guard. 

They sent me a picture last week that would be great to empty the 
theatre in a hurry. In case of a fire all I'd have to do is to show the 
picture, open the doors wide, and the patrons would do the rest. I guess 
the exchange doesn’t want me to get into the higher brackets. 

Remember me to the bovs and girls and tell ‘em the only trouble I find 
with a small town is everybody knows everybody that 
knows. Sez 


scene 


everybody 


Your pal, 
Leftu. 
Hildegardce sez, ‘In these days vou really can’t judge by appearances. 
A woman that is wearing a mink coat may really be wealthy.’ 
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FRANCES FARMER SUED | Starring Status for Lanes 
FOR $75,000 COMMISH 


Hollywood, March 1. 
2 Priscilla and Rosemary Lane have 
been elevated to star status by War- 


ners, bringing the Burbank lot's ros- 


Frances Farmer, stage and screen 
star, currently in ‘Golden Boy’ on 
Broadway, was sued yesterday | 
(Tuesday) in N. Y. supreme court | ter of top billers to 25, 
by Shepard ‘Traube, agent, who! Elevation of Priscilla Lane came 
claims the actress owes him $75,000; as a reward for her work in ‘Holly- 
in fees on her engagements since, wood Hotel’ and ‘Golddiggers in 
December, 1935. Judge Bernard) Paris,’ while Rosemary Lane won 
Shientag has ordered Miss Farmer |her upping through performances in 


to appear March 7 for examination | ‘Cowboy from Brooklyn’ and ‘Love. 


before trial of the suit. Traube| Honor and Behave.’ 
wants an accounting of her earn-| ies 
ings in pictures and on the stage | JESSEL TALMADGE OPEN 
since the time she is alleged to 7 
have run out on him. | 
The agent claims he and Miss PERSONALS APRIL 15 


Farmer entered a contract in May. 
1935. which was to run for five 
years. He was to get her jobs and 


George Jessel and Norma Tal- 


| 


receive the usual 10%. Avers he) madge come east in April for five 
; sdiately ke . ; rit : ae , 
immediately hooked her Up with theatre dates via the William Morris 
Paramount and arranged for other F D t ; 

. . agency ox, Detroit, has ncille 
engagements. She never paid him, ‘inti dh ; pencilled 


them in for April 15, following which 


they 


Dec. 15, 1935, in- 
washed up 


but instead. on 


formed him he was all play successive wecks at the 


so far as she was concerned. In! Stanley, Pittsburgh: Capitol, Wash- 
her answer Miss Farmer admits! ington, and the Century, Baltimore 
signing a contract with Traube but! Following Balto, act Jay fi ec} 
claims he was the first to breach! and comes into Lo Stat ae 


it. Also opposes suit on ground 


May 20. 


plaintifi has no standing, not hav- Act will have Josephine Star: 
ing a license to run a_ theatrical youngster, with them on the air. ..smy 
agency. Arnel, singer, several stooges, and 
“ie 1Tommy Tucker's band from Jessel’ 

R ckj q’ 6 : ? adig commercial which will not be 

ys int $ ervice interrupted. Tucker will baton the- 

atre pit bands shifted to the siage, 

Hollvwood, March 1. bringing several] key men from hi 

Morrie Ryskind is back on the!own outfit for insertion int the 


house crews, 


silly Gilbert, film comedian, has 


RKO lot to do the 
*Room Service.’ which will be filmed 
with the Marx Bros. in the featured , had two weeks added to his current 
spot. George Stevens will direct. p.a. tour. He goes into the Stanley, 

Ryskind was last at RKO for the | Pittsburgh, Friday (4). and St. Leuis, 
Stage Door’ script. March 11. 


screenplay fol 


lations 


‘OOTH’S FINAL STRAIGHT | rr agi 
MUSICAL THIS YEAR. be Cos bye Mew 


Darryl Zanuck told 20th Fox pro- 
ducers today (Tuesday) ‘Alexander's 
Ragtime Band’ will be the last of 
straight musicals this year. 

Films will earry musical 
with 


personalities dominat- 


ine 
ms 


Bobby Jones Goifs 
With Judge, but Loses 
WB Inceme Tax Plea 


Atla ta Ma | | 
Federal Government was entitled 
to $53.339.37 income tax slice it took 
ou ( $156,200 paid Robert Tyre 


(Bobby) Jones by Warner Bros. Pic- 
res. Inc., for series of golf shorts 


n 1931 and 1933, Federal Judge Bas- 





com S. Deaver ruled last week. Ex- 
eolfing champion had made deal 
with his father Robert P. Jones, 
whereby latter purchased services 
f n for $1,000 and received 

es paid by Hollywood producers 

h funds w e placed in trust for 
Bobby’s three minor children. 


Senior Jones announced case would 
Heard in Macon, Feb. 
judge took case under advisement 
Feb. 23 at 


be appealed 
signing decision order 
Athens, Ga., where he was hold 
court. Jurist ruled that if golfer had 
assigned his future earnings to his 
father as trustee for the children 
after he had executed contract with 
Warners ‘there could be no question 
as to the taxability of such income.’ 

‘This, in effect, and in contempla- 
tion of the income tax laws, is ex- 
His father was 
a mere conduit,’ judge stated. 

During trial Jones paired with a 
Macon clothier against Judge Deaver 
and a special assistant to attorney- 
general, who assisted in defense of 
case, giving jurist and partner a 
shellacking jn an 18-hole match at 
Idle Hour Country Club. 


actly what he did do. 


Columbia’s Story Hunt 
For Lanny Ross’ New Pic 


Hollywood, March 1. 
Columbia is having a lot of trouble 
finding a story for Lanny . 
Boat star. Tenor 


another picture 


{Oss 
radio’s old Show 
doesn't want 1 
where for no reason he sings early 
and often, but is holding out for 
something like ‘It Happened One 
Night’ where Clark ‘able did some 
bd, but logical, singing while roll- 
ing along in a car. 

Stories where’ singers moved 
around and had a reason for singing 
run into costumers and troubadours, 
and Col. doesn’t like to play into 
the hands of either, as they run into 
money. Meanwhile Ross is shopping 
round for a story on his own. 


just 


Jock Lawrence Now Asst. 
Producer to Sam Goldwyn 


Hollywood, March 1, 

Jock Lawrence, for two years 
Samuel Goldwyn’s chief praiser, has 
been uppped to an assistant’s berth 
in the production department. Al 
Vaughn, who has been assistant pub- 
licity director, moves up. 

Freddie Kohlmar, who originally 
went with Goldwyn as talent execu- 
tive and later was promoted to as- 
sociate producer, left the lot last 
week at the same time 
Haight and Sam Marx did. 


George 


U's N. O. Pic 


Bruce Manni scripts ith Uni- 
Ve | ere for a iv of some 
e 10 ie material for film he 
on ‘ { y ¢ t] d New 
Orlear He j if f J 3 K. 
i ¢ eman \¢ 
nA , 
i ‘ » ren¢ cequaint- 
? le ] ’ ‘ ° } 
i i au rn pape! DOVS 
‘ } 1 ne lorme y ed on 
Phe lie 


‘B’way Gals’ Cameraing 
Hollywood 


March 1] 


‘ SG a 
Warne: } ent “Three Broad- 
Wau Git ’ before the came th 
John Farro directing from Law- 


creenplay. 
Cast include Anita Louise, Gloria 
Dixon, Susan Howard, John Litel 


jand Patiic Knowles. 


interpo- | 


| neck dress as she does in one street 


‘Sally, Irene and Mary’ Well Dressed Gals 
If you have a weakness for Fred Allen and Jimmy Durante 


: ; ‘ an evening 
with ‘Sally, Irene and Mary’ can’t be a waste of time. 


Besides being 


ae very 
funny guys, they have the added break of geiting some smart lines and 
funny, if implausible, situations to play around with. Still on the laugh 
side of the ledger are Joan Davis and Gregory Ratoff with Louise i@, psy 


Rose) Hovick doing a sort of brunet Mae West and getting all the ; 
of her lines, 


Alice Faye and Tony Martin handle the cardiac affairs and most o¢ 


songs. Fetching costumes were designed by Gwen Wakeling fo; Ay Fave 
whose lines lend a feminine touch to the most man-tailored suit e rea. 
son for this is obvious in a little girl frock with tight sash and kirt 
with Joan Davis in an identical costume showing as much anat ‘ 
fewer curves. Marjorie Weaver makes the third of the trio . 

Bridesmaids’ outfits with high ruffled bonnets and full flo ength 
gowns ruffled fron tem to stern are becoming to all the ! l Fe e 
brides in a slim white satin gown and tulle veil caught on top of her head 
with a bunch of white flowers A telephone doll dress w ith t ff te 
and rosebuds outlining the drop shoulder line is another happy choice fo! 
Miss Fave. 

Louise Hovick pursues Tony Martin, wearing a practically tople black 
evening gown-—a line not suited to her architecture. A white 


evening 
gown with shirred bodice and long ermine cape does better bv he; 


« 


4 ii= 
houet. And the lady should never wear high narrow hats with Wish 
scene. Makes her look all neck and 
no head. 


Tony Martin, a little too composed as the vocal 


‘ zing juvenile, sir better 
than he acts—but he’s traveling in some pretty fast performi: company 
1 .) - sii 
in this flim, 
Roxy Stage Show’s Femme Lineup 
Cowboy Bee Ho Gray is brought on stage by the Gae Foster girls. weg? 
§ : girl ar- 


ing a Roxy version of milkmaid costume—ruffled white aprons before and 
brief red panties behind and high white bonnets on top. A gro ip in bright 
red dresses and white cartwheel hats serve as ‘Ten Pretty Girls.’ to 
duce the dancing Condos Bros. Girls switch to old blue satin 
large chiffon background violiniste Jeanne 
number, 

Miss Brideson fiddles in a white 
drop shoulder 


Inlro- 
heaths and 
scarves to Brideson’s first 
bouffant gown with rhinestone 
bodice, and white flowers in her dark hair. 
staging for her second solo, with Eleanor Tennis providing 
ground on the elevated stage behind a gauze curtain. Miss Tennis w Cals 
a pearl white ballet dress, the top layer of tulle caught at the wrists \ ith 
wink-like effect. 

Acrobatic Paul Kirkland’s ‘and company’ assists him in a white starred 
blue blouse and short white chiffon skirt. Foster Girls wind up the bill 
with a repeat on the Tyrolean costumes and bike routine of last we 
considerable improvement in handling the wheels. 


studded 
There's nice 
a dancing back- 


ek, and 


‘A Yank at Oxford’ Squares Robert Taylor 
A Yank at Oxford’ swarms with whimsy, Oxford tradition and bovish 
exuberance. All in an apparent effort to prove that Robert Tavlor has } 


air 
on his chest. Mr 


Taylor is an exceptionally good looking young man. but 
not so beautiful that he should be forced to run like mad, gritting his nice 
white teeth in order to show the fans that he doesn’t live on crean puffs, 
Mr. Taylor’s character is essentially more leisurely than the enervetic Lee 
Sheridan, and he gets the athletic idea 


over better when he is not actually 
engaged in competitive sports 


It is hard to take the large gobs of nobility scattered among the boyish 
hilarity, since the character drawn by Griffith Jones as Paul Beaumont. 
hasn't indicated any such trait. The whole thing is strongly reminiscent of 
the Tom Brown series. 

The girl-who-misunderstands-then-sees-the-light is Maureen O'Sullivan, 
who has little to do and does it in simple schoolish frocks with straight 
lines and neat round collars. 

The menace is supplied by Vivien Leigh, who doesn't look as dashing as 
she is intended to be as the college widow. Two fur-trimmed outfits are 
more scrambled than sirenish. One is a short-sleeved dress with leopard 
collar and cuffs worn with a Breton. The other is a light, fur-trimmed 
jacket with a halo hat. 

Lionel Barrymore totters around his newspaper office and around Oxford 
admiring son Robert Taylor and straightening matters out. This should 
be easy for Mr. Barrymore as it is about the third time this season he’s 
turned up at school at the last minute, to fix everything up for the fadeout. 

‘A Slight Case of Murder’ a Big Case of Mirth 

‘A Slight Case of Murder’ is more than a slight case of giggles with 
Edward G. Robinson having a marvelous time doing a reformed bootlegger. 
Given ingenious situations and Edward Brophy, Allen Jenkins and Harold 
Huber to assist in the wacky proceedings, Mr. Robinson and the eudience 
should both be happy. 

Everyone has fun except Jane Bryan, who is in the unfortunate position 
of being a necessary adjunct as the daughter of Robinson and Ruth Don- 
nelly. It may not be entirely her fault that she acts like a polite visitor 
to the haywire household. Having little else to do, however, Miss Brvan 
might have remembered that she is supposed to have spent a number of 
years in a smart Parisian finishing school. Finishing schools do not turn 
out young ladies who indicate directions with their thumbs. It's a graceless 
and charm-destroying gesture for a female. 

The only other straight part of importance, in the dizzy doings. is as- 
signed to Joe Downing, who is rapidly becoming Hollywood's sinister-pan 
No. 1. He makes ‘Little Caesar’ look like Foxy Grandpa in compirison. 
Mr. Downing only shows up occasionally in the film but his appearance is 
just the right touch of contrast to heighten the comedy effect. 

No picture is funny merely because it doesn’t make sense, and ‘A Slight 
Case of Murder,’ with its cast, lines and situations should stand on iis own 
as a comedy, instead of being included as just another of the ‘crazy-cycle’ 
fad. 

Miss Donnelly 


pos Mion 





is plastered with 


as the wife of an ex-public 


rhinestones and sequins, befitting her 
Miss Bryan Is] 


cloth evening gow? 


enemy. 
orea as to street clothes, with one metal 
Walst and low neck. worn 


virlishlv table 
with high 
unaer a short peplum looks like it 


jacket that 


pelor ged to anoithe aress, 


O.K., But No 

The advertising goes unusually 
calling ‘Of Human Hearts’ 
‘Birth of a Natio: 


‘Birth of a Nation’ 

haywire, even for picture blurbing, in 
the ‘drama to challenge 
1. Not arguing the 


the fame of the mighty 
merit question, the two haven't even 
waved to each other in a parade. There is a touch of Civil War in ‘Hearts,’ 
ind a Lincoln by John Carradine. but the picture comes heading 
oF sermons and a treat for femme 


Evervthing Beulah 


haken by 


under the 
matineée-goers in 
Bondi (Marv 


tuking awav het 


search cf a yood cry. 
Wilkins), but her sweet 
her pet 


happens to 
resignation can't be 


husband, her son, 
norse and her 


family treasure 
Leatrice Joy Gilbert and Gene Revnolds 
ford and Stewart as children, Mis 
irted heroine with little he 


mother Beulah Bondi’: 


Ye 


are well chosen for Ann Ruthe! 

Rutherford is a sweet-voiced hoep- 

urt-interesting to do among the reels of 
‘ . « 7 . + PI o 

ecrinces and son James Stewart's leck of unde! 

ending 

Guy Kibbee 


ead . 
Charley Grapewin and Cherles Coburn ' 


pentieme 
“WhO can alwuvs be 


three 
‘ _ counted on to hold their own—make up some of the 
cnaraciers in the circ vit rider's villace headquarters 
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Wae West's PA. Hypoes Danger’ 


In Chi to Smash 


$17,000, ‘Breast,’ Fields Orch 256 


| eo 


Chicago, March 1. 

Topping the town in all directions 
and on every score is Mae West, who 
js cracking attendance and gross 
marks at the Palace this week. 
Smacked the front pages and public 
attention from the minute she 
stepped off the train, and the crush 
at the Palace is so big that it has 
been necessary to squeeze in a sched- 
ule of six and seven shows daily. 

Bad disappointer is the ‘Big Broad- 
cast. with Shep Fields’ band, at the 
Chicago. Oriental holds over ‘Gold- 
wvyn Follies, which turned in a 
whacking session previously. Will 
hold to a good gross on indications. 
‘yank at Oxford’ got away nicely at 
the UA. ‘In Old Chicago’ indicates 
that it is likely to break run reccrds 
for roadshow pictures in this town, 
going on at a steady trot at the 
Apollo 

Estimates for This Week 

Apolle (B&K) (1,200; 55-83-$1.10- 
$1.65)—In Old Chicago’ (20th) (Sth 
week). Holding up to remarkable 
gross despite lengthening of stay. Far 
above stop figure at $16,000 again last 
week, strong. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Broadcast’ (Par) and Shep Fields 
band on stage. Disappointing take in 
prospect though good stage show. 
Looks $25,000 tops, weak. Last week, 
‘Gold’ (WB) and vaude didn’t bring 
any gold into this spot and sank the 
register to sad $24,000. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—‘Paid to Dance’ (Col). Not much 
indicated here and will have to be | 
satisfied with $5,000 on the week. | 
Last week, ‘Hurricane’ (UA), fin- | 
ished wow six-weeker in loop to | 
fine $5,100, 

Oriental (B&K) (3,200; 35-55-75 )— | 
‘Goldwyn Follies’ (UA) and vaude | 
(2nd week). Holding to good $18,000 | 
currently following sock $31,000 last 
week. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-75)— 
‘Double Danger’ (RKO) and vaude. 
Mae West on stage and that tells the 
tale. Personal is dragging in wow 
coin and business. Topping every- 
thing in town with shattering $38,000. 
Just a question of squeezing ‘em in. 
Last week, ‘Stage Door’ (RKO) and |} 
vaude, finished second week here to 
neat enough $16,300. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—‘Baroness’ (20th). Opened Sat- 
urday (26) and looks all right for 
$12,000. Last week, ‘Met My Love’ 
(UA), disappointed to wobbly $5,200. 

State-Lake (Jones) (2,700; 25-35- 
45-55 )—‘Crashing Hollywood’ (RKO) 
and vaude. Good week again to 
$13,000. Last week, ‘Beg, Borrow’ 
(MG), nice $12,100. 

United Artists (B&K-UA) (1,700: 
35-55-65-75 )—‘Yank’ (MG), Opened 
Saturday (26) and headed for good 
$17,000. Last week, ‘Everybody’ 
(MG). sagged and yanked after weak 
$10,200. 


Sacred,’ 9G, ‘Gold’ 86, 
Snappy in Dull Seattle 


Seattle, March 1. 

In general, Seattle is glad Janu- 
ary and February are over with. 
March is expected to bring the usual 
Spring business pickup, with lumber 
os other industries showing new 
ife. 
ll pix are slow currently, except 
Nothing Sacred,’ which is heading 
for big $9,000. 

Estimates for This Week 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(900; 27) —t Hawaiian Buckaroo’ 
(20th) and ‘Jury's Secret’ (U), dual. 
Expect only $1,800, poor. Last week | 
ic tashing Hollywood’ (RKO) and | 
Pd Girl’ (RKO) dual, fairish $2,- | 














Coliseum (Hamrick - Evergreen) | 
(1,000; 21-32)—'Navy Blue’ (MG) 
and ‘Big Time Girl’ (20th), dual. 


Split with ‘Last Gangster’ (MG) and | 
Angel’ (Par), dual. Looking for $2,- 
600, poor. Last week ‘2nd Honey- | 
moon’ (20th) and ‘Ebb Tide’ (Par), | 
dual, $3,100. good. 

ent Olonial (Sterling) (850; 10-21)— | 
Flight from Glory’ (RKO) and ‘She | 
Asked for It (Par), dual, split with 
Borneo (20th) and ‘Miss Aldrich’ 
MG), dual. Figure on moderate 
$1.800. Last week ‘Partners of 
Plains’ (Par) and ‘Girl from Scot- 


‘and Yard’ (Par), dual, held full 
week, 200d $2,000. 

1 Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Ever- | 
Sreen) (2,400; 32-37-42)—'Baroness | 


and Butler’ 


} (20th) and ‘Arsene Lu- | 
Pin’ (MG). 


in dual. Indicated only 
26,500, Last week ‘Goldwyn 
; Ollies’ (UA), single bill, good $9,200, 
ut below expectations. 

on iberty (J-vH) (1,900; 21-27-42)— 
Nothing Sacred’ (UA). Heading for 
$9.000, tremendous. Last week ‘Pen- 
nentiary ‘Col) and ‘No Time to 
Marry’ (Col), dual, okay $5,100. 
(omiusie Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) | 
400; 32-37-42)—'Goldwyn ‘Follies’ | 


slow. 





$38,000; ‘Yank’ 








ss 


Key City Grosses | 


Estimated Total Gross 


This Week . 2... - 91,644,800 
(Based on 23 cities, 163 the- 
atres, chiefly first runs, in- 


cluding N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same 

Week Last Year. $1,782,800 
(Based on 26 cities, 177 theatres) 











| White’ 


| wowing the 


(UA) moved from Fifth Ave. Reach- | 
ing for $3,000, good. Last week 
‘Happy Landing’ (20th) and ‘Bulldog 
Drummond's Revenge’ (Par), dual, 
fourth and final week, six days, $2,- 
600, good. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2.700; 32-37-42)—‘Gold’ (FN) and 
‘Change of Heart’ (20th), dual. An- 
ticipate $8,000, good. Last week 
‘Everybody Sing’ (MG) ‘Mr. Moto’ 
(20th), dual, yanked after five slow 
days, $3,100. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 16-27- 
37)—‘There Goes Girl’ (RKO) and | 
‘Invisible Menace’ (WB), dual, and | 
vaude. Gaited at $3,400, fair. Last | 
week ‘London by Night’ (MG) and | 
vaude, fair $3,100. 

Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) | 
(3,106; 32-37-42)—‘Yank at Oxford’ | 
(MG) and ‘City Girl’ (20th), dual | 
(2nd week). Expect $4.000, okay on | 
h. o. Last week, same 
$9,100. | 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (850; 21-32)— | 
‘Awful Truth’ (Col) and ‘Daughter 
of Shanghai’ (Par), dual. 





} 
| 


Nice com- | 


bination heading for $2,500, good. | 
ast week ‘True Confession’ (Par) 


'and ‘Boy of Streets’ (MG), dual, $2,- | 


400, okay. 


WEEMS HYPOES: 
‘BARONESS IN 
BUFF, 186 


Buffalo, March 1. 
Ted Weems is sending the gross 
at the Buffalo up to the highest point 
in some time, with the Century and 
Lafayette following in with excellent 
figures. 
Estimates ror This Week 


Buffalo (Shea) (3,600; 35-40-60)— 
‘Baroness and Butler’ (20th) and Ted 
Weems orch. Good start indicates 
figure of around $18,000, with most 
of credit due to the band. Last week 
‘Bringing Up Baby’ (RKO) and 
Ferde Grofe band, so-so $13,000. 

Century (Shea) (3,400; 25-35)— 
‘Hawaii Calls’ (RKO) and ‘Born to 
the West’ (Par). Away to a fine 
start. due to Bobby Breen’s personal 
appearance, Probably over $9,000. 
Last week ‘Checkers’ (20th) and 
‘Chan at Monte Carlo’ (20th), excel- 
lent $8,600. 


i\‘Women Men 


good ° ? ? 
clsr.s.cy) qa, Record Cold Chills Bway B. 0.'s; 





Great Lakes (Shea) (3,400: 35-50) 
—Goldwyn Follies’ (UA) (2d wk). | 
Uncertain holdover business. Prob- | 
ably only $5,500, Last week a stand- | 


Hipp (Shea) (2.400; 30-50)—Hit- | 
ting New High’ (RKO) and ‘She’s 
Got Everything’ (RKO). Very low, 
$4,000. Last week ‘Asene Lupin Re- 
turns’ (MG) and ‘Only Young Once’ | 
(MG), poor $3,900. | 

Lafayette (Ind.) (3.400; 25-35)— | 
‘Penitentiary’ (Col) and ‘No Time to | 
Marry’ (Col). Nine days on this | 
should spell neat $9,500. Last week | 
‘Non-Stop New York’ (GB) and 
‘That's My Story’ (U), five days, poor 
$3,000. 





No Dent in Montreal | 


For ‘Snow White, 186 





Montreal, March 1. 
Town goes ‘Snow-White’ currently | 
and will stay so maybe for five-six 
weeks. With the Palace the sole} 
Montreal house where children un- 


|der 16 will be admitted, and turn- | 


away biz first three nights, it may 


| get $18,000, biggest in years. | 


Estimates for This Week 
Palace (CT) (2,700; 50)—‘Snow | 
(RKO). As expected is | 
town and may get| 
$18,000, best in years. Last week, | 
‘Happy Landing’ (20th), quite good 
at $8,500 

Capitol (CT) (2,700; 50)—‘Every- 
body Sing’ (MG) and ‘The Jury’s 
Secret’ (U). Nice star appeal may 
offset Lent some, but cannot see 
much above $6,000. good. Last week, 
‘Paradise for Three’ (MG) and! 


| has enough name value to put it in 


GROSSES 








Marry’ (MG), 


$7,000. 


tion for Romance’ (U). Fair week- 
end and should gross $6,000. good. 
Last week, ‘She Married an Artist’ 


(Col) and ‘Under Suspicion’ (Col), 
$5,500, good. 

Princess (CT) (2,300: 50)—‘Wise 
Girl’ (RKO) and ‘Crashing Holly- 
wood’ (RKO), This may gross nice 
$5,000. Last week, ‘Tarzan’s Re- 
venge’ (20th) and ‘High Flyers’ 


(RKO), $5,500, good. 

Orpheum (Ind.) (1,100; 50)—‘Noth- 
ing Sacred’ (UA). Liable to gross | 
$4,000, good. Last and ninth week 
of ‘The Hurricane’ (UA) did well at 
$2,500. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 50)—‘Citadelle de Silence’ (2nd 


'wk). May gross $2,000, good, after 
a very good $2,500 last week 
St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300: 34) 


—‘Mirage’ and ‘La Fessee.’ Lent 
will bring it down to $6,000, fair. 
Last week very good $7,500 on ‘Un 
Carnet de Bal’ and ‘Au Pays de 
Soleil.’ 


GARLAND’S P.A. 


SOCK 316, PITT 


Pittsburgh, March l. 
It’s all Judy Garland and ‘The 
Goldwyn Follies’ here this week. Be- 
tween the two of them, the Stanley 


, FY 


and Penn are just about absorbing 


| all the loose coin there is around and 


the rest of the houses are suffering 
commensurately. 

Stanley looks headed for a new 
record with Garland gal in person 
and ‘Paradise for Three,’ manage- 


films, big | ment being forced to run five stage | aq. 


shows daily. ‘Follies’ at Penn is 
knocking off a neat little gross, too, | 
although unlikely to be enough to 
get in h.o. at Warner. Elsewhere. | 
however, biz is plenty off. Fulton} 
yanking ‘International Settlement | 
tonight (1) after four bad days, and | 
Alvin pulled ‘Baroness and Butler’ | 
last night (Mon) after five days of 
second week. | 
Estimates for This Week 
Alvin (Harris) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Baroness and Butler’ (20th) (2d wk). 
Did fairly well at opening of h.o.. | 


chiefly from overflow at Stanley, but|to 4 
Yanked last night} 
(28) after five days on extra session | 
to around $4,000. ‘Wide Open Faces’ | 
(20th ) | 
get under way today (1) for brief | 


didn’t hold up. 


(Col) and ‘Big Town Girl’ 


engagement, house going over next 
week to a Saturday opening until 
after Easter. Last week, first of 
‘Baroness,’ about $8,700, fair. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 25-40) 
—‘International Settlement’ (20th). 
Louis-Mann fight pix no help. Goes 
out tonight (1) after four days to! 
make way for dual. ‘Chan at Monte | 
Carlo’ (20th) and ‘Borrowing Trouble’ 
(20th), and in that abbreviated 
stanza will be plenty lucky to snatch 
off even $1,600, very poor. Last week, 
third of ‘Happy Landing’ (20th), all 
right at $5,000, giving Sonja Henie 
starrer around $21,000 on the run. 
Not up to ‘Thin Ice’ take, but profit- 
able just the same. 

Nixon (Erlanger) (2,100; 50-75-$1- 


$1.50)—In Old Chicago’ (20th). 
Closed here Saturday night (26) 
after fortnight engagement. House 


practically all paper on second week, 
with only about $4,000 in the till. 
That on top of poor $6,500 opening 
stanza. 


VARIETY : 





— 


Sally, Irene’ Good $43,000, ‘Yank’ 
30G, E. G. Robinson 286: Lent Here 








Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50)—‘Goldwyn Follies’ (UA). Picture 
received critical indifferences, but} 


the dough. Cinch for at least $17,000. 
Last week, ‘Yank at Oxford’ (MG), 


| out at $15,000. | good $15,800. 


Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-40-60) 


‘Paradise for Three’ (MG) and Judy | been averaging only about one-third 


Garland in person. Kid songstress | 
the wonder girl of the year. Kids! 
were coming -n Saturday and staying | 
for two and three performances. 
However, management is pushing it 
down home stretch with five shows 
daily and should knock down $31,000 | 
anyway, besting Fred Waring record | 
by a grand. Last week, ‘Radio City 
Revels’ (RKO) and Lee Dixon-Tim 
and Irene, good $24,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-40) — 
‘Thrill of a Lifetime’ (Par) and 
‘Missing Witnesses’ (FN). Entertain- 
ment quotient here zero and look 
like exactly the same thing for busi- 


ness, Even $3,200, bad, sounds op- 
timistic. Last week, ‘Only Young 
Once’ (MG) and ‘High’ Flyers 
(RKO), with ‘The River’ (Par), 


| n.s.h. either, about $4,500 





Lent Begins Today 

Lent begins today (Ash Wed- 
nesday) and runs through April 
16, the following day (17) being 
Easter Sunday 

While of late yeal n ry 
of the more populated center 
such as New York and Chicago, 
the Lenten period has not done 
as much harm as expected, in 
certain of the keys as well a3 in 
smaller communities it always 
injures considerably. 











Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week $294,500 
(Based on 12 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year ; 276,400 
(Based on 12 theatres) 











Ever since 
business has been running consider- 
Pictures took a 
expected drop immedi- 
ately after the holiday, last Wednes- 
day, Thursday and Friday (23-24-25), 
causing some alarm along New 
York’s first run front. The week- 
end proved pretty good generally, 
but on Monday (28), with bitter cold 
and a high wind, it was brutal: Total 
of grosses for the 


Washington’s birthday 
ably under normal. 
more than 


week will run 
quite a bit behind average for this 
time of the year. 

Among the new pictures nothing 
outstanding was unloosed on Broad- 
way. Leader is ‘Slight Case of Mur- 
der,’ which is benefiting from word- 
of-mouth and, but for conditions, 
would be more than $28,000 indicat- 
This is nice business, however. 
Runners-up are ‘A Yank at Oxford,’ 
which should get about $30,000, good, 
for the Capitol, and ‘Sally, Irene and 
Mary, Roxy incumbent, which sug- 
gests $43,000 or over, satisfactory. 
All three hold over. 

Pictures which stayed over from 
last week include ‘Goldwyn Follies,’ 
‘Tom Sawyer’ and ‘Buccaneer,’ last 
mentioned starting its third week to- 
day (Wed.) with the Clyde McCoy 
orchestra and Mitzi Green in the 
flesh. ‘Buccaneer’ and McCoy raced 
sensational 
week, dropping more sharply than 


anticipated to $37,000 on the second, | 
However, 


ending last night (Tues.). 
very profitable at this figure. 


‘Sawyer’ only $85,000 last 


over. On the second stanza, current, 
ion is that 
strikes against it in following ‘Snow 
White’ on a five-week run, largely 


because both are so-called kid pic- 


tures. 


What happened to the street on | 
top of Washington’s birthday last 


— a 


$61,500 the first | 


week 
(its first), over Washington’s birth- 
day, and thus was a dangerous hold- | 





$e 


week is most clearly suggested by 
the slump that hit ‘Goldwyn Follies.’ 
Starting off for what seemed a sure 
smash $48,000, on its first week it 
slowed to $38,000. On the second 
week, beginning Saturday (26), there 
was renewed action, but with Mon- 
day’s tough breaks from the weather, 
the current lap will be held down to 
about $22,000, though above average 
for a holdover here 

Secondary first run product. in- 

cludes “She Married an Artist.’ at the 
Criterion, a mild $7,000: the Rialto’s 
Women in Prison,” maybe $7,090, 
and ‘The Rat,’ foreign made. at the 
Glove, which suggests a moderate 
$6,500. Rialto brought ‘Women’ in 
Monday morning (28), after vank- 
ing ‘No Time to Marry’ on a five 
days’ gross of $5,200. 
_Last week's holiday helped ‘Old 
Chicago’ to $11.000 at the Astor for 
the seventh week. this beating the 
prior week. Report that ‘Marco Polo’ 
may follow here is unconfirmed, but 
doubted, 

Second-run State is amon 
ferers this week, business looking 
considerably off at $19,000 with 
‘Mannequin’ and Benny Davis Revue. 

Palace soared to $21.000 last week 
witn ‘Snow White,’ a new high since 
two-a-day vaude at stiff prices, and 
is continuing strong, maybe $19,000 
this (2d). May go a third. 

Today (2), being Ash Wednesday, 
Lent 1s here. It ends April 16, 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,012: 55-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20 )— 
‘Chicago’ (20th) (8th week). Went 
to $11,000 last week (7th), as against 
| $10,800 the prior (6th week). Re- 
mains another five weeks. 
| Capitol (4.520; 25-35-55-85-$1.25 )— 
| ‘Yank at Oxford’ (MG). Metro’s first 
| English-made, starring Robert Tay- 
| lor, got good notices and but for gen- 
| eral conditions would be better than 
| $30,000, though good. Holds. Last 
week, ‘Human Hearts’ (MG) disap- 
| pointed at around $22.000. 

Criterion (1,662; 25-40-55)—‘She 
Married an Artist’ (Col). Not arous- 
| ing much interest, only about $7,000, 
|mild. Last week, second for ‘Girl 
Was Young’ (GB), plus ‘The River’ 

(Par) and a serial, ‘Lone Ranger’ 

(Rep), around $9,000, good. 

Globe (1,274: 25-40-55)—‘The Rat’ 
| (RKO). English-made rushed in 


> the suf- 





| it will be only about $65,000. Opin-| here Saturday (26) and maybe $6.- 
the picture had two} 500, moderate. 


In ahead, ‘Daredevil 
| Drivers’ (WB), on five days, $5,500, 
| ous. Picture was booked for only 
five days. 

Palace (1,700; 25-35-55)—‘Snow 
White’ (Disney-RKO) (2d run) (2d 
week). Literally packed ’em to the 
rafters last week (1st) for $21,000, 
and continues strong on the holdover 





against slump conditions and begin- 


4 a ¥ 9 ning of Lent today (Wed.), probably 
$19,000 on holdover. 
; Paramount (3,664; 25-35-55-85-99 )— 


GOOD $18,000 
IN WASH. 


Washington, March 1. 
Heavy take still being collected by 


‘Snow White,’ in house which has | Picture isn’t doing better: 


such grosses for months, is holding 
other spots down perceptibly. 

Tops among the newcomers is the 
Earle with ‘Big Broadcast of 1938,’ 
looking to have close advantage over 


Capitol with ‘Arsene Lupin Returns.’ | 


Both stage show spots counting 
chiefly on flickers this week. 
Estimates for This Week 


Capitol (Loew) (3,424; 25-35-40-66) | 


Arsene Lupin Returns’ (MG) and 


vaude. Major Bowes unit helping 
some, but week won't better fair 
| $17,500. Last week. ‘Baroness and 
Butler’ (20th) and vaude, 100d 
$22 000 

Columbia (Loew) (1,583; 25-40) 
‘Buccanee (Par) (2d in) Pass- 
able $3.700 Last week, ‘E\ b 
S f (MG) (2 ] ny). light $43.500 

Earle (WB) (2,244; 25-35-40-66) 
‘Bi Broadcast of 1938’ (Par) and 
vaude. Pic al hould win satisfy- 
ing $18,000. Last week. ‘Gold’ (WB) 
iid Va ic yuilt lig tly to ike 
$16.000 

Keith's (RKO) (1.830 3.9 DD) 
‘Snow White (RKO) (3d week) 
fi yi ; a <s wie ly . > ad ¢ Suh} with 

‘I! $19,000 Last week same pi 


took wo $23.000 

Met (WB (1.853; 25-40) ‘Tarzan’ 
Revenge’ (20th) Average $5,000, 
Last weel Boy of Streets’ (Mono) 
190d $6,000 

Palace ‘Loew) (2.363: 35-55) 
"Yank at Oxford’ (MG) (2d weck). 

al ' 


Oke $9.000. L pic col- 


eePK. SAT 
lected satisfactory $16,500. 


‘Buccaneer’ (Par) and Clyde McCoy 
orchestra show (2d week). Holds one 
more week but not four as originally 
figured; last week (Ist) very big 
$61,500, while second heat ending 
last night (Tues.), $37,090, good but 
not terrific. ‘Big Broadcast’ (Par) 
and Cab Calloway open here next 
Wednesday (9). 

Radio City Music Hall (5,980; 40- 
60-84-99-$1.65)—'Tom Sawyer’ (UA) 
and stage show (2d week). The kids 
can’t come here every week at pre- 
vailing prices which after ‘Snow 
| White’ probably explains why this 
la t week 
(Ist) $85,000, disappointing, and on 
the holdover probably no more than 
| $65,000, weak. ‘Bringing Up Baby’ 
| (RKO) tomorrow (Thurs.). 

Rialto (750; 25-40-55)—‘Women in 
Prison’ (Col). Rushed in here Mon- 
day morning (28), displacing ‘No 
Time to Marry’ (Col), and perhans 





$7,000. ‘Marry, on five days, $5,200, 
| fair 
Rivoli (2.092: 41)-55-75-85-90 )— 


‘Goldwyn Follies’ (UA) (2d week). 
| Musical held down by general slug- 


gishness but considerably over avor- 
age on holdover at about $22,000, 
| First week slid toward finish to 323.- 
000. at least $10.000 under whot it 

f 


would be as of 


week é 
(22). hut $38,- 


looked like 


Washington's birthday 
N00 still bie Goes third week 

Roxy (5.836: 25-45-55-75) Sal] 
Irene and Mary’ (20th) nd st 

how Far from a smash but - 
factory enough at $45.000 or bit bet- 
ter to #9 a second semestel Last 
week, ‘Baror and Butler’ (20th), 
$41,300, okay. 

Strand = (2.767 25-55-75 )»—‘Sliaht 
Case of Murder’ (WB) Vers rd 
at $28.000 and v tld b yt 
for doldrun ticl Last - 
ond for ‘Gold I Where You Find [t” 
WR) sty  - Hoy t f 

State (3.450 rs 9-59-75) ‘Mar e- 
guin’ (MG) (?d run) and Benny Dae 
VI Revue. Combination of Crawe- 
ford and Davis not clicking. only 
about $19,000. unde werage Last 
week, ‘Wells Fargo’ (Par). in spite of 
lan run ahead at the Paramount, 
ind Henrys Younen clos@ 
to $24 0000 food H » ont play 

lon Wa hington’s Dirtiiday. 
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PICTURE GROSSES 
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Birth of Baby’ Pulling Smash $11,000 
In Mpls., but ‘B’dcast’ Weak $6,500 








First Runs on Broadway 





Week of March 3 


Astor—‘In Old Chicago’ (20th) 
(9th wk). 





+ Capitol — ‘Yank at Oxford’ 
ee (MGM) (2d wk). 
Minneapolis. March 1. 'packing them in. Biz terrific at Criterion — ‘Prison Nurse’ 
‘Birth of a Baby.’ at the Lyceum, | $17.000. Last weer, nae strip (Rep). 
4 y 4 dla 7 MIC) anc ‘Paradise for Three’ (MG), . ‘ : > ortat? 
legit roadshow house, thanks to its (MG) and ‘Paradise for T ve . Globe — ‘Penitentiary’ (Col) 


plus Judy Garland on stage, big (5) 

9,000. sales? . " 
v ibasestic (Fay) (2,200: 25-35-50)— (Reviewed in Variety, Jan. 26) 
‘Gold’ (WB) and ‘Midnight Intruder’ Music Hall — ‘Bringing Up 
‘U). Word of mouth on picture's Baby’ (RKO). 


sensational subject matter and pub- 
licity breaks, is stealing the box-of- 
fice play this week and will lead the 
town by a wide margin. It’s vlenty 
tough opposition for the regular film 





nots. whic} ] ve the Shriner merits may boost it to big $9.500 (Reviewed in Variety, Feb. 16) 
spots, wnicn also hav me oni rs 1° ‘ ‘ tle ‘ * ” ar 
ae ] ind or ( “11 t the Aud Last week, ‘Baroness and Butle Paramount—‘Buccaneer’ (Par) 

ts < ivi fe onoarting | (20th) and ‘International Setuemen (3d wk). 
a os 2 ee SS 20th), fair $7,000 , _ co pes . 
events, including the Henry Arm- (20tn ), fai i : ata —— ae Rialto — ‘Women in Prison 

tots pac ia 7 Strand (Indie) (2,200; 25-35-90) Col) 
ote gia con- |p Syn’ (GB) and ‘Lady Behave ie a —_ 
— — : ae (Rep). Only average biz on this one anki sale d ARIETY, FED. Y) 

Musicals with a radio angle aP- | shout $7,000. Last week, ‘Everyday’s Rivoli — ‘Goldwyn Follies 
POTEny NAVE 10s. he’ Winaesots |& Holiday’ (Par) and ‘Federal Bul- (UA) (3d wk). 
le Hotel’ flovp. + «nal: | lets’ (Mono), okay $3,000. toxy—‘Sally, Irene and Mary 
. v1 i flopped : veek A 
Beltzweed Hotel fopped | mohtolbwen-esinneaen (Qhth) a wkd. 
ant 3i¢ Broadca f 1938’ i ns ; WI 

7 Strand—‘Sli; ‘ase of Mur- 

a brody currentl rhe Orpheum . trand a Case of Mut 
out in front again, ‘Bad Man of der’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Brimstone’ turning the trick this : 
; , = ager lide ; “a Week of March 10 
time. ‘Dead End’ holds over for a oo 
second loop week and ‘Mannequin’ | Astor—‘In Old Chicago’ (20th) 


c-lis for sorne feminine attention at} 
the Century, but returns all along the 
line are extremely mild once more. 


Seencwusease"| — 10G IN LVILLE 


Aster (Publix-Singer) (900; 15-25) mina 
—'Tarzan’s Revenge’ (20th) and ‘Bis 
Town Girl’ (20th), dual first-runs, 
split with ‘Counsel for Crime’ (Col) 
and ‘Patient in Room 18’ (FN), also 
dual first-runs. Fair $1.000 in vros- 
pect. Last week, ‘Mr. Moto’ (20th) 
and ‘Blondes Are Dangerous’ (U), 
dual first-runs. split with ‘Hawaiian 
Buckaroo’ (20th) and ‘She Loved a 
Fireman’ (FN), also dual first-runs, | 5," é i 
$900., mild. taylor 


(10th wk). 
Capitol — ‘Everybody 
(MGM). 
(Reviewed in Variety, Jan. 26) 
Music Hall — ‘Bringing Up 
Marcl Baby’ «RKO) (2d wk). 
March 1]. : 
Paramount—‘Big Broadcast of 
1938’ (Par) (9). 


Sing’ 


Louisville, 

Everything is. still hunky-dory 
along the main stem. Biz is fully 
up to expectations on the new prod- (Reviewed in VARIETY, 
uct, and ‘Snow White,’ moved ovet Rivoli — ‘Goldwyn 
to Strand for third stanza, is still (UA) (4th wk). 
copping the _shekels. ’ Roxy—‘Mad About Music’ (U). 
“Yank at Oxford’ at Loew's State is (Reviewed in current Variety) 
|stepping out in front, and the — Strand — ‘Love, Honor and 
‘ayl Png oe yi Behave’ (WB) (12). 

Century (Publix-Singer) (1,600; 25- | Casniers sy eg eso be in || (Reviewed in Variery, Feb. 16) 
35-40) — ‘Mannequin’ (MG). First fg the Rialto will also be in 
oar crawford picture in some time |), *w . 
ee net to capture fem-|_ Town has one house less, as Drury 


Feb. 9) 
Follies’ 











Lady’ (WB) (2. week), 


“ek :; ai; |Lane’s try at dramatic stock folded , brought | 
"a leading toward fair| Lane's try at dr landy $ 

he re , veek. ‘Gold’ (FN), |(25).. W. L. Dillinger was the backer Cans? $15,000. Poe ar ; , 

$5,000. Last week, ‘Golc N), Met (2.400; 25-35-55)—‘Hurricane 


$3.500, light and business manager. 
Minnesota (Publix-Singer) (4,200; | Estimates for This Week 


(UA) and ‘Jury's Secret’ (2d week). 
Will get good $17,000. Last week, 


25-35-55) — ‘Big Broadcast’ (Par).| Brown (Fourth Ave. - Loew's) | combo received fine $21,000. | 
They apparently just won't fall foe | an} 15-30-40) — ‘Judge Priest’ | Paramount (4,000: 25-35-55) — | 
musicals of this type anymore in this (20th) (reissue) and Mr. Moto \‘Gold’ «‘WB) and ‘Outside of Para- 


town—especially at 55c. House tried | (20th). Revival of Will Rogers’ Pic | qice’ (Rep). Drew swell $23,000 first 
it doesn't seem to mean much to the | house, as moveovers are usually the | yotel’ (WB) and ‘Scandal Street’ 
box-office here. Will be lucky to/Trule. Should get $2,500, okay. Last | (p.+) four davs on 2d week $11,000. 
reach $6,500, weak. Last week, ‘Hol-| week, ‘Of Human Hearts’ (MG) and Strand (2.000: 25-35-55) — ‘Some 
lywood Hotel’ (FN), out after six |‘Paradise for Three’ (MG), moved | Biondes are Dangerous’ (WB) and 
days with poor $4.000. ,over from Loew's State. fine $2,700. | Tone Ranger’ plus weekend vaude. 





Orpheum (Publix-Singer) (2,890;| Kentucky (Switow) (900; 15-25)— | teaturing Henny Youngman. Should 
25-35-40) — ‘Bad Man’ (MG). Beery | ‘Submarine D-l" (WB) and ‘First | qq excellent $11,000. Last week, 
picture is helped by pictures of|Lady’ (WB), dual, split with ‘Pre-|-nouple Danger’ (RKO) and ‘Lone 


MGM talent hunt screen tests made |Scription for Romance’ (U) and ‘It | pincer’ 
on stage of this theatre week before | Happened in Hollywood’ (Col), dual, | ¢9 ggg 
last. Looks like okay $7.000. Last | ot quite up to standard, but fair at |" ” 
week, ‘Dead End’ (UA), $9,500, big. | $2,100. Last week, ‘Damsel in Dis- | 
State (Publix-Singer) (2.300; 25-| tress’ (RKO) and ‘Hell Divers’ (MG) ‘Bd ? Ni G B 
35-40)—‘Dead End’ (UA) (2d week). | reissue), split with ‘Spy Ring’ (U) | cast Nice 7 , ut 
Moved here from Orpheum, where |@Md first-run “Dr. Syn’ (GB), average | 
it clicked nicely last week. Addi- ? a 
tional stanza looks mild, however.|,Leew’s State 3,000: 15-30-40 )— | 
under $4,000. Last week. ‘Lancer Spy’| Yank at Oxford’ (MG) and ‘Only | 
(20th) and ‘Fit for a King’ (RKO),| Young Once’ (MG). Taylor still Indi lis. M 1 
dual first runs, $2,700, fair. potent b.o. draw, and getting tre- ads ndianapolis, arch . 
Time (Berger) (290: 15-25) — mendous help from word-of-mouth Yank at Oxford’ at Loew’s is 
"Thunder in East’ plus Walt Disney’s |02 Mickey Rooney’s work in ‘Young | maintaining the smashing pace that 
Academy awards (reissues) (2d| Once,’ combining to make house this | house has been setting recently, and 
week). Fair $600 indicated, Last|Week’s b.o. leader at good $10,000. | Robert Taylor seems to have made 
week "$800 pretty good : Last week, ‘Goldwyn Follies’ (UA), | 8 strong comeback with local fans. 
Uptown (Publix) (1,200; 25-35) —| Slightly under expectations at $11,- |W. C. Fields’ long absence from the 
"Tovarich’ (WB). First nabe show- | 20: |screen apparently has caused him to 


plus vaude, pulled okay 














| reviewers; other at studio for secondary list, as the only solution. 
| army of 326 scribblers recognized by the Hays office in Hollywood 
| 


Fields Slips in Indpls. 


——_= 


‘Baroness’ Pulling 186, but It’s ‘Garrick’ 
That Pleases Friscoites; Gold’ OK 166 


| 





San Francisco. March 1. 


,— ‘Start Cheering’ (Col) and ‘Black 
Although William Powell and f 


Doll’ (U). Opened on Tuesday , 
Annabella in ‘Baroness and the| last week in order to take advantave 
Butler’ is the picture which has the | of the holiday. Only $6,500 on the 
marquee pull at the Paramount this | nine days, mild. Last week (5 days), 
week, ‘Great Garrick,’ the second | ‘Boy of Streets’ (Mono) and ‘Wide 
pix on the bill, is making the best | Open Faces (Col), $4,500, fair 
impression on the customers. Combo Paramount (F-WC) (2.740: 35-55- 
should send the Paramount into high | 75)—‘Baroness and Butler’ (20th) 


territory, which will be several | and ‘Great Garrick’ (WB). Expected 
grand better than any of the other | take set at strong $18,000. Last week 
first-runs. Next strongest bait is|(3rq@) ‘Buccaneer’ (Par) and ‘Kid 
‘Gold Is Where You Find It.’ which Comes Back’ (WB). 


$6,000 for the 
final stint, which was short two davs 
of a full third week. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1.470: 35-55 
75)—Big Broadcast’ (Par) and ‘Lady 
Behave’ (Rep) (2d week). Althoug! 


is coupled with a new Jones Family 
picture at the Fox 
Estimates fer This Week 
Embassy (Cohen) (1.512: 35-55-75) 
‘Stand In’ (UA) and ‘Murder on 
Diamond Row’ (London) (3d week). | 


Should nab around $4,500, good. Last ‘Broadcast’ didn't pull at the Fox 
week, second, the holiday helped to last week, product shortage forced 
fair enough $5.500. a age to rset - Francis, 
Fox (F-WC) (5.000: 35-55-75)—| Where biz is anything but good. 
‘Geld’ (WB) and ‘Love on Budget’ | Lucky to hit $5,000. Last week, 
(20th). Both pix okaved bv local | Viva Villa’ (MG) and Mama Runs 
crix. Considering current warm spell | Wild’ (Rep), also tepid $5.000 
here after long session of rain, can't | United Artists (Cohen) (1.200; 35- 
complain of the take of $16.000. Last | 55-75) — ‘Hurricane’ (UA) (5th 
week, ‘Big Broadcast’ (Par) and| week). ‘Hurricane’ was set to fold 
‘Daredevil Drivers’ (WB), nosedived | this week, which should do good 
to $14.000. $7,000 and will hold on one more 
Golden Gate (RKO) (2.850: 35-55- | week, postponing the opening of 
75)—Bringing Up Baby’ «RKO) and | ‘Goldwyn Follies’ until March 9. Last 
vaude (2nd). Hepburn a big hit | week, fine $7,500. 
with the natives. ‘Baby’ will close Warfield (F-WC) (2.780; 35-55-75) 
two weeks’ run here to tune of |—Yank at Oxford’ (MG) and ‘Love 


$13,000, good. Last week, hotcha|Is Headache’ (MG) (3d week). Okay 
$22.000. | this week to the tune of $8.000. Last 
Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 35-55-75) | week, great $12,000. 





~ Tnside Stuff—Pictures 








Capitalizing the unprecedented wave of publicity on March of Time's 
‘Nazi Germany—1938’ reel, it has just issued a 40-page ‘sampler’ of the 
1,000,000 words of national reaction to the widely discussed film. It was 
prepared by William D. Geer of Time, Ins., and Albert E. Sindlinger, March 
of Time's director of advertising. Indexed under various headings are 
selections from 2,241 newspapers—English, Yiddish and German: from 
monthly and weekly periodicals, radio commentators, trade press, column- 
ists, religious press and thousands of letters and telegrams. 


Press previews have become such a headache because of the ever- 
increasing list of newspaper, syndicate, mag and radio critics, that indus- 
try now sees the double preview—one in a theatre for more important 
Of the 

more 
than 200 of them now demand admission to the advance showings. 

Principal worry in so far as those on the accredited list is concerned is 
that too many of those given the Hays office nod do not warrant special 
attention because of meagre circulation of sheets they represent. 





| Epstein Twins, Julius and Phillip, who graduated from Penn State Col- 

lege, never did believe in doing things separately. When Julius went out 
for the boxing team, later to become an intercollegiate champion, Phillip 
followed him. Both headed for the Coast, after getting their sheepskins 
| intent on landing siudio writing jobs, and Julius has been with WB and 
| Phil with RKO ever since. They collaborated together on ‘And Stars 
| Remain’ for the Theatre Guild last season. And now comes word from 
| Hollywood that both their wives expect almost simultaneous blessed evens 
this week. Julius’ frau is Frances Gage, former RKO actress. 


R ; : ; Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; | lose ground. Although he is stressed 
—. eR gy gre 15-30-40)—'Slight Case of Murder’ | heavily in all ads, ‘Big Broadcast of 
goed. osalie’ (MG), $3,000, fairly | (WR) New role for Edward G. | 1938’ at the Indiana is only faring 


good. 

World (Steffes) (350; 25-35-40-55) 
—En Saga’ (Swedish). Highly re- 
garded and may climb to good $2,000, 
although it opened cold. Last week, 
*Boy of Streets’ (Mono), copped fine 
$2,400 first seven days and then biz 
suddenly collapsed, so picture went 
out after second day of second week, 
getting $300 in two sessions. 

Lyceum (Murray) (2,300; 25-40)— 
‘Birth of a Baby’ (Indic). With medi- 
cal association and other endorse- 
ments, a plug from the mayor, and 
front-page newspaper stories, plus 
heavy advertising and exploitation 


campaign, this unusual picture is go- | 


ing to town here. Wowed ’em from 
start and had customers fighting to 
get in opening days. May reach 
tremendous $11,000. 


‘YANK’ HEFTY $17,000 





IN PROV. ‘GOLD’ 936 <<<: 





Providence. March 1, 
‘Yank at Oxford’ at Loew’s State 
looks like the big money-getter, with 
‘Snow White.’ jin its third week at 
the Albee, still pulling strong. 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (2.200: 25-35-50)— 
‘Snow White’ (RKO) (3d wk). Hold- 
int up surprisinely well. Expect 
$9,000. Last week, second, very 
rosv $12.000 
Cariten ‘(Fav-Loew) (1.400: 25-35- 
50)—Of Human Hearts’ (MG) and 
*Parad'se for Three’ (MG) (2nd run). 


Exnect $3.900, fair. Lost week, 
*Evervbody Sine’ (MG) and ‘No Time 
to Merry’ (Col). Personal envear- 
ance of Judv Garland at J.ocew’'s 


he'ned raise ante. Swell $5090. 

Fav’s (2090: 25-75-50 )—‘Checkers’ 
(th) and ‘Waikiki Nights’ on stage. 
Stave show helping. Excellent $8 000 
exnected. T.st Deredevil 
Drivers’ (WB) and 2?'l-eolored revue 
on stave, only fair $6,500. 

Loew's Strte (3.990: 25-25-50)— 
"Yank o+ Owvford’ (MG) and ‘Sourd- 
ron of Honor’ (Col). Bob Taylor 


wool: 
\V Be 





Robinson had cricks turn out some | 
laudatory notices; indications are for | 


fine $4,000. Last weck, ‘Gold’ (WB), | third week, ‘Snew White and the 
Seven Dwarfs’ is 
sturdy work at the box office. 
Is Where You Find It’ is trailing at 
the Circle, while the vaudfilm Lyric 
with little business on 
‘Kid Comes Back’ and a stage show 


fair $3,600. 

Ohio (Settos) (900; 15)—‘No Man 
of Her Own’ (Par) and ‘Once a 
Doctor’ (WB), dual, split with ‘Her 
Husband Lies’ (Par) and ‘Street 
Scene’ (UA), dual. Satisfactory 
$1,200. Last week, ‘Husband’s Secre- 


tary’ (WB) and ‘Two for Tonight’ 
(Par), split with ‘Rain’ (UA) and 
\‘Here Comes Carter’ (WB), fine 


| $1.600. 
Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (3.000: 15-30- 
|40)—Big Broadcast of 1938 (Par) 
and ‘Scandal Street’ 
Fields opus plenty on okav side. 
Take should hit around $8,000 and 
| mebbe better. Last week, ‘Snow 
White’ (RKO) on second stanza. 
rounded un plenty healthy $9.000. 
| Strand (Fourth Ave.) (1,400: 15- 
| 30-40) — ‘Snow White’ (RKO) 
|Brought here for third downtown 
and still showing surprisine 
Should touch good $4,200. 
sast week, ‘Checkers’ (20th) 
‘Love on a Budget’ (20th). over ex- 
nectations due to p.a. of Jane With- 
|ers, who was resting at home of 
|; grandparents here and consented to 
make one annearance Wednesday 
(23). Boosted take to big $5,200. 


H. 0.’"S OK IN B’KLYN 


‘Snow White’ Big 29G in 2d Week: 
‘Hurricane,’ $17,000 
Brooklyn, March 1. 
Downtown sector crowded with 
plenty patrons at bo.’ Weathei 
ideal and picture fare first rate. 
Estimates for This Week 














Albee (2.500; 25-35-55) — ‘Snow 
White’ (RKO) (2d week). Should 
snare splendid $29.000 in second | 
stanza; may got third. First week | 


house grabbed sensational $22,500 
record under pix policy. 


Fax (4.000; 25-35-55)—‘Kid Come 
Back’ (WB) and ‘No Time to Marry.’ 
Nice $15,000. Last week, ‘Boy of 
|Strects’ (Mono) and ‘Swing You 


\ 


(Par). W. C. | 


and | 
| 20-40)—Bie 
ing all richt, but eons'derably under 
Last week. 
‘Snow Wh'te’ (RKO), second week, 


moderately well. 


Moved to the smaller Apollo for 


anguishes 


headlining Art Jarrett. 
Estimates for This Week 
Apollo (Katz-Dolle) 


third week. 
$4.000. 


for a 
good 


continuing its 
‘Gold 


(1,100; 25-30- 

40)—‘Snow White’ (RKO). Following 
we le, rk 1 one, oe “ ‘ if 

body this riias aie wae ia | n Shea-Hyde house yanking all advertising from Scripps-Howard sheet 

” Stats Take looks like | over weekend. Some time ago, Fulton shaved Press budget to about half 

Last week’s first run | °f the allotment for other two papers, Post-Gazette and Sun-Telegraph, 


Lord and Lady Plunket, latter the daughter of Fannie Ward, former 
actress, who were killed instantly, and James Lawrence, who was seriously 
a | injured when the Hearst-owned plane in which they were flying from here 
to W. R. Hearst's ranch at San Simeon crashed in a fog a mile and a half 
from the publisher's private landing field, had been in Hollywood for @ 
month as guests of the senior Douglas Fairbanks. Lady Plunket was & 
lady-in-waiting to Queen Elizabeth of England. Lawrence is son of Sir 


Walter Lawrence. They were to have gone to Florida next as Pauleite 
Goddard’s guests. 











Long-standing resentment of Fulton, Pittsburgh, against what manage- 
ment considered insufficient publicity breaks from afternoon Press, resulied 


dual of ‘Checkers’ (20th) and ‘Non-| and when that produced no tangible results finally yanked the works. 


Stop 
even at $2.300. 
Circle (Katz-Dolle) 


truder’ (RKO). 


|Last week, ‘Scandal Street’ 
j and Varing’s Pennsylvanians on 
stave 


(Katz-Dolle) 
Broadcas*’ 


Indiana 
(Par), 


exnectations 


at $7.000. 

dandv $8.0009. 
Loew’s’ (Loew's) 
(RS aerte 


Ts Hecdache’ (MG). 
$11.000, Lact week, also swell w 
$19.200 on ‘Goldwvn Follies’ 
Lvrie (Olson) (299N: 
‘Kid Cor € 
e nicture, Not going anywhere 
$6009, werk. Lost 4 
no} Settler ent’ 
terr. ble $5.000. 


weolk, 


‘Tnterr 


Hilton Wins Spurs 


Athur Hilton, who has 


New York’ (GB) barely broke | John Goring, Fulton manager 


(2.400; 25-39-40) | 
at Oxford’ (MG) and ‘Love 
Indicates soc 
ith | told of development of mobile 
(UA). | 
25-30-40 )— 
Back’ (WB) and vauc 
|Art Jarrett featured on stave over 


1a- A 
(20‘:h) and vaude 


Hollywood, March 1. 


been ch 


, Said Press was showing too much partiality 


(2.800: 25-30- | to other key houses and shoving his copy into the background. 
|40)—Gold’ «WB) and ‘Midnight in- | 

Lightweight. $4.000. | 
(Par) | sider 





Since general release of ‘Goldwyn Follies,’ musical has undergone con- 
able editing on direct orders from Sam Goldwyn. Few days before 


1 at pnd tilted price scale, | picture went into Penn, Pittsburgh, exchange there received instructions 
| did $14.500, olrav, 


to eliminate Ritz Bros.’ blackout with Zorina as well as Bobby Clark’s 


(3.100; 25- | by-play with Helen Jepson, Understood Goldwyn is still working on it and 
Do- 


at last reports the Ritz number was to go back in, on strength of their 


reception in other sections of the flicker, with Miss Jepson’s ‘Traviata’ en- 
core due for the scissors. 





_ Advances made in television and facsimile were listed by Radio Corp 
in the annual report to stockholders issued last week. Improvements to 
ko | make clearer and larger pictures were outlined. Shareholders also were 
eed 2 units to pick up outside events remote from 

te eras susie. Facsimile equipment for broadcasting stations 2bout 10 
undertake field tes: f facsim '§ servi 
je, | Undertake field tests of facsimile news service is being provided by RCA. 
it was pointed out. 


at aaa e 

reporter from Oklahoma City visited the small town of Ada. Okla. 
noticed that ‘Hell's Angels,’ sey en-year-old film, was being ‘prey iewed’ in 
a local house, Net result: One holler from a film exchange in Oklahor 
City which pointed out that previewing of old pictures is a commo! 
occurance in small towns. Second holler from a citizen of Ada who com- 
t time the 1931 thriller had played there 


plained that it was the fir 


lene > . | oe . . ’ . 1: 
ief Independent exhibitor beefs about Paramount's failure to deliver those 


cutter for Sol Lesser’s Principal Pic- | features included in 1936-37 cortracts are still alive at the Federa! Trece 
ture f several years, has been |Commission. Denial that the complaints and report of commish investi¢#- 
pped to a sociate producer. t have been executed silently came Saturday (26) from responsible 
Se% has also joined Princi- ince, which said the case so far has not been taken up by the seven-"e! 

pal ss an associate producer, j board. Has a : 


been in the basket for two months, however. 
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‘Baroness, Pearce Gang Sock $35,000 


In Det.; ‘Bdcast, 


Detroit. March 1. 
Backed up by some unlooked for 
Ford bally, combo of the Al Pearce 
Gang and ‘Baroness and Butler’ is 
heading for smash $35,000 at the Fox. 
Conditions otherwise continue spotty. 
Ford usually pretty smug on such 
things, but giving Harry Remington | 
and George Mitchell plenty of help | 
jn exploiting Pearce’s ether show. 
Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40-50) | 
—Chan at Monte Carlo’ (20th) plus 
‘Change of Heart’ (20th), dual. Looks 
for $4,700, around normal. Last 
stanza, ‘Prescription for Romance 
(U) and ‘Women 1n Prison’ (Col), 
4,200, fair. ; 
"ie (Indie) (5,000; 30-40-65 )— | 
‘Baroness and Butler’ (20th) with Al | 
Pearce’s gand on stage. Raking in| 
wow $35,000, aided by Ford bally. | 





| 


(Col) and Benny Goodman band on | 


stage, aided by midnight jamboree 
at $1.10 top, got smash $37,000, de- 
spite fact Goodman had to pull out 


Thursday afternoon (24) for Philly 
engagement. 
Madison (United Detroit) (2,000; 


30-40-65) —‘Goldwyn Follies’ (UA) 

(2d week). t 

lowing bumper $10,000 first stanza. 
Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 


$0-40-65)—Big Broadcast’ (Par) and 


stage show .Only $17,000 coming 
up. Last week, ‘Gold’ (WB) and 
Dave Apollon unit on stage, $15,500, 
mild. 

Palms - State (United Detroit) 
(3,000; 30-40-50)—‘Gold’ (WB) (re- 


run) plus ‘Patient in Room 18’ (FN). 
dual. Good $9,000. Last week, ‘Buc- 
eaneer’ (Par) (re-run) and ‘You're 
Only Young Once’ (MG), big $11,000. 

United Artists (United 
(2,000; 50-40-65) —‘Yank at Oxford’ 
(MG). Rave notices in press but dis- 
appointing at b.o., $7,000. Last 
stanza. ‘Of Human Hearts’ (MG), 
poor $4,500. 


H.0.’s OK, but New Balto 
Pix No Clix; ‘Romance’ 
N.G. 456, ‘Paradise’ 636 


Baltimore, March 1. 

Only two new entries in this 
town of holdovers, with the edge in 
favor of the h.o.’s. ‘Romance in the 
Dark,’ at Keith’s, will get no more 
than $4,500. Other new one, ‘Para- 
dise for Three,’ at Loew’s Century, 
also very mild at $6,500. 





Third week of ‘Snow White’ at the | 
combo Hippodrome continues strong. 
after | 


Should garner rosy $15,000, 


previous takes of $19,300 and $6,000, 
respectively, 


Estimates for This Week 


Century (Loew’'s-UA) (3,000: 15- 
25-35-40-55) — ‘Paradise for Three’ 
(MG). Not showing much, with 
mild $6,500 indicated. Last week. 
Yank at Oxford’ (MG), 
$12,000. 

ippodrome (Rappaport) 
15-25-35-40-55-66) reo White’ 
(RKO) (3rd week). Opened a bit 
stronger than last week, with rosy 
$15,000 a decided possibility. In 
revious sessions got $19,300 and 
$16,000, respectively. Fourt week 
indicated. 
Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,500; 15- 
25-35-40-55)—Romance in the Dark’ 
(Par), Opened Thursday (24); no 
‘Mad 
aye Music’ (U) opening Thurs. 


New (Mechanic) (1,400; 15-25-35- 
40-55)—‘Baroness and Butler’ (20th) 
(2nd week), Decidedly off to $2,- 
400 after mild opener of $3,100. 

Stanley (WB) (3,450; 15-25-30-40- 
85)—'Gold’ (WB) (2nd week). Hold- 
ing up in 


after fairish first session to $7,300. 


Henie, $4,200, Lincoln’s 
Topper; ‘Man Proof’ 3G 


Lincoln, March 1. 
Only in for six days because 
‘Snow White’ is down for extra time, 





the purses. ‘Man Proof" 
Oxay at the Lincoln. 


; Estimates for This Week 
viniva (Noble) (440; 10-15)—‘Purple 
igilantes’ (Rep) and ‘Outside of 
‘aradise (Rep). So-so, $900. Last 
oo No Time to Marry’ (Col) and 

Was Spy’ (GB), good, $1,100. 
: Liberty (Cooper) (1,200: 
Singing Outlaw’ (U) and ‘Captains 
Ourageous’ (MG), split with ‘Texas 
an (Par) and ‘Exclusive’ (Par). 
von $1,000. Last week, ‘Danger 
alley (Mono) and ‘Bulldog Drum- 
mond’s Revenge’ (Par), split with 
waughter of Shanghai’ (Par) and 

Capt January’ (20th), fair $800. 
Lincoln (Cooper) (1,600; 10-20-25) 


going 


is 


————$ 


| week, 


| 
Last week, ‘She Married An Artist’ | 
| 
| 
| 


Away off at $3,800, fol- ' 


Detroit) | 


pleasing | 


(2,200; | 


solid shape to $6,000, | 


t) 
Happy Landing’ is banging hard at 


10-15)— | 


Vaude Fair $17,000 


—‘Man Proof’ (MG). Swell, $3,000. 
Last week, ‘True Confession’ (Par), 
neat $2,900. 

Orpheum (Cooper) 
20-25-35) —‘Hurricane’ (UA) (2d 
week). Second week after being 
moved from the Stuart will fall flat; 
n.s.g. $900. Last week, ‘Thrill of a 
Lifetime’ (Par) and ‘Black Doll’ (U), 
slow, $1,000. 

Stuart (Cooper) 
—Happy Landing’ 





(1,350; 10-15- 


(1,900; 
(20th). 


10-25-40) 
In six 


| days and hefty; $4,200 possible. Last 


‘Hurricane’ (UA), a 
winner, $4,700 in seven days. 


GOODMAN WOW 
$33,000 IN 
PHILLY 


big 





March 1. 
B.o.’s lifting their heads somewhat 
this week and showing more tend- 
| ency to come out of their lethargy, 
though biz is still spotty. 


Philadelphia, 


Notable among the top-notchers is 
the Earle with Benny Goodman's 
band on the stage. It’s set for super- 
$33,000, a mark exceeded in 
the history of the theatre only by 
Joe Penner’s $39,000 in Easter Week 
of 1934. Record of $31,000 for non- 
holiday week was set by Eddie Can- 
tor February, 1936. Film this 
week is indie ‘Swing It, Professor,’ 
which is not counting for any of the 
biz. 
| Another honey 
Baby’ at the Boyd. 
tifully by the crix, it’s sailing to 
very swell $19,700. Champ  dis- 
appointer of the week Gladys 
Swarthout pic, ‘Romance in _ the 
| Dark,’ at the Fox. It goes out after 
only five days with $7,000. ‘Slight 
Case of Murder’ follows. 

Estimates for This Week 


socko 


in 


is 


‘Bringing Up 
Handled beau- 


1S 


| Aldine (WB) (1,200; 40-55-75)— 
|‘Goldwyn Follies’ (UA) (3d week). 
Nice word of mouth giving this 


healthy run: holding up very satis- 
factory at $14,000. Last week strong 
with $19,000. Looks set for another 
lap. House average is $8,200. 

Boyd (WB) (2,400; 40-55-63)— 
‘Bringing Up Babv’ (RKO). Greeted 
|as perfect comedy and headed for 
$19,700, which will entitle it to an- 
other round. Last week ‘Baroness 
and the Butler’ (20th), $10,600. 

Earle (WB) (3,000; 25-40-55)— 
‘Swing "‘t, Professor’ (Masterpiece) 
and Benny Goodman band on the 
stage. Cracked all opening day 
marks with smackaroo $5,500 and 
paced to garner $33,000, which is top 
money ever for any house in town 
outside of holiday weeks. Last week 
‘Blondes at Work’ (WB) and Pinky 
Tomlin's p.a., profitable $20,600. 
| Erlanger (Boyd) (1,859; 57-86- 
| $1.14-$1.71)—‘In Old Chicago’ (20th) 
(3d week). Continues to do all right 
without being startling. Last week, 
$11,000, okay. 

Fox (WB) (2,300; 40-55-65)—‘Ro- 
mance in Dark’ (Par). Being pulled 
in five days with insignificant $7,000. 
Last week ‘Gold’ (WB), poor $14,500. 

Kariton (WB) (1,100; 40-50)— 
‘Buccaneer’ (Par) (3d week of 2d 
run), Doing an amazing marathon, 
|} and nothing seems to be stopping it, 
| with $4,900 set. Last week hooked 
nifty $6,100. 

Keith’s (WB) (2,400; 40-50)—‘Bar- 
oness and Butler’ (20th) (2d run). 
Doing little better here than on its 
initial gallop; n.g. $4,100. Last week 
‘Radio City Revels’ (RK ) with ‘The 
River,’ poor $3,700. 

Stanley (WB) (40-55-65)—‘Of Hu- 


man Hearts’ (MG). So-so $12,700, 
keeping house warm for ‘Snow 


White’ premiere Thursday (3). Last 
week ‘Big Broadcast’ (Par), fair $15,- 
800. 

Stanton (WB) (1,700; 30-40-50)— 
‘International Settlement’ (20th). 
Took a drubbing from the crix, but 
hitting oke stride at $5,500. Last 
week, ‘Kid Comes Back’ (WB), a lit- 
tle stronger with $6,200. 








B’dcast’ $9,500, Disney 


H.0., 1136, Big in Denver 





Denver, March 1. 
‘Snow White’ is 


ling 
Ss 


ontinuin strong, 
opening week. Film stays third week 
at the Orpheum. ‘Big Broadcast’ is 
tanding them up at the Denham and 
will stay a second week. 


Estimates for This Week 


a sweetheart to the box office, do- 
ing only a fair $2,500. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,500; 25-40)— 
‘Hurricane’ (UA), after a week each 
at the Denver and Aladdin, and ten 
days at the Rialto. Very good $3,000. 
Last week, ‘Happy Landing’ (20th), 
was good enough at $3,500 to be 
moved to the Rialto for a fourth 
week in first runs. 

Denham (Cockrill) 
40)—‘Big Broadcast’ (Par). Delivy- 
ering big $9,500. Last week. ‘Ro- 
mance in Dark’ (Par), fair $6,000. 
Denver (Fox) (2,525: 25-35-50)— 
‘Baroness and Butler’ (20th). Head- 
ing for good $8,500. Last week, ‘Gold’ 
(WB), okay $9,000, and was moved 


(1,750; 25-35- 


Still socko, heading for big $11,500. 
Last week, pic broke all house rec- 
ords and all attendance records at 
any Denver theatre for a full week. 


Kids thronged the place, and with 
their prices boosted from a dime 
anytime to 15c. afternoons and 25c. 


nights, it was a big factor in swell- 
ing the gross to more than $22,500 

Paramount (Fox) (2.096; 25-35-40) 
—‘Swing Your Lady’ (WB) and ‘Pre- 
scription for Romance’ (U). Nice 
$3.000. Last week, ‘Wide Open Faces’ 
(Col) and ‘Blondes Are Dangerous’ 
(U), good $4,000. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40)—‘Happy 
Landing’ (20th), after a week at each 
the Denver, Aladdin and Broadway; 
and ‘Love Takes Flight’ (GN). Looks 
like $2.300, good. Last week, ‘Hurri- 
cane’ (UA), after a week each at the 
Denver and Aladdin, and ‘Change of 
Heart’ (20th), on holdover, and ‘Boy 
of Streets’ (Mono), after a week at 
the Paramount, and ‘Penitentiary’ 
(Col), closed with $3,500, very good. 


Follies, $17,000, 
Baby, $12,500, 
Cincy's Toppers 


Cincinnati, March 1. 








of cinema lane currently, fetching 
$17,000 for the Albee. Palace is 
racking up a winner with ‘Bringing 
Up Baby’ at $12.500. ‘Paradise for 
with a $4,500 tag. ‘Barrier’ is just 
the season’s worst. 

Jane Withers’ p.a. has the Shubert 
in for its season’s high combo policy 
mark, $17,000. Juve screen star is 
paying her first visit to Cincy and 
coming in for exceptional 
blurbs and notices. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-42)— 
‘Goldwyn Follies (UA). Big. $17,000. 
Last week, ‘Snow White’ 
week), $18,500, all-time: high for a 
repeat at current scale. Pic pulled a 
record-breaking $24,500 in first seven 





days. 
Capitol] (RKO) (2,000: 35-42) 
‘Snow White’ (RKO). Moved over 


from Albee for third downtown 
week. Terrific, $8.000. Last week, 
‘Everybody Sing’ (MG) (2d week), 
$5,000, swell. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)— 
‘Patient in Room 18’ (WB), ‘Boss of 
Lonely Valley’ (U), ‘Paid to Dance’ 
(Col), separate. Normal, $2,300. Last 
week, ‘Sh! The Octopus’ (WB), 
‘Thank You, Mr. Moto’ «20th), ‘Part- 
ners in Crime’ (Par), singly, $2.300. 

Grand (RKO) = (1.200: 25-40)— 
‘Everybody Sing’ (MG). Third down- 
town week, $2,500, light. Last week, 
‘Human Hearts’ (MG) (2d week), 
$3.000, fair. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1.500: 
‘Paradise for Three’ (MG). All right, 
$4,500. Last week, ‘Swing Your 
Lady’ (WB). $3.000, terrible. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400: 35-42)— 
‘Barrier’ (Par). Awful, $2,500. Last 
week, ‘Checkers’ (20th). $4,500, fair. 

Palace (RKO) (2.600; 35-42)— 
‘Bringing Up Baby’ (RKO) (8 days). 
Swell, $12,500. Last week, 
(WB), six days. $7,500. very poor. 

Shubert (RKO) (2.150; 42-60)— 
‘No Time to Marry’ (Col) and Jane 


25-40 )— 


Last 
and 


tops for combo policy, $17.000. 
week, ‘Arsene Lupin’ (MG) 
N.T.G. revue, $14,000, dandy. 


‘Swing Lady,’ $4,500, 
Nice in Oklahoma City 


Oklahoma City, March 1. 


|probably a third at Tower. ‘Swing 
Your Lady’ (WB) at Midwest should 
do okay. 

Estimates for This Week 





with gross shade better than half of | 


Criterion (Standard) ¢1,300: 15-35- 
40)—‘Snow White’ (RKO) (2d week) 


Should go above $8,000, good. Last 

week it corraled $12,500, swell | 
| Liberty (Standard) (1,200: 10-20- | 
| 25)—Invisible Menace’ (WB) 


and 


‘She Loved a Fireman’ (WB), split 


with ‘Fire Over England’ (UA), split 
‘She Asked for It’ (Par). W cop 
|}around $2,700. fair Last week 


‘Bordertown’ (WB) and ‘Blondes at 


Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40)— | Work’ (WB), split with ‘They Won't 
‘Gold’ (WB). after a week at the | Forget’ (FN) and ‘A Girl with Ideas 
Denver. Fair $3,500 here. Last week, | (U), $2,700. 


| oi yu’: e 


Sweetheart’ (U) wasn't such } 


Midwest (Standard) (1,590; 10-35- 


16, Epics Ease 





40)—‘Swing Your Lady’ (WB). Will 
do around $4,500, good. 





to the Aladdin. 
Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) | 
—Snow White’ (RKO) (2d week). 


‘Goldwyn Follies’ is the b.o. pride | 


that for the Lyric at $2,500; one of 


press | 


(RKO) (2d | 


‘Gold’ | 


Withers topping stage show. Season’s | 


Nothing in L. A. to Burn Up Wickets; 
‘Baroness $23,000, ‘Bacast’ Chill 


— 
| 
} 


Last week, | 


—- 





Off, H.0.'s Hold Up 


Los Angeles, March 1. 
Trade is generally off in the local 


Ftd Day's a Holiday’ (Par), $3,800, | first runs, although most of the 
alr. low *k’s g sses nre y fitable S( ¢ - 
I a | week’s grosses are profitable so man 
_State (Noble) (1,100; 10-25-40)— | avers aren't doing any undue beefing. 
Penitentiary’ (Col). Should get Couple of holdovers are doing fair 


| $3,500, nice. Last week, ‘She Married 

an Artist’ (Col), fell short at $2,500. 
| Tower (Standard) (1,000; 10-25- 
135)—Thrill of a Lifetime’ (Par). 
Nothing extra at $2,300. Last week, 
| ‘Brimstone’ (MG), pulled 
fair. 


} 


‘FOLLIES’ SWEET 
$35,000 IN TWO 
HUB SPOTS 


Boston, March 1. 

‘Snow White,’ in its third week at 
the Keith Memorial, will probably 
equal first week of ‘Goldwyn Follies,’ 
getting nice take at Loew’s Orph and 
State theatres. ‘Gold Is Where You 
Find It,’ dualling with ‘Penrod and 
Twin Brother,’ is mild at the Met; 
and ‘Human Hearts’ with ‘Swing 
Your Lady’ is ditto at the Par and 
Fenway. 

Roadshow of ‘Old Chicago’ getting 
tepid attention from the $1.65 crowd, 
although balcony biz indicates okay 
| strength at later pop prices. ‘Radio 


than expected at Keith Boston. 
Blizzard starting yesterday (Mon- 
day) cutting into biz. 
Estimates for This Week 





Boston (RKO) (3,200; 25-40-55)— | 
|‘Radio City Revels’ (RKO) and 
|‘Night Spot’ (RKO), dual. Hitting 


| good gait, around $12,500. Last week, | 
Three’ is doing all right by Keith’s | ‘Happy Landing’ (20th) (4th week) 


j}and ‘Chan in Monte Carlo’ (20th) 
(2nd week), dual, very good $12,000. 
Fenway (M&P) (1,400; 25-35-40-55) 
}—Human Hearts’ (MG) and 
|Your Lady’ (WB), dual. 
$6.000. Last week, ‘Buccaneer’ (Par) 
(2nd run) and ‘Patient in Room’ 
(WB) (1st run), double, very good 
| $9,300. 
| Colonial (20th) (1,643; 55-85-$1.10- 
| $1.65)—‘In: Old Chicago’ (20th) (2nd 
week). Got fair $6,000 last week. 
Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 35- 
50-65)—Snow White’ (RKO) (3rd 
week) and stage show. Sailing to- 
wards smash $33,000. 
broke house 


Fairish, 


} 

| record for attendance 
| and cash intake, $43,700. Probably 
|one more week here and then across 
|to the Boston for one or two more. 
| Metropolitan (M&P) (4,300: 25-40- 
| 55)—Gold’ (WB) and ‘Penrod’ (WB), 
dual. Rather soft, $12,500. Last week, 
| ‘Big Broadcast’ (Par) and ‘Scandal 
| Street’ (Par), double, okay $16,800. 

| Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 25-35-40- 
|55)—‘Goldwyn Follies’ (UA). Very 
| good, $19,000. Last week, ‘Brimstone’ 
| (MG) and ‘Paradise for Three’ (MG), 
double, $20,000. 

| Paramount (M&P) (1,800; 25-35- 
| 40-55 )—Human Hearts’ (MG) and 
|‘Swing Your Lady’ (WB), dual. Fair 
| $9,000. Last week, ‘Buccaneer’ (Par) 
| (2nd run) and ‘Patient in Room 18’ 
| (WB), dual, nifty $13,000. 

| ScolHay (M&P) (2,700; 25-35-40-50) 
|—‘Buccaneer’ (Par) (3rd run), and 
‘Loved a Fireman’ (WB) (1st run), 
dual. Looks good for $8.500. 
week, ‘Every Day’s Holiday’ (Par) 
and ‘Nothing Sacred’ (UA), both 2nd 
run, disappointing $7,000. 

State (Loew) (3,300; 25-35-40-55)— 
‘Goldwyn Follies’ (UA), Breezing in 
| with handsome $16,000. Last week, 
| ‘Brimstone’ (MG) and ‘Paradise for 


| Three’ (MG), double, big $17,000. 





Omaha Perks; ‘Revels’ 
| Nice 5G, ‘B’deast’ $8,000 


Omaha, March 1. 
considerably over last 
with attractions 
calibre in all houses. Weather 
turned to spring-like mildness 
is aiding boxoffices. 

Estimates for This Week 
Brandeis (Singer-RKO) (1,250; 10- 
25-35-40) ‘Radio City Revels’ 
(RKO) and ‘Missing Witnesses’ 
fwith ‘Quintupland’ added. Around 
| $5,000 will be very acceptable. Last 
week, ‘Gold’ (FN) and ‘High Flyers’ 


| Biz 
week, 


up 


ré- 


‘Snow White,’ after breaking at- 
tendance record at Criterion last 
week, set for second stanza, with | 


(RKO), had to stay eight days to 
garner $4,500, fair. 

Dundee (Goldberg) (650: 10-25)— 
‘Submarine D-1’ (FN), ‘First Lady’ 
(WB) and ‘45 Fathers’ (20th), triple 
billed first half of week: ‘Rosalie’ 
(MG) and ‘Beg, Borrow or Steal’ 
(MG) doubled last four days 
Around $1,000, okay Last week, 
‘Love I'm After’ (WB), ‘Hittin’ a 
New High’ (RKO) and ‘Hold 'Em 


’ (Par), tripled first half; ‘Ebb 
(Par) and ‘Merry-Go-Round ol 


er 


| Tide’ 


$2,700, | 


City Revels,’ on dual bill, is better | 


‘Swing | 


Second week | 


Last | 


of higher | 


and 


(FN), | 


biz, with two new arrivals hitting to 


around average biz. Newcomers are 


‘Baroness and the Butler’ at the day- 
{date Chinese and State, and ‘Big 
| Broadcast of 1938’ at the Paramount 

After easing off a few hundred 
dollars on ninth week over eighth 
|stanza, ‘Snow White and Seven 


Dwarfs’ perked up on first few days 
of current week, and should turn in 
another highly profitable stanza. 
Estimates for This Week 
Carthay Circle (Fox) (1,518; 55-83- 
| $1.10-$1.65 \—‘Snow White and the 
|Seven Dwarfs’ (RKO) (10th week). 
| Took on new life early in week and 
hould equal ninth week's $9,700, if 
|}not pass it on basis of early returns. 
Chinese (Grauman-Fox) (2,024: 30- 


| 40-55-75 )—‘Baroness and the Butler’ 
|} (20th) and ‘52nd Street’ (UA), dual. 
| Just fair interest in this Powell-An- 
nabella opus so looks like $10,500 


| will be answer. Last week ‘Yank at 
| Oxford’ (MG) and ‘Love on a Budg- 
et’ (20th), very neat $12,000 


Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-40-55- 
165)—Goldwyn Follies’ (UA) (2d 
week). Second week got away to 
mild start, but will likely end up 


with satisfactory $8,000. First stanza 
| $12,800, excellent, but below expec- 
| tations, 

Four Star (Fox) (900; 55-83-$1.10- 
$1.65)—In Old Chicago’ (20th) (7th 
| week), Continues to show small 
| profit and end looks near. Eighth 
| week brought fair $3,800, okay under 
the setup. 


Hollywood (WB) 


(2,756; 30-40-55- 


65)—‘Goldwyn Follies’ (UA) (2nd 
| week). Early pace for this Gold- 
;wyn opus not being maintained on 


second week, with around $8,500 in 
sight, okay for holdover. First week 
|fell short of expectations for good 
$13,300. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812: 30-40-55)— 
‘Bringing Up Baby’ (RKO) (2nd 
week) and ‘Double Danger’ (RKO), 
| dual. Louis-Mann (fight pictures 
added for second week, so will prcb- 
ably bring good $8,300. First week 
; good $12,700. 

Paramount (Partmar) (3,595; 30- 
40-55)—‘Big Broadcast’ (Par) and 
|stage show. Opened a day ahead of 
regular Thursday opening so first 
week of eight days will probably 
spell fair $16,000. Desnite this, spec- 
| tacle holds for second stanza. Last 
week, third-final week of ‘The Buc- 
caneer’ (Par), brought $10,000 on six 
| days, plenty good. 
| RKO (2,872: 30-40-55)—Bringing 
|Up Baby’ (RKO) (2nd week) and 
|‘Double Danger’ (RKO), dual. Hold- 
lover slipped on first few days so best 
jin sight is good $7,000. First week 
| brought $11,300, about $700 below 
first estimates. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,414; 30-40-55- 
|75)—‘Baroness and Butler’ (20th) 
land ‘52nd Strect’ (UA), dual. Hit- 
l ting mild pace as witness $12,500, 
|Last week, ‘Yank at Oxford’ (MG) 
land ‘Love on Budget’ (20th), neat 
$15,000. 

United Artists (Fox-UA) (2,100; 
| 30-40-55 )—‘Yank at Oxford’ (MG) 
|and ‘Love on Budget’ (20th), dual. 
| Robert Taylor resvonsible for upped 
| interest, but $3,200 just so-so. Last 
| week ‘Everybody Sing’ (MG) and 
‘Arsene Lupin Returns’ (MG), pretty 
brutal $1,600. 

Wilshire (Fox) (2,296: 30-40-55-65) 
—‘Yank at Oxford’ (MG) and ‘Love 
on a Budget’ (20th), dual. Doing 
nearly 50% better than its day-dater 
| (United Artists) on moveover, so 
will cash in around $6,300, which is 
oke. Last week ‘Everybody Sing’ 
(MG) and ‘Arsene Lupin’ (MG), not 
too hot at $4,000. 











SWIFTY FOR ARLEN 
Hollywood, March 1. 

Republic has signed Richard Arlen 
for the lead opposite Beverly Roberts 
| in ‘Swift Lightning,’ which Armand 
| Schaefer is producing and Breezy 
| Eason directing. 

Lyle Talbot heads the supporting 
cast, 








38’ (U), second half. Came through 
| better than expected at $900. 
Omaha (Blank) (2,160; 10-25-40)— 
| ‘Big Broadcast’ (Par) and ‘Daughter 


of Shanghai’ (Par), dual. Fields’ 
picture doing its share, but not 
sockeroo: $8,000, better than average. 
Last week, ‘Dead End’ (UA) and 
'‘Chance of Heart’ (20th), started 

lowly in face of unfavorable 
weatl Cr, b 7: 4 me out of it satise 
factorily at $7,500. 


Orpheum (Blank) (2.976; 10-25-40) 
‘AT yt Cc. p 


thing Sac (UWA) and ‘Jurv’s 
Secret’ (U), d March-Lombard- 
color combination , magnet; 
$9.000. good PRaroness 
52nd Street’ 


i 
and Butler’ (2 ind 


(UA), only tau UU, 
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Capetown, Feb. 14. 
Three-year product deal just sig- 








natured by African Consolidated 
Theatres with Paramount, Warner 
Bros.-First National and RKO, in- 
volving more than $3,000,000, is de- 
scribed as the biggest show busine 
deal in South Africa New ( 
effective ith most of the c € 

» April of 

Similar t act re 
ported pen i € al a 

lay be < pletex y I 
would mean that the tf T S 
companies probably would receive 


approximately $4,000,000 in film ren- 
dais from the Schlesinger outfit dur- 
ing the next three years. 

This deal really puts South Africa 
on the cinema map because piciures 
will be available to the African 
Consolidated circuit. either in 
vance or at the same time they arc 
released in England. Because ot 
trade showing requirements in Great 
Britain, it will enable South Af 
patrons often to have features aneat 
of England. Earlier release 
really is a goodwill builder because 


film theatre customers in this coun- 





an 
aa- 


rican 


rint 
Gate 


iry are avid fan mag readers and 
know when there’s delay on release. 


Contract gives African 
dated Theatres, associated with Afri- 
can Consolidated Films, first call on 
pictures from the three companies. 
Existing contract with Metro includes 
films from United Artists, latter 
using M-G-M facilities for distribu- 
tion. Besides M-G-M, 20th-Fox also | 
maintains South African offices. | 
Product from Gaumont-British, 
Gainsborough, General Film Dis- 
iributors and Associated Film Pro- 
ducers also are held by African 
Consolidated Theatres, 


UA ENDS TIFFS 
WITH MAXWELL 


London, Feb. 24. 
Murray Silverstone, head of United | 
Artists, has averted a legal battle 
with John Maxwell, head of Asso- 
ciated British Picture Corp. Circuit 
booker, William Moffat, set ‘Vogues 
of 1938,’ into 250 ABPC spots, includ- 
ing 36 London theatres. With re- 
lease date approaching, UA learned 
that the circuit had by mistake over- 
booked, and ‘Vogues’ was intended to | 
be shelved in the 36 spots. 











Silverstone immediately issued a} United Artists, which has had the | @8ree to continue to accept three-| 


writ and served an injunction on} 
Maxwell, barring him from the | 
substituticn. Case came _ before | 
the Court for hearing, with UA’s | 
counsel asking the judge to stay the 
action. It appears Maxwell and Sil- 
verstone had talked it over, with 
Maxwell giving latter a_ written 
confirmation that the picture will be 
shown. 

Upshot of it all is that Moffat will 
jin future only be committed to films 
bookings if the order is counter- 
g&igned by a director of the company. 

Another dispute in which UA was 
also concerned was between the 
American company and Shipman & 
King circuit of 30 picture theatres, 
mostly solo spots in the South of 
England. Firm, as is customary, 
made a verbal contract to show 10 
UA films, including ‘Prisoner of 
Zenda,’ ‘52d Street,’ ‘Stand In,’ ‘Dead 
End’ and ‘Stella Dallas,’ and refused 


to sign contracts when submitted, 
without giving any reasonable 


grounds for refusal, 

Case was brought to the notice of 
Kinematograph Renters’ Assn., which 
threatened to put the firm on the 
barring list. But the matter was set- 
tied. 

UA has been dealing with this 
company for the last 15 years, with 
this being the first setback. 





Eichberg Visiting U. S.; 
Kitty Jantzen Vacash 


Berlin, Feb. 23. 

After seeing his latest pic, ‘The 
Tiger of Eshnapur,’ off on its sensa- 
tional run (grosses will outclimb all 
local records), Richard Ejichberg 
tails for New York and Hollywood 
on a goodwill tour. 

Ship also carries back on a visit 
the American film actress, Kitty 
Jantzen, Eichberg’s find, who took 
the femme lead in the picture. 


expressed by Justice Charles, 

hearing a case in the High 
| Court. ‘I have been to the films 
| : p ; 
( vy twice in my iile, he sald, 
and I did not care for them 
| either t e!’ 
Not long back, Lord Hew- 

ri ¢ T Cc ¢ 


Consoli- | i 


Signs $3,000,000 
Deal with Par, WB, RKO; U Pends 


+ 


‘Ben Cohen to Manage 


M-G House in Calcutta | 
ow's College the- 
sched- 
nouse 
Calcutta, 


India, when he sails today, Wednes- 


Ben Cohen, of Lo 
atre, Haven, 
uled to manage the new 


nead for 


New originally 
Metr« 


at Bombay, will 





Photo-Finish 


London, Feb 
What jurists think of 
tion pictures in the U. K. was 


24. 


moe 





Justice of Eng- 
ired he had 
on with the 


ess and hoped he 


never 





aay. 


cutta as soon as he arrives, 
Adolph H. Buehrig, Jr., present man- 
ager, will be shifted to the man- 
agerial post of the new Metro in 
Bombay. Loew-MGM theatre in 
Bombay now is set to open early in 


April. 


Jap-U. S. Distribs 
In Huddles Over 








BRITISH VAUDE 
ON UPGRAD 


London, Feb. 22. 


Vaudeville, dead and almost for- 


gotten in America, is having a vogue 
n England with no sign of decline. 
Latest 
confirmation is the pending negotia- 
for West End 
into variety houses. 

General Theatres, Gaumont-Brit- 
ish subsidiary, which controls 
around 18 vaudeville spots, includ- 
ing the Palladium and Holborn Em- 
pire, is seriously considering turn- 
ing the Tivoli into a flesh entertain- | 
ment house. GT practically settled 
with Charles Woolf to take over the 
Leicester Square theatre for that | 
purpose, on a $2,000-a-week rental. 
But George Black stuck out for a 
50-50 profit sharing idea, with Woolf | 
insisting on a 60-40 split, with him | 
to get the lion’s share. Deal fell 
through. 

Now the Tivoli proposition is hot, | 
with G-B ready to spend money on 
reconstruction, and building back- 
stage accommodation. House’s next 
attraction is ‘Old Chicago’ (20th), | 
which is expected to run at least 10 
weeks, and vaudeville policy will) 
not be wanted till the fall. | 

London Pavilion is another house 
being considered for vaudeville and 
the man behind the promotion is 
John Southern, who dropped around 
$250,000 on vaudeville some four 
years ago. His ventures included 
this house. 

Pavilion is at present leased by | 


If anything, it is advancing. 


tions turning three 


theatres 


house for nearly four years, with | 
A. E. Abrahams, the owner, recon- | 
structing and modernizing. the place | 
at a cost of $150,000. UA pays a 
rental of $3,000 per week, with the 
project not proving any too good. 
Also has the new Odeon, in Leices- 
ter Square, and would readily give 
up the Pavilion. 

Understood John Southern has a 
new angel with $100,000, who is 
ready to go ahead. Abrahams is also 
willing to put up $25,000 in the 
| Southern venture, if the latter takes 
ja long lease of the house. 

Third West End house to go 


behind the newly rebuilt Prince of 
Wales theatre, running a non-stop 
revue policy. Clore leased the Pic- 
cadilly some two years ago, and ran 
vaudeville there for several months, 
incurring some losses. But he still 
believes this house a good spot for 
variety, providing he can line up 
talent. 

Clore will probably make a trip 
to America shortly to look for acts. 


WARNERS TO RESUME 
BRITISH PRODUCTION 


Hollywood, March 1. 








ton studio director, is en route back 
to England via the Panama Canal 
after a vacation spent on the com- 
pany’s home lot at Burbank. He is 
cheduled to start a new production 
April 2. 

A. M Solomon, Teddington studio 
manager, who has also been studying 
Burbank production methods, is now 
in San Francisco, preliminary to 





leg of his homeward journey. 


| position Kubo will hold in the mat- 


training for New York on the first | 


Coin, Film Bans 


Tokyo, Feb. 14. 

Becoming apparent that consider- 
able oldfashioned horsetrading is 
going to be indulged in by both 
sides before anything-concrete de- 
velops to clarify the future status of 
foreign films in Japan. As it lines 
up now, Hisaji Kubo, Tokyo legalite 


who recently visited America, wiil 
figure in the parleys, with the 
American distribs here sitting as 


a group to weigh any proposals he 


may offer. 

Kubo, after conferring with 
American producer reps in New 
York last month, has returned to 


Japan for the final confabs on the 
proposition. Although no announce- 
ments have been made here regard- | 
ing the reception given Kubo’s idea 
by h.o. bigwigs, it’s understood he | 
was told nothing would be done until | 
the Japan rens of all concerned had | 
been given an opportunity of having 
their say on the matter. 

While American distribs here are | 
cautious in commenting on Kubo’s 
proposition, several of them have 
hinted that it hasn’t much chance of | 
going through without material al- | 
teration. None of them have talked | 
with Kubo up to this week, but they 
are basing their ideas on what little 
they have learned of the plan from 
their home offices. Until a formal 
meeting between Kubo and _ the}! 
American Picture Assn, is held, no- 
body is willing to give out info as 
to just what the plan is. 

Indications, however, are that it 
embraces an agreement on the part 
of the distribs to accept three-year 
promissory notes, signed by Jap 
banks, for all coin now stymied here, 
in turn for which, Kubo avers, the 
government will permit the free im- | 
portation of foreign films. On picts | 
thus imported the distribs are to} 
year promissory notes for all earn- 
ings, less cost of prints, advertising 
material, titling and office overhead. 

Kudo’s Position? 

Another feature which 

be worrying the 


to | 
what | 


seems 
distribs is 
| 
ter. If rumors prove to be well- | 
founded, Kubo is looking toward the 
establishment of a control office to | 
handle the entire matter and in 
which he will have virtually a free 


hand. 
| Manchuokuo Motion Pix Assn. 
| (Manchuokuo government monop- 


oly) and its inability to get sufficient 


vaudeville is the Piccadilly. Opera- | Product to service the territory, is 
tor will be Charles Clore, who is | 0Oming as another question which | 
_ the American distribs here will have | 
to dispose of definitely in the near | 


| future. 

Meeting has been arranged be- 
tween the monopoly and the Ameri- 
can Motion Picture Assn. Whether 
| the monopoly intends to extend the 
| olive branch is not known, but it's 
|a safe guess that some effort is going 
| to be made to get hold of American 

product. According to the best info 
| obtainable, American distribs are de- 
|termined to turn thumbs down on 
| any proposition which calls for turn- 
jing product over to the monopoly. 

Toho apparently is not going to 

wait for a general clearing up of the 
numerous propositions under con- 
| sideration to relieve the tension sur- 
| rounding foreign importations. An- 


' 
| 
| 


Arthur Woods, Warners’ Tedding- | nouncement was made yesterday | 


| oe that the firm is sending Iwao 
| Mori, Toho production chief. to 

America in March, with the idea of 
making a deal with American pro- 
ducers to swap American films for 
Jap subjects. Aside from the fact 
that there are so few Jap subjects 
suitable for the American market. 
would give its blessing to such an ar- 
rangement. Distribs here say that 
i swapping idea hasn't been discussed. 


He will take over the Metro at Cal- 
while 


|where he 


Wales, 
' 


_ theatres 


it’s doubtful if the government here | 








ie 





, Aussie Quota View 





Sydney, March 1. 
Australian producers are pere- 
turbed over the British quota 
amendment eliminating Domin- 
ion production from quota 
credits. They claim this amend- 
ment threatens to shut their 
product out of England to a con- 
siderable degree. May appeal 
to Federal government and the 
premier of New South Wales. 
Seems likely that if the shutf- 
out clause remains in England's 
quota law, the government here 
may withdraw benefits granted 
British films. 





Sydney, Feb. 25, 

Though it will not be definitely 
known before March 15, it now jg 
predicted here that American dis. 
tributors will not produce features jn 
Australia to comply with the New 
South Wales quota act. There is 
some talk of a test case being 
brought in the supreme court by dis. 
tributors to test the legality of the 
act and the right to force foreign jp. 
terests in a British community into 
production, if local production falls 
below requirements, 

However, what is more likely is 
that U. S. companies would take a 
few films needed to comply with the 
low quota percentages New 
| South Wales producers. Believed 


from 








’ 
| 
| 


G-B PROBE BY 
GOVT LIKELY 


London, Feb. 24. 
Distinct likelihood 
ment 





probe into the affairs of Gau- 


mont-British was last week revealed | 


in the House of Commons by Oliver 
Stanley, president of the Board of 
Trade. Asked whether he had con- 
sidered the applications of more than 


3,000 stockholders, representing 
| 1,000,000 shares, for investigation, 


Stanley said he had received appli- 
cation for appointment of an inspec- 
tor under the Companies Acts and the 
matter was still under consideration. 

Moves were set on foot by a 
minority group of stockholders in an 
effort to dislodge the Ostrers from 
their dominating position. 


ANZAC SHOWMAN, SAM 


SNIDER, IN N. Y. ON BIZ 


Sam Snider, of Snider-Dean circuit 
in Australia, is 
York this 


New | 
the Coast, 
arrived from Sydney 
about a week ago. Snider, whose 
interests are active in building new 
film theatres in Sydney and cities 
located in several other Australian 
states, will come east to obtain latest 
ideas on cinema construction. 

Snider-Dean circuit has several 
deals with Hoyts in Australia and 
has worked with the latter on sev- 
eral product outlet pacts. 


expected in 


week from 


Sydney, Feb. 14. 

Sam Snider, co-director of Snider- 
Dean and National Theatres, while 
abroad, will seek stage attractions 
suitable for Australian audiences 
and also take a look into the latest 
methods of pic presentation in the 
top theatres. 

Snider-Dean operates huge indie | 
nabe and stix chain in New South | 
and recently made a biz 
agreement with Hoyts covering ace 
in the principal city cen- 
tres, known today as National Thea- 
tres. Agreement does not interfere 
in any way with the operation of its 
own indie chain, 

First splash into live presentation 
came with cooperation in the Marcus 
{unit through the Fullers. This unit 
| has met with success in New Zealand 
|and Australia and, according to A.B. 
|Mreus, in Adelaide, plans are being 
|set for another tour with a bigger 
| unit, 


Mex Labor’s Pic Boycott 


Mexico City, March 1, 

National cinematographic workers’ 
federation of unions has voted to 
| boycott all members of the pic in- 
| dustry who have anything to do with 
|picts that spoof labor. 
Action also applies to films that 
ishow the proletarian movement in 
}an unfavorable light. 














| . 
| Rob Wagner in Aussie 


} Rob Wagner, Hollywood publisher. 
hit here last week on a looksee \ iSit. 

Had just completed a tour of New 
Zealand and left for Victoria and 
other points of the Commonwealth, 


of a Govern-| 


| tional 


| River,’ more than a year ago. 


that the one or two features needed 
by each major American distrib 
could be turned out by existing pro- 
ducers. 

Local producers hope the opera- 
tion on the new quota law will place 
their studios in operation shortly, 
| Production firms here estimate the 
new law will mean eight to 12 feat. 
|ures annually for American distribs, 
|either made jointly with U.S. com. 
| panies, with American company sue 
|pervision or turned out specifically 
| for America’s distributors to fulfill 
| 
| 





| quota requirements. 

Plenty of huddles are on at Mo- 
tion Pictures Distributors’ headquar- 
ters, with heavy correspondence 
passing between Sir Victor Wilson, 
recently in America. and distributors 
in N. Y. It is known that several pro- 
duction units here are eager to get 
their plants operating under 
pact with U. S. companies 
out specific features. 

Cinesound, which has_ operated 
without quota benefit, is starting on 
‘Let George Do It,’ a comedy. Ex- 
pedition starts this month on ‘Thun- 
der Over the Desert,’ with Charles 
Chauvel in charge of the syndicate 
that operates its producing. Uni- 
versal is reported interested in the 
film. New Era has finished ‘The 
Avenger,’ and may start another 
soon. 

Commonwealth is nearing comple- 
tion on “Typhoon Treasure,’ but Na- 
has done nothing since its 
50-50 try with Columbia on ‘Rangle 
Ar- 
gossy, lined up with newspaper in- 
terests, has not started a single pro- 
duction but still has Clarence Badger 
here waiting. Commonwealth is op- 
erated by Commonwealth Film 
Laboratories under Jack Bruce, 
while National is controlled by a 
body of newspaper and commercial 
men, 

Cinesound is headed by Norman 
Rydge, Robert Hill, H. Y. Russell, 
Edwin Geach and John Goulson, 
most of whom are connected with 
Greater Union Theatres. New Era 
is handled by Dick Harwood for 
Melbourne interests. 


Mull Jap Show Biz Tax 


Tokyo, Feb. 14. 
Tax Inquiry Commission of the Fi- 
nance Office hasn't yet decided where 
to apply the amusement tax recently 
decided upon, Commission is hold- 
ing out for levying the 10% on all 
admish ducats over 5c., while exhibs 
are demanding its application on all 
over 10c. a 
Chances are the Tax Commission 
will win the argument. 


Current London Plays 


(With Dates When Opened) 
‘Whiteoaks'—April 14, '36 
‘French Without Tears’—Nov. 6. 
‘Balalaika’—Dee, 22, ” 
“jeorge and Margaret’—Feb. 25, ‘37. 
‘Black Limelight’—April 22. 
‘Victoria Regina’—June 21. 
‘Housemaster’—June 29. 
‘St. Moritz’—July 31. 
Time and the Conways’—Aug. 26. 
of the Wave’—Sept. 1. 
London Rhansody’—Sent. 1 
“The Phantom Light’—Sept. 7. 
tioing Greek’—Sept. 16. 
I Have Been rei Refore’—Sept 23. 
‘Hide and Seek’—Oct. 14. 
‘Autumn’—Oct, 15, 
Yes and No’—Oct. 26. 
*Poris et Londres’—Ort. 27. 
Mourning Recomes Electra’—NovV. 19. 
‘Robert’s Wife’—Nov. 23. 
‘Thank You, Mr. Pe pys'—Nov. 30. 
Oh. Letty’—Dee, &, 
‘I Killed the Count’'—Dee. 10. 


some 
to turn 














(‘rest 





after which he will continue his trip 
around the world. 


Room Service'—Dee, 15. 
Me and My Girls’—Dec. 16 
Reauty and the Beast’'—Dec. 27. 
Sim Sala Bim’—Der, 27 
i his Monkey Business’—Jan. & 38. 
"he Melody That Got Lost’—Jan. 19. 
Volpone’—Jan, 25. 
: e Sharp’—Jan. 26. 
‘The Innocent Partv—Jan. 27 
rhe Three Sisters’—Jan. 25 
Nuts in Mav’—Fehb, 3. 
Hrabelle'—Feb. 9. 
Frozen Glory’—Feb. 10, 
tg Island’—Fehb, 10. 
tek Swans’—Feb, 15. 
Mary Goes to See’ — Feb. 16 


odsWorth’'—Fehb, 22 


Urprise Item'’'—Feb, 25. 
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Warm Weather and Crowds Arrive; 


Ry CHARLES LANIUS 
Cannes, Feb. 20. 


Casino and nitery operators are 
preathing easier now that a slow 
starting season is at last under way. 
Unsettled political conditions had 
jammed on the brakes, but good 
weather and sunshine have things 
almost back to normal. 

Casino Municipale opened with 
Fernandel, French comedian, in 
‘Ionace, and followed by Gaby 
Morlay and her company in ‘Victoria 


Next was ‘Jeunes Filles en 
with Delia Coli, and now 
Russian Ballets are 


Regina.’ 
Uniforme,’ 
Woizikowsky’s 
topping. 

In the music hall, Harry Reso and 
Lvda Sue are stopping for a week 
Earl and Josephine Leach are booked 
to do their American dances and 
Dave Hacker and June Sidell will 
satire Ravel's ‘Bolero’ and do their 
Jap act. Marie Hollis, Laurel, 
Les Gambassi, and Una Cooper are 
on the bill. 

Eddie Foy is head man in 
Ambassadeurs with his band and 
Maurice Toubas alternates for the 
slithery stuff. Midnight crowd, prac- 
tically always the same, swarms into 
Chez Brummel after the show. 

Nouveau Casino is featuring a girl 
show from Paris and Carrington, 
English magician. On the floor be- 
low the Kit Kat Klub, with Acguino’s 
orchestra, is doing big biz nitely. 

Joe Cavalli's Dolphin Club has re- 
opened, repainted and redecorated 
with real oranges and leaves for a 
false ceiling. O’Rio is open with a 
new bar arranged so that the place 
seems smaller and Mile. Mona, the 
owner, is thinking of knocking out 
a partition and installing a second 
bar to give the place a real big 
towny effect. George Moque and his 
Hollywoodians render the spirituals. 

La Bastide has reopened with 
nothing noticeable with the exception 
of the painting of a very lovely nude 
female above the bar. Le Jungle is 
open and is sticking to its habitual 
African theme. 

Great Talent Influx 

One of the greatest influx of artists 
that this resort has ever seen has 
come this winter to entertain the 
sun seekers. Besides the above. the 
list includes Marian Anderson, Valen- 
tine Tessier, Cecile Sorel, Marcelle 
Praince, Elvire Popesco, the Quator 
Hongrois, A. Tissot. Constant Remy 
and Gabrielle Bouillon. 

List of artists yet to appear in- 


Joe 


the 


cludes: Sacha Guitry, L. Tragin, 
Yvette, Guilbert, Wasa  Prihoda, 
Rachmaninoff, the English Players, 
Dinah Sinety, Allard, R. Bourdin, 
Brothier, Gilbert-Moryn, Guyla, 
Lapelleterie, Duart, Ninon Vallin, 


Mia Slavenska, Margit Bokor, Harold 
Kreutzberg, Josephine Baker. Elisa- 
beth Schumann, Fritz Kreisler. 
Jascha Heifetz, the Schwarz Sisters, 
Lys Gauty, Elyane Celis, Mauricet, 
Edith Piaf, Boucot, Franconay, Saint- 
Granier, Maurice Rostand, Ouvard, 
and Gretl Vernon. 





Monte Carlo Jammed 
Monte Carlo, Feb. 20. 
Monte Carlo is packed with skiers, 


gamblers, tennis players and just 
Plain holidayers and opera is getting 
a capacity lay at the casino thea- 
ne with Raoul Gunsbourg at the 
1elm, 

This week it is ‘Les Contes D’Hoff- 
man’ by Jacques Offenbach, with 


orchestral effects under the direction 


of Mare-Cesar Scotto. Next week 
Richard Wagner’s ‘Lohengrin’ with 
Georges Thill, French tenor, taking 


the role, will be given. 

At the Theatre des 
M. Denys Amiel's 
‘Ma Liberte’ 
Denise Bose 


Christiane 


Beaux-Arts, 
three-act comedy, 
will be given, starring 
with Henry Bosc, 
tibes, Jean Marconi, 
Robert Hommet, Jacqueline Dumon- 
ceau, and Jean Vermot in the com- 
pany. 
Next week Marcel Sablon will pre- 
sent ‘Un Homme Comme les Autres’ 


‘One Man Like the Others’). 
Armand Salacrou’s newest. which 
Was rated tops in Paris. Cast in- 
Cludes Annie Dueaux, Jacques 
Dumensil. Gilbert Geniat, Jean Poe. 
H *AY Houry, Pierre, Feuillere. 
Marfa Dherbilly. Colette Proust and 


Marie-Louise Delby. 





Riviera Revives, Show Biz Booms THAT MUG 





Of Course 


London. 


Feb. 24. 


Erich Pommer has taken an 
option on a yarn by Irvyn Le- 
roy and Michael Sadlier, a saga 


of the trials and tribulations of 
the Puritans in England. High- 
light will be the departure for 
the new world of the Pilgrim 


fathers in the Mayflower. 
Pommer's company 
is Mayflower 


. of course, 
Productions. 











SYDNEY'S ANNI 
BOLSTERS BIZ 


Sydney, Feb. 14. 
th visitors in to 
anniversary 
scalpers re 
upping 


City is thronged 
witness the 150th 
brations. Ticket 
rich harvest by 


’ 
cele- 
-aped a 
prices to 


;} view the mammoth procession. As 
high as $100 apiece was paid for the 
privilege of viewing the ag ig 
and the coin raked in brought up a 
high take. Festivities will continue 
until April, but it's expected that 
after about two weeks the real 
glamour will fade away. 

Theatre managements, in the face 
of the outdoor competish, found biz 
off at mats, but better at nights. 
Greater Union Theatres, on main 








ica 


| door 


night of outdoor 
not to start its show 
figuring that by this 


attractions, decided 
until 9 p. m., 
time the pub- 


lic would be glad to find rest after 
heavy runaround. Was a nice piece 
of showmanship on the part of Nor- 


man B. Rydge and his t 
committee, 

Public is expected to turn to 
shortly. 
money on hand, 
should not be long before it starts to 
flow into the coffers of the pic, legit 
and vaude revue men. Given a wet 
spell, the take would go to enormous 
heights because of such a huge mob 
floating around. 

Yankee films still have the top 
spots on marquees and managers are 
readying to celebrate in a big way. 

Outstanding opening of week was 
‘Emile Zola’ (WB) at Hoyt’s Cen- 
tury, and this one should pull plenty 


managemen 
in- 
amusements There's 


plenty of 


later. ‘Souls at Sea’ (Par) bowed 
out after a grand run, with ‘The 
Barrier’ (Par) replacing. ‘Awful 


Truth’ (Col) looks set for solid biz, 
and ‘100 Men and Girl’ (U) main- 
tains a high level. ‘Stella Dallas’ 
(UA) is also still good for trade, and 
‘Wife, Doctor, Nurse’ (20th) appears 


okay nice spell. ‘Ali Baba’ (20th) 
is a click, with ‘Big City’ (MG) 
having a moderate run. ‘Maytime’ 


(MG) is still pulling nice biz on its 
long showing. 


‘Balalaika’ moves along safely for 
Williamson-Tait, and Tivoli is get- 
ting biz nights with new vaude- 


revue unit, 





Antique d’Orange, Paris, 
Now National Theatre 


Paris, Feb. 22. 
Theat Antique d’Orange, long 
the trial house for plays by new 
writers, has come under the direc- 
tion of the Opera of Paris That 
means the house wiil become a na- 


Under new law passed 
Opera and 


+} hol 
1 NnOouUse 


tional theatre. 
recently regarding the 
Opera-Comique, it places 
completely in the hands of the 
ernment. 
Although the 


cov. 
OV 


works of many of 


France’s best playwrights got their 
| start there, recently audiences have 
been thinner and thinner and the 
theatre was no longer able to keep 
its doors open Directors of the 
house believe chat by placing it 
under State control and thereby re- 
ceiving subsidies, it can once again 
eturn to its status of one of t 


sading theatres in France outside of 


r 
| 
'Pa 


| Ci edit 
. | 
and it 


making worthwhile 


* Cece 


U. a. PIX T 








Expect New British Measure 
Will Eliminate U. S. Ex- 


port of ‘B’ and ‘C’ Picts 
—Involves Big Saving— 
Showdown in House of 


Lords 


DOMINION ANGLES 


With the English quota mea sure | 
scheduled to go before the House 
f Lords and final enactment in the 
next few weeks, American foreign 
department chiefs estimate the new 
law will increase outlay for quota | 
pictures $5,500,000 to $6,000,000 ovel 
the present quota expenditures, un- | 


made. 
that if the 


radical changes 

Estimated in New York 
three-for-one quota 
corporated, the new 
expenditures 75% to 80% for 
British quota. If reciprocity is 
tended according to the 
plan, which now seems unlikely, 
might be cut in half. 


less are 
idea is 
law will hike 
the 
ex- 
American 
this 
However, what is more likely with 
the quota measure not drastically 
altered, U. S. companies will count 
on effecting considerable savings by 
eliminating ‘B’ and product from 
the pictures imported into England. 
Revenue obtained in the British Isles 
small that this would mean a 
saving. 


is so 
real 
If a major com- 
into England last 
conceivably the first year 
new quota) total 60 pic- 
elimination of secondary 
programmers would cut 
the list to 30 or 40. The 15% require- 
ment for distributors on their quota 
thus would be reduced from 11 
films to five or six, 


It works this way. 
pany’s shipments 
(and 

the 

the 


ies OF 


vear 
under 
tures, 
featt 


And if American companies intend 
features in Eng- 
land under 
boxoffice stars, this would mean a 
saving of $1,000,000 to $1,400,000 for 
quota credit pictures. Compared to 
the $300.000 that the ‘B’ films might 


secure from rentals in England, such | 


a plan of operation seems logical. 
Americans also realize that any pic- 
ture made in England is a heavier 
gamble as far as returns in this 
country are concerned than a Holly- 
wood production, 


Thus, instead of 420. pictures 
shipped into England in a= year’s 
time, American companies conceiv- 


ably might lay down only 230 under 


the new quota law. 

As the final showdown looms in 
the House of Lords, film company 
representatives this week outlined 
their attitude on the measure. Dis- 
tributors here favor (1) three-for- 
one distributor credit for each pic- 
ture involving $150,000 labor costs 


or thereabouts (approximately $350.- 
000 to $400,000 production outlay per 
picture), (2) the reciprocity idea 
giving two picture quota credits to 
an American production made _ in 
England when :t is exhibited in the 
U. S. as well as Great Britain, (3) 
making the 15°, quota regulation 
applicable to each picture rather 
than according to footage, as the bill 
is now worded, and (4) a clause per 
mitting features made in dominion 
territories to count in quota credits 


‘amendment passed last week would 
bar pictures made for quota credit 
when produced in British Empire 


territory outside of England). 


They do not favor the reviewing 
clause, still in the bill, because (a) 
the claim that it makes it difficult 


0 finance production if the film can 
after completion, (b) 
that it is the wrong way to 
production value this is 
reason for its inclusion in the 


be rejected 
charge 


boo since 


logical 


measure, and (c) contend that it 
leaves too mM uch arbit rary power in 


the hands of a body of which a ma- 


jority is chosen from outside the 
industry, 

Picture officials here believe the 
three-for-one credit idea will go far 


1 bolstering co worthwhile fea- 
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In Anzac; Clay Hake Replacing 














not in-| 


quota | 


skilled experts and with | 








+ - 
Oops, Sorry! | Sy rch 1 
stanley Crick, 20 I ‘ hief 
Vienna, Feb. 21 eg \u 1 and N Zealand, has 
Local studio has been hand- resigned Clay Hake i tant to 
enka m0 *xtensive ballyhoo about WwW. J Hut ) lenarte- 
the aVish 1¢@Sss ot i new roO- ] 
alias Blurbs “ 3 he? ment chief for Fox i mv 
te sing * aw ows Statec temporarily replaces n. Remainder 
ne cost will run into seven fig- : 
: . I ; , k rm rr Pe of contract held by C: c With about 
res ast ee ie publicity 
: . . wer 7) eee 18 months to run wus adjusted 
backfired when an actor brought TST RO eg 
ea cS tein oe ac ; ay amicably by the company 
suit for $26.70 unpaid wages 
. ‘n3)) ’ pe 4 f n é , 
Film is titled ‘Millionaires Departure of Crick from any ae 
nection with 20th-Fox had been 
more or less expected by those in the 
‘ 9 Australian picture bu He wss 
+ lifted out of Hoy and | connection 
o) we | with the theatre end when in New 
: York last summe 3 k wa ine 
1 formed at that time that his intere 
was to be solely that of pictuw 
Understood here that 20th-Fox was 
inclined to believe that Crick had 
nee |} too many interests and could 1 ot 
| adequately represent the film com- 
| 4 A t 
‘ ’ + IAGOD, aren 2 pany, There was also said to be a 
Dodsworth, Sidney Howard's ant ; 
: | feeling that an American should rep- 
dramatization of Sinclair Lewi resent the film in! te in - i a 
S } nteré $ I uct 
novel, apened at the Palance last large territory Many U. & ec 
Pte 4 Cit Z Wwiah — "Olle 
week (22). Despite a good produc- panies follow such practice 
: ° « 5 iCl bP, ACL C. 
tion, an admirable cast is unsuited D rr 
; , uring the t { rick 
to the nationality of the play, res 5 si NY a and 
yarles Munri I fear 
and the entire scoaiiicabeiie thereby MI ad . marke “<g a : ast yee 
suffers. Philip Merivale and Gladys | * ae ori behind when 7 fore 
. er arte tralia. \ } 
Cooper starring. mer s a tec : rt Au ral J [unro 
‘ . , ‘ P 1engineered all the film deals that put 
Surprise Item,’ Ruritanian comedy, 20th-Fox product in Hoyts circuit of 
opened at the Ambassadors (25). Ar- theatre : 
“ a c De 
rival is unlikely in present shape 


but might make an excellent musical. 

‘Operette,’ Noel Coward's latest 
musical, is already running into dif- 
ficulty. Producer-author Coward is 
at odds with Frank Collinson, con- 
ductor and latter is quitting. Coward 
is personally conducting music at 
Manchester where it is trying out 
Benjamin Frankel, British Broad- 
casting conducto relieves Coward 


on Friday (4). 


Mile. Boyer Rome Click 


Rome, Feb. 23. 
is big hit in Rome. 
one even 


Lucienne Boyer 
Booked for 


Theatre, Miss Boyer found the audi- 
ence so enthusiastic and eager for 
encores that she is giving two more 


concerts, 
Billed with her 
the French Van 


are Pils and Tabet, 
and Schenck. 


ture production in England. British 


angle on reciprocity is that this 
added quota credit should go only 
to those buying non-quota films in 
England. This helps British pro- 
ducers get into the American mar- 
ket, but doesn’t mean much to the 


U. S. distributor. 


ing at the Valle | 





| 


Shifting of Crick out of 20th-Fox 
and Hoyts is not expected to alter 
any general plans of the theatre cir- 
cuit company. Control in Hoyts is 
held by the picture company, accord- 
ing to all reports here, and it is 


un- 
likely that present alignment on di- 


; rectors and stockholders will be dis- 
turbed. 

Crick is expected to remain activ: 
in the film business. He is an aldere 
man here and active official in the 
sesqui-centennial exposition soon to 
be held. 

W. J. Hutchinson, foreign sales 
manager for 20th Century-Fox, ig 
due back March 8 in New York from 

| his tour of South America. 

He probably will remain at the 
home office until early in May, when 
he goes to London for an interna- 
tional sales meeting. He also will 
visit Paris for a similar confab, 





MEX PICT UNIONS 
DEFEND WAGE RAISES 


Mexico City, March 1. 
Certain Mexican picture producers 


Produ icer-distributor companies fa j and smaller independent distributors 

L Cie id J { t 

yor inclusion ef dominion territe “el | here, who squawked long and loudly 

( ius , Olmilnil ILO y 

production for quota, because they | recently over labor demands for 
‘ “ |higher wages and larger staffs, are 

believe features can be made cheaper | 1 Tee th ! e 

: ; la wet, accordin: ( ie claims 0 

in Australia and Canada than inj} 1 ‘ ig : c ‘le 

. oca yicture mnion oma *r come 

England. Dominion bar possibly will | 

he removed in the House of Lords | panies charged that drastic unionism 


because of ill-will it 
in the British Empire. 
Chief danger to 
can companies now 
the reviewing clause. While in Lon- 
don it is regarded as the whole level 
now being used to advance the qual- 
ity of British production, even Eng- 
lish producers are against it. Both 
U. S. and British producers feel the 
proposition is risky and cer- 
tainly will be a death blow to 12 or 
more small producers in England. 


might stir up 


Ameri- 
appears to be 


remaining 


too 


Feb. 28. 


three-for 


London 
the 


pl in 


Withdrawal of 
distributor quota 


-one 


and inclusion 


of an amendment barring films made 


in Canada and other dominion terri- 
tories from counting as quota credit 
pictures highlighted the final passage 
of the English quota bill through 
the House of Commons Set to come 
up for the first time in the House of 
Lords tomorrow (3) Government 
is credited with halting an attempt 


percentage 


to boost quota 
Three-fo1 


“one qu ita p! 


for pictures involving $150,000 or 

more labor costs may be ved by 

the Lord This body also may elim- | 
inate dominion producing ban 


position | 


| of business 





soon would drive them ont 
because they can’t stand 
repeated requests for more coin and 


additional workers. 


program 


Employers claim that the unions 
insist on their carrying staffs as 
large as those of the big operators 
and pay the same wage scale. Their 
contention is that they will either 
have to close shop or make deals 
with big American distri! 


Dutors Ope 
erating here to handle thei: 


product. 


Almost the same cry was raised 
| by U. S. distributor representatives 
| when another pay tilt was asked for 
|exchange workers a couple of weelrs 
| ago. Pointed to the fact that it was 
| the second boost for these people in 
| about eight months, and that the lev- 
eling off of waves at the peak price 
; paid a worker in |} particu clase 
ification m ( 4 mu ] l pave 
| roll Demat vere 1 t though, 
after several da‘ ofa rat 
Now tl unior i tt 4 rt 
racketeering at t e 0 ™ 
} little fellow roa od else yut 
that they simply are}? ne their 
membe Denial also was made 
about fore ng la! Fe} stall ind h er 
wave t} app t roplyin ° 
betudio emplo 


QUOTA UPS PROD. $6,000,000 


T rick Out as 20th-Fox Sales Chief 
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CE RG FEROS a2 CHARLIE RUGGLES 

| , . ~~ Barry Fitzgerald « May Robson 
“Walter Catlett + Fritz Feld 
Directed by HOWARD HAWKS 










“<1 AUGHTER HOLDING BOTH ITS SIDES’ completely describes the audience reaction to “Bring- 


ing Up Baby’. It is loaded with comedy 
that never fails to click. With the help 
of a grand cast, the picture races 
through an hour and three quarters 
that will leave you as limp as a flag in 


i b DJ e 
a cloudburst.” —San Francisco N ews 


“A comedy hit... Its pace is 
breathless and the dialog, that is 
senseless, runs through the film 
like water in a sieve and keeps 
time with the action. . Sets a rec- 
ord on high in pace, unthinking 
fun .. unceremonious informal- 


e 9? Z P 
uty. —San Francisco Examiner 


“The wildest of all the wild com- 
edies—also one of the funniest... 
A film which young and old 
will find hilarious fun.” 


| —San Francisco Call-Bulletin 


“Destined to make lots and lots 
of money, Miss Hepburn romps 
through the role of a madcap 
heiress with unrestrained aban- 
don and is swell. ‘Bringing Up 
Baby’ is certainly the most hila- 
‘rious picture to careen across the 
screen since ‘The Awful Truth’.” 


—San Francisco Chronicle 
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PIX AGENTS’ ETHICS DRIV 





Larry Darmour Loses 2d Honeymoon’ nm NOOO BIG 14 
Suit: Other Film Litigations Pending TO PURGE RANKS 


Larry Darmour, indie film pro- 
ducer, failed last week in his at- 
tempt to have N. Y. supreme court 
0th Century-Fox over use olf 
the title, ‘Second Honeymoon,” on its 
recent film release. Justice Petet 
Schmuck, who ruled on the petition 
for a temporary injunction, took the 
view that Darmour had presented no 
vidence of unfair competition or in- 
vasion of a property right. Court 
also expressed ‘grave doubt’ of Dar- 
mour’s good faith in bringing the 
action, since he obtained his rights 
‘only after the defendant had adver- 
tised its production.’ 

Darmour had stated in his com- 
plaizt that the title, ‘The Second 
Honeymoon, had been originally 
used in a film which Continental 
Talking Picture had made in 1926, 
with the permission of Ruby M. 
Ayres, who had published a novel 
of the same title. Darmour had been 
connected with the Continental out- 
fit as director and stockholder, but 
subsequently closed with the novel- 
ist for the film rights to th: book. 

After commenting on the time ele- 
ment between 20th Century’s an- 
nouncement of its ‘Second Honey- 
and Darmour’s personal deal 
with the novelist, Justice Schmuck 
stated that ‘in vie 7 of previous leth- 
argy and taking into consideration 
the adroit insinuation to buy peace 
in the letter of Dec. 11, 1937, he 
(Darmour) cannot be said on the 
record to have come into court with 
clean hands.” Darmour had asked 
for the injunction pending trial of 
a $100,000 damage suit which he had 
brought against 20th Century on the 
unfair competition angle. 

Edwin P. Kilroe and 
Abeles iefended the 
move. 


enjoin 2 


moon’ 


Julian T. 
injunction 


‘Little Mi.s Nebody’ 

William C. Michel, v.p. of 20-Fox, 
is scheduled to appear in N. Y. 
supreme court March 4 for examina- 
tion before trial of the title theft 
action brought by Crosby George, 
author, who claims originating the 
title, ‘Little Miss Nobody’ which he 
used in 1930 on a published story 
Avers 20th used the tag on the pic- 
turization of Frederick Hazlett Bren- 
nan’s story, ‘The Matron’s Report,’ 
produced in 1936, starring Shirley 
Temple. Author, besides $50,000 
damages, also wants accounting of 
the picture's profits and seeks to get 
info along this line from Michel. 

. Detroit, March 1. 

Damage suit for $90,000 against 
Paramount Pictures, Inc., for aleged 
plagiarism on ‘Double or Nothing’ 
flicker, was filed in federal court 
here last Friday (25) by Charles D. 
Livingstone and wife, Harriet, De- 
troit. 

Complaintants charge Bing Crosby 
pus is identical, both as to tithe and 
story, with radio skit they had re- 
corded by World Broadcasting Corp. 
in New York in November, 1933. 

Hollywood, March 1. 

Production of ‘Rosalie’ constituted 

a violation of her literary property 





rights. Sylvia Kingsley alleges in 
$100,000 action filed here against 
William Anthony MeGuire, Metro 


producer, in which the plaintiff 
claims she wrote a play by that title 
12 years ago and entrusted it to the 
lefendant to be prepared as a legit 
stage show on which she was to re- 
cetve 25°) of the profits. 





Miss Kingsley charges that in ad- 
lition to receiving nothing from the | 
long and successful footlight run, she 
has not been paid what she claims to 
be her share of the $50,000 Metro | 
paid McGire for the screen rights. 


Karloff Held at WB | 
For Two More Creepers 


Hollywood, March 1. 

; Boris Karloff has been retained | 
/y Warners for two more pictures | 
“eye on the character of ‘Doctor | 
X." his latest film. First of pair will 
be filmed under the title, “The Re- 
‘urn of Doctor X,’ with production 
‘os get under way May 15. 

Dr. Manty Hall and Anthonv 
Cetdeway will write the script. 


| over 


Getting a for Jane 


Holly wood, March 1. 

Frances Hyland and Albert Ray | 
have completed the screen play on 
in untitled yarn which will be 
filmed as Jane Withers’ next 20th- 
Fox production, with John Stone as |! 
associate producer. 

Moppet is due back from her per- 
sonal appearance tour, March 7, and | 
is scheduled to go before the | 
eras two weeks later. 


DISTRIBS SHUN. 
NW EXHIB 
WAR 


Minneapolis, March 1. 
There'll be no direct aid from | 
local film exchanges for 


Bemidji and 
10 and 15c¢ scaled 
situation that 


in remedying the 
Brainerd, Minn., 
first-run duals’ 


threatens to engulf the entire ter- | 


ritory in an admission price war 
with widespread extension of double 
featuring. 

W. H. Workman, Metro exchange 
manager, to whom President W. A. 
Steffes of Northwest Allied sent a 
request to call all branch managers 
together to take the lead in a move 
to bring peace, has decided that his 
group can do nothing acting in con- 
cert, but that the exhibitors them- 
selves will have to work out the 
solution, 

At first, Workman said he would 
accede to Steffes’ request. 
further consideration of the matter, 
however, he reached the conclusion 
that the proposed meeting couldn't | 
accomplish anything, he explains, so 
he will not ¢all it. 

The present storm center is a new 
$150,000 theatre at Brainerd which 
started with a policy of first run 
double features for a dime on two 
days a week and for 15¢ on two 
others. Both Brainerd and Bemidji 
are competitive situations. Exhibi- 
tors in other nearby towns also are 
starting to slash prices 
two bill policies. 


20-FOX ON DEAL FOR 


‘JONES FAMILY’ P. A’S: 


Hollywood, March 1. 
Negotiations are 
send the cast of 20th-Fox Jones 
Family series on a personal appear- 
ance tour starting early in the sum- 
mer and continuing for at least two 
months. Deal will be clesed if 
studio’s financial terms are met. 
‘Family’ at present includes Jed 
Prouty, Spring Bviiuez », Florence 
Roberts, Shirley Deane. Ken Howell, 
Russell Gleason, June Carlson, 
fe .ge Ernest and Billy Mahan. 
Name of Helen Valkis, 
signed to a term deal by 
been changed to Helen Valerie. She 
is currently appearing with the 
Jones family in ‘A Trip to Paris.’ 
Actress came to Hollywood from the 
strawhat theatre circuit, and did a 
stint for Warners before moving 
to the Westwood lot. 


MOORE’S ‘ACCIDENTAL’ 
Hollywood, March 1. 
Joe Bigelow assigned to screen- 
play ‘Strictly Accidental’ at RKO lot 
Victor Moore will top the cast 


Northwest | 
Allied and its indie exhib members | 


After | 


and acopt | 


under way to | 


recently | 
20th, has | 


Seek to Set Up a Code of 
Business Practice for Self- 
Preservation—Calif. State 
Labor Board Can Crack 
Down Too Easily, 
Arbitrarily 


and 


A BIG BIZ NOW 


Hollywood, March 1 
Stormy days are ahead for Holly- 
weod’s over-manned army of talent 
agents. Finally awake to the fact 
that their own enterprises are being 
undermined by unhealthy’ condi- 
| tions, more or less general through- 
out the percentage field, the 13 rich 
and powerful members of the Agents 
| Guild are poised for a widespread 


| putsch intended to rid the racket of 


office-in-hatters and even some of 
the affluent 10% ers who are alleged 
te have gotten that way through un- 
ethical practices. 

While thinning of the ranks will 
not come without a fight, the ‘Big 
13° has the advantage in that it has 
| lined up behind its battle lines the 
heads of the major production com- 
panies as well as the California 
Labor Commission, which has super- 
vision over all 10ers. 

Records of the state labor body 
reveal that there are now 273 
| licensed agencies in the cinema sec- 
tor, as against 26 a decade ago. 
More than half of the present total 
; have sprung up within the last two 
or three years. 

Blowoff that is about to come has 
been in the talk stage ever since 
the formation of the Agents Guild 
a year ago, but began to take 
definite shape under intensive 
plotting following the recent rumpus 
between Joseph M. Schenck, 20th- 
| Fox chairman, and Myron Selznick, 
| who rates a heftier list of clients 
|than any of his fellow. guilders. 
Schenck-Selznick row resulted in the 
latter and his employes being barred 
|} from the Westwood lot. 


Keeping Own House in Order 


13’ holding daily powwows to map 
campaign plans, other 
are conferring with high studio ex- 
ecutives and Labor Board officials, 
with still another group making a 
survey of the guild’s own ranks to 
make certain the drive will not 
boomerang from the standpoint of 
its own housekeeping methods. 
Meanwhile, all of those on the 
other side in the forthcoming ex- 
plosion are not exactly slumbering. 
Middle-class of non-guilders, some 
of them pioneers who have fought 
to keep the percentage business on 
a high plane, are struggling to sur- 
mount two obstacles that stand in 





the way of perfecting a protective 
organization and = raising a war 
chest. Stumbling blocks, however, 


are bitter rivalry that has resulted 
in frequent hurling of charges of 
client-thefting and depleted nest- 
eges due to the long-drawn-out pro- 
duction lull that has resulted in ex- 
| tended periods of idleness for hun- 
| dreds of bit and character players 
Starting 20 years ago as just an- 
other type of Hollywood meal ticket, 


talent merchandizing since 1925 as- 
sumed such bonanza proportions 
that it has long since been attract- 
ing men who were once considered 
production and studio management 
aces. While Freddie Fralick. Re- 


becca and Silton, Jessie Wadsworth 
and Edward Small were among the 
earlier big names in the game, the 
golden era really got under way 
| with the advent of Felix Young and 
the late Frank Joyce, among the first 
to put on expensive fronts and go 
, after star personalities in a big way 


~ | Young’s client roster took a further 


Bemis’  Satadion t r WE 
Hollywood, March 1. 
Billy and Beverly Bemis, ballroom 
dancers, are en route to New York 
to make a short for Warners before 
sailing for London. 
They go into the 
House 


Dorchester 


{ latter's 


spurt when Myron Selznick joined 
forces with him about 1926. Selznick 
soon afterward bought out Young 
and merged with Joyce, a partner- 
smp which continued until the 
death in 1926. Next im 
portant figure to enter was M. C. 
(Continued on page 21) 





With the war council of the ‘Big | 


. | Howard Lang 
committees 


ON States Actual Cash Liabilities 


Only $391,781, 


Instead of $985,316 


. + 


McCoy Te Sestins 


Hollywood, March 1 

Harry Seymour, Warners dialog 
director, and Bert Hanlon, actor, 
have been set to portray a Tin Pan 
Alley team in support of James Cag- 
ney in ‘Boy Meets Girl.’ 

Pair worked together along Goth- 
am’s music row 20 years ago 





‘SAWYER’ INTO B 


Hollywood, March 1. 
Federal Judge James in Los 

Angeles granted permission to 
Lieoyd Wright and Edward Al- 
person, temporary trustees of 
Grand National, to pay off the 
balance due the Bank of Amer- 
ica on a $500,000 note. The peti- 
tion stated that the company has 
funds on hand in excess of $27,- 
796 balance, and the payoff 
would simplify company’s book- 
keeping. 
Financial statement of Grand Na- 

tional Pictures, filed in connection 


ation for 





KEYS AHEAD 
OF A SPOTS 


United Artists is 
experiment in the booking of 


attempting an 
‘Tom 


Sawyer’ by releasing the picture to | 
secondary towns prior to the larger | 


Theory embraces the thought 
that pictures of the ‘Sawyer’ type 
very often will do a_ tremendous 
business in the lesser keys with the 
mass of family trade after they have 
played the front-rank first runs of 
the country 

By playing ‘Sawyer’ 
keys and smaller 


keys. 


first in the ‘B’ 


of each territory, it is believed the 
buildup will greatly benefit the lat- 
ter. Picture went into Scranton, Pa., 
and other similar towns during the 
past week and did so outstandingly 
well that Schaefer has issued orders 
to each exchange to spot ‘Sawyer’ 
first in towns of the Scranton type 
before taking it into the bigger cities. 


AGENCIES ASK LABOR 


RULING ON CLIENTS 


Hollywood, March 1. 

Petitions have been filed with the 
State Labor Commission by the 
agency and Zeppo 
Marx, Inc., asking arbitration of con- 
tract disputes with clients, Lang 
seeking $16,900 from Marz Laurence, 
while Marx wants $6,825 from Nor- 
man Krasna. 

Both agencies are making claims 
on ground that they were abritrarily 
dismissed by the defendants. 

William Stephens, Ine., _ talent 
agency, has filed a petition in su- 
perior court for confirmation of the 
$1,600 judgment recently obtained 
through a State Labor Commission 
agaist Robert Kent, actor, on 
grounds of breach of managerial 
contract. 

Kent was allowed five days to ap- 
peal, but failed to do so. 


Tabes It All Back 


Hollywood, March 1. 
Doris Nolan, Broadway legit ac- 
tress, who decided she was through 
with pictures when she induced Uni- 
versal to cancel her contract follow- 
ing her appearance in ‘Top of the 
Town, has changed her mind, and 
will play the role of Katherine Hep- 
burn’s sister in Columbia's ‘Holiday.’ 
Picture is now before the cameras 
SO—HERZ’S HOW 
Holly wood, March 1 
Warners have assigned George Bil 
son to direct a briefie. ‘So You Want 
to Be a Motion Picture Sta: for 
which he did the screen pla‘ 
Olivia de Havilland will » fe 
tured, outlining the routine | rf 
creen actress 
Hayward Sainted by RKO 
Hollywood, March 1? 
Louis Hayward has gone before 
the cameras in RKO’'s ‘The Sainf in 
New York,” a part originally in- 
tended for Fredric March 
William Sistrom is produc: 
Ben Holmes directing. 


al \ ’ 


towns, moving the } 
picture later into the large centers | 


with the corporation’s applic 
xermission to reorganize under 77B 
!of the Federal bankruptcy act, re- 
veals that the actual cash liabili- 
ties as of Jan. 29 were only $391,781, 
although the auditor’s report showed 
book liabilities of $985,316. Unless 
harassed by creditors, the entire in- 
| debtedness can be wiped out within 
a few months, according to the state- 
ment of Edward Alperson, president. 
Weekly income ranges between 
! $30,000 and $50,000, he stated in his 
report to the court, while operating 
a fige- 
| ure that will be held below $20,000. 
Even since the Jan. 29 audit, Al- 
person pointed out, the company’s 
secured note to the Bank of Amer- 
ica of Hollywood has been cut from 
$57,796 to approximately $18,000. An- 
other item, participations payable, 
|now stands at around $40,000 as com- 
| pared to the Jan. 29 figure of $62,111. 
Charge Off Half Million 
Plea in 77B sets forth that $605,- 
327 listed as advance payments re- 
ceived under foreign § distribution 
agreements with Associated British 
Distributors, Ltd., is only a book- 
keeping liability to the extent of 
$500,000. Advances are covered by 
proceeds to be received from prod- 
uct already delivered to Associated, 
| thus resulting in an eventual charge 
| off of $500,000. Approximately $100,- 
| 000 of the advance payments is esti- 
— as a potential cash liability 
at will become payable to produc- 
ers for their participation in profits. 


Petition places deferred credits at 
$46,857; accrued compensation pay- 
able to officers in capital stock, $41,- 
350; accrued liabilities, $53,769, and 
accounts and notes payable, $118,103. 

Assets are placed at $1,352,345 as 
of Jan. 29, with the list made up as 
follows: 

Cash, $83,971; accounts receivable, 
$74,790; pictures released after amor- 
tization and reserves, $528,764; pic- 
tures not released, $9,464; accessories 
| and supplies, $26,384; advances to 
| producers, etc., less reserves and as- 
' sets recovered, $221,578; story rizhts, 
$4,020; deposits, under contract, $1,- 
707; investment in Grand National 
| studios, $10,000 in capital stock and 
| $340,160 in net advances; furniture, 
| fixtures, leasehold improvements, at 
| cost, less a reserve of $6,598 for de- 
| preciation and amortization, $40,281, 
'and deferred charges, $11,223. 
Investment at $1,418,470 


Grand National shows an invest- 
ment in pictures to Jan. 29 of $1,818,- 
470. with income to the same date 
, totaling $1,668,908 Petition states 
that of the latter amount only $457,- 
530 was taken into income, the bal- 
ance of $1,211.378 being applied to 
imortization of pictures. Reserve of 
$78,328 3 being carried to cover 
pictures that do not 


| expenses have been slashed to 





} 


losses on any 
recoup cost Total boo’. valuation 
of investment owned in pictures ig 
528.764 


A t of $428,564 07 listed by 
Grand National Studios, Inc., su bsid- 
ary of Grand National Picture ire 

ilanced by liabilities in the ime 


iount 


U’s ‘B’way’ Comes In 


Hollyw wood Mare I 

| “Cr00dbye Broad iv.° 
vhich Edmund Grainger produced 
vith Ray McCarey directing has 
finally hit the cutting room after 
two enforced delays due to the ill- 
ness of Alice Brady whe vith 
(h notes Winninger headed the cast 

Mis Brady ha e to Palin 
Spring vhere she plar toa. ne 


ielinitery. 
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Highly entertaining feature... with Bobby 
Breen at his best... A standout for the younger genera- 
tion, nevertheless admirably geared for adults... should 
fare with more than average success at the box-office.” 
—Film Daily 
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™ “Colorful Hawaiian backgrounds and 
> native players...add to the entertainment values 
... The voice of the juvenile star provides the strong- 
est selling appeal.”’ —M. P. Daily 


“Thoroughly enjoyable audience picture. 
Easily best of Bobby Breen’s, done in refreshing manner. 
_-*”” Should be splendid juvenile draw, also contains much for 
/ adult approval.” —Box Office 


““Swell entertainment... Geared for strong 
( family patronage.’ —Showmen’s Trade Review 


““A pleasing musical in which the talent of 
Bobby Breen is smartly utilized and picturesquely presented 
against a background of the Pacific Isles... Easily the most 
agreeable of the Breen offerings and speaks well for the | 
showmanship of Sol Lesser.“’ —Hollywood Variety 


“It is about the best of the Bobby Breen 


vehicles and wiil give entire satisfaction to his admirers... 
Sol Lesser has hit a good stride for tnis Breen series and this 
number looks like a strong build-up.’’—Holl 


aren 
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Sally, Irene and Mary 
(MUSICAL) 


th Century-Fox release of Darry! | 
production, ; — iate Fy = ‘er, 

e Stars Alice aye anc my 
con " r doe ee Fred Allen, Gregory natoff, 
sear =~ Davis, Marjorie Weaver, Louise 
scart k, Barnett Parker, J, Edward Brom- 
nang, Jimmy gia Directed by Wil- 
liam ae Screenplay by Harry 
Tugeed and 78 > Yellen; suggested by play 
tward Dowling and Cyrus Wood; 


Tw enti 
¥. Zanuck 


a rinal story by Karl Tunberg and Don 
Eutlinger songs by Walter Bullock and 
Ssat rold Spina, Mack Gordon and Harry 


I: camera, Peverell Marley; art, ber- 
_ ond teen run and Rudolph Sternad; film 


Walter Thompson, musical director, 


yer ee Lange; dances, Nick _Castle and 
Geneva Sawyer. At Roxy, N. ‘Y., week 
Feb. 25, ‘os. so Running time 560 mins, 

Gall DAV ccccceaesseeseccscvees -Alice Fave 
Not ee SPOONER 54440506 nenne Tony Martin 
Crabriel Green.....seeeereee -bred Allen 
Jefferson Twit hell. ccccccces Jimmy Durante 
Haron Zork. .ereeeceseccers Gregory Ratoff 
Jrene Keene. .cseseeerorsescccees Joan Davis | 
Mars TOVENS..cccceeceees Marjorie Weaver 
Vovce Taylor. .ccceceesseeees Louise Hov\ ik 
Pat nbroker. errr re: J. Edward Bromberg 
Osca = aati ehid Gcalecacale ore -Barnett Varker 
Jiaymond scott Quinte Pere lhemselves 
" ;: Serere ey Tree Eddie Collins 
Jude secveccoccoeccsAnurew Tombpes 
Gechrilty....ccccccecccsceses .Brian Sisters 
iI 34 BArkOW..ccccccvcescccess Mary Treen 
Cafa Manager.....ceeeeeees Charles Wilson 


‘Sally, Irene and Mary’ is another 
; iad 


in the Zanuck formula of vaudscreen 
musicals, skillfully blending the 
variety components and dovetailing 
them into an amiable entertainment. 
Where plausibility is taxed, it’s all 
been developed in such a manner 
that that becomes the least o’ it. 
Thus. this filmusical, with Alice 
Faye, Tony Martin, Fred Allen, Joan 


Davis, Gregory Ratoff and Jimmy | 
Dur: inte for the marquee, more than | 


adequately fills the bill. It’s palatable 
light entertainment that is not 
Pulitzer prizer but it’s prize b.o. 
Fred Allen marks his second big 
league picture work since he became 
a radio name, and again it’s under 
the 20th Century aegis. Fortified by 
the punchy Harry Tugend-Jack Yel- 


len dialog, plus his own standard | % 
ability to handle lines, Allen’s im- | 


pression is personally important. He 
foils with and for Jimmy Durante, 
both proving an_ effective team 
thr< yughout with a running gag se- 
quence. 

What S-I-M lacks in story sub- 
stance and directorial polish is more 


than bolstered by the cast and the | 


score. Between Walter Bullock-Har- 
old Spina and Mack Gordon-Harry 
tevel, not to mention Raymond 


Scott’s ‘Minuet in Jazz’ (which his 
quintet performs in an early se- 


quence) and Durante’s yesteryear 
‘Hot Potata’ number (uncredited as 


to authorship, although the Schnoz 


fashioned it), the musical investiture 
is generous, but never boresome. The 
cleffing has been pruned skillfully so 


as not to intrude. It’s the vocal | 


prowess of Tony Martin and Alice 


Faye, Mr. and Mrs. in private life | 
and the romance interest here, that 


does much to sustain the interest. 
Ratoff as an amorous baron, the 

gangling Joan Davis with her stand- 

ard comedy hokum, notably a gypsy 


sequence, Durante as a white wing 


gone impresario, and a runaway 
show boat (finale) are the comedy 


highlights. Plus of course Allen’s 
own staccato line-reading, cast as a 
shoestring agent. He's foiled prin- | 
cipally in this respect by Louise 
Hovick, nee Gypsy Rose Lee, doing a 
sleeker, brunet Mae West. She has 
a yen for Martin but winds up with 


Ratoff. 


_ Tony Martin, sporting a moustache, 
Is a surer juvenile than in previous 
starters. His vocalizing is ever-effec- 
tive of course and Alice Faye, the 
romance vis-a-vis, again registers 
handily in sympathy, looks, shape 
and song. ‘Sweet as a Song’ and ‘I 
Could Use a Dream’ are the ballad 


outstanders, 


‘Who iole the Jam?’ is excuse for | 
a Big Apple sequence, first time in a | 
feature film. The Brian Sisters, 
three kidlets, jam it opposite Alice | 
Faye, Joan Davis and Marjorie | 
Weaver, the titular Sally, Irene and | 
Mary, ex-manicurists with stage am- | 
bitions. The first two almost totally 


eclipse the winsome Miss Weaver, 
the brunet newcomer who came to 


attention in 20th’s recent ‘Second 
Honeymoon.’ Miss Davis has an- 
other comedy song opportunity in 
the finale show boat routine with 


‘Help Wanted—Male.’ 


It's here that the picture almost | 
foes to pieces with a mad dash by the 
showboat as it ships its moorings and 
drifts down the bay. It’s a synthetic 
anti-climax but the sum total ends on 


a high note. 


The backstage routine this time is | 
taken from the inevitable show re- 
hearsal into a Greenwich Village 
nitery and finally the showboat, 


which is some switch anyway. 
So far as the original Eddie Dowl- 


ing-Cyrus Wood st: age musical is con- | 
cerned, this is of course two other 
fellers. Just the title, with a new 


screen treatment. Abel. 


TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, March 1. 





RKO’'s ‘Crime’ has given way to 


‘La w of the Underworld.’ 


Lom} 


+ 
‘9 Its original title, ‘Lovely Lady.’ 


‘Three Men and a Girl’ changed by 


Warners to ‘Three Strangers.’ 


Warners picture made under title 
‘Footsteps in the Dark’ will be 


of 


released as ‘Blondie White.’ 
Republic’ 
don’ is now ‘Capital Punishment.’ 


FILM REVIEWS | 


MERRILY WE LIVE 


(WITH SONG) 








MAD ABOUT MUSIC 


(WITH SONGS) 


Pasternak pro- 


Miniature Reviews 


, Irene and Mary’ 
Okay filmusical with 


‘Mad About Music’ 
anna Durbin starrer 








and will mop up at | the y 

‘Hawaii Calls’ 
Breen starrer, 
but light on romance. 





‘Hollywood Stadium 





with Neil Hamili 
‘ ‘Daredevil ae ers 
his third Pro- 
ag tay h-ael 


“C all ny Seanulteces 


sure to draw 


word-of-mouth. a wists 








and enthralling, 





It has a generous melodious | of absurdity 


an exceptional cast. | out of the top drawer. Nevertheless, 


‘Mad About Music’ 


in the acting and 
in Z. McLeod has 


° th 
it will probably fi 


—and that’s no 


HAWAII CALLS 


Mig ITH dudoiaaiead 


tundamentals and has eee adapted 
Sloat of the fun comes 
fine performance by Bil 
scatter-brain 


igh the ‘theme 
predominant ty 


constantly touch- 
tt, Brian Aherne, 


Idea is a simple one. So as not to 
risk her popularity asa glamour girl, 


widowed tilm 


and Clarence Kolb. 





a Swiss boarding | sic@! 


inordinately proud of her illustrious long enough to 


- 


youngster takes 


refuge in telling of It happens he isn't a tramp at 


a writer who forgot to 


as an explorer 


when he stops by to use the 
to make good 


self-possessed 
though the denouement is in a trite 


out of the confusion 
ments of outright comedy and glow- 
ing intensity. 

As evidence that Miss Durbin is 
, in this film she is given 


. Miss Bennett, and 





suai in the puppy- -love ‘status and 


consequently isn’t permitted to in- of the Third Floor 


played in swing time. 


After listening to Raymond Paige 
and his orchestra, 
is all this fuss about 
orchestra is used only briefly in this 
| film, but should i 
greater opportunity. The film’s prime 


Bobby Breen. 


story, but it provides a savor of tol- a 
erant comedy, ; | with Aherne, gives a good perform- 
ance and appears in some striking 
Alan Mowbray, 
family butler, i 

as do Patsy Kelly, 
and Bonita Granville and Tom 
Marjorie Rambeau is on for 


numbers are 
| cluded in the pic. 
i sung by Miss Durbin, 


accompanied by Vienna Boys 


McHugh-Harold Adamson 
most likely for popularity be- 





the title song, ‘Merrily We Live.’ 

On the production side, Roach and 
Milton H. Bren, executive producer, 
give the film 
equal to the best. 
high cost bracket 
ing when dualed, 
strong enough to carry 


Young Breen’s boy soprano registers 

as effectively as ever. 
The adventure angle 

lis too frail a line on whict 


‘Chapel Bells’ 





’ is sung by Miss Durbin and 
te sheen re peatedly through the film. 


and rates top bill- 
Youngster’ s voice has not noticeably | 


with a chance 


more charming, 
backgrounds. 

hasn’t strong emotional power 
edy is forced and even 
ability to carry a 


saunas and more ef- 


Deanna Durbin is rap- 
idly gaining knowledge of her craft. 


each picture, 


anne sions CROWN 


varied technique before the camera, 


Plot affords every 
without losing her 


young Breen to warble. 
mallow soprano seems more _mell Ww 
| than before and the boy 
}be an improved actor 


opportunity for 
ingenuous charm A : 


- luminous screen personality. 
Performance is lucid, direct, lustrous 
and persuasive, 

As the adopted-by-surprise father, 
Marshall plays 
customed warmth, 


Breen’s pal in the story, 
who captures 


It’s an admirable | uha cantures and cuetaing affactinn.s | AMD o+--ccscvsvecesocccesseres 


ally to the singing kid. 


beginning, but is slowly thawed into 


bound steamer. 


logical characterization. 


Although her part is important to 


= Eas orche 


are sympathetically 

convineingly 
And as usual she is a hand- 
surroundings. 
s effective as 


separated scenes 


Arson Gane Busters’ is new tag 
” Republic’s ‘Over the Waterfront.’ 
Warners’ ‘Woman Habit’ restored 


. Helen Parrish as a malicious 


cops and robbers 





schoolmistresses, and a eee 
Normen Taurog’s Tieciie is mas- 


; ‘Gentleman from Lon- 
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Al | 1° 
Ma ng suspense rather well 
in spite of a plot that is a little in- 
‘Or tent, ‘Hollywood Murder Mys- 
ry vecomes a fairly acceptable 
1odunit of indenendent make Its 
‘ast does atisfactorily, although 
Iding no one of box office impor- 
ance. Prospects are it will serve 
tably maller first runs singly 
nd as a No. 2 feature >on double 


Armand Schaefer, the producer, 


spent a4 minimum on his mystery 


*m, the sets being far from preten- 
tus, yet has obtained a film that 
ts fair results in sztite of that. The 
lirection, rating average, is by David 
Howard He moves his players a 
ttle clumsily at times and finds cer- 
iin situations a little difficult to 


handle, due in part no doubt to the 
vay they were written into the 


‘riot as a means of buil. ling up sus- 


nicion against everybody but the 
| producer, 


Action concentrates mostly on a 
wht arena where a pug has been 


strangely murdered as he's about to 
engage in combat with the champ. 
Numerous characters try to act 
‘uilty in maintaining the suspense, 


cript failing to explain the actions 


of some of them. It also overplays 
the detection acumen of the girl 
who writes murder mysteries and 
fails to build up Neil Hamilton as a 
forceful district attorney type. Hame- 
ilt yn doesn’t look nor act the part, 
but on the romantic assignment he 
and Evelyn Venable are okay. 


Jimmy Wallington’ impressively 


plays a sports commentator, guilty 
of the slaying, while two girls in 
supporting roles satisfactorily filled 
are Barbara Pepper and Lynn Rob- 
erts. Smiley Burnette has a bit in 
which he does impressions of racing 
cars passing a grandstand. Char, 


DAREDEVIL DRIVERS 


VW er Pro release of First Nat onal 
nr buctie n Features ) 3 erly oberts, 
Dick Purcell, Gloria Biondell, Gordon 
Niver, Charley Foy, Donall Briggs Die 

ted Dy 3 Reeves Iason, Story, 

mries R,. Condon: adaptation Sherman 
ve; tor, Hareld Meclernon; camera, 

1 McCord At Globe, N. Y., week Ieb, 
> os Running time, CO min 
ert MOOS 5 ccs cds savuves Leverly Roberts 
bil Foster. .ceee TT TTTTTT TT Dick Purcell 
Lucy Macl sccccccceee Csloria Blondell 
Mark DBamning....ees eoceess Gordon QO.iver 
Metin WEN. .scecdcccessoacs Charley Foy 
Fommy BUrnells .iéeses6esse Donald DBri¢ees 

1 AS, EMRO.. 2565600060 064554045% Erie Stanley 
me EBailey......cccccee. Max Hoffman, Jr. 
‘ouncilman Baker.....cceees Ferris Tavior 
Mr, MCAUMNMO..ccccscccceoseess Cuffy Clark 
Bie. TOPmimGs siccecees rTTTerer karl Dwire 
Neeley Bus Driver...ceces yw Hopper 
Burnell Bue Driver........ Fred Lawrence 
MEP, PROORtyY .ccoccvecseoved Anderson Lawlor 

SEE, PRPs 6 ots ccssnceceaure John Harror 


A good story of its kind, able di- 


,rection by B. Reeves Eason and a 
cast that knows how to handle itself 
combines to raise this action ro- 
mance a peg above the average, It 
probably has been bought in the 
lower bracket where sold and if not 
pointed too high in the dating, it 
will more than please the custom- 


The title suggests another one 


of those auto racing carbons. That 
probabiy will not help the picture 
it the box office. Some more ap- 
propriate and less hackneyed title 
might have been chosen, 


Eiements of audience appeal, com- 


petently projected, include a rational 
imount of auto racing featuring exe 
citing crackups, an interestingly de- 
veloped romance and some very 
good comedy. In the later departe 
ment the punch is delivered by 
Charley Foy, brother of Warners’ 
producer Bryan Foy and member of 
the old Eddie Foy family of vaude- 
ville history, Judging from the 


‘ork he turns in, aided no Jittle by 
rt lines and_= situations, this 
inch of the Foy tree is going to 


limb. How fast will depend on the 


riterial he et 

Othe n the cast include the 
mer, Gloria Blondell, a sister 
Joan, who is coupled in »ple- 
tal romantic interest with Foy 
her second picture for WB 

n the nature of a condit 
better thing if th ) er 
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of put 
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f the cast Dick 
ty: i it 
H ] Robert ho if 

y i rmtit Yer 
tw ( H t Mis3 
mm) t a > % i o 
; t aa 4 Pi _ 
i ) 1 ¢ n of b ell 
f wuto r "TY de ny, 
’ t I R t n 
if ~ la ! 
4¢ nued on page 25) 


ee ee 

















+ 

j 
b 
2 


la 
om 





16 





VARIETY Wednesday, March 2, 1938 | 





























selling... be. coldaa doce ante tes deansatic chines 
into short, breathtaking ae . quick ss es fast —" 


a refutation a caine across th ie country.a asa Netaitas 
go-getter ... Full of color... life ..-compelling power... 
a twin to Pre-vues as a box-office builder-upper...a twin 
to Pre-vues when it comes to service... 

ye Yes sir ... it’s a neat trick but we've done it . .. doubled 
your theatre advertising punch with 








> — 











Wednesday, March 2, 195 





See a Liberalized Amus. Law 





PICTURES 








In Quebec; Would Help Biz a Lot 





Quebec, March 1, 
Provincial legislature is consider- 
ing a bill which, if passed, will do 
ich to pull the picture house busi- 
in this 


mt 
ness out of the doldrums 
province through legalization of the 
admittance of minors to picture 
houses, reduction in the amusement 
tax, and an increase in the numbet 
of members of the Censor Board 
with a view to granting more liberal 
judgment on films. 


Measure seems to have _ strong 
government support and is there- 
fore likely to be adopted. Since the 
Hon. T. D. Bouchard, leader of th 


Opposition, is himself a theatre man 
with a house at Ste. Hyacinthe, Que- 
bec. and because the requests from 
show business are obviously reason- 
able, it is not likely that any seri- 
ous attempt will be made by the Op- 
position group in Parliament to hin- 
der passage of this legislation. 

Regarding the admission of minors 
to picture houses it is believed that 
the age limit will be reduced 
16 to around 12, The 
measure will provide for the elimi- 
nation of the surtax, cutting the 
amusement tax on 
10% to 5%. 

Probable enlargement of the Cen- 
sor Board is believed due to the un- 
compromising attitude adopted bs 
the present board on the ‘Zola’ film 
Picture was banned because Vol- 
taire’s works are on 
Index of forbidden works. While not 
contesting the privilege of the Ro- 
man Catholic Church to attempt to 
prevent the faithful from attending, 
a storm of editorial and other pro- 
test has appeared from English- 
speaking sources demanding the 
right to see the film. 

‘Zola,” of course, is only an in- 
stance of the unsatisfactery manner 


in which the Censor Board, as cur- | 


rently constituted, has been operat- 
ing. 

And, while hampering English- 
language films, it is noteworthy that 
French-language product has been 
coming through without major dele- 
tions even where necessary. French 
films here have shown women’s 
breasts bared and there have been 
innumerable instances of dubious 
dialog. 

In one film the word ‘merde’ was 
used quite frequently. In another 
film a mother wouldn't allow her son 
to kiss her. savine, ‘You have prob- 
ably been diseased from head to foot 
by some woman. Go and have your- 
self examined by a doctor before 
you try to kiss me.’ 


Topeka, March 1, 

Move started in Kansas state sen- 
aie would enlarge the present state 
film censorship law to apply to 
newsreels showing gambling or ref- 
erence to it. As presently planned, 
the law would be altered so that 
fSambling or sweepstakes events or 
winners of such would be barred 
from the state. If change is made, 
State censors would view every 
newsreel issue designed for exhibi- 
tion in Kansas to see that the statute 
is observed, 

Albany, March 1. 

Assemblyman Flynn in N. Y. state 
legislature today introduced a bill 
making it unlawful for the proprietor 
of a picture house to sell admissions 
unless there is an empty seat avail- 
able. He can, however, peddle SRO 
tickets as long as he stays within the 
limits prescribed by local ordinances 
or Fire Dept. rules. 

Recoverable penalty 


in violation. 





How Par and Cooper 
May Split Theatres 


Paramount may buy out Joseph 
J. Cooper's interest in certaiu situa- 
tions while Cooper might buy out 
Par’s share in Lincoln, Neb. Cooper 


+— 





So. Cal. Exhibs Amend 
18 Complaints Vs. Par 


Hollywood, March 1. 

Paramount is to be made defend- 
ants tonight (Tuesday) in 18 
amended damage complaints filed by 
attorneys for Southern California 
theatre operators charges 
of fraud and conspiracy. New ac- 
tions are aftermath of recent damage 
suit brought against last 


by 
indie 


on 


distributor 





the Catholic | 


by patron | 
may be up to $50 for every seat sold | 


October and ruled out by the 


court on Par’s demurrer. 


‘omplaint charges are 1 
Complait rg Paramount 


| 


| 


district 





Extras’ Closed Shop 


Hollywood, March 1, 
The Screen Actors Guild Mon- 


day (28) proclaimed a closed 
shop for extras when no pro- 
test was forthcoming from the 
producers. 
No further applications for 
membership are being taken 


and only those with Guild cards 
are permiited to work, 














‘Snow White’ Opens 
Strong in London: 


Dubbing It Abroad 


London, March 1 
Snow White preemed last Thurs- 
day (24) to sock biz. Surging crowd 
'was so large that police reserves 
were summoned to maintain order. 


with failure to deliver to exhibs six | 


feature pictures on last year’s pro- 
fram and carried over to current 
year schedule. 





DIVORCEMENT 
ARGUMENT 
MARCH 7 


from |; 
taxation | 


admissions from | 


Minneapolis, March 1. 
In return for consent to the issu- 
ance of a temporary restraining or- 
der effective until March 22, Para- 
mount and other plaintiffs in the 
suit for a permanent injunction to 


halt enforcement of the North Da- 
kota theatre divorcement law have 
consented to a week's delay in the 


hearing to March 7. 
The law, which would have gone 


gone into effect March 1, requires 
the Minnesota Amus. Co. and the 
| American Amus, Co., Paramount 
'subsidiaries and joint plaintiffs in 
the present action, to divest them- 
selves of their 15 theatres in the 
Flickertail state. It prohibits pro- 


ducer-distributors from owning or 
operating theatres. 
The hearing had been set for 


March 1, but the state attorney gen- 


‘eral of North Dakota, the defendant, | 


asked for the later date so that 
Abram F. Myers, general counsel of 
national Allied States, who, together 
with L. B. Schwartz, Minneapolis, at- 
torney for Northwest Allied, has 
been appointed assistant attorney 
|} general, could be present. Myers 
land Schwartz will help North Da- 
kota’s state attorney general defend 
the law’s constitutionality which the 
plaintiffs are attacking in the pres- 
ent suit. 

The defense has been obtaining 
depositions from independent ex- 
hibitors designed to show that en- 
actment of the law is justified to 


permit proper competition in the 
| exhibiting of pictures in North 
Dakota. 


Both sides are indicating they will 
carry the issue to the U. S. supreme 
court, if necessary, for a final deci- 
sion, so that regardless of the out- 
come of the initial skirmish consid- 
erable time is certain to elapse be- 
fore it will become definitely known 
whether this type of legislation is 
constitutional. As yet, no other state 
has passed such a law. 


MUSTANGERS PAYING 
BOYD $25,000 PER 


| Hollywood, March 1. 

Success of Producer Harry Sher- 
man's ‘Hopalong Cassidy’ series for 
Paramount has made William Boyd, 
who is starred, the highest salaried of 
{the present-day sagebrush thesps. 
|'Sherman has re-signed him for 12 
more Hopalongs at $25,000 cash. 

Boyd's new contract permits him to 
make outside pictures. 








Operates in Nebraska, Oklahdéma and | 


Colorado. 


Lincoln Theatres Corp., 
Six houses there, so 
from the operation of this string 
may be turned over to the children’s 
foundation which Cooper formed a 
few years ago. 

In other houses Par would prob- 
ably take control 100° through buy- 
NS out Cooper, 


operating 


He has indicated a desire | 
to obtain Par’s 59% interest in the 
' 


that benefits | 


BALLEW’S GALLOPERS 
H lywood, March 1. 

Two more mucica' westerns are 
being readied by principai fur Smiin 
Ballew. Charles Arthur Powell is 
writing the scripts, with Ray Taylor 
et to direct. 

Titles are ‘Tune of Saddle Leather’ 
nd ‘Lord of the Panamints,’ 
the former to go before the cameras 
learly in April. 


s 
a with 





} 
} 


| 
| 


| 


| 


| 
| 
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Audience cheered the Disney mas- | 
terpiece at the finish 
Hollywood, March 1. | 
Roy Disney, biz manager, and| 
Stuart Buchanan, casting director for | 
Walt Disney studio, sail March 9 for | 
France and a tour of European coun- 
tries to supervise dubbing in native} 
languages of ‘Snow White’ prior to | 
release in those countries. Itinerary | 
includes Denmark, SWeden, Holland, | 
Poland, Germany, Greece and Italy. 
Buchanan solos to Arabia for 
Arabic dub job. 





Minneapolis, March 1. 

Here’s a Ripley—a producer re- 
fusing to take as much for his pic- 
ture as an exhibitor was willing to 
pay him. L. E. Goldhammer, local 
RKO branch manager, bagged a 
number of 60-40 ‘Snow White’ con- 
tracts in the territory, his company 
on the long end. 

However, when the contracts | 
reached the New York home office 


the latter reduced the terms to 50-50. | 


| 
| 


th 

Denver, March 1. 

In its opening week at the 
Orpheum ‘Snow White’ broke all ex- | 
isting records in Denver as to the | 
number attending any film. All 
money records at the Orph were 
likewise broken, with the house 


packed most of the time for eight 


| shows daily and nine shows on three 


| 


| 
| 


| federal court when the Circuit Court 


i tence by Ralph A. Freundlich, presi- 


days of the opening seven days. The 
price for children has been upped 
for the run from the usual dime to |} 
15- mats and 25c nights. 

Holding over, the house is 
into its second week nearly as 
strong as the first: $22,500 was the 
figure for the opener. 


foing 


What ledge Cealees 
Thinks of Betty Boop 


Echo of the old Fleischer Studio 
‘Betty Boop’ doll infringement suit 
was heard Thursday (24) in N. Y. 








of Appeals reserved decision on the | 


appeal from a three months’ sen- | 


dent of Freundlich, Inc., novelty | 
makers, Freundlich had been con- 
victed of perjury for testimony 
given in proceedings brought by 
Fleischer Studios for patent in- 
fringement. Interesting part of the | 





|case was the comment made by trial 


| Judge John M. Woolsey in 


his de- 
scription of the Betty Boop carica- 
ture. 

‘The character which was de- 
picted,’ the Judge said, ‘combined in 
appearance the childlish with the 
sophisticated—a round baby face, | 
with big eyes and a nose like a but. | 
ton, framed in a somewhat careful 
coiffure, with a body of which per- | 
haps the most noticeable character- | 
istic is the most self-confident little 


bust imaginable. The result is very 
{taking and the cartoon, shown all 
over the world, presented a strong 


' 


temptation to an infringer.’ 
Finally a Standout 
Hollvwood. March 1. 
After 12 vears of emoting before 


shuttered lenses as stand-in for Wal- 
lace Beery, Matt Gilman has been 
assigned bv Director Frank Borzage 
a role in ‘Three Comrade 

Gilman is Beery’s brother-in-law. 

Kid Comer in Demand 
H ydts W rod, Naz h 1, 

Janet Chapman. 5-vear-old  off- 
spring of Fullerton. Calif... WPA 
worker, cast in Warners ‘Little Lady 
Luck,’ is being dickered for by RKO 
on a loan deal. 

Two other majors have also asked 
for tests of the moppet. 


|; tweenn 


| Guild was denied in superior court 


——— a 
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4-Day Week for 1A Studio Workers 


To Take Up Unemployment Slack: 
SAG Nixes Writer, Director Tieup 


Hollywood, March 1. 
Thousands of studio workers go 
on a four-day week as the result of 
an agreement negotiated with 
ducers by the International Alliance 
of Theatrical Stage Employees i: 
effort to solve the unemployment 
situation, 

While pact applies only to IATSE 
members, leaders of other crafts 
have been asked to cooperate by 
joining the movement. Change will 
not have any affect on studios which 


LABOR CONF AB 
LIKELY T0 BE 
ET BACK 


Hollywood, March 1. 
Producer confabs with labor heads 





on wage scales and working condi- 
tions set for New York this month, 
are likely to be postponed indefi- 
nitely due to the unsettled condition 
of the picture business. Craft leaders 
are understood to favor later date, a 
studio employment currently is at 
lowest ebb in years and the time not 
propitious to discuss wage revisions 
and improved conditions. 

Stand taken by some labor leader: 


H 
ht 
Hit 


that demands at this time migh 
jeopardize advantages recently 
| gained, 


PRESSURE OF BUSINESS 
DELAYING SWG DECISH 


Washington, March 1 

Pressure of business—not 
ences of opinion—is responsible for 
delay in settling the labor tiff be- 
Screen Writers Guild and 
film producers, responsible officials 
said last week. 

Refuting reports of a serious dis 
agreement over major legal points. 
National Labor’ Relations Board 
spokesman told Variety, Saturday 
(26), the only reason why the lung- 
pending controversy has not been 
decided is the inability of the three 
members to take it up. Mountain of 
earlier disputes ahead, while length 
of time the Hollywood application 
has been hanging fire is not unrea- 
sonable. 

Can be no split about chief issues— 
whether film producers engage in in- 
terstate commerce or whether 
scribes are ‘employees’ within the 
meaning of the Wagner Act—since 
the boardites never have tried to 
dispose of the case, it was said. Size 
of the record will intensify the delay, 


differ- 


since the triumvirate will have to 
|} spend unusual period digging into 
the transcript before such knotty 


problems are unraveled. 


Deny SP’s Plea to Aad 
$200,000 Libel Vs. SWG 


Hollywood, March 1. 
Screen Playwrights’ petition to 
amend complaint in its $200,000 libe! 
suit against the Screen Write: 








‘ 


Judge Robert Kenny previously sus- 
the Guild demurrer 
ground complaint did not constitut 
a cause for action. The playwri 
have 60 days in which to perfect the 
appeal. 

The action is outgrowth of a Ietter 
assertedly written by Philip Dunne 
urging P. G. Wodehouse to quit t 


YT 1.4 


Playwrigh 


tained on the 


‘ 


DATE FOR ‘ACT’ 


Hollywood March B 


Yarners has ticketed ‘Sister Act 
based on Fannie Hurst's best lI 
novel, for an April 11 productio 
tart. 

Heading the cast will be Errol 
Flynn, Olivia de Havilland wd 


Anita Louise 


| 


and Clayton 


will continue to operate on six-day 
bas Ss. 


Deal was handled by Harold V. 
Smith, international representative 
of IATSE, who first secured ap- 
proval of Louis B. Mayer, Meiro 


tudio head, and Joseph M. Schenck, 


chairman of board at 20th-Fox 
Plan was then taken up with Pat 
Casey, producer labor contact, for 
ubmission to organizations not af- 
filiated with the IA. 

Plan as outlined by Smith pro- 
vides: 

Reduction of preferential list of 
each studio and department to a 
minimum so as to handle present 


operation requirements. 

Each studio submit to the IATSE 
a list of preferential employees now 
employed and also a list of prefer- 
ential employees who may be called 
iccording to production require- 
ments, 

A limitation of four days’ work 
per man be invoked as a relay sSys- 
tem to spread employment, except 
in the case of key men during the 
present emergency. 

All calls for preferential emnloy- 
e-s to come through the IATSE lo- 
cals during the slack production pe- 
riod for a minimum of 30 days. Also 
all additional calls other than pref- 
erential to come through the respec- 
tive IATSE locals. 

George E. Browne, 
president of the IA, and Harland 
folmden, international vice presi- 
dent, are expected here next week 


international 


for conferences on unemployment 
situation and other JIA affairs. 
Browne has been in Chicago and 


Hlolmden in Cleveland. 
Actors to Go It Alone 

The Screen Actors Guild has 
turned thumbs down on afitiliation 
with the Screen Directors Guild and 
Sereen Writers Guild for fight on 
jurisdictional drive by the IA. While 
the actors are sympathetic to writ- 
ers and directors, Kenneth Thom- 
son, executive secretary, and Robert 
Montgomery, president, believe time 
is not opportune for open affiliation 


with two guilds, which have not 
been recognized b, producers. 
Thomson is understood to have 


pointed out that such an affiliation 
with crafts outside the American 
Federation of Labor would give the 
IA a wedge for demanding it be 
given control of actors. In the event 
the IA actually attempts to assume 
control over the plays, the SAG, it 
not supported by the body, prob- 
ably would withdraw and then af- 
filiate with the directors, writers 
and other independent organizations 
opposed to IA control, 

The directors and writers have 
already gone on record as pledging 
support to the actors should the IA 
attempt to take over any one of the 
three organizations, 

Controversy over the employment 
of two German cameramen at Co- 
lumbia ended in a compromise when 
the American Society of Cinema- 
tographers agreed to issue a six 
months’ work permit to Fritz Plain- 
er, but nixed card for Alfred Benitz. 
Cameramen pointed out that Amer- 
ican photographers cannot work in 
Europe at present time and that Co- 
lumbia already has four ASC mem- 


| bers under contract with production 


it lowest mark in years. 
Guild Backs Up Producers 

SAG has aligned with producers 
in fight to prevent enactment of na- 
tional legislation to outlaw block- 
billing of films to exhibitors. Pat 
Casey has been named to handle 
campaign in conjunction with Will 
Huys office. Casey was advised by 
Thomson that SAG board of direc- 
tors has voted to extend every aid 
possible to the producers. Casey, 
Thomson and Montgomery may go 
to Washington for conferences with 
members of the Senate inter 
commerce committee, which has rec- 


tate 


ommended passage of the Neely bill 


Aubrey Blair, secretary-treasurer, 
and five other officers of Junior 
SAG have resigned in compliance 

ruling of board of directors of 
Senior SAG that paid employees of 


1 cannot serve on board of di- 
ctors or council of Junior Guild 
Other officers to resign elective 

are Robert Ellsworth, first v.p.: 

Edwards, assistant secretary 


Jones, Antrim Short 


ind John Berger, members of jun- 
Yr” council Ellsworth, Edwards 
short and Berger are studio checks. 
I S ¢ yed in a clerical ca- 
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We beg to advise 


hat after seeing 


nd previewing 
it to some 300 
xhibitors, we are 
onvinced that— ° 


"MAD ABOUT MUSIC’ 


Ny THE BEST PICTURE 
EVE EVEH MADE. 


The New Universal 











es oe keg 
~~ 


2 on 
OE ina RR eS 





oy 


— 





n~ 








a 


«. 
» 





<% 





; 


aT erte 


-4 
; 


~~ 














<% 








Wednesday, March 2, 1958 








PICTURES. 





Crifith Circuit's Expansion S. W. 


Presages Important Merger Deal 





Oklahoma City, March 1. 

New horizons are blossoming for 
the Griffith Amus. Co. as several 
acquisitions, new house plans, and 
expansion moves have been made 
since the first of the year. Latest 
deal of its subsidiary, R. E. Griffith 
Theatres, Inc., was the acquisition of 
several of the Long theatres in 
Texas. This setup calls for im- 
mediate remodeling of the Jewel at 
Texas City and the Liberty at El 
Campo; a new B-house to be built in 
Alvin and a new de luxe A house at 
Wharton. The Queen in Victoria is 
to be remodeled and the Colonial at 
Bav City enlarged. This will give 
two houses in each of the towns 
named, operating full time. Subsid 
has just opened a new $50,000 house 
with 700 seats at Clarksville, Texas. 

Other acquisitions have brought 
the total of Griffith theatres past 200 
mark, including the three Kadane 
houses in Frederick, Okla. (Ramona, 
Ritz and Grand). Also added were 
three John Terry houses in Wewoka, 
Oklahoma (Key, Paramount and 
State). 

Plans are also being made for a 
new Gritfith house in Enid, Okla., 
where the company operates four 
theatres, one of which,the Mecca, is 
to be closed upon completion of this 
new house. 

The company previously had ac- 
quired downtown Oklahoma City 
space for a new general office build- 
ing, plans for which have not as yet 
been formulated. 

Reported Griffith has even larger 


plans for immediate future, with 
hinted absorption or merger with 


one of the country’s larger circuits. 


Theatre Safe Robbers’ 
Arrest Solves Other 
Thefts by Pennsy Duo 





Lancaster, Pa., March 1. 

Capture of a pair of youthful 
thieves who, less than a week ago, 
carried away bodily the safe of the 
Grand theatre, brought to a conclu- 
gion a series of robberies which have 
been staged in quick succession since 
Jan.1. Police revealed that the pair, 
John Kahler and Gerald Klos, are 
the much sought pin-ball bandits 
who in less than two months have 
looted more than 50 vending machines 
and games, robbed a country post 
office, carried away two safes and 
were credited with a half dozen or 
so unsuccessful robbery attempts. 
More than a score of individual rob- 
beries were confessed to by the pair. 

In confessing the Grand robbery, 
police said the pair admitted to forc- 
ing a rear door of the theatre, roll- 
ing the safe from the office, the 
length of the house, to a rear alley- 
way and then along the pavement to 
their parked car. It was boosted 
inside, hauled several miles to the 
Conestoga river where it was broken 
open, looted and then rolled off of 
the bank into the muddy stream. 
The safe contained house records 
and $50 in change for opening the 
following day. 

Police said the discovery of the 
Grand safe in the river by a trapper 
was responsible for breaking the 
case. They not only located the post 
office safe submerged nearby, but 
also found the unusual tread-marks 
left by the bandits’ car. It was 
through the tires that the youthful 
per were traced and captured. 

An unsolved robbery of the same 
theatre several years ago, in which 
receipts for the entire day were 
stolen, could not be linked with the 
latest affair, it was said. At the time 
one of the pair was in jail and the 
other was in hiding from the police. 


Milking Films 


(Continued from page 5) 














He gets added rental when there are 
holdovers, moveovers or day-and- 
date engagements, probably making 
more from the extra first run time 
than he might be losing on subse- 
quent runs where pictures do less 
under percentage than they would 
had they not been milked up ahead. 
Some sales managers, however, are 
not entirely in sympathy with the 
extent to which the pictures are 
being squeezed by some theatre op- 
erators. This often depends on how 
many subseauent runs figure in the 
situation against the number of first 
runs or circuit-controlled seconds. 





. A 77B Production 


Hollywood, March 1. 
Quickie producer, whose 
shooting schedule sometimes 
runs into days, lets no working 


minute escape the drudge of 
his workers. 

When an actor asked to be 
excused for a sneeze, producer 


ordered cameraman 
around him 


to shoot 














Fear Wins Court 


Tiff with Metro 


|din, chairman, the company 


|also went up 8.4%. 
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U’s $1,084,998 Loss 


Universal Pictures shows a loss of 
$1,084,998, for the year ending Oct. 30, 
1937, after all charges. According to 
announcement by J. Cheever Cow- 





‘oper- 
ated at a profit cf $51,970 in the last 
quarter of the fiscal year.’ 

In 1936, the company showed a loss 
of $1,835,419.07. 


Dividends 








Annual report of Radio Corp. of 
America sent to stockholders last 
week revealed 1937 net profit of 


$9,024,858, as against the preliminary 
estimate early in February of $9.000,- 
000. The net compares with $6,155,- 
936 in 1936 or 46.6% increase. Though 
the corporation's dollar rose 11.3° 

from the 1936 figure, operating costs 
Report showed 


lthat RCA stockholders received 
$6,409,226 in dividends in the past 
year. Earned surplus as of Dec. 31, 
1937, was $16,528,905, against $15,- 


Over Developer 


Hollywood, March 1. 
Federal district court here within | 


the next few days will name a ref- 


eree to determine of 


, due Ralph Fear un- 


the amount 


damages, if any 


der the verdict awarded him last | 
Thursday (24) in his suit against | 
Metro, in which he had asked for | 

| 


declaratory relief on a contract with 
the studio for use of a film develop- 
ing machine invented by him. 

Fear had charged Metro with 
processing outside product in viola- 
tion of the agreement, which pro- 
vided that equipment was to be used 
only for Metro's output. 
tion, Metro had filed a $1,000,000 
damage action against Fear, charging 
the laboratory exec with threatening 
injunction proceedings against vari- 
ous exhibitors for 
other than Metro's, 
Culver City studio. 


developed in 


Malibu Crash Kills 
Four Theatre Ushers 


Los Angeles, March 1. 

Four youths, members of the Para- 
mount theatre ushers’ basket ball 
team, were killed and another seri- 
ously injured 
(24), when the auto in which they 
were speeding along the Malibu 
highway plunged off an embank- 
ment. Dead are Leland Nelson, 
Eldridge Hester, George Buhl and 
Carrol Marshall. 

Harold Nelson, who was hurt, is a 
brother of Leland. 





Beery Joining SAG 


Wallace Beery, one-time legit 
actor, has applied for membership 
in the Screen Actors Guild, after 
holding out for some time. All 
Equityites must be in good standing 
to qualify for SAG membership. 

Equity council ruled Tuesday (1) 
that Beery would be reinstated pro- 
vided he pay a fine of $500, remit- 
tance to be made _ immediately. | 
Beery’s case appears to be excep- 
tional, as indicated by Equity’s stiff | 
nick. Heretofore those refusing to | 
join SAG were subject to a fine of | 





$100 each year of refusal. | 





H 


| Par-Fleischer Set | 





(Continued from page 4) 


ized, should the production of fea- 


ture pen-gond-inkers reach important 
proportions, will be opened in New 
York by Charles (Hasty) Hastings, 
who has been in the film cartoon 
field for many years. Producers be- 
ing concerned about the scarcity of | 
animators, it is not unlikely that | 
some of the companies may sponsor 
schools themselves or lend support 
in some indirect manner. 

Hastings’ school will be opened in 
about a month. 
have any film company backing or 
sponsorship. He was formerly head | 
of production for Jam Handy, De- | 
troit commercial film maker. Prior | 


to that he was with Max Fleischer, | 


| 


It is not known to | 


RKO-Van Beuren and Universal on | 
eartoons. 


| ferred 
lannual $3.50 
| April 


| row 


| $1.50 


In retalia- | 


screening films, | 


last Thursday night | 


334,648 at close of 1936. 

Working capital rose nearly $2,000,- 
000 to $28,639,436. 

RCA declared quarterly dividends 
on both classes of preferred 
last week. The payment on first pre- 
was 8742c maintaining the 
rate. This 
1 to stockholders on record 
March 9. The $1.25 declaration on 
the old ‘B’ Preferred stock is 
able to holders of record of 
stock as close of business March 

20th-Fox Meeting 


stock 


16. 


| 
| 
! 


is payable | 


But 2%, 


a 


of Pix, Foreign and Indie 


Make Pennsy Censoring Necessary 





What, No Solids? 


Hollywood, March 1. 
This town, to Solly Violinsky, 
is just a coffee-drinking burg, 


but enough is enough. The 
other day he met a Broadway 
pal who invited him to sip 
some java. Few hours later 
another acquaintance asked 
him into a beanery for a cup of 
mocha. When next day a Vine 
streeter waved him into a 
dunkery and ordered up a cup 
of cawtee for him, Solly let go 
with 

“‘Whassamatter, ain't there no 


meat in this town?’ 











9 New Houses 


Tn Overseated | 


Calif. and Ariz. 


pay- | 
such | 


Los Angeles, March 1. 


Film theatre construction boom 


Philadelphia, March 1 
All censoring in this state is made 
necessary by only 2° of the entire 
output of the film industry, top exec 


of the Pennsy Censor Board told 
Variety yesterday, following private 
survey of deletions and bans during 
the past year. Most of the 2° he 
aid, were foreign pix or indie prod- 
uct which didnt go through the 
Hays office. 

‘If all films went through the Hays 





organization,’ he said, ‘need for the 
censor board would be abolished. We 
breathe a sigh of relief when we 
note the Hays office approval on a 
film, for we know most of our work 
is eliminated.’ 

| Of the 1,899 pix viewed by the 
; board last year, 70° had been oked 
by Hays. Others were 15% foreign- 
made and 15% indies. Eleven films 
were banned entirely and 116 ap- 


proved with deletions out of the to- 
| tal of 1,899. 

Censor declared for- 
‘just don’t seem to 
have any sense about American pro- 


Board exec 
eign film makers 


priety. They continually brazenly 
show acts in wide open fashion 
which we in this country consider 


highly immoral.’ 

Educational pic, ‘Birth of a Baby,’ 
|has been given unique ‘approval 
| without a seal’ by the Pennsy cene- 





a . n+ ene at a »} . . _, le ear akes j m< 
Dividend for both classes of stock throughout Southern California and | sors. Lack of a seal makes it im 
is scheduled to be acted on by 20th-| arizona continues unabated despite | possible to show the film commer- 


Fox directors at a 
(Thursday). 
of 37'%%c on preferred, maintaining 
annual rate, is assured but 
the amount on the common, if any, 
is another thing. Declaration of 50c 
or less On common shares is 
sible but directorate may decide to 
follow the old policy of waiting 
until earnings trend is more evident 
about midyear. Total of $2.50 was 
declared on common by 20th-Fox 
last year and $2 in all during 1956. 

Preliminary report on 1937 net 
| profit from the Coast Monday (28) 
| indicated in excess of $8,500,000 or 
|about $4 on the common. Final 
| quarter, reputed to be largest since 
pers Zanuck joined company, is 
|eredited for bringing up total to 
'this figure because first three-quar- 
ter revealed a net of less than 
$5,000,000. Official earnings state- 
|ment is not due until late this 
month. 

Western Electric and its 100% di- 
|rectly owned subsidiaries earnings 
| for 1937 before interest charges rose 
nearly $1,000,000 over preceding year 
ito $20,859,524. Total revenue from 
| sales and other sources totalled $212,- 
117,617 against $155,147,890. 

Net earnings (carried to surplus) 
/amounted to $19,514,197 as compared 
‘with $18,698,049 in 1936. Western 
Electric total investment in Electri- 
cal Research Products, Inc., was 
placed at $10,793,709 as of Dec. 31, 
1937. Report showed W. E. had $20,- 
| 782,000 available for interest and 
| dividends in past year, highest total 


tomor- 
quarterly 


meeting 
Usual 


‘since 1929 and second highest in 20 | 


years of company’s history. 

Keith-Albee-Orpheum directors de- 
clared $1.75 dividend on preferred 
stock last week, being payable April 
1 to stock on record March 15. 
'Divvy was paid out of capital sur- 
plus and is supposed to cover the 
|March quarter of 1935. 

Pathe Film last week declared 
usual quarterly dividend of $1.75 on 


its preferred stock payable April 1 
to stockholders on record March 23. 





Philly UMPTO Execs’ New 
Theatre Bldg. Ires Indies 


Philadelphia, March 1. 


| 
Indie exhibs here sizzling over re- 


ports that the two top execs of their 
organization, United Motion Picture 
Theatre Owners, have gone into 
partnership to erect a house in op- 


' position to another independent the- 


atre in an already overseated neigh- 
borhood. Lewen Pizor, prez of 
UMPTO, and Charles Segall, chair- 


man of the board, will erect the 
house in competition with the Wul- 
ton, just purchased by Dave Mil- 
Sram, Ray Schwartz and Mike Felt. 
| Latter trio are staunch members of 
the Pizor-Sezgall organization. 

| Pizor and Segall recently pur- 


chased several other houses in part- 
nership, but there was liitle criticis.1 
of these deals as it was felt if they 
hadn’t bought them someone else 
would, so no additional competition 
was created. In the venture, 
however, exhibs see a deliberate at- 
tempt to wreak harm on another 
indie. 


new 


pos- | 


the loud cry from some exhibitor 


cially. 


| Technically, it makes it im- 


quarters that the sector is now far | possible to show the film in any 


over-seated. Plans fcr building of 


nine additional houses at a total cost | proval 


of approximately $200,000 within the 
next few months, in addition to a 
similar number now nearing com- 
pletion, have been announced. 
These 
Mosier on Central Ave. in L. A; 
|George Stamm in Concord, Calif.; 


| Harvey Bros. at Sonora, Calif.; Mrs. | 


{Helen Sieter, Selma, Calif.; Ralph 
| Perkins at 29 Palms, Calif.; George 
|Mann and Morgan Walsh at Grid- 
|ley, Calif; Tower Theatre and 
| Realty Co., at Sacramento; L. F. 
Long Theatre Circuit at Coolidge, 
Ariz., and an unnamed operator in 
Colton, Calif. 





Chicago, March 1. 

Translux’s new newsreel will be 
on Randolph street in the loop. Mort 
|Singer is doing the negotiating on 
|property and building setup. Ex- 
pected that site deal will be closed 
before March 15, building operations 
to be started by May 1 and the 
house running by Aug. 1. 


San Antonio. March 1, 

Majestic building, which houses 
ithe Majestic theatre, de-luxer, was 
| sold for $792,000 to Karl Hoblitzelle, 
principal owner of the Interstate 
|chain of Texas. 
New owner plans to air condi- 
tion edifice and otherwise make im- 
| provements. 





WB DOWNTOWN, L. A., 
HOLDUP TRY FOILED 


Hollywood, March 1. 
Holdup, attempting to make off 
with $4,000, the weekend Warners’ 
Downtown theatre receipts, Sunday 
(2) was killed by Sid Marks, local 
| sports figure. 
| He drew a bead on the yegg who, 
while scooping up the coin, held off 
Leo Hirshon, assistant manager, with 
| his Own rod, 
Philadelphia, March 1. 
Pair of expert safecrackers 
$750 from the Pearl theatre here 
Sunday (27). Theft was discovered 
| by a cleaner, who notified Paul 
Kleinman, manager. Detectives said 


the thieves got into the house by 
forcing a rear door and got the 
money from the safe by knocking 
off the combination and removing 


the tumblers. 
They Icft no fingerprints. 
Oklahoma City, March 1. 
An unidentified 
both arms and 
‘ae 4a; 3 ir-old 
the Joy theatre last 
Teier set upon when 
the theatre about 11:30 p.m. 


assailant broke 
fractured the sixull of 


4-= ee — - ar ~_* 
ter, vu-ye: manager of 


week. 


was he le 


|'guto and beat Teter to the grour 


‘which gathered. 


include theatres for C. H. | 


got | 
j which are near the park, 


| 
| 


| 





| Columbia 





r+ 
t | 


The | Bill Hickok’ as a 
man stepped from behind a parked | for Columbia release. Pi 
1 | 


before being chased off by the crowd | Don Terry ha 


other way, either. 
without a seal,’ the board 
| tacitly agrees to the exhibition of 
‘the pic before groups of expectant 
| mothers or other selected classes for 
| educational purposes, 
| Member of the board declared the 
| eight-reeler is ‘excellently done and 
| beautifully made. However, we do 
not feel that it is a film to be ex- 
hibited through general channels. We 
feel it has a legitimate use and are 
perfectly willing to see it used that 
way, but we won't allow it to be 
shown commercially.’ 


Geo. Hart, J. P., Ex-Exhib, 
Now a Marryin’ Judge, 
Being Sued in St. Loo 


However, by ‘ap- 











St. Louis, March 1. 

David J. Massa, president of the 
Amusements, Inc., operator of the 
Lakeside Amus. Park has filed suit 
to eject George R. Hart, former the- 
atre owner of Ferguson, Mo., from 
property owned by the company and 
also to collect $3,000 damages for 
‘unlawful withholding’ of the prem- 
ises. Hart, after selling his theatre 
holdings, was elected a Justice of 
the Peace in St. Louis County and 
incurred the wrath of county au- 
thorities and the clergy by an ad- 
vertising campaign via radio, bill- 
boards and local rags in which he 
not only offered to marry couples 
at any hour of the day or night, but 
would also sell wedding rings and 
other articles and indulged in prac- 
tices that ‘lowered the dignity of 
matrimony.’ 

The latest phase in the effort to 
oust Hart from office has resulted 
in him obtaining a writ of prohi- 
bition from the state supreme court 
against the county court. Besides 
allecing that Hart violated the lease 
on the property by using the resi- 
dence as a marriage license parlor 
instead of a home, Massa also as- 
serts that 27 Catholic institutions 
that use the park for their annual 
picnics have refused to sign con- 
tracis for the current year because 
of Hart's occupancy of the premises 
The pic- 
nics are one of the principal sources 
of revenue of the amusement 
pany, until the summer 





com- 
gels 


season 


linto full swing, 


Besser Optioned 
Joe Besser, vaude comic signed by 
Picts for ‘Start Cheering,’ 
with options for two more, has been 
handed a new ticket calli: for 14 
films beyond the original thr 


‘Wild Rill!’ as Cliffer 
Hollywood, March f. 
Scrials will film ‘Wild 
15-reel cliffhanger 
duction is 


weel 


Adventure 


et to start within three : 


*n signed for the 
title role, 
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SroOss (down went ‘Submarine D-1’) 
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Lichtman Turns Prof. and 


PICTURES 





Tells U 


Studes All About the Picture Biz 





Hollywood, Mar. 1. 

Al Lichtman, who has sold films 
to the Harvard Sq. Theatre, Cam- 
bridge, the Campus theatre near 
Yale, in New Haven, and the Varsity, 
adjacent to the College of the City 
of New York, stood up the other 
before a classroom of several 
of Southern 


night 
hundred 

California 
livered an address on motion picture 
distribution. Before the evening was 
they were calling him Profes- 


University 
underclassmen and de- 


over 
sor Lichtman. 

Dr. Lichtman held the class at 
tense attention as he reviewed de- 
velopments in film distribution over 
the past 30 years, starting with his 
personal experiences as he traveled 
from city to city with a trunkful 
of ‘cold copies,’ his definition of re- 


Film Co. releases. 


issued General 
When the going seemed to become 
too technical and academic, Licht- 
man digressed to tell a few stories 
about the old days, including the one 


about how Indian pictures com- 
menced because the actors didg’t 


wear any clothes and the negative 





that our customers wanted an as- 
sured supply of pictures, we insti- 
tuted the methcd of block selling, 
or advance contracting of a year’s 
supply of films in advance. That was 
the start of block-booking and it has 
been maintained through the years. 

‘Concurrent with the development 


of better tilms came better theatres. | 


The nickelodeon soon 
the better class of theatre. 
Soon hundreds of enterprising thea- 
tre men were investing large sums in 
theatre properties. Higher admis- 
sions were charged, and higher film 
rentals paid for better product. The 
public soon selected its screen favor- 
ites and there was strenuous compe- 
tition among producers for the serv- 
ices of the popular stars. 

‘Then came talking 
third great period in 
ment of this great industry. The 
talking picture revolutionized the 
whole situation in every branch of 
the business. You must realize that 
every theatre in America had to be 
equipped with sound equipment, and 
every studio had to install equip- 
ment that would enable us 


gave 


family 


way to 


pictures, the 
the advance- 


| pictures. Apart from the mechanical 


costs were low. 
Lichtman played straight and| 
handed out a lot of information 


which had been carefully prepared. 
His was the second of a series of 
USC lectures which are sponsored 
by Charles Skouras, president of 
Fox West Coast Theatres, and ar- 
ranged by Charles A. Buckley, cir- 
cuit attorney. Louis B. Mayer spoke 
at the opening of the course last 
week 
State Rights By the Foot 

Following a description of the 
General Film Co. era when ex- 
changes bought territorial rights at 
10c. per foot, Lichtman traced the 
subsequent developments, He said: 

‘The next step was the advent of 
the multiple reel feature. The first 
great picture, longer than one reel, 
was Dante's ‘Inferno,’ made in Italy. 
This was a big jump from the ‘shoot 
‘em up’ pictures that were shown 
generally in the nickelodeons of 
those days. The company I was con- 
nected with acquired the American 
rights to ‘Inferno,’ which was of a 
length and quality that made its 
marketing on a footage basis impos- 
sible. It was up to us to pioneer and 
find another way to distribute this 
Picture through the theatres. 

‘We decided to advertise in the 
trade journals for adventurous men 
to invest their money in purchasing 
territorial rights for this great mas- 
terpiece. Before they would invest, 
however, it was necessary for us to 
establish the boxoffice value of the 
film. We rented a theatre in New 
York, arranged for accompanying 
music, a distinct novelty at that time, 
and advertised the attraction as 
‘Dante's Hell.’ The film was a tre- 
mendous success and led to the im- 
portation of other Italian films. The 
next was Homer's ‘Odessey,’ which 
Was a failure. There was no sensa- 
tionalism in it that we could find. 
We tried every angle but couldn't 
interest the public. 

‘We then engaged, for the first 
time, an important actress from the 
American stage, Blanche Walsh, and 
Produced in New York Tolstoy’s 
‘Resurrection.’ That was in 1911, The 
picture was a big success.’ 

Lichtman then told of the founding 
of the Famous Players Film Co., 
headed by Adolph Zukor, with him- 
self as general sales manager. He 
traced the history of early produc- 
tions starring Sarah Bernhardt, 
James K. Hackett, James O’Neill and 


others. 


Soft Pedalling Names 

‘We then engaged a little girl 
under a long term contract who had 
been known to picture fans as the 
Biograph Girl,’ he continued. ‘It was 
the practice of that company not to 
advertise the names of its players. 
The little Biograph Girl was Mary 
Pickford. 

‘It was our policy at this time to 


market each picture individually, 
and I traveled constantly around the 
country selling territorial rights. 


| 
| 











Meanwhile, the success of our pic- | 


tures encouraged 
making feature length films. Our 
Competitors were William Fox, the 
Warner Bros. and others. It became 
*vident that distribution along these 
lines was too expensive, and through 
the urge for economy and the fact 


others to. start 


features, new dramatists were draft- | 
ed, new personalities became popu-e | 


lar with the public and some | 
of the ones fell by the wayside. It 
was a new business 


Must Meet Increased Costs 

‘The particular problem of distrib- 
utors since sound pictures were de- 
veloped is to secure a return from 
exhibition commensurate with the 
greater cost of production. It is no 
longer an exception when a picture 
costs $1,000,000 to produce. We have 
had a number of pictures that have 
cost $2,000,000, in the past two years. 
It is a terrific undertaking to recoup 
these enormous sums and yet enable 
theatres to retain a profit as well, 

‘About two years ago I introduced 
a new yardstick for the determina- 
tion of film rentals. This new yard- 
stick was to expand the ability of 
the studio to make a greater num- 
ber of the best possible pictures. 
You ask how? The answer was not 
to have any stifling system of distri- 
bution. We did away with 
booking. 

‘The tables we worked out estab- 
lish how much of the box office re- 
ceipts a picture shall receive after 
it has been exhibited. If a studio 
has the courage to produce a big 
picture with a heavy investment, we 
arrange for rentals based upon its 
popularity with the public. If it 
meets with approval, then the film is 
adequately recompensed. If its re- 
ception is a disappointment, the pic- 
ture will lose money. This is the 
only fair and square way to conduct 
a motion picture business on a big 
scale where often today producers 
are compelled to invest large sums 
in production cost.’ 

When Lichtman finished his pre- 
pared address he was applauded, but 
before he left the platform, one of 
the class asked. 

‘How about double features?’ 

Creature of Depression 

‘I don't like ‘em either,’ Al said. ‘I 
think double features are a creature 
born of the depression, partly; but 
mostly the result of stiff competi- 
tion between theatres. When talking 
pictures came in, stage shows went 
out, except in a very few places, so 
that subsequent run theatres were 
offering practically the same enter- 
tainment as the downtown theatres. 
Admission prices of some of the 
downtown theatres 
Prices dropped to 55c. and lower. 
Then the subsequent run _ theatres 
started to show two pictures in order 
to complete with the downtown the- 
atres. That was how the double bill 
crept in 

‘I don’t like it myself and I don’t 
believe it makes for a good show, 
and I never met anyone who does 
like it. We have tried to eliminate 


it. We have conducted polls through | 


the vote 
favor of 


always 
retaining 


newspapers and 
seems to be in 
double bills.’ 


JUDGE’S RIBBING SHORTS 

Judge, the comic mag, will pro- 
duce a series of one-reel humorous 
shorts comparable in treatment to 
the ‘March of Time.” but devoted to 
ribbing the political scene. Series 
will be known as ‘The Washington 
Parade.’ Scripts will be written by 
Judge’s editors and produced by 
Dudley Murphy. 

Production will begin immediately, 
release scheduled for late spring. 


to make | 


block- | 


had been 85c. | 
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Agents’ Drive 











(Continued from page 13) 
Levee, former Paramount and United 
Artists executive, who launched his 
own agency, followed shortly after- 
wards by the invasion of the William 
Morris agency, long established in 
the world’s show biz. 

H’wood’s Goid Rush 

Stories of amazing bankrolls be- 
ing piled up resulted in a rush for 
agency licenses from all walks of 
| life, current list of permit holders 
including a former chauffeur and 
two ex-waiters. In the early days, 
few of the big-money actors, direc- 
tors and writers hired agents, but 
today practically everyone working 
in the studios, from producers down 
to bit players, has his or her repre- 
sentative. 

Agents Guild is made up of the 
Harry Edington-Frank W. Vincent, 
| William Hawks-George Volck, Le- 
land Hay ward-John McCormick, 
| Lyons & Lyons, M. C. Levee, Myron 
| Selznick, Phil Berg-Bert Allenberg, 
Ad Schulberg-Sam Jaffe, Morris 
Small, Charkes K. Feldman-Ralph 
Blum, Orsatti, William Morris and 
Zeppo Marx agencies. Levee has 
| been president since founding of the 
organization. 

Total annual income of the group 
runs into figures that would stagger 





leven a New Deal budget layer- 
outer. 
So-called county strip stretching 


along Sunset boulevard, between the 
west limits of Hollywood and the 
| east limits ef Beverly Hills, has been 
| changed from poinsettia fields and a 
|few scattered and somewhat shabby 
|merchantile establishments into a 
llavish and thriving business com- 
| munity due to the influx of agents, 
| who are required by law to furnish 
|a business address 
| obtain agency permits. To accom- 
modate the shoestringers, and they 
are numerous, enterprising property 
| owners have thrown up flashy struc- 
| tures containing suites of furnished 
| offices, where the not-so-well-to-do 
| ean rent cubicles, along with secre- 
tarial and phone service, for as little 
as $40 a month. 
Must Keep Them Working 

Fold-up of many of these little 
fellows would have come within the 
not too far distant future as a 
natural course of events and without 
the blasting now being mapped by 
the toppers. Clause in all contracts 
between agencies and clients that 
provides for automatic cancellation 
when the agency is unable to pro- 
vide the client with work during 
any period of four consecutive 
months would have turned the trick, 
for the walk of players, directors 
and writers, from one agency to an- 
other, during the current 
slowdown, has been in a_ steady 
parade that is not yet ended. In 
many cases, the agency losing the 
client is also out considerable cash 
that has been expended in building 
the latter to a point where he or 
she is more readily salable. 

Power of the State Labor Board 
to cancel permits on the slightest 
provocation will be one of the prin- 
cipal weapons of the ‘Big 13’ for use 
in the purge. 








Bernhard Named Member 


Joseph Bernhard, general manager 
| of Warner theatres, was named an 
j} advisory member of the New Jersey 
| Council by Governor Moore of that 
| state. One hundred and fifty thou- 
;}sand dollars has been appropriated 





Theatre Porters, Watchmen, 


ee 


Ops, 


Et al., to Parley with Circuits 





NEA TO HUDDLE ON 
VISUAL EDUCATION 


While the entire field of educa- 
tional pictures will be given the 
once-over, boosters for audio-visual 


education 
that a 


schools 
program 


pictures in 
definite 


hope 
covering 


| handling of classroom subjects will 


be adopted at National Education 
Association confabs this week in At- 


lantic City. Suggestion that a film 
library association be set up to pro- 
vide distribution probably will be 
considered. This would pave the 


way for securing distributing for any 


shorts furnished by the major film 
companies and indexed and = ap- 
proved by a committee of educators 
during the last eight months. 

What transpires at Atlantic City 
doubtlessly will figure in the report 


made to the Hays organization at the | 
at the end of this | 


annual meeting 
month. Likely that stens taken by 
educators will determine what re- 
commendations will be made to pic- 
ture companies for the next 12 
months. Little or no consideration 
will be given radio for classroom in- 


| struction, according to latest indica- 


| textbook 
; set up in New York. 


tions. 

In connection with proposed plans 
for using films in class instruction, 
there also have been conversations 
looking towards establishment of one 
or more colleges as test laboratories 


. ' where audio-visual teaching on the 
before they can | 


screen might be compared with strict 
education. One may be 
Results prob- 
ably would be reported back to the 
N. E. A. Cost probably would be 
covered through a special grant of 


coin or endowment. 





Par Comes to Cotulla, Tex., 
And Upsets Entire State 


Cotulla, Texas, March 1 

This 3,300-population Texas town, 
about 90 miles southwest of San An- 
tonio, is going Hollywood in a nice 
dignified way, what with a location 
company for Paramount’s ‘The 
Texan’ (formerly ‘The Méarching 
Herds,’ esconced on the La Mota 
ranch, 30 miles into the hinterland 
from Cotulla. Local Chamber of 
Commerce has already issued a bul- 


| letin, ballyhooing the town as ‘The 
| Hollywood of the Southwest.’ 


studio | 


Of New Jersey Council 


| Charles C. Cook holds sway as busi- 


| ducer, 


| to advertise the advantages of Jersey | 


| to the industrial leaders of the na- 


| tion in an effort to stimulate in- 
creased industry and employment 

| within the state. 

| Other members of the board on 


which Bernhard will serve are Gov- 
ernor Moore, former Governor Hoff- 
man, State Labor Commissioner 
John J. Toohey, Jr., and Finance 
Commissioner Bernard L. Lamb 


; _ 
_ Fox-West Coast’s Quins 
Los Angeles, March 1. 
Five babies born in the last week 
nicked the treasury of the Fox West- 
coasters Club, F-WC Theatres em- 
ployeees’ organization, for $250. 
Checks for $50 each were handed to 
Bill Lyris, circuit inspector, for his 
new daughter; Tom Page, home of- 
fice film statistician, son; Will Brown, 
manager of the Padre, San Jose, 


daughter: Helen Wright. former 
cashier of the Harmon Stilt 
daughter, and Harmon Stittgen, 
|Glen City theatre. Santa Paula, son. 
| W. H. (Bud) Lollier made the 
presentations. 


Townspeople are walking around 
with their chests puffed out. Cafes 
are already hiking their tariffs in 
anticipation of the rush of visiting 
firemen. Sagebrushers from these 
parts are flocking to the location in 
such numbers that the announced 
$2.50 - per -day-with-cakes-and-a-flop 
for the young cowhands is rumored 
to be slashed to $1.50, take it or leave 
it. 

Although papers claim that visitors 
are welcome during the shooting, all 
sans sound, the yokel posted on the 
gate said, ‘Nuthin’ doin’’ and backs 
it up with plenty of brawn. 

Back at the semi-permanent camp, 


ness manager of the group. He's 
topping with Lucien Hubbard, pro- 
and James Hogan, director. 

Background shots are being lensed 
under the direction of Harry Fisch- 
back, head cameraman, Seven trick 
riders are doing their stuff here 
along with 1,000 head of Texas steers. 
Mob expects to be on location for 
about 26 shooting days. 

Texas interest is being hypoed by 
the fact that J. Manley Head, baby’ 
state senator, is playing a part and 
acting as tech adviser. 


Piane with two-way radio _ is 
among the four carloads of equip- 
ment on location. 


Hollywood, March 1 

Frank Cordell, stunt man 
Chisel’ Ernest, cowboy actor, 
fered 
location at Cotulla. Tex., with Para- 
‘The Texans’ unit. The men 
were trapped in a prairie fire 
while making 


yvairie schooner 


suf- 


mount’ 
scene, 
their escape in a 


15 OF SALT LAKE’S 17 DUAL | 
Salt Lake City. March 1. 
Prevailing epidemic of duaters | 
‘re reached new high last 
vhen 15 of 17 theatres showed double | 
bills. Houses sticking to single pix 
ire Centre and Paramount 
foxy, lone vaudfilmer, spotted two 
ns in addition to hour 


week 


it how. 


stage 


and |} 


severe burns in a fire scene on | 
| 


—_-——--- ——— 


With a total of 1,600 already en- 
rolled, the union which will have 
jurisdiction over superintendents, 
iers, matrons, elevator operators, 
watchmen and charwomen in thea- 
tres as well as some other buildings, 
has had some preliminary confer- 
ences with circuits and later this 
week will sit down to discuss terms 
un?=r a contract, 

This with entatives 
of Ls RKO and the Independent 
Theatre Owners’ Assn. be held 
tomorrow (Thtrsday), according to 
Lou Conway, president of the union. 
Originally projecting 


poi 


meeting, repies 
ew, 


may 


unionization 





plans through Local 32-J of the 
, Building Service Workers parent 
union, a new unit has been created 


| since then for theatres and cultural 
buildings. It is known as Local 54, 


Building Service Employees in 
Amusement and Cultural Buildings. 
Building Service Workers now 


branches into 14 different locals. 
Conway says that discussions with 
respect te recognition has been held 


up somewhat due to the RKO sit- 
uation and reorganization, but that 
following preliminary meetings with 


RKO, Loew’s and ITOA, conferences 
will be held tomorrow or later in the 
week to negotiate terms. No trouble 
is looked for. On the outside it is 
said that the circuits probably will 
not seriously oppose the unioniza- 
tion of porters, charwomen, matrons 
and the like, although it remains to 
be seen what the actual attitude will 
Le, 


‘Birth’ Revival Is a Gag, 
But Not to D. C. Negroes 


Washington, March 1. 
Revival of David W. Griffth’s 
‘Birth of a 








Nation’ received un- 
expected attention last week when 
parade of Negroes picketed the 


Rialto where the Flm Society staged 
the comeback. 

Received with hilarity by the so- 
cialite audience, the film was object 
of protest by local colored popula- 


tion because of its theme. Sand- 
wich-boarders emphasized the fact 
that anti-lynching legislation has 


been kicking around in Congress in 
displaying resentment over anti- 
quated record of the carnetbag era 
and the rise of the Klan. Nine 
pickets, eyed by four cops, ineffec- 
tually tried to discourage patrons, 
who laughed uproariously at the 
pantomime acting of 1915 stars. 
Efforts to block the unreeling 
were futile, although local police 
strung along with the Negro com- 
plainants. Maj. Earnest Brown un- 
officially suggested the Film Society 
cancel the event, but no formal ac- 
tion was taken by D.C. authorities, 


$100,000 Theatre Fire 


Pittsourgh, March 1, 

More than 400 patrons of Keystone 
theatre, nabe house in suburban Na- 
trona, had a close call over the wee!-- 
end when fire completely destroyed 
the spot. When a film exploded in 
the projection booth, Manager John 
Rakowski averted a panic by walk- 
ing to the stage, announcing there 
was no immediate danger and asked 
| everybody to leave quietly. Just a 
few minutes after the Jast person had 
left the building, the frame building 


collapsed and the blaze spread to» 
buildings on both sides. 


Before the flames were 
under control, they also 


brought 
levelled an 


apartment house, Natrona’s post- 
office, a restaurant and a jewelry 
store, The damage was placed at 


close to $100,000. 


Hudson, N. Y., March 1. 
Investigation of an early morning 





blaze which swept through the Play- 
|} house, one-time legitimate theatre, 
but in recent year i picture rouse, 
ind caused damave estimeted = at 
| $75.000, was undertaken by Fire 
Chief Louis Sacco. Only the walls 
of the theatre, a three-story brick 


building, weve left standing. 


The fire department of a nearby 
community assisted the local volun- 
teer forces in keeping t! flames 
from spreading to adjoining prop- 
erty. The Playhouse, built in 1912, 
had an orchestra and two balconies, 

| with a seating capacity of 1,500, 
Wichita, K March 1 

One I th 2» worst downtown fi - in 
#6 years in Chet le, K ed 
in rear of Ritz the * there ano 
caused $25,000 i i t » Mal 
treet buildings Friday. 
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BIG WORDS 





““A Yank at Oxford’ a first-class comedy... One 
of the most enjoyable of the season... Robert 
Taylor’s engaging personality has much to do with 
the picture’s enthusiastic reception at the Capitol.” 

—KATE CAMERON, DAILY NEWS 


“A picture for any fan... charming, colorful, ex- 
citing, witty and tender... refreshingly different... 
Direction brisk, smart, inspiring to the gifted play- 
ts...The film should add a masculine following to 
Robert Taylor’s impressive army of feminine fans.” 
—BLAND JOHANESON, DAILY MIRROR 


“Thoroughly entertaining... You'll find it fun.” 
—ROSE PELSWICK, JOURNAL-AMERICAN 


“Uncommonly diverting show... A fresh back- 
pround, and an entertaining one.” 
—FRANK NUGENT, TIMES 


“A cracking good picture...dash and excitement... 
dry and likeable humor... characters well played.” 
— EILEEN CREELMAN, SUN 





<-This Capitol Theatre line goes 0 on n and on. 


BIG CROWDS! Ey 


. and it’s 5 she same on every Broadway of the U. S. A. 














“Gay, happy-go-lucky ... artfully and entertainingly 
told by a superior cast... Excellent... Really robust, 
rollicking, amusing... directed and performed with 
rare skill... Robert Taylor thoroughly ingratiating 
personality, as well as a comedian of the first rank 
. Fine mixture of first-rate acting, lively story-telling 
and expert direction. Undoubtedly one of the comedy 

treats of the early season.” 
— WILLIAM BOEHNEL, WORLD-TELEGRAM 


“An engaging film...smart direction ...consum- 
mately cast... Mr. Conway has conjured up much 
charm... Robert Taylor plays the Yank with con- 
viction.” —HOWARD BARNES, HERALD-TRIBUNE 


“First-rate cast... witty and dramatic... Robert 
Taylor’s best effort to date... Taylor fans and others 
will find much to enjoy.” | —ARCHER WINSTEN, POST 


“Action picture... with a bag of gags that are crisp 
with freshness... Bright entertainment every foot of 
the way... Robert Taylor justifies the enthusiasm of 
his following.” —HERBERT COHN, B'KLYN-EAGLE 
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EXPLOITATION :- by Epes w. Sargent 





ope Building Up ‘Baby’ 
Minneapolis. 


Palm for the slickest piece of film 
romotion and wire pulling and for 
the luckiest breaks goes to Howard 


Feigiey, who brought ‘Birth of a 
Baby’ into town. : 
Before booking picture into 


Lyceum, legit roadshow house, Feig- 
Jey arranged a private showing for 
Twin City doctors, their wives, 
nurses and medical students at the 
University of Minnesota, with the 
spectators’ vote to decide whether 
the film, barred in New York, was 
suitable for public showing here. 
Favoring public showing were 1,955, 
with 40 opposed, according to the 
figures given out. 

Feigley, or others financially inter- 
ested in the picture, the had Dr. 
F. L. Adair, prominent obstetrician, 
intercede with the Hennepin County 
Medical Society, local affiliate of the 
American Medical Association. As 
a result, the Hennepin County Med- 
ical Society’s executive committee 
publiclv endorsed the picture. And, 
rior to its opening at the Lyceum 
ast Thursday, Dr. A. O'Brien, 
executive secretary wf and radio 
speaker for the society, plugged it 
in his weekly health lecture, broad- 
cast over radio station WCCO. 

But the climax was capped by two 
front-page newspaper stories, ob- 
tained, as far as is known, without 





| solicitation. 


| 
| 
| 


| 


| 


' 


anybody's efforts, unless it was those | 


of financially disinterested physi- 
cians. This is the first time news- 
papers here ever have given gratul- 
tous, or otherwise, front-page pub- 
licity to a strictly private film at- 
traction enterprise. 


Heartbeats 


| 


| 


j 


. ° ‘ j 
With a medical association in local | 


session, C. A. Matthews, Orpheum, 
Memphis, was able to arrange for a 
cardiographic test of the effect of Ina 
Ray Hutton’s Melodears on a couple 
of members of the audience. Test 


| 


was for one show only, and given on | 


the stage. Miss Hutton selected a 
young and an elderly man as the 


testees, and the instrument made 
records of their heartbeats. From 
the record strips Mr. Matthews 


sends, it does not appear that Miss 
Hutton is any Benny Goodman when 
it comes to raising a riot, but it made 
a good talking point and broke into 
the Commercial Appeal, which is a 
bit conservative in handling. 

The stunt has been done before 
with Miss Hutton and others, but it 
seemes to possess an audience appeal 
and the newspapers: fall for it. In- 
struments can generally be borrowed 
from the hospital. The rest is all in 
the way the story is handled. Mr. 
Matthews did very nicely with it. 





Warner Idea 


Something else brand new ema- 
nates from the Warner home office 


advertising department. It's an al-| 


bum of 17 actual glossy photographs 
of Bette Davis, Henry Fonda and 
George Brent in scenes from ‘Jeze- 
bel.” All are attached with patent 
fasteners which permit them to be 
removed for newspaper use without 
danger of tearing, and all are suita- 
bly back captioned. 

Only 100 albums have been pre- 
pared for distribution to major ac- 
counts, with similar albums planned 
for ‘Fools for Scandal’ and ‘The Ad- 
ventures of Robin Hood.’ It’s a 
whale of an idea and pressure from 
other exhibs may raise the number 
issued. No advertising or sales copy. 
Just the stills; which is something 
of a record. 





Paramount Prizes 


_ Paramount has issued a leaflet giv- 
ing full information of its Paramount 
on Parade concert for the best ad- 
vertising and upping of theatre 
grosses on Paramount pictures be- 
tween Feb. 27 and May 28. 

_There are 20 prizes, aggregating 
$5,000 offered, four being awarded in 
each of the five theatre classifica- 
tions, and the best entry in any of 
the classes will be entered in the 


judging for the final prize, a silver’ 


Plaque to be awarded the winner of 
the international contest. Top prize 
in each classification is $500 with 
$250, $150 and $100 to the runners- 
up. Entrance is by means of a blank 
available at all Par exchanges. 


Many Models 


Cleveland. 

Every amateur and pro model here 
was pulled into the Joan Crawford- 
Mannequin’ contest on which Milt 
Harris and Charlie Deardorff got a 
four-way tie-up for Loew's State. 
Old beauty angle was freshened up 
by making it a search for the town’s 
most outstanding model, who had to 
live up to rigid specifications of four 
artists as judges. 

About 250 gals showed up, most of 
them well known in department 
store salons, artists’ and ad studios. 
“xploiteers steamed up interest by 
ballyhooing the latter as ‘beauties 
Who make you ad-conscious.’ Finals 
were held in Statler Hotel’s swank 
Terrace Room, which gets top play, 
in the form of a style show with 
Stores co-oping. 





| Brice will make a trip to San Fran- | 


| Sam Pechner, manager of the War- 





| cost of $500,000 


Airplane trip to New York, pro- 


Moted through United Air 
went to winner, Bernadine Koman, 


Lines, j 


besides $75 
three free days at Penn Hotel. Beau- 
ty also to be photographed by Mur- 
ray Korman, sketched by Vincentini 
and 
City, Loew theatres and style chops. 


| dozen 


| nearby towns could see ‘Snow White’ 


spending money and 


given a whirl through Radio 





Sought Lady Lawyers 
David B. Whalen, doing the ex- 





ploitation for Republic Pictures in | 
the Boston sector, writes he believes 
that his is the only company supply- 


| 
| 
ing ideas to the accounts other | 


those contained in the press books. 


A recent campaign, worked in a/| 
New England towns, was a/| 
letter to all women lawyers, their 
names and addresses being obtained | 
through the law schools. A special 
letter was sent this list, urging them 
to see ‘Portia on Trial.’ The letter 
was brief, but a good seller, and 
most of the users reported a decid- 
edly good response to the direct mail 





Plugged Transportation 


In addition to his usual exhaustive 
campaign for windows, educational 
hook-ups and poster displays, Bill 
Brown, of the Albee, Providence, 
plugged the fact that residents of 





and get away from the theatre in 
ample time to catch trains and 
buses home again. 

Both the N. Y., N. H. & H. R. R. 


and the local bus service worked in | 
with the theatre to give publicity to | 
the fact that the Disney cartoon | 
would not play the smaller towns for 
a month or more. That seemed to 
help 


Three-Way Contest 
San Francisco. 

A ‘Baby Snooks’ contest is being 
staged jointly by General Foods, the 
San Francisco Chronicle and the 
Warfield theatre. The contest, the 
first of a series to be held through- 
out the country, is for gag sequences | 
to be used by Fanny Brice on her | 
Good News broadcast. 

Winner will be given a trip to 
Hollywood, where she will be the 
guest of Miss Brice. There are also 
cash prizes for runner-ups. Miss 





cisco, where she will award prizes 
to the winners on the stage of the 
Warfield. Included in the board of 
judges are Glenn Dolberg, Frisco 
NBC program director; Herb Caen, 
radio editor of the Chronicle, and 


Inconsistent 





Chicago, March 1. 

Board of Health, which has 
been kicking up quite a fuss 
around town by issuing a 
statement that double features 
are injurious to the public 
health due to the fact that they 
keep people indoors too long, 
is now going to the same pic- 
ture public with a trailer ad- 
vising them to take care of 
themselves during this season 
of colds. 

Reel has a personal message 
from Dr. Herman N. Bundesen, 
president of the board of 
health. There is some whisper- 
ing around town that this might 
be a political angle since the 
county and municipal elections 








field. 





Theatres-Exchanges 





Denver. 

H. A. Goodridge, Ogden manager, 
making extended trip around South 
America. Tom Ward, recent Hia- 
watha manager, subbing for him. The 
Hiawatha management has_ been 
taken over by Ralph Batschelet, who 
also manages the Bluebird. J. W. 
Davis has sold the Empress, Hugo, 
Colo., to E. G. Weiselmann. Fox has 
closed the Del Rio, Las Cruces, N. M., 
and the Kit Carson, La Junta, Colo., 
except one day a week, when they 
show Spanish films. They are ex- 
clusive in these towns, having an- 
other house on full-time schedule in 
both spots. 





Philadelphia. 

Dave Milgram, Ray Schwartz and 
Mike Felt taking over the Walton 
Theatre in next few weeks. House 
now operated by Mrs, Harold Mc- 
Cann. 

Reported that a Boston syndicate | 
is planning to build a big drive-in 
theatre on the Roosevelt Boulevard, 
Philly to N. Y. highway. Expected 
to be completed in time to catch 
early summer trade. 





Tulsa, Okla. 

Dan Gould, Jr., 23, third genera- 
tion Gould in show business at Fort 
Worth, Tex., now here as manager 
of Tulsa’s newest house. 

Phil Isley’s S. W. Theatres Corp. 
extended its holdings to 22 houses 
when it bought the State at Paw- 
huska, Okla. 





Des Moines. 


| ticket. 





are coming up shortly. 


LEGAL BUMPS 








| of pictures 


| tribute 
ia Will 





| Abuse of Dualing ‘A’ Pix | 
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ings in an effort to stagger top studio 
output. 

Generally believed, before next 
season's selling starts in June, spe- 


cial regulatory provisions will have | 


to be imposed governing the teaming 
in leasing agreements 
with theatres. 
Prod. Slump Ending 
Seasonal slump in film production, 
worse this year than at any time 





WB’s NVA Drive Short 

Hollywood, March 1. 

Top players of most of the major 

studios will check in at Warners 
within the next two weeks to con- 
their histrioniec bits toward 
Rogers Memorial (NVA) 

Drive short, which George Bilson 
will direct. Briefie will be used as 
| part of memorial fund-raising cam- 


Nn 


paign for Will Rogers sanatarium at 
| Saranac. 
| A. P. Waxman, publicity director 


Cedar Rapids, March 1. 

When a door man at the RKO Iowa 
theatre here stalled Earl Stanley, 
chief of detectives on the 
Rapids police force and prevented 
him from signing a bank night mati- 
nee card because he had not pur- 
chased an admission ticket, it almost 
caused curtains for bank nights here. 
Other theatres participating in the 
bank night pool here include the 
Paramount and State. The stunt has 
proved a big drawing card every 
Tuesday for more than a year. 

Stanley cemplained to County At- 


| torney G. K. Thompson that he had 


asked for a card to sign and when 


it was found he did not have a ticket | 
| was told to wait before another door. 


Finally as a customer came out, 
Stanley went in but was stopped by 
an usher who demanded a ticket. 
The police officer hunted 
county prosecutor and make _ his 
kick, 

Thompson immediately called all 
theatre managers into conference 
and explained that under the Iowa 
law any person has a right to sign a 
matinee card without purchasing a 
He warned that all persons 
must be accorded equal service and 
consideration whether or not they 
have an admission ticket. 

The plain clothes man 
‘should have made himself known’ 
but Stanley replied that he couldn’t 
see why his position as an officer 
should make any difference. 





No Wheels in Denver 
Denver, March 1. 
The police department has issued 


an order to theatres that no give- | 


aways can be used where wheels are 
spun or cards are drawn to deter- 
mine the winners. The police okay 
was placed on drawings done in such 
a manner that it was not necessary 
for one to purchase a ticket to par- 
ticipate. 

At present two cars, money and 
merchandise are being used in draw- 
ings. Eleven of the Fox houses are 
hooked up on a cooperative drawing 
weekly with a new car as the prize, 
as are the four Dave Cockrill houses. 
The other Fox house, the Isis, tossed 
out of the cooperative hookup be- 
cause of the huge registration due 
to the low admission price, 15c., have 
their own cash drawing. The three 
Ed Mapel houses have their bank 


night built up to $700 for this week. | 
Some time ago the police depart- | 


ment had outlawed the wheels as 
drawing accessories but theatres be- 
gan using them slowly, but with so 
many now using the police ordered 
‘em out. 

Amusement licenses still carry a 
clause forbidding any sort of draw- 


State, State Center, operated by | ing or prize offerings in theatres. 
Merrill W. Hoopes, has been sold to!;pis Jaw was killed by the city 


W. T. Carter, of Easton, Minn. 
Strand, South Cedar Rapids, has 


opened under new management. 
Woodrow Praught, co-owner with 
Harold Wright, of Minneapolis, 


Minn., is the manager. 





Los Angeles. 
John F. O'Neal appointed manager | 
of Fox-West Coast's Inglewood thea- | 
tre, Inglewood, replacing Ross A. | 
Jones, resigned. 


Hamilton, O. 
Southio Theatres, Inc., Paramount | 
subsidiary, which has been operating ; 
the 1,809-seat Strand at nearby Mid- | 
dletown under lease, has purchased | 
the property outright at a reported 





Reading, Pa. 
Stallman, Bethlehem, now } 
of Warner’s Astor, Reading. 


Lester 


manasel 


council, but the license department 
is still using the old forms. 
St. Loo Nixes Quiz Gag 
St. Louis, March 1. 

A plan of theatre owners here to 
stimulate b.o. with ‘Sho-Bonus,’ 
whereby patrons would have an op- 
portunity to collect prizes ranging 
up to $500 weekly by submitting the 
correct answers to three questions | 
concerning the flickers, was nipped | 
last week when the Attorney Gen- 
eral’s office in Jefferson City ruled 
that it was a form of lottery and 
a violation of the statutes. 

Circuit Attorney Franklin Miller 
of St. Louis, at the request of coun- 
sel for several theatre owners, asked 
for a ruling from the Attorney Gen- 
eral. They took the position that 


Cedar | 


up the | 


said he | 


|for the fund, has checked in at the 


| Burbank plant. 


UA Partnership? 
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| become practically a member of the 
U. A. partnership. Actual owner- 
membership status is the subject to 
be discussed from this point. 

In the meantime, it’s been heard 
that an effort has been made to re- 
vive the old RKO-Selznick possi- 
bility, but the United Artists deal 
| looks to have the right of way with 
Selznick-Whitney, 

Fact that Samuel Goldwyn has 
been revamping his studio and made 
many changes in his own setup re- 
cently adds to the situation. Also, 
,accounts have George J. Schaefer 
having planed in from Florida re- 
cently just to spend a few hours 
with Whitney regarding that U. A. 
deal. And then went back. Schaefer 
| will probably return to New York 
from the south today or tomorrow 
(Thursday ). 





‘Changes Every Two Hours’ 
Hollywood, March. 1. 

Jock Whitney was delayed on his 
return from New York today, but 
Selznick International spokesman 
|insists his movements have no sig- 
nificance in connection with any new 
releasing deal or UA buy out of 
Pickford-Fairbanks-Chaplin. Studio 
has two pictures to get out of the 
way, to wash up current releasing 
commitments to UA and its entire 
|concentration is on that perform- 
;ance., Also insists no dickering on 
any new distribution deal in prog- 
| ress, and that buyout deal must also 
wait until pictures are out of the 
way. 

However, admits situation changes 
every two hours. 





|‘Sho-Bonus’ was different from 
| banko, screeno, Klondike, etc., which 
have fallen under the classification 
| of a lottery. In nixing the plan As- 
| sistant Attorney General Regan de- 
| clared ‘there appears to be no rule 
or yardstick by which the correct 
| answers to the questions submitted 
| are to be determined by the judges. 
| The contest is open to all pefsons 
| 10 years of age or over and is, there- 
fore, an unequal contest.’ 





| Charlotte, N. C., March 1. 

An order was signed at High Point 
| by Judge Lewis E. Teague restrain- 
ing North Carolina Theatres, Inc., 
and Hugh Smart, manager, from pay- 
ing out $375 advertised as a ‘jackpot’ 
for attendance upon High Point 
shows. 

This order, which will come up for 
| hearing before Judge Teague later, 
was obtained, after Arnold Grayson 


! 


Boggs contending that his name was | 
| drawn for the lucky winner on Feb. | 


17 and that the theatre management 
refused to pay the prize money to 
him because it was contended that 
his registration card, if ever made, 
had been lost. 

The plaintiff contends that in 
reality this is a subterfuge; that the 
real reason the money was not paid 
to him was because he did not pur- 


|in the 
| bottom and the upturn is 
lat the tape, 


~ | masons, 


last half a decade, has hit 
hovering 
with the big dash set 
{to get under way within the next 
fortnight. Cinema town grocers, 
| butchers, gasoline station operators 
end other tradesmen who carry bit 
| players, studio clerical forces and 
day-to-day check technicians and 
artisans on the cuff during the lean 
periods, insist their present book 
totals set a new all-time record. 

First major plant to issue return- 
to-work calls is Metro, where 
carpenters, painters and 
decorators will check in next Mon- 
day (7) to start construction on the 
larger of the many sets required for 
‘Marie Antoinette,” which has al- 
ready been before the cameras for 
90 shooting days. Same plant, which 
is fixed with finished product to 
meet release dates running well into 
April, is momentarily putting the 
finishing touches to three others, 
‘Test Pilot,’ ‘Three Comrades’ and 
‘Judge Hardy’s Children,’ with five 
more set to roll within the next two 
weeks. They are ‘Too Hot to 
Handle, ‘Broadway Goes to Col- 
lege,’ ‘Idiot’s. Delight,’ ‘Frou Frou’ 
and ‘Hats in the Air.’ 

Paramount, with four, ‘You and 
Me,’ ‘Tropic Holiday,’ ‘Professor Be- 
ware’ and ‘Cocoanut Grove,’ nearing 
| the finish line, and two others, ‘The 
| Texan’ and ‘Crime Gives Orders,’ has 
| announced definite starting dates for 
five in the first half of this month. 
They are ‘Spawn of the North,’ 
‘Prison Farm,’ ‘Mysterious Rider,’ 
‘Harmony for Three’ and ‘Things Be- 
| gan to Happen.’ Company’s $1,250,- 
| 000 air epic, ‘Men With Wings,’ back- 
| ground shots for which are already 
| being made, will get under full sail 
|} between the March 15 and 25. 


| Five on Tap at WB 


Warners is currently winding up 
four: ‘Golddiggers in Paris,’ ‘White 
| Banners,’ ‘Crime School’ and ‘The 
| Woman Habit,’ with ‘The Amazing 
| Dr. Clitterhouse’ rounding the quar- 
ter turn, and five others, ‘Boy Meets 
| Girl,’ ‘The Singing Cop,’ ‘Private De- 
| tective,’ ‘When Were You Born’ and 
‘Comet Over Broadway’ slated for 
the go signal between now and 
| March 18. 
| RKO, where ‘Vivacious Lady’ is 
| receiving its finishing camera polish- 
| ing, has two others, ‘Law of the Une 
derworld’ and ‘Go Chase Yourself,’ 
lat the halfway mark, with ‘Muddled 
| Deal,’ ‘Saint in New York’ and 
| ‘Rolling Stones’ past their initial 
| week before the lenses and two 
| others, ‘Carefree’ and ‘Blind Alibi,” 
ready to push onto the sound stages 
around March 10. 

Five pictures are in their final 
filming stages at 20th-Fox, with the 
Irving Berlin’ production, ‘Alexe- 
ander’s Ragtime Band,’ and the new 
Shirley Temple starrer, ‘Little Miss 
Broadway,’ well along. Scheduled 
for a March 21 start are ‘Passport 
Husband’ and ‘Three Blind Mice.’ 

While Universal is nearing the 
finish on ‘Goodbye Broadway,’ ‘Recke- 
less Living’ and ‘Nurse From Brooke 
lyn,’ as well as a pair of westerns, 
it has two of its most ambitious un- 
dertakings of recent months waiting 
only a windup on casting before hav- 
ing the cameras trained on them, 
They are the John M. Stahl produc- 
tion, ‘Letter of Introduction’ and 
B. G. deSylva’s ‘Rage of Paris,’ 
which will mark the American debut 
of Danielle Darrieux, French impore 
tation, the script for which is finally 
ready after many delays due to 
| shifts in the choice for the male 
| lead. 

Selznick-International, closed since 
early January after completion of 
retakes for ‘Adventures of Tom 
Sawyer,’ is being readied for new 
activity around March 15, when the 
company will send into production 
the two pictures needed to complete 
its contractural commitment to 
United Artists. 

‘Gladiator’ Making Ready 


David L. Loew, now vacationing in 
Miami, will return here tomorrow 
(2) to begin preparations for the 
next Joe E. Brown starrer, ‘The 
Gladiator.’ Sol Lesser has set April 
| 1 as day for assembling next Bobby 
| Breen starrer, ‘Fisherman’s Wharf,’ 


| 





| before the cameras. 


Republic and Monogram, each 
with three now in work, have five 
and four, respectively, slated to bee 
gin before March 15. 

General slate, as it now 


stands, 


chase a ticket when he registered. | and with better prospects for added 


In addition to the prize money the | 
plaintiff asks for $1,000 punitive 
lamazges., 

The theatre will continue its prac- 
tice of paying out jackpot money on 
Thursday nights, despite the re- 
straining order. Bond covering the 
amount asked for by Boggs has been 
posted, 

’ 


i vides a 


rather than 
more 


starters scratches, 


nick-unp 
z > a 


proe 
than 
ame date 12 
Studio managers agree 


that the business of making pictures 


peppy 
that held out on the 


mont! ago, 


will be proceeding under full steam 
not later than April 15, with most 
layoffs back on the payrolls by that 


date. 
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DAREDEVIL DRIVERS 


(Continued from page 15) 
bus outfit only to upset the foul ap- 
of the latter in the end for 
benefit of the girl he 
The cute little story 
under’ director 
The dialog, 


plecart 
the complete 
has fallen for. 
is well handled 
Eason’s expert piloting. 
to the bone, 
socktul. 
Scenes in which racing cars smash 
up are culled from newsreel films 
and include some outstanding acci- 
dents. Prints seem in better con- 
dition than most. Char. 


GAIETY GIRLS 
(BRITISH MADE) 
(WIT H SONGS 


1 ) i Artis ense of sunther Stapen- 
x » itures Jack Hulbert 
}’ a Illi Directed by Khornton Ire 
land Scenario Arthur Macrae; camera 
(hunt ier Krampf; tilm editor, ‘. BB. Jarvi 
Ivric William Kernell; music, Michael 
| musical ctor, Muir Mathie 
hell, Jack 








sun; dan Philip i Donohue 
Previewed in the Projection Room, Ms Bie 
Feb. 25, ‘3S tunning time, 72 min 
Martin... Jack Hulbert 
Jenmette@..cccccsses , ° Patricia Ellis 
Jacques ecevecesecs Arthur Risce 
Mik rT err Googie Withers 
M ( IPOs ctcncoee Svdne Kairbrother 
Clarence eveecees ‘s4 ... Wylie Watson 
Mat Mesaceneeeeees : David Tree 
Renard bos en oa (Cecil Bevan 
Rrand Anther Holles 
Paul Duva Roland Cul 
The astute formula of making 


soluble the British talents of Jack 
Hulbert and the American savor of 
Patricia Ellis has resulted in one of 


better musicals. Direction, 
music and dancing blend 
he Hollywood man- 


Freeland is 


Britain's 
acting, 
splendidly in 
ner. Director Thornton 
an American 

Picture attempts to capture, with 
discriminating restraint, a Parisian 
background, negligibly retarded by 
the clipped Oxonian of its cast. But, 
withal, there is, namely, the subtle 
Hulbert, who more affirms his 
stand as Britain’s merriest zany. As 
a vehicle for American audiences, 
‘Gaiety Girls’ should find favor. 

The mistaken identity theme has 
tL en dusted off, but with new varia- 
tions and sparkle It concerns a 
staid millionaire (Hulbert). a chorus 


once 


is crisp, sprightly and 


Call the Mesquiteers 


Repubt release of William Berke proe 
luction Features Bob Livingston Hlaay 
Corrigan and Max Terhune Directed ty 
John English Story, wernare MeConvil 
adaptation, Luci Ward; film editor Lester 
Orlebeck; photography. Wi illiam Nobles 


Reviewed in Projection Room, N. Y., Feb 








| cinema. 
' from 


Constance Moore, blonde 
Texas, suggests some future 
possibilities, while Dickie Jones is 
a capable kid actor. But tossed into 
this western of the gold rush das 
they never get. started. Writing, 
dialog and direction are at fault 
‘Border Wolves’ is weakest Baker 
entry in months, but passable in dual 
locations. 


Production indicates that Director 
Joseph H. Lewis had a tough task 
trving to work in Bob Baker's bal- 


34. °S8 Running time o> mins ; | lads. None really clicks, because of 
Btons Brooke ngston | incongruous surroundings. They've 
por cnree oe ‘Soseeon even got the murderous outlaws: 
Madge, cas Reberts | Warbling in a campfire scene. An- 
Dr. Irving. ..e..seceeseeees.. Harle Hodgins | other time, Baker and Miss Moore 
Sel 900eseee ececesees nr 7 Kim | awkwardly poise themselves near a 

t Vinee ccccccses cee i ler : Dae ¢ TS . 
Phillips. ...cccees cae eakes MANET Willin .s | Plano for a duet. Six western tunes, 
OT Re ie Ee 1i Hart | five being tabbed original, and all 
FOC... ceecerenesereves it Gletson | muffed. No author credited 
St rr rr rrr . William > Pi 
Ma \ ae es Picture unreels opening title as 
sheriff la though intended as an epic After 
Vo 4) the outlaws attack a covered wagon 

train, plot veers off into one of tho 
es _ westerl in tne Three ) ion identity thing with the 
Mesquiteer series which c ies the . / 
h wo — = rie PR esag ; reek th % hero unjustly accused until show- 
heroic trio on anether : »nture th: 
will pl rove tt . , + venture that | down fight at the last In between 
please , ns fe \ : the 

a following them. | the broncho canters, this story saun- 
Boys, Bob Livingston, Ray Corrigan, ae iri 
rele Pe: 2 ers aiong at drawing-room pace, 
and Max Terhune, track down some 7 


lle 


SALI 


track 


tnieves in 
down a 


fail to 
finish. 


this one, but 


heroine for a 


Thus, the Mesquiteers are a bit dif- 
ferent. 

There’s a girl in the action, but 
very much played down She's 
Lynn Roberts, the daughter of a 
| medicine show wanderer, but it’s a 
little boy. her brother, who figures 
in the fade after stumbling on the 
hideout and identity of the silk pil- 


ferers. The kid played by Sammy 
McKim He doesn’t show much 
Western moves along at a mod- 
erate pace, involving the Mesquiteers 
In various situations which hold the 
arouse suspense and create 
cti Story turns things around to 
make ‘it appear the Mesauies are the 
silk thieves. Var liberties are 
iken to provide the situations which 
place the trio in a spot and in a lot 
»f shooting they too miraculously es- 
cape, without even getting scratched. 
Supporting the trio are various 
lesser Knowns, most of them work- 
ing as heavies. The medicine show 
quack is Earle Hodkins, somewhat 
unique type. A dog, known as Flash, 
is used And the hors s, as usuel, 
are all good. Char, 


BORDER WOLVES 


(WITH SONGS) 


nt age 


1OUuUS 


+ 





girl (Miss Ellis) and their subse- | ,,U myers! a Saece wat, te 
quent popular ideal. Sifting through | gan +e t k en ae Pt 
the film is some grand comedy | Joseph H. Lewis. s nplay by Norton 8 
tirned on in the inimitable manner | Par! from original Ur liu 
by Hulbert. His dancing and singing | (oe ey eos 88 Roy ui, N.Y 
attributes are conveniently revealed | 5."")\".. was li erree aee 
by the scenarists in depicting the | rusty Reynolds a Rob Baker 
yfficious, starched tycoon of finance | Ma lo Benton occees ( n M 
as a dual personality Hulbert’s mM METPON > seecenes eee buzzy - ' 
voice is pleasant, his dancing tops. : : XY digi: is seven miata oe es 
Miss Ellis warbles well and indicates | peput, pid Seay ie h 2. . Ae Strange 
fair dancing ability. Songs and the} Tom ba icatecas rrrer Frank Campeau 
dance staging aren't particularly dis- | Judge ¢ nan sate eesene Oscar O'Shea 
tinctive otherwise “i ‘ heeginaaerc ncngeaagat 4° ss me eee 
Casting has been done with Care, | Jaci Carson. sscoccccccce LD Dorrell 
with little of the usual Anglican ree! Jot } r ‘ Arthur Van Sly 
straint in evidence. At the start of | McCome....ccceseeeees . ee brank + 
the film, however, all is not cricket; ; > rig ea 
sequences point toward tedium. But This fable of the lone prairie 
Hulbert’s entrance changes all that. | forcibly illustrates what happens 
Of the supporting cast, Arthur Ris- | when production machinery _ sags. 
coe is properly gesticulating as a| Bob Baker is a comer. Fuzzy Knight 
futile producer lig tried material from stage and 
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Spectacular Stage Productions 








_ EDW. G. ROBINSON 


A SLIGHT CASE 
OF MURDER 








ddl cae TOMA 
pottnas at stete ee” 


“MANNEQUIN” 
Benny Davis Revue 
Starts Thursdays 


“HURRICANE” 


Buck and Bubbles and Big Stage Show 
WRAY: 


‘CAPITOL soem: 


HELD OVER—?nd Week 


ROBERT TAYLOR 


n M-G-M's 


“A YANK AT OXFORD” 


body Sing” 





ng “Kivers 





have 


| Pandro Bet 


| huddle on his 


vith Fuzzy 
some humo. 


Knight striving to milk 
from forced comedy sit- 


uation Film looks like the original 
thread of tale had been altered sev- 
eral times in production; it’s that 
futile. 

Bob Baker, who talks and rides 
like a cowboy, sings as well as ever. 
He doesn’t startle as an actor, but 


this film accentuates this apparent 
flaw Knight flounders because of 
illy line Wear. 


FLYING FISTS 


iction ands rel Stars 
i} Herman | features Fuzzy Kt nat. < 
re MacDonald, Dickie Jones, Dire 
Bob fil Screenplay by Basil | key 
n ! nal story by Rock Hiaw 
Hyer \t Central N } 
! I » wa-st, oO Runnin 
I 
| ID ' Her in Brix 
leant Ma 
Lit TERETE Cee Fuzzy Knight 
Ix $ ' I. Farrell MacDonald 
= Guinn \ " 
1) D> fon 
M Charles \ um 


Inexpensive quickie, reminiscent 


of silent days on production, ‘Flying 


Fists’ is Just another fight film. Sev- 
eral screen veterans furnish far bet- 
ter performances than story, direc- 


tion or effort behind production war- 


rants. For the double bill setups. 
Scripters have made Herman Brix 
an athletic woodchopper whose 
cleverness with his dukes makes his 
heavyweight champ. He quits the 
ring because his 1ewly-found sweet- 
heart hates fighters, only to return to 


disport his skill when the girl’s 
daddy needs money. There is haath 
ado over his upholding the faith of 


voungsters when a crooked match is 
planned, this idea bein~ tossed in at 
|last moment to build the fight cli- 
max. Writer’s after thought also has 
ithe champion out of fistic trim just 
before the big battle, though not ex- 
plained reasonably. 


Her.aan Brix, originally a star ath- 
lete. looks the part. He still is light 


on thespian efforts, and the director 
in this opus doesn’t help. J. Farrell 
MacDonald provides his usual slick 
portrayal as athletic camp instructor, 


though made to mugg too much. 
Fuzzy Knight is in his element as a 


droll fight exploiter, while Guinn 
| Williams, cast as ring promoter, 1s 
‘always realistic. Dickie Jones con- 


?| tributes top portrayal as the kid ad- 


of boxers. 

All are engulfed by slipshod pro- 
duction, feeble direction and un- 
skilled writing Dialog, seldom 
overly bright, contains such classics 
as ‘You've got to go in there and 
win,’ ‘You hav e to listen to me,’ ‘I’m 
sorry, but——' ‘I'm afraid that’s the 
way it is,” Mar dy find a way,’ and 
‘You can’t do this.’ 

Recarding is 
several outdoor 


mirer 


especially in 
which Iin- 


ae 
scenes 


cludes that familiar Los Angeles 
park and the Hollywood canyons. 


Newsreel clips used in part of fight 
sequences are obviously such. Wear. 


RKO Reorg. 


(Continued from page 3) 








Odlum, head of Atlas. 
been that a 
been 


however, 


Hope had 
modified plan might 
ready by Monday last; 
this didn’t happen. 

There are indications that the Leh- 
man Corp. didn’t share with Atlas 
Corp. in the last option pickup from 
RCA. But whether this means that 
Atlas will ride » RKO thing alone, 
in the underwriting of the c 
plan, is open 


ympany’ 


Depinet Huddling West 

Hollywood, March 1. 
Ned Depinet, RKO v.p. in 
of sales, is here to inspect his com- 
pany’s new films and huddle with 

studio execs on distribution plans 
Depinet pulled in one day after 
man, production head 
out for York to 


new contract as stu- 


charge 


had trained New 


lio produc tion head. 


actre Any real support by the | 
extras should give the honor to Miss | 
Brady. Other nominees _ include 
Claire Trevor, who qualified with 
‘Dead End,’ and Dame May Whitty 
who appeared with Robert Mont- | 
| gomery in ‘Night Must Fall.’ 
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Academy Awards 





(Continued from page 4) 
technician and with 12,500 extras 
voting either mas come n the 


Tracy Fave Actor 

serious consid- 
‘Captains 
generally ac- 


Tracy will 
eration for his work in 
Courageous,’ and is 


\ 
+ 
t} 


ne favor 


receive 


cepted ds { 
upset by the extra vote. 
ceived top credit for his 


March re- 
performance 


opposite Janet Gaynor in Selznick’s 


ite, barring any | 


| Earth’ is exvected to ‘et the nod for 


i 
'the best direction, though pro- 
ponents of William Wellman, who 
directed ‘A Stat Bo : areca 
Gregory LaCuva, who turned ri 
‘Stage Door, are waging a campuign 
ito give them the hono: Leo Mec- 
| Carey will draw some votes for Awe 
|ful Truth’ and William Dieterle for 
‘Zola.’ LaCava is giver » good 
chance, since few extras have had an 


opportunity to see ‘Good Ea 
Karl Freund is said to 


have the 


‘A Star Is Born.’ Other nominees are j 1n side track for camera award for 
Charles Boyer for h Napoleon in| his pastels on ‘Good Earth. Others 
Conquest,” and Paul Muni for h qualified in the d y clude 
Lite of Emile Zola Gregg Toland, fo Dead End wd 
Last year’ vinner were Muni fo: Joe Valentine fo! ‘WwW F Overt 
Louis Past (WB) and = Luise | Honolulu 
Rainer for The Great Ziegfield’ Eric Stacey rrobab ~ ” 
(MG) | handed the award for a tant direc- 
Dop the finis! the best per-| tors for his support of William Well- 
forma > DY an actre even more | man in filming {A St sorn.’ 
lifficult. The five yminees are} Others in this division are Robert 
Barbara Stanwycl ‘Stella Dallas, | Webb, ‘Old Chicago’: Ru Saunders, 
Goldwv Janet Gaynor, ‘A Star Is | ‘Zola’; C. C. Coleman. Jr.. ‘Lost Hori- 
Born,’ Selznick; Irene Dunne, ‘The | zon’: Hal Walker, ‘Souls at Sea.’ 


Awful Truth,’ Columbia; 
Garbo, ‘Camille,’ Metro; 
tainer, ‘The Good Earth,’ 


Greta 


Metro. It 





and Luise} 


| Anything may happen in the writ- 
ing division. John Lee Mahin, presi- 
dent of the Screen Playwrights, Ince 


, 


who with Marc Connelly and Dale 
| Van Every, qualified with ‘Captains 


| Courageous,’ has notified Academy 
he will not accept the award if his 
play is selected i tne ye 
was dissatisfied becat ~nom 
| of the SP were named on the writers’ 
nominating committee, 


Vianin 


Mmwers 


is pretty generally conceded that the 
runoff will be between Stanwyck, 
Gaynor and Dunne 

M Ga yy Was runner-up in the 
first award 10 yvea) igo for her per- 

rmance in ‘Seventh Heaven,’ being 
nosed ut by Mary Pickford in} 
‘Coquette.’ M Dunne qualified in | 
1931 with ‘Cimarron,’ but was topped | 





by Marie Dressler, who received the 
award for ‘Min and Bill.’ Best bet 
is Stanwyck, but the extras 
“4 ses of ‘The 
Truth’ and may to thelt 
for Miss Dunne. 
one 10 nominations for the 
outstanding film award are ‘In 
Chicago * 20th-Fox: ‘The Good Earth,’ 
Metro; ‘A Star Is Born,’ Selznick-In- 


t ‘Lost Horizon,’ 


are 
Awful 
ballots 


most 


ernational: Columbia; 


‘Stage Door,’ RKO-Radio: ‘The Aw- 
ful Truth,” Columbia; ‘Dead End,’ 
Samuel Goldwyn; ‘100 Men and a 


Girl,’ 
Courageous,’ 


Universal, 
Metro. 
Metro's Qualifiers 
Metro, with two productions quali- 
fied, is given a slight 
vance predictions, 
Old Chicago’ h 
box offices and 
poll. Eight 


est number ever! 


and ‘Captains 


Two 


as been burning the 
studios, the larg- 
qualified in this 
ented this year. 


Last years winner was ‘Creat 
Ziezteld; Metro, and the studio is 
to repeat this 


trying hard 
David O. Selznick 


ite, many believing 


IS an @al 


March and Miss Gaynor will 
enough votes to 
award for 
formance. 


poll 


the most out: 


Joseph Schildkraut, for his char- 
acterization of the martyred Dreyfus 
in ‘The Life of Emile Zola’ Warners, 


is considered a likely choice for best 


supporting actor award. Here again, 
however, vote of the extras may up- 
set predictions. Thomas 
vill poll a heavy vote for his per- 
formance in ‘Hurricane; 
Bellamy will be given consideration 
for his work in ‘The Awful Truth.’ 
Both of latter 


players and heavy 


kraut out of the running. Other | 
nomine are H. B. Warner, ‘Lost | 
Horizon,’ and Roland Young in ‘Top- 
pei 

Andrea Leeds in ‘Stage Door,’ 
Alice Brady in ‘In Old Chicago; and 
Anne Shirley in ‘Stella Dallas’ are 


break in 
for best performance by 


Ziven an even 


Ned to Franklin? 


Sidney Franklin, for 


Old } 


edge in ad-| 
but 20th-Fox’s ‘In | 


is certain to pull a 


give his picture the | 
tanding per- | 
| 


Mitchell | 


and Ralph | 


are popular with bit | 
support for either | 
from this division would put Schild- | 


the division | 
a supporting | 


‘The Good 


Writers may toss the awards to this 


| trio as a gesture of good will toward 

their rivals, but many are known to 
| favor Vina Delmar for ‘Awful Truth.’ 
| Dorothy Parker, Alan Campbell and 
| Robert Carson are accorded a good 


their 
minelly, 


| chance fot 
Born,” C 


also are a good bet 


script on ‘A Star is 
Mahin and Every 


Hans Kraly is expected to draw the 
nod for the best original screen play, 
‘100 Men and a Girl,’ 

Balance of awards is a_ tossup. 
Harry Owens is slated to draw the 
best song, Oscar for his ‘Sweet 
| Leilani,’ int Paramount's 
‘Waikiki Wedding.’ Lyle Wheeler 
| should draw best art direction for ‘A 
| 


duced in 


Prisoner of Zenda: with Bernard W. 


Burton walking off with the film 
|editing honors for his handling of 
scissoring of ‘100 Men and a Girl.’ 
| Pete Smith of Metro is tipped to 
| walk off with top honors in the short 


‘Romance of 
thout a Coun- 
is also a 


subjects field with 
| Radium,’ ‘The Man Wi 
try’ (NB) in color 
| top-mounter, 


shorts 


year. | 
ly favor- | 
performances of | 
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WATTAGE TAX IMPROBABLE; BUT RADIO 


MAY HAVE 


McNinch Favors Some Form of Station Privilege Pay- 


ment—Drastic Fees Not Serious Threat—Little 


Action This Session 


Washington, March 1. other taxes tatior and networks | and two Republicans, none of 
Drive ic make broadcasters fork | can counter with legal arguments by whom ever figured in attacks 
over to the government a large slice pointing out that no competitive | on broadcasting. 
of their rece ipts was ploited last mediums ar ect to any tive | With Representative Chester 
week without much prospect of suc- | 8yP. Thompson of Illinois, the chair- 
cess Question of a tax on radio oni’ man, the Democrats are John 
Pair of moves to saddle a stiff tax | tated for several years, but never D. Dingell of Michigan and A. 
on radio stations will be made in| taken se ISIV 1936 nvolves | Willis Robertson of Virginia. 
Congress in the near future in an | ™any legal snarls. Whether a spe- Duo of Republicans are Daniel 
efiort to force the industry to pay | © al type of income Ie vy OF @ heavy A. Reed of New York and 
the cost of policing the airlanes. First wattage charge would be constitu- Lloyd Thurston of Iowa. 


hearings ever held on a privilege 
tex are tentatively set after nearly 
a year’s stalling on proposal to col- 
Ject fees on a wattage basis. 

A preliminary. show-down on the 
maiter of special imposts on broad- 
casters is anticipated within the next 
month when the House of Represen- 
latives takes up the administration’s 
revenue bill, revising and modifying 
many of the existing gouges about 
which all soris of business men have 
been beefing. 

A fiat levy on gross 
broadcasters—over and 
present bit 
poration income—is due for presen- 
tation to the House during debate on 
the general tax measure. Rock- 


income of 
above the 


throwing faction hasn’t crystallized | 


thoughts but contemplates trying to 

write into the omnibus legislation a 

clause which would nick the radio 
people 5% or possibly more. 
Free Time a Factor 

With lawmakers constituent-mind- 

€d in view of approaching elections, 


there seems to be little real likeli- | 


hood that any anti-radio moves of 
this sort will draw blood during the 
present Congress. Too many incum- 


bents planning to run for reelection | 


will be panhandling free microphone 
time. Chance of tacking on a broad- 
cast tax from the House floor is un- 
encouraging to the advocates of 
charging radio licensees, particularly 
since hearings will be held on the 
guestion Jater on. 

House Ways and Means subcom- 
mittee, steered by Rep. Chester 
‘*hompson, Illinois Democrat, is cal- | 
endaring a gabfest on two pending | 
proposals to levy a tax on wattage. | 
Bills which would cost broadcasters | 
from $6,500,000 to $10,000,000 an- 
nually are sponsored by Congress- 
man John J. Boylan of New York, a 
Democrat, and Harry Sauthoff of 
Wisconsin, a Progressive, 

MeNinch Idea 

While the industry may escape 
punitive burden this year, the out- 
look for eventual success in cam- 
paign to make licensees pay the gov- 
ernment’s regulation bill was en- 





es taken out of all cor-| 


{Camel show starting March 28 as 





hanced when Federal Communica- 
tions Commission Chairman Frank 
R. McNinch came out for some type 
of fee. Without specifically advo- 
cating any formula, MeNinch said 
he favors ‘some sort of a reasonable 
1ax,’ possibly a straight charge for 
permits. 

‘They enjoy this broadcasting 
privilege granted by the government 


and if for no other reason they ought 
to pay) some reasonable tax to sup- 
That 


port the regulatory agency. 


| 


| 


would not be a great amount,’ boss 


regulator said. 


‘I have not worked 


out any basis of a tax that I would 


be willing to recommend at present. 


, 


How far Congress might go in 
plastering special taxes on the in- 


dustry is anybody's guess. 


Small 


faction operating on the soak-the- 
rich theory thinks a stiff scale should 


be imposed. 


But the slant taken by 


MecNinch indicates a nominal amount 


would receive the support of the 
commish, 
If the McNinch view prevails, 


there js little for radio to fear, ex- 
Cost of running 
the FCC is in the neighborhood of | 6:45 spot it holds on WGY, Schenec- 
$1,750,000 per annum, but this is not | tady, even though NBC has sold the 
wholly attributable to broadcasters. | preceding 10 minutes to Chesterfield 
Exact division of the amount spent |for the same type of program, a 
1o regulate telephone and telegraph ; 


cept the principle. 


industries has not been calculated. 


The industry was caught by sur- 
prise when Congressman Thompson 
reveaied he plans to register senti- 


ment on the wattace levy. But if it 
is on its toes, broadcasting can easily 
throw up a stout defense. 
pointing to the sum already paid in 


Besides 


form of Federal income, profits, and 


TO PAY FOR F.C. C. UPKEEP 


+ 





Tax Committee 





Washington, March 1. 
Group which will Hsten to 
the radio industry’s slant on 
wattage taxes or licensee fees 
bam : consists of three Democrats 











tional is fodder for the attorneys. 
Likewise the matter of whether 
radio should pay the entire cost of 
jadministering the Communications 
| Act, with telephone and telegraph | 
businesses getting off scot free. But | 
a nominal charge for the privilege | 
might be defended and if carefully 
written a law of this nature would 
ng by 





WHELAN STORES IN 
LINE FOR AIR SHOW 


Whelan drugstore chain is in the 
market for a radio show. Design 
calls for national coverage, since 
outfit has stores in key cities. United 
Cigar is the parent company of 
Whelan. 

Drug firm has never had a net- 
work nor a national campaign. Whe- 
lan is dealing direct with indie pro- 
| gram ‘idea’ profferers and producers, 
with no agency involved. 


ASSIGN COLGATE ACCTS. 


Halo and Vel Go to Benton & 
Bowles of Chicago 
Chicago, March 1. 
Benton & Bowles—Chicago agency 
/—reached into New York and Phil- 
adelphia last week and snatched off 
than the Boyvlan-Payne proposition. |two more Colgate accounts, being 
| Wisconsin lawmaker would charge $1 | awarded the advertising for Halo 
| for anything under 1 kw, $2 up} Shampoo and Vel, which is a soap- 
| to 5 kw, $3 up to 15 kw. $5 up to 25 | suds product. 
kw, and $10 over 25 kw. This makes it a quartet of Colgate 
SSeS accounts which the new B. & B 
agency has gotten. Both of the lat- 
EDDIE CANTOR IN ter two accounts were formerly han- 
dled by the N. W. Aver agency. B. 
ESTY CONFERE CFS & B. take over these accounts as of 
vu April 1. 


While tentative plans have been 
arranged for both accounts by Ben- 
ton & Bowles, including a complete 
radio schedule for each product, no 
Cz schedule has yet been set for them. 
SNtor | Discussed for the Halo shampoo 


; i. account is a Hollywood chatter col- 
land and Philadelphia for the Shrin- umn, relying on flash news items 


ers, during his windup for Texaco. . 

; rather than gossip. 
Deanna Durbin also came east with | g P 
the comedian. 


Cantor will tee off the first few Ben Rocke’s ‘Band of Wk. 


shows from New York, on his new 
commercial, figuréng the East now | 
fertile source for guesters. | Ben Rocke, indie program pro- 
— | ducer, is laying out another show for 
Hollywood, March 1. | Mutual web, which will be offered 


Eddie Cantor had the courts ap-|for co-operative sponsorship. Pro- 


have a 50-50 chance of gett 
the Supreme Court. 

The chief attention so far has been 
given the Bovlan bill, which was 
written by Communications Com- | 
missioner George Henry Payne and 
is conditionally backed by the Inier- 
nal Revenue Bureau. Applying only 
to commercial stations, this measure 
embodies a juice levy ranging from 
$1 per watt for transmitters under 1 | 
kw to $3 on plants using over 10 
i|kw. Would mean a $i.500,000 an- | 
nual donation to the Treasury for 
super-power broadcasters and $150,- 
| 009 for existing clear-channelites. 





Stiffer scale is suggested in the 
| Sauthoff bill, which is founded on | 
| the same principle and would up the 


| industry’s bill about $3,500,000 more 


Eddie Cantor went into his first 
huddles with Bill Esty on his new 


soon as he hit New York. 
has two weeks of personals in Cleve- 











prove his seven year term contract| gram will be titled ‘Band of the | 


with 12 year old singer, June Harri- | Week,’ and will be backboned by a 


son. ;series of single-shot guestings by | 


Salary starts at $50 weekly and | name orchs, 
reaches peak at $1,000. | Current on Mutual, under co-op- 
7 |erative bankrolling, is another Rocke 


Lehn & Fink Folds 2 


: | 
Lehn & Fink folds two of its day- | Connie Boswell Pacted 
time shows on Columbia April 1. One| Connie Boswell has been put un- 
is Pebeco’s ‘Follow the Moon’ and) ger contract by MGM for the Max- 
the other, Lysol’s Dr. Allan Roy | we}) House show until April 9. 
Dafoe-Lindsay McPhail combo, Booking was cleared through the 
Each will have had a run of 26|Hollywood office of Rockwell- 
weeks. | O’Keefe. 


show, George Jessel’s ‘30 Minutes in | 


Hollywood,’ which airs each Sunday 
evening. 





| chains who supervise 93° of the wattage. 








Tydol Peeved at NBC, but Continues 





‘Built 6:45 Sports Show on WGY—Now Chesterfield ‘© 


Steps In at 6:35 with Same Type Program 


Tydol is determined to stick by the, Chesterfield’s sports 


from New York. 


sports review. Oil refiner has taken 
the position that it has too great an 
|}investment in both the spot and Leo 
| Bolley, the local sportscaster that it 
has been carrying on its payroll for 
{two years, and that by selling the 
| preceding period for a like type of 
show NBC has exercised a dubiou 
isense of business gratitude. NBC 
manages and operates WGY. 


of Chicago and several 
which have 
portion of 
time. 


their 


Schenectady the originating point 
Lennen & Mitchell is the 
agency. 


review will 

follow the five-minute news period 
which starts at 6:30 and emanates 
Hookup will take 
in all the NBC m & o stations east 
affiliates 
greed to give up this |! 
network-exempt 
Bolley airs over WGY three 
nights a week and does three more 
weekly broadcasts for the same ac- 
count over WFBL, Syracuse, with 
P | Johnny Dillon new special-events teacher 
vao 


Defend Radio! 


a 


(Reprinted from Variety, April /4, 1937) 


Radio Needs Smart Answers 





Individual reform groups existing primarily on their own fancy leiter- 
heads or in the stuffed fronts of their own organizers and promoters need 
not be taken too seriously. They usually show themselves up by revealing 
the hollowness of their membership claims and the dubious sincerity of 
their recommendations. But while the professionally-organized protest 
may be counted upon to spend its*energy, in due time this does not mean 
that the radio broadcasting industry can be complacent. It will be beset 
with an increasing pressure of criticism and it will need to evolve a tech- 
nique of defense. 

Reform elements, have made the motion picture industry miserable with 
arbitrary limitations and rules. Pictures were vulnerable to attack through 
state legislation imposing box office and other taxes, setting up censor 
boards to harass the producers. Film biz made its peace and keeps that 
peace at an expense in lobbying and constant vigilance that might wel] 
frighten those who look ahead in radio to the grim possibilities. 


Fortunately radio programs, all things considered, are remarkably cl uste, 
innocuous and without anything that most people would consider a threat 
to morality. This halts the reformers at the start, but a reformer’s zea! to 
regulate other people is a steady flame that never goes out. 

Legislation aimed at radio has bobbed up in half a dozen states. Most 
of the proposals are crank stuff and self-defeating by their sheer absurdity 
and extremity. But they point the direction of the breeze. In several 
instances they have had the healthy result of stirring broadcasters 10 
activity in their own behalf. It is well to remember that any business co 

| much in the public eye inevitably draws the avaricious eye of the taxe 
hungry politicians who find cheerful allies in the grouch-ridden elements 
that have spleen to vent. 

Schools, colleges and clubwomen constantly talk about the alleged su- 

| periority of the British system of broadcasting. This ceaseless propae 
ganda has made converts. Make no mistake about that. It isn’t that these 
converts are numerous enough in themselves to force any radical changes 
but they form the rooting section behind the pickaxe brigade that would 
| like to tear down commercial radio to build, in its place, what they naively 
believe would be a superior type of radio. 

Gianni 

| Typical of many of the attacks made upon radio broadcasting is the just- 
published Vanguard volume, ‘Not To Be Broadcast,’ by Ruth Brindze. 

| It’s a sample of protest literature and radio may as well start- getting 
smart with some answers. Witness the experience of the drug and food 
boys and the advertising biz itself. 


New book depicts the radio situation as being in the hands of three 
Chains in turn are in the hands 
of bankers and big advertisers, atop of which the newspapers are crowd- 
ing in. And astride the whole heap is the F. C. C., which is accused of 
political tinkering as well as exercising a law both forbidding and demand- 
ing censorship. In short, the F. C. C. can’t censor; but it can revoke licenses 
because of public interest, convenience and necessity. These propositions 
are depicted as mutually contradictory. 

Cited are some 35 cases of alleged censorship. And some proffered so- 
lutions. One is a government network paralleling the commercial system. 
Others: (1) free discussion periods for controversial topics without liability 
to stations: (2) checking domination of the air by small groups; (3) period- 
ically announcing ownership of stations and propaganda groups, ana (4) 
abolition of the president's emergency take-over powers of radio. 

Just how ‘liberals’ can advocate a government web, and at the same time 

/ ‘check domination of the air by small groups’ without being contradictory, 
| especially after accusing the government of hocus-pocus in connection w ith 
| the F. C. C., isn’t clear. It also isn’t clear whether the cases of so-called 
| censorship are all the cases available, or what part of them. In which 
event this type of documentation is haywire as a sample, because no indi- 
‘cation is given as to censorship being large or small. 








This is not to discredit sincere efforts at improvement. But liberals 
arguing against monopoly are apt to get off on the wrong foot. Radio 
admittedly is willy-nilly because it is highly subject to ‘public feeling, 
| which means that you can’t call a guy a liar over the ether, nor can you 
|advertise goat glands. Chains have been as sensitive to this as anybody 
and plenty of errors have been made, not because the boys were trying to 
'take the public into camp, but because they got dizzy wondering where 
to jump. 





In short, radio is pretty sensitive to pressure of any kind. And this is the 
best guarantee to date of no tomfoolery. Checks of various kinds more cr 
less cancel each other out. 





| It’s easy to poke up reform, but the question is: what kind? How zbout 


| the various screwball movements advocating this or that, and then selling 
' out lock, stock and barrel to the boys with the money? In finding banker 
connections, it might be interesting to investigate a few of the protest 











| crowd. ae 
PETE NELSON RESIGNS | ELLIOTT ROOSEVELT 
John Laemarr Succeeds Him at 


LIVES IN FT. WORTH 


Chicago, March 1. Elliott Roosevelt, Hearst Radio, 

Pete Nelson resigned yesterday | Inc., prez, has taken his family back 
(Monday) as radio time buyer for |to Fort Worth. Move was described 
Blackett - Sample - Hummert | by his office as having no special 

significance. It was said that he will 
shuttle between Texas and New 
York from time to time. 

One of Roosevelt’s youngsters has 
suffered considerably from tonsillitis 
since the family came to New York 
in January, and the missus has been 
dle the radio assignment. Laemarr |€xpressing a preference for her 
moved into the radio office last week | southern home. 
to start learning the ropes. 

Nelson, who was formerly with 
the Mutual web here as sales exec., 
has made no decision as to new con- 
nection as yet, though considering 
several offers which has come up. 


Blackett-Sample-Hummert 
| —— 





agency after more than a year with 
{the agency. His resignation slated 
|to become effective as of April 1. 

P. G. Parker, general manager of | 
B-S-H here, has brought in John 
Laemarr, assistant to George Mc-| 
Givern, B-S-H space buyer, to han- 


Miss Nebraska Gets Job 
Lincoln, March 3 

Ruth Jones. who won the title cf 
Miss Nebraska of 1936. has beer 
added to the KOIL staff as a stew- 
ardess. , 

She’s being groomed by e voice 
. meanwhile and tt 
chief at WFAS, White Plains. Form- eventually ‘setae ia here on he 
jerly with WNYC, N. Y. | air, ‘ . bes 
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scription 


or Friday. 


ation. 


called in to state its differences. 


effect by April 1. 


or electrical transcriptions.’ 





Ban on the use of its members for phonograph record and 
recording has been lifted by the American 
Musicians indefinitely, pending the discussions on the 
ternational’s licensing form between the AFM’s executive board and 
representatives from the recorders’ camp. 
start ut AFM headquarters in New York either tomorrow (Thursday) 


Transcription delegation, consisting of Mark Wood, 
rence Morris, RCA Victor v.p., and David Mackay, 
sel. met Joseph N. Weber, AFM prez, at the latte: 
afternoon (Tuesday) for a preliminary talk. Call at 
necessary because of a strike of the building service employees in the 
skyscraper occupied by the AFM which put a stop to elevator oper- 
Transcription element will receive first attention 
AFM board and after the latter have had a chance to go over their 
objections to the proposed license form the phonograph group will be 
Indications are that the objections 
will be compromised by the union and that the license idea will be in 


Transcription and phonograph men have centered thei 
in the license form on the provisions which have to do with shutting 
down service on ‘broadcasting stations, hotels, cafes and other places 
of amusements which the Federation considers unfair to it or place 
any one of them in a position to make use of any such phonograph 
1 The recorders claim that as drawn these 
provisions constitute saddling them with the obligation of conducting 
secondary boycotts, which would be in violation of the law. 


tran- 
Federation of 
terms of the in- 


These talks are slated to 


NBC v.p.; Law- 
RVA Victor coun- 
s home yesterday 
Weber's home was 


from the 


objections 








KYSER SHOW 
TO SUCCEED 
POWELL 


After time on 


NBC red, 77 stations, coast-to-coast, 


renewing for the 


| 
| 
| 


EMPLOYES’ SHOW CLICKS 


NBC Blue Shindig Saturday After- 
noon Drew 20@ Attaboy Letters 


NBC cites the receipt of over 200 


fan letters as proving that there 
must be a sizable listening audi- 


| letters 


Lucky Strike goes off March 23 with | 
the ‘Your Hollywood Parade’ show | 


(Dick Powell) and, instead, brings in 
Kay Kyser to do his Kyser Musical 
Klass starting March 30. 
been on WOR-WGN, out of Chicago, 
and the American Tobacco Co.'s re- 
action to the more than 40,000 let- 
ters he pulled in the three weeks’ 
time over this two-station hookup 
prompted the switch to N. Y. 

Kyser has been at the Blackhawk 
Cafe and he must now effect a con- 
tractual compromise as he’s set un- 
til June 1. Kyser plans a hotel spot 
in N. Y., otherwise he'll do dance 
dates around N. Y. in between his 
broadcasts. 


G. W. Hill’s Interference 
Hollywood, March 1. 


Warners-Lucky Strike show which 
goes off the air 


ence on the blue (WJZ) link Satur- 
day afternoons. What brought the 
was an ‘NBC Employees 
which went the network’s 
m. & o. stations the weekend before 
last. Opposition of this one-timer 
was the Metropolitan Opera broad- 
cast. 


Show’ 


The quoted 200 did not include 
the response from relatives of the 
; participating employees. Some of 
the writers thought that the em- 
ployee show ought to be made a 


Kyser has | 


| heard, A. C. Neilson, merchandise in- | 
after March 23) 


broadcast was a case of nobody be- | 


ing too happy due to the restric- 
tions placed on the show by George 
Washington Hill. 
expressed several 
insistence on bringing in 
players and each week 
song numbers that could be used on 
the program. 


First intimation of a rift between 


the studio and Hill came several 
weeks ago when Powell let Hill 
know in so many words that he 


didn’t care to be told how to sing 
a song. Understood that Hill ob- 
Jected to Powell's” rendition of 
‘Dinah’ and let go with a long tele- 
type message to the Lord & Thomas 
olfice here after the show. Another 
objection by Powell was that sones 
were changed on day of the bread- 


Cast which did not give him suffi- 
cient time for rehearsal. 
Luckies’ Hollywood Parade was 


produced by Tom McAvity and Cy 
Nathan, and directed by Paul Mun- 
ro, all of the Lord & Thomas staff. 
(Trade opinion in 
that after a 
Show has 


New York ts 
weak start the Warner 
displayed marked im- 
b'orement as an entertainment with 
Several recent broadcasis highly 
commended). 


Our Gang Offered 


Hollywood, March 1. 
Hal Roach’s Our Gang is being 
9ilered for radio by William Morris 
vilice 
Dea! 


ities, 


would include studio facil- 
writers and director of the film 
shorts. So far no takers. 


| VARIETY, 


Resentment was) 
times over Hill's | 
outside | 
listing the | 


| Burners. 


regular thing. 


“VARIETY’S’ BOB LANDRY | 
TO SPIEL FOR BBD&O 


Batten, Barton, Durstine & Osborn 
agency is holding its semi-annual 
intra-organizational meeting all day 
today (Wednesday) at the Hotel Am- 
bassador, N. Y. About 85 members 
of the various offices in session. 

For the first time outside speakers 
will be brought in. Two 


ventory survey-taker of Chicago, and | 


Robert J. 
who 


radio editor of 


again 


Landry, 
will 
his chin. 


George Griffin on Quarter 
Hr. for Master Oil Burner 


George Griffin, baritone, leads a 
list of talent scheduled to go on the 
air weekly for Master Craft Oil 
Show will go out over the 
NBC blue network, with the initial 
airing pencilled in for March 22, 7:45 
to 8 p.m. 

Verleye Mills. harpist: 
phone, and Dorothy Dreslin, soprano, 
are other acts. 


Philip Morris Seeking 
prer looking for 
Prefer- 


and the 


will get 


Philip Morris ciggies is 


a third network program. 
an ‘idea’ layout 


that Mutual 


ence 1s tol 

probability is 

the show 
Two current Morris. pr 


grams, 


‘Johnny Presents’ on CBS and Russ 
Morgan's dance music on NBC-red, 
will keep going. 


Biow agency, New York, has been 


interviewing extensively for succes- 


sor to writer-producer Charles Mar- 
tin. Frank Reddick-John Lay, direc- 


tor-writer team, heard last week 
| Jack Johnstone. author of ‘Buck 
Rogers. air series, inside- 


| Hollywood 


looks 
tracked for the writer a 
with a director still unpicked. 
Martin 
(Wed.) for 


off to 
Uni- 


director 
today 


Retiring 


| versal film job 


+ =e 
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PETRILLO URGES 


t 











Chicago Local Suggests to 
Joe Weber That Action 
Now Be Taken Against 
Non- Network Stations — 
Leverage Is Use of Union 
Music Via Mechanics 


CLAUSE 34 


Chicago, March 1. 


General open meeting for all sta- 
tions not affiliated with the networks, 
is the proposal of James C. Petrillo, 
president of the Chicago Federation 
of Musicians, as the means of reach 
ing a settlement on the new record- 
ing license setup of the American 
Federation of Musicians. This pro- 





will be} 


lead with | 


Charles 
| Paul, organist; Harry Brever, vibra- | 


signment } 


posal was made by Petrillo last week 
(in a letter to Joe N. Weber, president 
of the AFM. 

It is Petrillo’s contention that these 
non-affiliate stations are most af- 
fected by the new AFM license on 
recordings since these non-network 
| stations are primarily dependent on 

platterized entertainment for their 
transmitters. 


recent negotiations be- 
tween NBC and Petrillo over the 
new musicians contract, the clause 
which is considered the fundamental 
item of the license agreement is that 
which refers to the servicing of sta- 
tions which are listed as unfair to 
|the American Federation of Mu- 
sicians. In the by-laws of the broad- 
casting agreement this is Known as 
clause 34. 


As in the 


In the recording license agreement 
is the third clause, subdivision (a), 
| reading as follows: “That the licensee 
| will not sell, lease or grant the use 
of any phonograph or electrical 
transcription recordings to any radio 
station, hotel, cafe or any other place 
of amusement which the Federation 
considers unfair to it or place any of 
them in a position to make use of 
any such phonograph or electrical 
transcriptions.’ 

At the time of the NBC negotia- 
tions here the network officials ob- 
jected to the clause forbidding the 
servicing of shows to stations de- 
clared unfair, stating that it was in 
| violation of the Sherman anti-trust 


‘laws since it constituted a secondary 
boycott. Petrillo contended (and 


won his contention) that if the sta-| 
tion declared unfair refused to use) 


and hire AFM musicians directly in 
| their own studios, then the station 
had no right to the use of AFM mu- 


|sicians indirectly from other sta- 
, tions on the network. 
This clause is bringing about 


plenty of discussion, but indications 
are that the AFM will not change its 
determination to keep recordings of 
AFM musicians off all stations which 
are declared unfair to the AFM and 
| which therefore do not use AFM 
members directly. 

AFM recognizes that it faces a dif- 
ferent problem in reaching a settle- 


'ment with the non-affiliate stations, 
since these outlets are generally 
small watters with little national 


outlook. Since they are a_ hetero- 


geneous mass, it is felt that only 
through open meeting can any gen- 
eral plan be reached 

Musicians union expect every 
station to make some use of live mu- 
sicians, and if not, expects to place 
the stations not using live talent on 


the unfair list. and thus prevent re- 


|cording companies from supplying 
those stations with platterized en- 
tertainment. Thus, the crux of the 


entire AFM power ovel the non-al- 
filiate stations ts 
its license agreement with the source 


seen i 


xf the non-affiliates’ entertainment 
the recording studios 
Likely that the meeting will be 


held in New York or Chicago, with 
AFM prexy, Joe N. Weber, and the 
'exec board, expected to take action 
on the Petrillo recommendation some 
time this week and call the mecting 
for late in March 


ON-AFFILIATE 








‘Nat Abramson, WOR, 
‘OPEN MEETING CBS, Map Club Deal: 





maestro recently, just before 
one of his Lucky Strike broad- 
casts, by setting the clock ahead 
so that they suddenly ‘dis- 
covered’ they had but two min- 
utes to spare and three num- 
bers yet to run over. To top 
off the rib, they staged a prop 
argument with their  leadei 
over his temperamental out- 
bursts and a couple of the key- 
men pulled a prop walkout 

Himber went for it and prac- 
tically fainted off the bandstand 
before tipped off the clock was 
12 minutes fast. 


State Local Delivery 
By “Announcer on Duty’ 
Favors Blurb Waxings 











Chicago, March 1. 
Agencies have veered away from 


the simple mailing of spot announce- | 


ments continuity to stations and 
leaving it up to the station to put it 
on as they see fit. Agencies and 
sponsors have found that this isn’t a 
trustworthy system in many cases, 
with the result that there has been a 
Ss..ong tendency among agencies and 
advertisers to record these announce- 
ments so as to make certain they 
will be produced correctly instead oj 


merely being read off tonelessly and | 


colorlessly by any station announcer 
who happened to be on duty. 
Frigidaire has _ just 
series of 124 announcements through 
the Lord & Thomas agency. 
Also the Rit firm has platterized a 


series of special announcements 
through the Earl Lugdin agency, 
which brought in producer Les 


| Weinrott to handle the direction on 
| these blurbs. Both waxed at RCA 
Victor studios. 


TUSSY, VICK FOLD UP 
IN HOLLYWOOD SOON 


} Hollywood, March 1. 

| Two other Coast shows besides 
| Luckies also mute this month. Lehn 
& Fink’s Tussy musical, with Ivan 
Ditmars ensemble and Ray Hen- 
dricks, vocalisteends a  26-week 
stretch March 3. Bill Goodman pro- 
duced for William Esty agency. 








Jeanette MacDonald washes up her | 


26 weeks with Vicks March 20 and 
the Coast edition of Open House is 
shuttered for the summer. Program 
is spotted in the east opposite Jack 
Benny. 

Both are on Columbia. 


Anthony’s KFT Salutes 
Hemmed-In Hometown 
Los Angeles, March 1. 


Last Friday (25) more than 600 
pairs of ears were glued to loud 


speakers on tiny Mackinac [sland in 
Lake Michigan tu listen to a special 
salute from station KFI. Mackinac 
is virtually isolated from the rest of 
the world this time of year. 

Fach year inhabitants await the 
salute from KFI after Mayor George 
issues his official procla- 

The rarie C. An 
favorite son of the islander 


Chambers 
mation reason: 
thony, 
en born there, is owner ol 


KFI-KECA and distributor ol 


ng b 


{for club 


produced a |} 


Herb Rosenthal, 
Await Approval 


+ 
Musicians’ Humor | Herbert Rosenthal, mgr. of the Co- 
lumbia artists bureau ind = Nat 
Dick Himber’ musiciar Abramson, head of WOR’s talent 
framed their temperamental booking office, have worked out a 


deal whereby the latter organization 
made to CBS 


Arrangement, 


will fill all inquiries 
entertainers. 
which calls for a 


split on commis- 


sions, has to be Law- 
rence Lowman, CBS v.p., and Alfred 
McCosker, WOR prez, both of whem 
Move 


withdrawal of 


approved by 


are currently out of the city 


means the complete 





Columbia from the club booking 
field. 

Inquiries to Columbia will not be 
referred direct to the WOR Artists 
| Bureau but rather to the Radio 
| Quality Service Group, the former's 
| holding CBS 
doesn’t like the idea of having to tell 


corporation, because 


a talent customer that it can have its 
| filled by another network or 
| station. The RQSG will take the 
j enter and pass it on to the WOR 


| Artists Bureau. 
| 


needs 


‘TUNE-OUT WIP 
CAMPAIGN BY 
C10 


Philadelphia, March 1. 

campaign’ against WIP 

the CIO last 
More 85,000 
this area are now 


Tune-out 


was voted by here 


Thursday night. than 
CIO members in 


in the process of receiving instruc- 


tions that ‘good unionists’ don’t lis- 


ten to the Gimbel-owned station 
Campaign results from the firing of 
Sandy Guyer, WIP gabber, allegedly 
for union activity. 

New ‘tune-out’ tack follows boy- 
cott of the Gimbel department store 
Boycott and 
picketing of the store has never been 


pushed 


voted a month ago. 
or very successful because 
of CIO fears of causing embarrass- 
ment to other unions working under 
contracts in the store. 





American Communications Associ- 


ation, CIO unit representing all pan- 


elmen and some_ gabbers here, 
charged this week that Philly sta- 
| tions are making systematic attempt 
to ‘pick off one by one’ advocates of 
| organization for the announcers. 

| Joe Kehoe, ACA organizer, claim- 
ed that station managements have 
obtained possession of a ‘etter sent 
out last September over the signa- 
tures of six spielers from various 
outlets and are now in the process 
of firing the six. Sandy Guyer, for- 
mnerly of WIP, and Allen Kennedy, 
late of KYW, both of whom have 


been recently canned, were signers 
of the letter. 

A third inker has been getting 
continually reprimanded lately and 
is in a precarious position, Kehoe 


maintained 


or Pack Willard Reported Loath 
( cars for California NO auto F : : 
obiles are allowed on the island To Join CBS, New York 
a ; A. D a 3 > Willa J nl rf 
‘Double Everything’ Off | wsv, wesminsion, is reprint 
Nave : oifered the poo rf iS- 
| tant to W. B. Lewis, CBS v. p. and 
Chicago, March ! / director of broadcast I ilso un- 
Wrigley ; dropping Double | derstood that Willard has exp ae | 
Everything’ show on March 20, slie- | a reluctance to give up his Washing- 
ing it off the Columbia web alter 4 | ton post and his home acros 2 bine 
13-week yvallop. n Alexandria, Va 
Will retain the Andrew Sist Professor Quiz’ is among » net. 
however, moving them to the ‘Poetic work program ties hat originated 
| Melodies’ 15-minute nightly trip lat WJSV\ 
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BOAKE CARTER 





With Eric Rolfe 
15 Mins. 
HUSKIES 
Daily, 6:30 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 
(Benton & Bowlcs) 

Pundit Carter pulled the subter- 

ranean pun of the weck when speak- 


ing of the sisters of King Zog of 
Albania arriving in the U. S. A. 
They were, he said coyly, hunting 
for husky husbands. And_ husky 


husbands are reared in wise families 
by rearing Huskies. If that classic 
absurdity in commercial advert'sing 


copy didn’t sweep away, at least 
momentarily, Carter’s prestige as a 
to-be-taken-seriously commentato! 
on major events, the auspices may 
count themselve extremely lucky 
or the American public extremely 
dopey 

Otherwise it w Phileo’s editorial 
write writing en for General 
Foods With a certain familial 
unction and a knack for making folk 
believe he’s giving ’em a peep be- 
hind the curtai He went to tow 
on allesed military prop nda be- 
hind the recent spy stories, and the 


said. and how 
been un 


net result of what he 
he said it. must have 


pleasant listening to the General 
Staff. 

Carter sounded nervous and made 
quite a few tongue-slips on his ret- 
away. Land. 


BURTON K. WHEELER 
With Fred Bailey 
Interv-ew 

15 Mins.—Lecal 
Sustaining 

Saturday, 12 Noon 
WORL, Besicen 

Double entendre and the recent 
Mae West brand of radio program 
has no place in the American home, 
said U. S. Senator Burton K. Wheele1 
of Montana in an interview over this 
indie s‘etion Saturday (Feb. 26) on 
Radio Censorship and Washington 
lighlights in connection with radio 
monopoly. 

Up from the NAB meet, Fred 
Bailey, station salesman, asked ques- 
tions which had Wheeler sizing up 
radio monopoly as dangerous, and 
citing Russia, Germany and Italy 
under such conditions. He sees 
large suver-power stations as mo!d- 
ing public opinion, a danverous as- 
pect. Ether belongs to the people 
of the country and should stay that 
way. Super-power stations are a 
growing menace. 

Massachusetts is asking for a State 
Radio Commission. Wheeler said 
that he doesn’t like them. Besides, 
radio is a national pronosition. 

He believes that radio should keep 
out of politics and expressing its own 
views, such as recent campaigns of 
John Shepard, III. tation should 
give pro and con of parties under 
question. but station should keep its 
own mouth shut, Senator declared. 

Norm. 


NBC NIGHT CLUB 

With Ransom Sherman, Clark Den- 
nis, Three Romeos, Bill Thompson, 
Betty Bennett, Harry Kogen Orch. 

Music, Songs, Comedy 


30 Mins. . 

Sustaining | a COWBOYS 
Thursday, 10:30 p.m. | ar Si 4 

WJZ-NBC, New York. | Sustaint - 


Just a little something to plug a 
hole in the NBC Blue network lineup 
Thursday nights; no occasion for ex- 
citement. Variety show originating 
in Chicago is pretty ordinary by any | 
standards and sounds particularly so | 
at this time of night, after the kilo- | 
cycles have for some hours throbbed 
with top-budget commercials. But 


no point in kicking the scrub team | 
| is that they novelize their singing by 


unduly. 

Ransom Sherman m.c.’s the festivi- 
ties, using an off-hand, let’s-all-be- 
one-big-happy-family style and (may- 
be intentionally) faltering delivery. 
On show caught (24) he offered one 
song, ‘As Time Goes By.’ Recitation 
forepart of the number was 
singing portion pretty bad and the 
final recitation inning ultra hoke. 

Three Romeos turned in a single 
job of harmony vocalizing, with a 
comedy teuch—about average. Clark 
Dennis, high tenor, pushed the per- 
sonality stuff on ‘Sweet As a Song’ 
and Betty Bennett gave the low, 
deep blues business to ‘Love Walked 


So-SO, 


In’—both fair enough. Bill Thomp- | 
son contributed a character comedy | 


_portrait of a long-winded, old-fash- 
loned Irish vaudevillian that was— 
long-winded and old-fashioned. 
Harry Kogen’s band was accept- 
able for the backgrounding and for 
open and close bits. Hube, 


BOB MARTINEAU 
15 Mins.—Local 
WHALEN JEWELRY CO. 

Daily, 12 Noon 

WTHT, Hartford 

Daily 15-minute vox pop follows 
usual pattern of questions and an- 
swers with asides thrown in for hu- 
mor. Questions used are those sent 
in by listeners and are mainly con- 
cerned with contemporary politics. 
current events and other like topics. 
showing public interest in those mat- 
ters. 

Laureat (Bob) Martineau conducts 
the interviews. Brings in quite a 
few plugs for the Whalen outfit. Each 
person who gabs receives a pass to 
a show. sometimes to a grunt and 
grean affair. , 
- Oftentimes a person who doesn't 
know what he is talking about but 
who wants to impress the folks back 
in East Granby or 











TALENT MILLS 


° 

No. 5—WCAU, Philly 

Ever since 1922, when Wil- 
son Durham directed activities 
from a packing-box desk in a 
loft over his father’s rad:o parts 
shop, WCAU's been picking 
‘em up and watching ’em waft 
away. 

Through it all, four principal 


sources were providing names- 
to-be. They were  Philly’s 
famed Curtis Institute of Music, 
the Horn & Hardart Kiddy Hour 
bly first of kind in coun- 
trv) < "weekly open nour on 
which any} iy who wanted to 
t ( these new-fangled 
¢ was Ve ]- 
f the r pots. Curtis 
vided from its student list 
( ad Th ult. Helen Jepson, 
Rose Bampton, Natalie Bodanya 
and Eugene Lowenthal, now 
C of CBS Choir. 





Hour sent up George 
ra one, now in Hollywood, 
Nicholas Brothers, Tony Dwyer, 


and Ezra Stone, George Ab- 
bott’s handyman. 

Best-known of the nitery 
product is Arthur Tracy, who 
emceed at the Club Lido when 
y knocked twice and whis- 
] 


pered, ‘Charley sent me.’ Go- 
ng down a list culled from the 
‘open hour’ and just plain au- 
ditionees, there are such names 
as Lyn Murray, of Bill and 
Ginger, Three Keys, Showmen, 
Agnes Davis, Jan Savitt, Ruth 
Carhart, Shirley Howard, Ed- 
die Garr, Al Bernie, Vincent 
Travers, Guy Renney and Alex- 
ander Kelberine, 

Daniel Boone for most of this 
talent was Stan Lee Broza, pro- 
gram director since 1923, Like 
other scouts, however, Broza 
has one select list about whict 
he just doesn’t talk. Included 
on it is Paul Douglas, Chester- 
ficid’s smooth gabber, whom 
Broza canned with those famous 
last words: ‘You'll never make 
an announcer.’ Also on the se- || 
lect list is Jean Sargeant, who 
was Jean Scull then, and whom 
Broza just couldn’t see. Too, 
there’s Ed Roeker, now coast- 
to-coasting with ‘Pick and Pat,’ 
and Irving Graham, cleffer of 
the score for Elsa Maxwell’s 
new Broadway onslaught, | 
‘Who’s Who,’ Carol Weymann, 
and. yes, Arthur Tracy. 

Of WCAU’s most touted prog- 
eny, Boake Carter, WPEN can 
say, ‘He first did English char- 
acter bits for us.’ 











| WABC-CBS, New York 


Saturday, 10.30 a.m. 


WREC, Memphis, feeds this weekly 
sustainer to CBS, and in doing so fills | 
in with a variety of semi-hillbilly | 





/LUM and ABNER 

| Dialog 

15 Mins. 

POSTUM 

| Daily, 6:45 p.m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 
(Young & Rubicam) 

A squib on the Boake Carter pro- 
gram just ahead reminds listeners 
to stay tuned in for Lum and Abner, 
employed by another brand in the 
General Foods line. Both programs 
made reference to prior 
sponsorship. Carter program men- 
tioned Philco by name. Postum did 


Braciou 


not so identify MHorlick’s, a rival 
beverage, but the acknowledgment 
of prior popularity was generous 
enough under circumstances. 
Rural character onened back 
Pine Ridge, Ark. heir n I il 
hometown But ll talkin d 1 
H woot Talking is the t 
word I sheer gab Quite 1 
f l nded talk without mucn 
1um é 1 with only the rustic 
VoCci 1 Tt set 1f up ¢& en ) 
Under Horlick the te 1! ed 
he re ( ICE and their lot t € 
film colony, to the consequent detri- 
ment of their authenticity. Here, for 
Postum, they get even deeper in 
trade gossin. They discuss ‘Gone 


with the Wind’ as a possible vehicle 
for their Pine Ridge Motion Picture 
Co., capital $1,100; they allude to 
‘In Old Chicagvo,’ and talk about 
burning down Pine 

they exhaustively exvlore the possi- 


bilities of doing their own version 

‘Snow White and the Seven 
Dwarfs.’ using grown-up dwarfs of 
Pine Ridge. 

It’s hard to believe that such ma- 
terial is bell-rinver stuff for a pair 
of Main Street hicks. It’s wheels- 
within-wheels, it’s insidey, it’s the 
theatrical profession talking itself. 


it’s expecting small town and small 
time people to be familiar with the 
table talk of the Brown Derby. No 
amount of simnvlification, no artful— 
and it is—effort to translate this 
theme into one syllable and blue- 
printed dialog, can quite get under 
the tent. 

Lum and Abner opened a conver- 
sation. Postum would do. better 
with a plot in which things are hap- 
nening, not being talked about. 
Beverage is sold strongly as a coffee 
substitute. Land. 


DICK WHITING MEMORIAL 
With Paul Leash’s band, Eddie Mc- 
Grath, the Smoothies, Victer Lin- 
foot, George Stark and Buddy 
Fields. 
Music, Songs, Interview 
30 Mins.— Local 
Wednesday, 2 p.m. 
WWJ, Detroit 
With death of songwriter Dick 
Whiting. who got his start in Detroit 
years ago, WWJ worked up a neat 
ether salute in his honor. 
Half-hour show included all Whit- 
ing’s pop tunes. opening and closing 
with his ‘Till We Meet Again.’ There 


| were songs warbled by Eddie Mc- 
Grath, tenor, who helped Whiting 


pen tunes years ago, and additional 
ones by the Smoothies, station’s 
femme trio. 

Buddy Fields reviewed highlights 
of Whiting’s career as gleaned from 
their intimate friendship, while Paul 
Leash’s band turned out more 
famous Whiting tunes, as well as one 
of his last numbers, ‘I’m Like a Fish 
Out of Water.’ Victor Linfoot han- 
dled the m.c. end. Pete. 





JOE FE. BROWN 
With Eddie Cantor 


howling and instrumentation that is | Guest 


a cut above such stuff in most of its 


30 mins. 


local-station form. | Wednesday, 8:30 p.m, 


Nice angle on the Jewel Cowboys 


doing Texas stuff which makes for a 
Rio Grande flavor. Some of the 
tunes are strictly Mexican with tango 
tang. Their prairie plaints are 
standard. 

Instrumentalizing is all good. A 
commendable local production feed 


to the web. Bert. 
ROSALIND RUSSELL 
Guest with Don Ameche, Edgar 


Bergen 
CHASE & SANBORN 
Sunday, 8 p.m. 
WEAF, New York 

(J. Walter Thompson) 

‘Holiday’ stage play and film 
served to emphasize new distinction 
i\for Rosalind Russell in her brief 
stint Sunday (27). 
of Linda, torn between her love for 
| Don Ameche and the respect for the 
|latter as her. sister’s fiance, Miss 
| Russell rang the buzzer loudly. 
| Miss Russell got across plenty of 


| personality. 
| with Charlie McCarthv 
|parity between the two was very 
much in evidence, particularly be- 
cause the dummy’s dialog wasn’t up 
to the usual par. 


HELEN HARDIN 
‘Everyday Words’ 
5 Mins. 
Sustaining 
M-to-F; 8 a.m. 
WGN, Chicago 

Not likely that this one has many 
listeners 
the early morning folk with 
spieling about the use of words. Dull 
palaver that won’t appeal to kids 
men or women. It might strike the 


Wethersfield | educators as nifty material, but no 


sticks his neck out and makes a sap | one else is going to coo over it. 


of himself instead. 


' 


Strictly a listener-chaser. Gold. 





Taking the role |! 


Also nad a brief to-do | 
but the dis- | 


because it is unlikely that ! 
take | 
jany time to lend an ear to this gal 


WABC, New York 
(Buchanan) 


Joe E. Brown ambled up to the 
mike Wednesday (23), emitted a 
multi-dimensional larrup from that 
| yawning cavity which created a mild 
furor among the Brown fans, but 
that was all there was to it. After 
j;his identifying yawn, Brown en- 
gaged in some inane banter with Ed- 
|die Cantor. Went over the old 
| friendship-of-long-standing with the 
studio audience probably getting the 
|only laughs when Brown occasion- 
ally opened his mouth. His radio 
stint suggested that he must be seen 
to be appreciated. 
Cantor and Brown then did a bur- 
lesque scene from ‘Mutiny on the 
Bounty,’ which went better, 





NATHAN FLEISHER 
Yiddish Commentator 
15 Mins.—Lecal 
SEARS, ROEBUCK 
Nightly, 9 p. m. 
WDAS, Philly 
Nathan Fleisher’s program was 
started as and continues to be an ex- 
periment by mail-ordery and_ its 
local agency, Lavenson Bureau, to 
snare Jewish trade. First and only 
show of its type ever heard in Philly. 
Lingual spieler’s aggressive com- 
ment has built up large audience not 
only among older, less-Americanized 
members of the 


race, but among 
younger Jews who understand but 
cannot read the language. Added 


interest in the nightly talks recently. 
of course. due to pressure on Jews 
all over the world. 

Yn show caught, Fleisher dis- 
cussed Austrian situash, background 
and possible outcome to the Jews. 
Created slight sensation at Christmas 
by urging Jewish observance of the 
, holiday, but from a spiritual, not 
| religious, angle. 
| Voice pleasing and command of 
language broad and basic. Herb. 


Ridge. Finally | 





Follow Up Comment 








Cliff Lewis, head of Paramount's 
‘studio advertising department, dis- 
leussed on a ‘Hollywood in Person 


‘guest date, various angles of pro- 
moting and_- exploiting pictures 


which are usually reserved for con- 
sideration within the trade and its 
papers. From the industry's view- 
point, Lewis’ most significant state- 
|ment was: ‘We may think we are 
‘great shakes out here, but 80% of 
the business Gone on pictures is east 
of the Rocky Mountains.’ 


vertising officés are situated in New 
York City; why the studio depart- 
ment keeps a steady flow of promo- 


tion material, publicity stories and 
exploitation ideas streaming east- 
ward. Lewis mentioned that Robert 
M. Gillen is general director of ad- | 
vertising for Paramount, with head- 
quarters in New York, although he 


spends much of his time on the 
Coast. 

Listeners probably found some- 
what interesting the speaker's story 
of how specific films Ike ‘The Bar- 
rier’ and ‘The Buccaneer’ were ex- 
ploited. 
| cnincconemanes 

Elza Schallert is one Hollywood 
commentator who merits a sponsor. 
| She hits the east 11.15 on WJZ-NBC, 
for 15 minutes, and dispenses her 
stuff in a chatty, casual and engag- 


|ing manner. She has guesters. Past 
Friday, when caught, Fred Mac- 
| Murray was the particular satel- 


’ 


| lite. MacMurray parred his hostess 
|style with an equally fetching and 
|}casually engaging crossfire which— 

being a cuffo—means that it couldn't 
| have been rehearsed much, hence it 


|must be mostly due to a skillful 
| script job. 

That’s probably Mrs. Shallert’s 
| 


contribution, besides her own expert | 


|style. She’s the wife of Edwin 
Shallert, the L. A. Times’ film crick 
|—perhaps the best out there. The 
|crosstalk re volved considerably 


|about MacMurray and Claude Bin- | 


|}yon (nee Bang on 
|}such palsy-walsies. They go duck- 
hunting together, etce., and it all 
stemmed from ‘Gilded Lily’ which 
Binyon authored as MacMurray’s 
Paramount debuter. Good audience 
|stuff, and it doesnt insult the 
initiates either. 


VARIETY) being 


Paul Wing’s recent NBC Spelling 
Bee between five members of Gene 
Kardos’ Roseland Band and the 
same number of hostesses at that 
| terp. spot was good Broadway pub- 
jlicity, if not an unusual demonstra- 
tion of spelling ability on con- 
testants’ part. Mac Orenback, gui- 
tarist, won first prize of $25, down- 
ing Marjorie Martin on a rather 
easy word, 





Edwin C. Hill selected a topic well 
suited to his style of commenting 
for the leadoff spot on his Lucky 
Strike program last Wednesday (23) 
over CBS. Date was the 50th anni- 
versary of the beginning of golf in 
America and Hill took nearly half 
his 15-minute stint to tell the story. 
It was engrossing yarn offering the 
spieler ample opportunity for his 
characteristic word-painting. Windup 
about the English cabinet crisis was 
only so-so. As he has shown a 
tendency to do in the past, Hill was 
overboard on sentimental thinking 
and colorful scripting instead of 
hard-headed analysis of the involved 
question at hand. Commercials again 
went in for the testimonial blurb. 
This time it was Dick Powell who 
taxed the listeners’ credulity. 








Gene Lester, candid cameraman, as 
a guester on Rush Hughes’ afternoon 
|program over NBC for Borden’s, 
zave closeups of Jack Benny. Fred 
Allen, Robert Taylor, Spencer Tracy, 
| Myrna Loy and Gladys Swarthout. 
| Taylor, said Lester, is a pleasant 
chap but is tough on shuttermen. 
| He will pose only in stock positions, 
wants no candids clicked when he is 
off guard, and likes to have makeup 
on—the latter because beard is so 
jheavy. Benny, said Lester, is the 
| easiest of radio topflighters to photo, 
| being at ease and natural under all 
circumstances. Allen is hard to 
snap. ‘He may deny it. but I have 
an idea he is a shy -guy—the lens 
makes him tighten up.’ 


Tracy, ‘a great actor.’ is always 
natural. Does not mind having his 
freckles photoed. Miss Loy definite- 
ly does. Lester said he threw away 





72 candid pictures because she did 
not like them. Statement on Miss 
| Swarthout was enigmatic—‘she takes 
better pictures than you would ex- 
| pect from looking through the cam- 
;era at her.’ Lester had been candid- 
| cameraing Hughes, who said he would 
| tell listeners when pictures were to 
| appear. 


Paul Martin’s smooth dansapation 


|out of San Francisco on a national] 
| NBC hookup is well worth broad- 
| casting to the entire nation. Martin 


| has a unique orchestral setup and a | 


style that’s different. It should com- 

j} mand attention of big league calibre. 
|The 3 Cheers are the vocal combo— 
|Hale, Gary and Hanna, and very 
good. 


| Phil Baker’s scrinters doing well 
| by the Good Gulf funster these nast 
| Sw Sundays. - His Charlie Chan 
wisecracks are consistent, and the 


Lewis made this declaration in ex- | 
plaining why Paramount's main ad- | 


———D 


GREATER NEW YORK FUND 

Fritz Reiner, Walter Damrosch, Jose 
and Anparo Iturbi, Lowell Thomas 

90 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Thursday, 9 p.m. 

Most New York Stations 


While glad to have contributed 
their bit to the public service re. 
quirements of the Federal Radio Act, 
New York broadcasters are wonder- 
ing whether the shrewd tactical 
stroke of the promotional folk behind 
the Greater New York Fund, Inc., in 
sequestering an hour and a half of 
local radio’s most popular listening 
time on its most popular night is the 
| forerunner to frequent like requests, 
If New Yorkers last Thursday night 


(24) wanted to hear the MGM chow, 
Bing Crosby, Major Bowes or any of 
their other weekly favorites they had 
no alternative but to fiddle around 


the dial in quest of the show on come 
distant station and a possible flock of 
static. 

For an event of its type the 


GNYF broadcast was well handled 
Sandwiching the speeches were per- 
formances by the NBC Symphor 
| chestra, with Fritz Reiner and Wal- 
ter Damrosch alternating on the 
podium, and Jose and Anparo Iturbi 
performing as a piano duet. The 
Center theatre, one of the John D. 
Rockefeller properties in Radio City, 
served as the scene for this meeting 
called by the social-conscious sect 
among big business to launch its re- 


lV OTe 


|} furbished community chest idea. 
The sneakers were Rockefeller him- 
self, James G. Blaine, banker and 


chairman of the fund, former Justice 
Joseph M. Proskauer and Ex-Gov. 
Alfred E. Smith, while Mavor Fiorel- 
lo LaGuardia and Lowell Thomas 
functioned as m.c.’s. The campaign, 
designed to gather $10,000,000 from 
corporations, businessmen and em- 
ployees, starts in May. 

Speeches were not without a politi- 
| cal tinge. Judge Proskauer put in a 
word of defense for big business and 
their votaries, while New York's for- 
mer governor assailed demagogues 
and assured his listeners that corpo- 
rations are not as cold and hard- 
hearted as certain quarters would 
have them believe. Odec. 





prolongation of the pattern is worth- 
while so long as the material holds 
;up that way. The quaint Oriental 
proverb motif, coupled with 1938 
| argot, is well attuned to the Baker- 
| Beetle-Bottle routine. 


George Jessel’s pseudo-explanation 


to Judy Starr what an oldtime 
vaudeville show was like shaped up 


jas a better idea on paper than in its 


| execution. Smith and Dale’s Hun- 
arian Rhapsody sketch was the 
|comedy piece de resistance and 


names such as Sam Harris. Max Gor- 
don, Bob Milford and Lou Sidney 
were adlibbed for the locals. 


In between the strenuous dialectic 
hokum had its in and out moments. 
| Jessel worked valiantly throughout 
in the comedy animal opener, the 
Bert Swor routine, as one of the 
quartet with the concluding parody 
| harmony to the Avon Comedy rou- 
| tine. and for the final reprised ‘My 
| Mother’s Eyes.’ 


It did demonstrate what oldtime 
vaudeville was like, but unfortu- 
nately for the sentimentalists they 
| will have to admit that the sample 
didn’t particularly flatter the original. 
, Viewed today, in the abstract—han- 
dicapped, of course, through only 
the aural appeal—it may prove anew 
|Just what was the matter with the 
old vaudeville pattern. For truth to 
| tell, under its more modern micro- 
| phonic adaptations, the recent para- 
|phrases have been much more 
| palatable, 








Robert Ripley’s program last Satur- 
| day (26) dramatized two incidents, 
| both basically similar and both hard 
| to credit. In one, Ripley passed the 
|buck for authenticity to Tom Ter- 
Tis, travelog director, who narrated 
_ his version of the missing wife found 
/a generation later frozen in_ ice. 
| Ripley’s alibi, the ‘or not’ part of his 
| title, is perfect, of course, but better 
| authentication, more details and 
| dates would certainly strengthen the 
| show, as their absence creates doubts. 


| If the Canadian bride was suffo- 
|cated while playing hide-and-seek, 
| why not mention where and when? 
| And if Tom Terris just happened to 
be making pictures in a remote part 
of New Zealand, why not the year 
and more details as to the circum- 
stances? 

Incidentally, that one about the 
bride being suffocated is a dramatic 
wallop. But as a parlor legend it’s 
been around for decades. Was told 
in New England at least 25 years ago, 
but without calling the unhappy 
bridegroom a French baron. 

Hardest to swallow was the anti- 
climax. When 32 years later the 
baron, an old man. found the skeleton 
| of his missing bride in a chest, the 
legal steps, necessary to settlement 
of her estate (why not officiallv dead 
after seven years?) disclosed that he 
had actually married his own sister! 
Rivley tosses this out and then duck: 
behind his ‘believe it or not.’ Its 
too much. 

Ripley is a good showman and he 
puts on a good show. But the e:- 
sence of his appeal is believabilit» 
| And these two stories. as handlea, 
| asked more credenée than adults in 
| general can summon on anyone s 
imere say-so. 
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Duplication of talent which al- oe University of Chicago Em- {ruled against a suit r damage ‘ . 
ance hegery bead gs Baer “ ii WOR special-evented a mike barking on Radio Depart- WI , : le t _ ee On COnEpIER uss ; # 
rams a SsSm«< al visi ) . le ro?’ home o i obtain tickets ft anv of e J | + °e" eee 
oneal is being podbean . itgrinedd = tilled ig Pe ge oy "Weeks, ment Ex pa nsion—Influ- ecanini. broadc; < t KFJI ; : ie 
Chicago. In this town, waere ea! Orch, composed of residents, ence of Benton Seen | personal letter to D c off, ( \ ( a z 
daytime script show Meng — =o played between spiels by the chairman of th NB d | W ‘ for the state in murcer a 
for eS eee tae a pont te WOR gang. . 7 signing her mal ame case Station had an open mike in +4 
ducers had fatten into the easy Island musikers were un- 1} which carries an Italian title the courtroom for remot ee | 
of using the same voices over and familiar with broadcasting and AGGRESSIVE || Requests from nobility are evi- Pi : ar m for remote pickups of 
over again for all shows, with _ kept picking up and handing —_——- |] dently musts, as two tickets ar- wae rina oe 
result that programs had a sameness back the continuity sheets |! rived by special delivery in the Defendant in the suit along with i, 
of voices, tone qualities and tonsil which the visitors let flutter to Chicago, March 1. | return mail, with the personal KFJI was Circuit Judge Edward V. ie. 
expression. the floor when the lines had New deal in radio policies has compliments of Sarnof Ashurst, who sat on the bench dure 

This sameness became so flagrant been read, been created for the University of Woman is 100% American. ing the case and who o.k.d the pres- 
that squawks came in from the Chicago by prexy Robert Maynard ence of the open mik« 
listeners, the stations, the Sponsors | Hutchins, who several years ago , Woman based her claim because 
and finally the agencies, in the order | gave the university its new deal in | | part of her testimony revealed she 
named. This has led to a aew en- Brewers (0-0 | educational formulas by junking the | | or regram had used narcotics under medical 
deavor on the part of producers here p old system of grades, class-work, ad- | jcare when ill years ago. Supreme 
to seek out new talent, and to try to | vancement, etc. Clearly seen in the |Court ruling made aé_ point that 
Fe rete CBS Sh | new setup, aside from Hutchins’ vd : mike presence was he same as 
grams. OW Has or Wes! é newspaper representation and had 
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Producers locally have from time 
to time recognized the tendency to 
duplicate the same talent on show 
after show but hesitated to try new 
voices, especially when dealing with 
agencies and advertisers not familiar 
with the business. They felt that if 
they used a standard name they 
could overcome any objection on the 
part of the agency or advertiser by 
pointing out that the particular per- 
former objected to was also on such- 
and-such and the so-and-so program, 
and therefore, must be good. It was 
a case of follow-the-leader, with pro- 
ducer B using Maggie Zich just be- 
cause producer A used her. 

Mass Audition 

To handle the auditioning of new 

people there is under discussion here 


the possibility of one general audi- | 


tion weekly for all producers, in- 
stead of having the producers indi- 
vidually listening to the entire list. 
This is figured as waste effort, with 
many hopeless voices getting audi- 
tions from producer after producer, 
where a general audition for all 
production men in Chicago would 
eliminate the chaff from the wheat 
in one sweep. If the general audi- 
tion plan should go through, it will 
likely be held on Saturday forenoon 
which is generally free of commer- 
cial script shows, thus permitting the 
attendance of the great majority of 
producers. 





American Stove Sponsers 
Hollywood Food Secrets; 


Waxed by Fan Mag Ed 


B.B.D. & O. is placing the third of 
a series of transcribed quarter-hour 
shows within the space of a few 
weeks, Latest account that it has put 
into spot broadcasting is the Ameri- 
can Stove Co. It’s a Hollywood gos- 
sip. idea, dealing mainly with the 
Stars’ ‘food secrets.’ Delight Evans, 
editor of Screenland Magazine, will 
do the tipping off. 

Chatter platters have already been 
booked with WSB, Atlanta; WTAM, 
Cleveland; KFI, Los Angeles; WCAU, 
Philadelphia; KDKA, 
KOIN, Portland, Ore.; KMOX, St. 
Louis; KGO; San Francisco, and 
KOMO, Seattle. Starting date is 
March 17. 

Other two waxed program ideas 
recently developed by B.B.D. & O. 
are ‘The Heart of Julia Blake’ (Arm- 








;on 


Pittsburgh; | 


Himber, Holtz 


A split network commercial, akin 
to the George Jessel program, starts 
CBS March 7, with the Brewers’ 


|Cooperative Radio Ass’n underwit- 
| ing. Each key city will plug a dif- 


|ferent local brand. In New York it 
will be Trommer’s. In all a dozen 
| different beers will be plugged over 
the 36-56 network hookup. In Phila- 
|delphia and Cleveland, the Glass 
Container Assn. will Six 
outlets are as yet unsponsored. The 
CBS link starts with 36 stations, then 
when time is cleared goes to 44 links 
two weeks later, and finally to 56 
stations, when more time is cleared. 
The beer that services New England 
will embrace the most outlets, about 
| five in all. 

Show is headed by Dick Himber’s 
| orchestra, Lou Holtz, Kay Thompson 
and Ted Husing; 30 minutes in length. 
Agnes Moorehead and a _ trained 
| seal, ‘Cecelia,’ rose also on the show. 
| The seal will stooge for Holtz, whose 
material will be by Billy K. Wells. 


sponsor, 


Husing will review the week in 
sports. U. S. Advertising is the 
agency. 


The 8-8:30 p.m. groove will come 
|on the heels of the new Eddie Can- 
tor-Camel show, although that doesn’t 
start until March 28. 


Hollywood Air Maybes 


Hollywood, March 1. 
Maybes of the fall include radio 
programs, now laid out on paper, 
with the following talent combina- 
tions: 

Deanna Durbin supported by Leo 
Stokowski a la ‘100 Men and a Girl.’ 
Dick Powell and Joe E. Brown. 

Groucho and Chico Marx. 

Bill Bacher is connected with all 
of these proposals as prospective 
| producer. 


Crosley Name Off Air 


Cincinnati, March 1. 











& Bowles ad 
vice-president at 


| ex-chief of Benton 
lagency, and now 
| Chicago University. 
While the new ether creation as 
| yet lacks clear definition, it promises 
|to have its main direction in put- 
|ting advertising-like technique and 
pep into the programs. Hutchins 
and his educational stamping ground 
have long contended that the radio 
policies of the educational world in 


| general are too feeble and anti- 
|}quated to be of any use. Conse- 
quently within the past few days 
the following moves have been 
made: 

a, Charles (Chuck) Newton, 
|formerly group copy chief of the 


iJ. Stirling Getchell 
|}agency in New York, has been ap- 
|pointed director of radio for the 
|university at a salary reputedly set- 


ting a new high for such a non- 
commercial post. 
| 2. Nancy Jane Kennedy (Mrs. 


|Chuck Newton) has been named as 
|promotion director for radio, She 
| hails from the promotion department 
lof Time magazine. 

3. Profs currently spilling their 
views of the University Roundtable 
network sustainer from Chi Uni- 
versity are being paid for their ver- 
bal efforts at the rate of $50 apiece 
per program. This innovation is 
revolutionary in educational circles. 

Barren Field 

Newton has Jately been surveying 
the radio policies of the educators, 
and like Hutchins and Benton, has 
arrived at the conclusion that the 





field is practically barren of ideas 
worth copying. Whole new setup 
will be talked over and put into 


Chicago, unlike several 
universities, has no radio sta- 


operation. 
| other 


allotted by the commercial fraternity 
in Chicago. The university belongs 
to the University Broadcasting 
Council which, in a pool, has han- 
died the radio end of the major uni- 
versities in the Windy City, but 
with the new setup on tap, it begins 
to look as though Chicago may pull 


course single-handedly. 

Charles Newton is turning in his 
resignation as Geichell group copy 
chief and exits on Saturday (5). 
With Mrs. Newton he will embark 
on that date for a short vacation in 
| Bermuda, following which the Chi- 
|cago tenure begins. 

Newton, before joining the Getch- 





advertising | 


tion of its own but depends on time | 


out of the pool and launch its own | 
|his party’s point of view in a 15-| 
| minute talk and was followed by | 


On 55 Stations 


Washington, 
Internecine 


March 1, 
war between labor 
unions may be carried direct .to 
| radio listeners via a new program 
‘inaugurated over WOL Saturday 
(26). 

Year-long contract for 15-minute 
weekly chats on labor news develop- 
ments of the week debuted from 
WOL and piped to WEVD 
sponsorship of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor. Re-enactment of 
happenings of interest to the wage- 
earners from the seat of government 





was supplemented for the opening 
by a 15-minute series of talks by 
labor bosses and friends, with 100 
prominent guests witnessing the 
spiels. Principal speaker was Frank 
| Morrison, veteran secretary of the 
| Federation. 


Program tentatively booked on 55 
stations, via transcriptions. 


SANKA RENEWS FOR 
6 WKS. THEN SKIPS 


Sanka Coffee has renewed for ‘We 
the People’ (CBS) through Young & 
Rubicam for another six wecks. Ex- 
tension will keep the Thursday eve- 
ning show going until] May 12, which 


for the current season. 





Program will stay on the shelf 
until early in September, when it 
again will be spotted on Columbia 


under the Sanka banner. This start- 
ing date will be five weeks earlier 
than the one which prevailed for the 
current run. 











| numbering 850 persons, many of them 
| Legionnaires. 

| Samuel A. Abbott, Communist or- 
ganizer for Erie County, presented 


Prof. John T. Horton, of the Uni- | 
| versity of Buffalo department of his- 
|tory and government, who argued 
| democracy’s side. 
Town Meeting has been on WBEN | 
since December and 
after the America’ 


1s 


patte rned 


Town Meeting 


under | 


will have given the show 32 weeks | 





| 

| 

| same right to present to the public 

| what occurred ata public trial. 

| American Bar Association has been 
spasmodically sounding off against 
radio pickups of criminal courtroom 

| trials, Association periodically scores 

| brash tactics of some types of news- 

| 

| 


| papers, also. 


Actors’ Union Dickerings 
Continue; NBC-CBS Merge 
On Employers’ Cause 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| Negotiations between the Ameri- 
can Federation of Radio Artists and 
the networks and advertising agen- 
cies are reported making ‘steady 
progress’ toward agreements. Hud- 
dles with the networks have 
‘reached the stage of discussion of 
terms and prices. AFRA submitted 
its proposals in writing and, after 
some study, NBC and CBS spokes- 
men offered a set of proposals. They 
| were turned down and the matter 
will now proceed with further dis- 
cussions, 

After receiving the AFRA pro- 
posals, the agencies sought a couple 
of weeks delay to make a survey of 
the situation and query their mem- 
bers. Expected the two groups will 
meet again this week. Although no 
agreement is yet in sight, the rela- 
|tions between the two groups are 
said to have remained friendly and 
\‘some progress’ is definitely stated 
to have been made. 

Negotiations committees  repre- 
,senting NBC and CBS are now 
meeting jointly with the AFRA 
reps. Explained that since Identical 
terms will be reached in agreements 
with both and that since the two 
networks’ officials would obviously 
confer on the matter, it was thought 
simpler and quicker to meet in 
unison. There is no set schedule for 
the huddles, Either side calls one 
| when it has considered a proposition 
|from the other and is ready to re- 
| port. 
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CARTER IN NEW YORK 
UNDER AUSPICES’ EYE 


Philadelphia, March 1 
Boake Carter, who switched to 
General Foods sponsorship last night 


strong Cork), and ‘School for Wives’ | . Dropping of me aera ae ell setup, was radio director for H. on NBC. Only an hour was pro- (Mond: y) is doing h first two 
(Pyrex), | ¢ orp. tag from station igen . 1€s a W. Kastor & Sons Co, |vided for the broadcast, but the eek of airing right under the noses 
| time breaks and program presenta- | - - question and answer pe d be me f GF, agency and CBS execs n 
SC b | tion announcements - 2 ee rule on | Buffalo, March 1. co heated it was extended go afte ew York to prevent repetition cf 
RIBNER 5, ESQUIRE Dedegy — aah Me Be Se | Threatened violence at Buffalo’s | the air time was exhausted, ] : — ent a i a ase Tate 
| day mers abels ie 1d with the Town Meeting of the Air on Satur- during the post ondeast diseu itly. GF, slightly jittery , out 
STORIES VIA WPA Only air labe : gg ollie ipso :|day (26) failed to materialize, The|that one of the Communist eee : ; pi 
call letters are the ‘nation’s station | | ; , F iaencnna ss Help | pathizers was asked to I il of CIO lift the eat of 
——. \for the super watter and ‘Cincinnati's | ‘OP?*, oe eee a * od ik lai Ricin , ” ( ‘ ( ~ 
Scribner’s and Esquire magazines | own station’ for WSAI. esmmry’ pee seusleniaiah =? ” “4 ns hee the affai e 3 eves 
pet given permission to the WPA ca iia a ees pomeaagaoe re ject I 5 that when the | : rUaG sh y 1 . } } a 
Tadio project to dramatize stories | ° : ; vie pa ake Nga pote: ae inn (#an % fost. T feare ‘ saand FER: 8 ban 
which have appeared in the pages of Jeanne Craig Joins Blair ;,. mabers hg eg Riemer ceed ¥ aaa Be od coc end | ; Mer first cou 
the mags. Publications, in giving the | Mrs. Jeanne Craig, widow of Nor- | wae: nas om | é | ’ if a 4 ym- eas Pt ago Regs = ome / 
0.k. gratis, expect only the plug on | man Craig, pioneer among station | Munist were allowed to weed en . ee wel me vi — Mix Chinst __o 
-the ozone. Editors contact the reps, is now in the New York office | But the omy ‘ epee ry hie “0 . ba er * nhoned af MI < 7, Ye 
authors involved and clear them also |of John Blair & Co. She recently | the soy, spornannelcertiggar A ee ae r “a 5 the Shen 3 caidas | alae Te een t} ae ie 
if possible, dissolved her partnership in Craig and obstreperous ( ommunist who = deno o ‘ ‘ , - ‘ ; he: _ a : av et er k appr | thei el _ fades 
Program will be labeled ‘Their | & Hollingbery. | was, in fact, asked to leave by mem- | the meet ‘ ats ea sa ae adi a take. kc wt aa ns 
Greatest Stories’ and starts over| Blair has been designated national bers of his own party, Communism Shea's Court Stree oRasrendear wale fag Shean , a C — 
WOR and Mutual Sunday (6). Will | representative for station WJAX, | angle did draw out the largest Town |“ vaude hou e but 1 ; dark ¢€ \ Rals ereal) “P pened ~— 
ride weekly, 8-8:30 p.m, Jacksonville, Fla., effective March 1. |Meeting audience of the season,'cept for special occasiur gare SEeiey Aas ee _— 
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Radio publicity continues to be olumn. N. Y. Post will occasionally 


hard to place in most > 
which are still feuding with the) the World-Telegram has practically 
ether. Ther are, however, several | a: unofficial law against using radio 


newspaper columnists 


ether chatter exclusively, but most of chain Exception to this is use of ‘en 
them use diversified material some of Norman Siegel’s feature on Satur- ne. 
which touches on radio lay b World-Telly N. Y. Sun 

Associated Pres has Charles [to ’ \ ! » on radio, but five way because he has to be so careful 
Bu'terfield writing one such column. N. % lat World-Telegram, How would it look to say the pro- 
Dintv Doyle of the N. Y. Journal- | Journal-American Post, New and’ ducer of ‘Babe in Distress’ 
American 1 ndicated on Sunday to Mirror have daily columns. Sun has learned to use a stop-watch until he 
tn Hearst chain Jack Scher. N. Y tropped it Saturday column and is was 39, and isn’t sure 
radio columnist for the Detroit Free ) isin technical stuff instead. | even now? 
Press Sunday supplement, does a Also uses one drawing a week of a Or that the owner of 
Screen and Radio Weekly. for the radio star (the man who listens to a program, 
Detroit paper which goes as a sup- Understood that agencies consider | says he enjoys it, but that it’s above 


plement to 27 papers. Virginia Vale a break in Alton Cook’s column in 
does a screen and radio column for the N .Y. World-Telegram the most; brags about never having gone 


Western Newspaper Union which des'rable locally, outside of a lead) high school or read a book. 

goes to 1,000 newspapers. Another is’ news story. | Or that the Iingenue v 
Maurice Merryfield, who does radio —_—__- dreamed of becoming an actress until 
features from Cleveland for the Chicago, Feb. 22 she met the sponsor a week before 


Central Press. Norman Siegel, radio As a class, show business press| the program started. (It 
editor of the Cleveland Press, re- agents deny any but an alcoholic re-| She was standing, waiting for 


leases through NEA and is used by lationship te their radio brethern.| buss, and there he was 


about 80 papers 


Radio Publicity Stil Shat Out Of 
Most Dailies; Columns Only Chance 











carried the following 
of a.m. programs: 
of Pepsin, 


newspapers take an exceptionally good story, but 


10:45-11: Sustaining. 


rrite = "eS as as the Scri s-H ard | : 
who write | features, as has the Scrippe-Boware | 11:15-11:30: Rapid 





Pays the Rent 


Station in Missouri last week 


9: 45-10: Dr. Caldwell’s Syrup 
10-10:15: Kruschin Salts. 
10: 15-10: 30: Sustaining 


10: 30-10: 45: Feen-a-mint. 


11-11:15: Calif. Syrup of Figs. 








the level of the radio 


Since a network press release! slowly along.) 


New York newspapers are very (‘George Doughsnapper, leading man} After all, there {is 


wary of handling anything dealing of ‘Babe in Distress’ serial, saves; fetching about the line 
The Daily door-knobs as a hobby’) was held up| Doughsnapper, leading man of ‘Babe 
y as the ideal of radio press work,|in Distress’ serial, saves door-knobs 
Maybe the scoffing| 
|show business press agents didn’t| 
But the radio press agent gets that! read it with enough understanding. 


with radio publicity. 


News will run a feeture occasionally 


om a acio personality 


mention of radio. Daily Mirror runs radio p.a.’s professionally. 
nothing on ratio outside of its radio 


sans direct show business p.a.’s have scorned/as a hobby.’ 
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BULL DURHAM ON AIR 


Roll-Your-Own Trying Transcrip- 
tions in Southwest Area Only 


Bull Durham, roll-your-own prod- 


uct of the American Tobacco Co., | 
moves into air advertising for the 
first time with a wax campaign | 


which will shortly be unleashed. 
Louise Massey and the Westerners, 
standard vaude and ozone act, will 
be the talent. Transcribing begins 
Monday (7). 

Recordings will be spotted thrice 
weekly, night-time, for 13 weeks. 
Campaign will be confined to stations 
in the southwest area only. Lord & 
Thomas is the agency. 


ARTISTS BUREAU 
FOR ITALIAN ACTS 


Pair of jointly operated part-time 
N.Y. indies WOV and WBIL have set 
up an artist bureau. Syd Leipzig has 
been put in charge. 

Object of bureau is primarily to 
book performers on stations for club 
and nitery dates. Predominate pro- 
grams on station are in Italian. Hyla 
Kiczales, who manages the broad- 
casters, thinks there’s a_ profitable 
field for 10°.ing talent which has es- 
tablished itself over the air in the 


Italian-tongue at affairs and in places | 


where the language is spoken. 


RALPH ATLASS DENIES 


RUMORS OF EXPANSION: 


Chicago, March 1. 
talph Atlass was the center of 
numerous reports and rumors last 


| week, all of which he emphatically 


and explicitly denies. 
There was talk that he was con- 
templating the formation of a small 


| network branching out of his WIND 
outlet to pick up the night time re- | 


mote control. orchestra music, par- 
| ticularly that of the Aragon-Trianon 
| hour. Atlass denies any such plan. 
Rumor-makers also whispered that 
| Atlass has a deal cooking to take 
over WWAE and WHIP, either in- 
dividually or both together. Atlass 
laughs this off, also, stating he isn’t 
interested in the acquisition of any 
station at this time, and he’s satisfied 
to go along operating his WIND and 
WJJD outlets. 


Joe Quillen, Izzy Ellinson 
Quickie Script Trip East 


Joe Quillen and Izzy Ellinson, 
writers for the Walter O’Keefe show 
for Packard, are due in New York 
from the Coast this Saturday (5) to 
script the comedian’s guest shot stint 
on the Sealtest show the following 
night (Sunday). 

Return to Hollywood immediately 
afterward, Deal set by Irving Lazar. 


| Gish Girls Together 


Dorothy and Lillian Gish make 
their first joint radio appearance as 
a team on the Kate Smith (General 
Foods) program tomorrow (Thurs- 
day) over CBS. 

Sisters will do a skit. They haven't 
been in a show together since they 
filmed ‘Orphans of the Storm’ for 
D. W. Griffith nearly 20 years ago. 

Set by Sammy Weisbord of Wm. 
Morris. 





Coca-Cola Changing 


Coco-Cola program is due for a 
revamping. Frank Crumit will prob- 
ably be followed by another m.c. Ed 
| East of East and Dumke under con- 
| sideration. Show renewal for four 
weeks to April 1. 

D'Arcy agency wants a different 
| personality for contrast purposes. 


Re-Broadcast in Spades 


Columbus, March 1. 
‘Coon Creek Girls,’ hillbilly pro- 
| gram on WBNS, is really a re-broad- 
cast of a re-broadcast. 
| Originates in studios of WCKY. 
Cincinnati, and is picked up and re- 





| 
| 
| 
} 


| broadeast by WHIO, Dayton. WBNS, | 


in turn, picks up WHIO airing and 
| rebroadcasts here. 
Appliances, Inc., is sponsor, 


| ont 





Grady Cole, WBT, Charlotte. 


N. C., commentator, in hospital where | 


he took dovbic cut appendix and 
tonsil. 


Self-Spousored 


_W. Lee 0 Daniel 
Unique Figure 


By LEWIS HUDSON 


Fort Worth, March 1. 

One of the most unique characters 
in radio broadcasting is W. Lee 
O’Daniel, a flour manufacturer and 
radio sponsor who turned hillbi 
or vice versa. He’s ranch-born, city 
slicker-educated, president of the 
Fort Worth Chamber of Commerce 
a composer of hillbilly chants and 
as entertainer and business man. 
they clock him in these parts as 
working a 20-hour day. 

A much-known little-known man. 
his Hillbilly Flour Co. is a thriving 
ieoncern helped to success by his 
,own radio entertaining since way 
back when George Cranston, man- 
ager of WBAP here, would rush in 
and cry ‘keep on playing another 
half hour, boys, or we'll go off the 
air.’ 

Leon, ‘The Texas Songbird,’ in- 
jects at intervals during the present 
O’Daniel program ‘Please Pass the 
Biscuits, Pappy.’ O’Daniel joshes his 
‘artists, his customers and the big and 
little boys in politics—with so far 
nary a complaint. On the serious 
side O’Daniel is always plugging 
schools, churches or civic organiza- 
tions and belongs to most all clubs 
and serves as chairman of entertain- 
ment and master of ceremonies at 
many important functions. 


“GOT RADIO JOBS, MUST 
NOT TOUCH DANCES’ 


Oklahoma City, March 1 

Feud has developed here between 
members of the Musicians Union em- 
ployed on staffs of stations WKY and 
KOMO and other union members 
who play dance dates on the side but 
also have other jobs of a non-musi- 
cal nature. 

Faction within the local headed by 
George Ande thinks station staffmen 
should not be allowed to play dance 
dates. This came to a head when 
WKY’s group directed by Allen 
Clark was booked for a hoof session 
at the Skirvin Tower hotel ball- 
room, 

WKY pulled out after a protest. 
Issue is one of ‘work distribution’ 
with the radio musicians calling the 
complaining brethren merely part 
{timers and not entitled to any 
preference. 


Ed Smith Launches New 
General Mills Serial 





Chicago, March 1. 

Ed Smith, production manager for 
all General Mills shows, in town last 
week setting finel details on new 
| Seripter, tagged ‘Valiant Lady,’ which 
starts on WBBM and Columbia next 
| week. 

Smith will start off the production 
on show and then plac? a local di- 
rector on the program to assist. 


Irv Lazar, Ralph Wonders 
Motoring to Hollywood 


Irving Lazar leaves tomorrow 
(Thursday) for the Coast, where 
he'll have charge of the new radio 
department for the Arthur Landau 
agency. Making the trip by motor 

Accompanying Lazar is Ralph 
Wonders, until recently with Rock- 
well-O’Keefe. Wonders and Lazar 
are talking a tie-up for wonders to 
join Landau outfit. 


Coal Sponsor Drops Show 


‘The Shadow,’ Sunday night 
dramatization on Mutual, loses. i! 
seasonal sponsor, Delaware, Lack3- 
wanna & Western Coal Co., with the 
March 20 broadcast. 

Ruthrauff & Ryan agency, which 
has the account and also owns the 
rights to ‘Shadow,’ now trying to 
watm up one of its other accounts 
to the idea of taking on the series 
Orson Welles, starred in the drama- 
tizations, will continue if a nev 
bankroll is found. 

Allen Clark and WKY, Oklahom® 
staff orchestra set for appearance 4! 
Midwest theatre. 
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TH SIDES N 
A GOMPROMIt 


Long Quarrel Between Users 











and Copyright Owners 
Shows Some Signs of Get- 
ting Closer to Settlement 
—Foreign Politics Makes 


Internation! Treaty Sus- 


pect 


THAT $250 FINE 


Washington, March 1. 
Removal of ancient obstacles from 
the path of copvright revision legis- 
lation looks probable as result of 
informal moves to reach a compro- 


mise on most stubborn issues. Rising 


hope for action on the important 
Duffy bill before the current session 
of Cons s ends. 


Negotiations to end the tiff be- 
tween ‘bros idcasters and film pro- 
ducers. on one side, and the authors, 





RADIO V. santa St 





A.B-ASCAP SMOOTH OVER 


+ —— 





Read Music Section 


Broadcasters are reminded to 
read the music department of 
VARIETY each week, This week, 
and most weeks, it contains 
news and legal developments 





WOR illus of NBC 


Inability to Carry Sports| ln 15-Station Los Angeles, New-Fangle 


NBC has extended permission to | 
WOR, Newark, to pick up the snter~ | 


day night (5) NBC's own facil 











e ‘ ] \ + > 1 ty tha ( ‘ , 
affecting copyright, performing will be tied up by the 1 an 
- } ‘ Nc t< Ni eatu rl hy < + > ‘ 
rights and music matters over- | broadcasts. Network ha © exclu Tos Angele 
. . " hro Ine oh+ ‘ ! 4 y ‘ — 
lapping or bearing upon radio, }Sive broadcast rig » a Wnes¢ Independent radio station « ©] ented ‘ 
amateur meets. Because of the me : % a Pk pag obs ¢ aie 
| impedime NBC permitted WOR t na opera n southern a \ ¢ x spot 
| impediment NBC permitted WOR to 
And Jimpediment NBC permitted WOR to | nave taken to the air in defensive : 
ndrew visters vet |do a sideline broadcast of the Ama-|.. aio, aoainct manufacturers of |ten oo Rt 
= S 'teur Athletic Union meet last Sat : ? a : ‘ ccs Ne 
f rew ister nav beer er an 1omati Lining sels (p n-DULLTOI et that can't t . 
_ . A 7 “!lurday (26). , . n : ; : 
26-week -ontract by W ley Gum } ‘ gh fe pe ) ‘ ‘ n, general r rer ithe 1 ‘ ae 
with the u l cancellat “¢] € Columbia M : © n ‘ , f KMP( ind f{ ent ¢ : I © | Indies 
V ul i} ISUdal < » l n ( ] 4 . a “ . € : 
. ising *asummary of tl vent ‘a)iforr , ’ terc A { 
starting March 26. It’s for five t coed Peters Maem a summary of the « nt California Broa ters A ciation, | threaten to bovcott on :; stitial inate 
‘ eee , - 7.18 Neate ‘ *to p.m. ine _ ma « } ste 4% annie ¢ ‘ 
| a week in the 7 to 7:15 p.m. EST spot |“ a7 Inc., declares such sets with onl) * \a ‘ pn t 3 fact k 
i on —— —— - 1 aiQG ( i Ment nal ‘ l 1 } 7 
|on Columbia | button tuning is a step in the direc- = ee y 
—- ‘ ‘ 4 “1 ° tior if ‘freeze-ou r¢ onolyv.” ich companies and t take matter 
Trio will broadcast from Chicago. | Margaret Banks new musical di- | 0" © SFGCSE-Hy HANAPON, f ‘i 
o . ° > ¢ > . Y Y ] } 
| Roc kwell-O’Keefe handled the deal. rectress at WBIG, Greensboro, N. C. With 15 broadcasting stations in | before the commission. 


tunesters, and copyright holders on | 


the other, bear promise, while side- 
tracking of the treaty putting the 


U. S. into the international copy- | 
right union looks permanent. Bur- | 


den on clearing the way for action 
lies on the warring groups, with 
most legislators ready to go along 
whenever differences are reconciled 
by the opposing factions. 

Trading has reache d the point 
where National Associ ion of Broad- 
casters is considering making a 
concrete sugs vesti on for settlement 
of the principal fight between radio 
and American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors and Publishers— 
over clearance at the source and the 
$250 minimum damage award. No 
counter-proposal has been sub- 


mitted but the NAB is sounding out | 


music users about the advisability 


of trving to reach an agreement 


with ASCAP. 


Belief that the road will be opened | 


between now and the windup of the 


session was voiced Saturday (26) | 


by Senator F. Rvan Duffy, of Wis- | 


consin, the author of the only copy- 
right bill to pass either branch of 
Congress in many years. He said 
the outlook is more encouraging, 
with the House situation noticeably 
better, 
Compromise 

Prospect of settlement of the $250- 
fee tiff lies in willingness of both 
sides to retreat. Broadcasters may 
agree to write a specific figure into 
the Duffy bill—in place of the pres- 
ent clause which now says minimum 
damages may be fixed by the courts 
at whatever rate is reasonable and 
will serve as a license charge. But 
onlv on the understanding that they 
will not be liable for huge attor- 
nev’s fees and other costs. 

Clearance-at-the-source issue is 
One on which radio will not yield. 
Broadcasters insist they must be 
safeguarded from multiplicity of 
suits and charges growing out of any 
single infringement and demand 
that ASCAP consider reproductions 
Over various affiliated stations are 
merely ‘extensions’ of a single rendi- 
tion, Not a separate ‘performance’ 
In each instance. 





Growth of opnosition to American | 


co-operation with other nations in 
covvrigvht reciprocity has been noted 
with the increasing tension around 
the world. Makes action on the 
treaty unlikely this session. although 
Senator Duffy savs he still hopes to 
have the pact ratified before final 
adjournment. Printing trades have 
begged for no action until domestic 
statutes are revised—this intended 
to insure perpetuation of the re- 
quirement that all books, etc., must 


be turned out in this country—while | 


several other reservations are on 
file, 


McGillvra Adds Two 
Joseph Hershey MecGillvra has 
added KARM, Fresno, and KROY, 
Sacramento, to his representation 


list. 


Both outlets are owned and oper- | 


ated by local auto dealers. 











ERE is a typical retail drug store scene. Nothing unusual about it. . . it’s 


simply an average store. If you were in the store, however, you would 


discover that certain merchandise commands customer attention ... gets pre- 


ferred and more dominant sales display. That indicates dealer interest . 


dealer support. And particularly you would notice the preponderance of 


WLW-advertised products in this preferred “sales area.” 


—Here, just as in the Gepeesy picture, is evidence that 


0 ‘ E amen Dealers give WLW-advertised one “front line’ oper. 


TWO. nae WLW’s development of “Dealer Support” for its nereriee in bringing in 


definite and profitable advertising returns. 


W LW sue nation's STATIO 
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‘Economy Vs Hollywood 





public-stopping entertain- 
ments. In the first category are the 
quarter hours, the strips, the serials, 
the ga-ga contests, giveaways and 
whatnot. Chicago looms larger in 
some of this. In the latter are the 
star-studded half hours and_ full 
| hours. There it’s between Hollywood 
and Manhattan. Each type of pro- 
gram borrows the methods of the 
other to some extent. Each type has 


(Continued from page 1) audience 


there does appear to be a crystalliza- 
tion of sentiment against production 
in the film colony unless there is (a) | 
a definite justification in merchan- 
dising tie-ups, as per Lux, or enter- 
tainment formula, as per Campbell 
soup, or (b) that a radio star is also 
a film star and the element of resi- 
dence cannot be helped. 


Certain sponsors are known to dis- its defenders and champions. But, 
like Hollywood and its connotations. | essentially, one follows the ‘star sys- 
One star’s stalling mutiny against re-| tem’ and the other does not 
turing east after his original film Hollywood in its own right as a 


commitment has greatly annoyed his 
which has not, however 
seemingly wished to issue an or 
else’ order. Chesterfield in specify 
ing that Paul Whiteman originate in 
the east and Lucky Strikes in fold- One element of advertiser 
ing the Warner-derived Dick Powell that pays practically no atten- 
program and returning east are ac- tion to popularity reports 
cepted in New York as symptomatic. veys is that directing its pro- 
However, G. W. Hill’s strong ideas gram appeal at the kids in the 
must be taken into account in the household. They realize that as 
latter experien e. a rule the youngster doesn’t an- 
While the fold-up of Packard is a swer the telephone age ge er 
reflection primarily of conditions in she did the chances ea = 
Detroit, this is perhaps the most sig- the local investigator wouldn ¢ 
nificant of all as it illustrates the ply the juve with eee OS 
‘psychology’ of advertising curtail- to past or present listening oce 
ment. Ditto Texaco. To justify or cupancy. — For the : program 
offset its reputacion for expensive- backer making the kids his tare 
ness Hollywood programs have to get the number of per tag re- 
succeed unmistakably. Jack Oakie ceived has been and wil -_ 
College and the Metro-Maxwell pro- | being his lone yardstick of re- 
grams have dramatized the lack of ceptive success. 7 
radio magic, per se, in Hollywood. Another group that looks on 
popularity ratings with no lean 
measure of misgivings are the 





sponsor 


Boxtops, Ahoy 


or sure- 


Playboy Angle 


Meanwhile the playboy angle still sophisticates among daytime 
persists. Social motivations are now merchandisers. They know 
becoming suspect among the stars whether a program is helping 
and production people that pound move goods or getting nowhere 
the tom-tom for Hollywood. Spon- with the housewives’ daily lis- 
sors are not impressed that enter- tening habits through outside 


tainers and production personnel find checking services. The latter, 
life amiable on the Coast, To the for fees which for individual 
contrary this makes the sponsors subscribers swell into the many 
restless. thousands monthly, contact the 


. dealers’ shelves direct as well 
Two Ruthrauff & Ryan shows have 
“ena as the store salesman and in 
shot up, Al Jolson and the Edward cg 
‘ ‘hed Renee (Peas weekly confidential reports are 
G. Robinson-Claire Trevor programs, : 


. able to disclose what the retail 
also other favorable evidence (the t ne agobed : 
: : , : | turnover of goods has been and 
improvement in Log Cabin 


Show, | the sales ratings of the various 
etc.) on Hollywood's behalf can be| . oe ee ee ee 
brands of the same product, 


pointed to. It is also true that most | 
of toppers in the Cooperative An-| 
alysis of Broadcasting at the present! 1m centre and latterly as a radio 
time are from Hollywood, And in| program centre is the perfect ex- 
furtherance of this impressive fact| pression and natural affinity of the | 
it is even stated that New York) star system. It’s a sponsor equation, 
hasn’t brought in a new bang- up| in the final algebra, of financial risks 
smacko (entertainment) hit in two} versus financial results. 


inate | Meanwhile, the tendency of Holly- 

‘The Star System’ | wood to affect people and prices, the 

There are, it is evident, two broad| difficulty of getting ideas carried out | 

types of radio programs; one, low| iN Hollywood according to eastern 
cost, heavily merchandised, box top specifications is always something. 

shows and two, high cost, maximum 











TOLEDO MOLLIFIED 


| 
| 


Audience milking and indulgence { feeding entire program to Toledo. 


| carry first hour of symph as well as 
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continues unabated despite repeated 
warnings that easterners have worked 
up an abhorence against such tactics. 
Latest to lash out at the funny men, 


Radio 





in film colony localisms by air comics | 


Daffodils 





who can’t seem to spot a gag beyond 
the Santa Anita race track, Holly- 
wood niteries or in the homes of big 
is Lewis Allen Weiss, head- 

Don Lee network, who de- 
after visiting broadcasters 
convention that radio men beyond 
the Rockies are getting pretty well 
fed up on Coast evils. 

Sentiment of the broadcasters in 
turn is said to represent the listening 
public in their areas. Time and 
again the zanys have been brought 
face to face with the condition but 
nothing is done about it. The play 
audiences is notably evi- 
dent on two or three programs but 


Dallas.— Mrs. 
families, Centennial. 
man for 
clared 


ago at Texas 
ers and, after a character sketch of 
cluded with, 
naturally, Big Ben Tobacco,’ 


Wichita, 
freezing temperatures, 


awarded by General Foods, 


Oklahoma City.—Hal Scher 
publicity for new WKY 


to studio 


getting 
artists bureau. 


Sadie Cornett celebrated her 111th birthday smoking the 
same corn-cob pipe with which she won a pipe-smoking contest two years 
Jimmie Alderman, 
spouts each evening for Big Ben tobacco, brought the yarn to radio listen. 


WFAA newscaster, who 


the aged female pipe-smoker, con. 


‘we are sending as a belated birthday gift a can of ishacce.« 


Kans.—Undaunted by snowstorm which paralyzed traffic and 
1,200 kids, under 17 years old, 
theatre for contest in eating Grape Nut Flakes for which cash prizes were 


went to Orpheum 


wonderful results on trade paper 


Got 36 letters applying for jobs 


the offenders point to the C.A.B. 


ratings to blow down the objectors Memphis 


WMCA MUM ON AGRAP 
ANTI-UNION CHARGE 


American Guild of Radio An- St. Louis—Elmer Willrich, 
and Producers has haled | under the tag of ‘The Singing Audit« 
WMCA, N. Y., up before the Na- | termine whether the station’s listeners 
tional Labor Relations Board for a 
hearing on March 21. 

Charge is that the station violated 
the Wagner Act and dropped one 


Washingten.—Discussion on ‘who 


Wednesday 


nibble cheeses from their respective 


broadcast results. 


nouncers 


‘Please keep that heavy drum off tl 
in closet.’ 


Jim Sanders read a poem over 
as sacrilegious and two ministers asked for copies. 


(2) over NBC’s National Farm and Home 
States senators from New York, Wisconsin and possibly 


WTMV's auditor 





Philadelphia—Fan mail to Clarence Fuhrman, 


WREC. Woman denounced it 


has the 


cheese’ 
Hour, 


best skedded for 
when United 
Pennsylvania will 
states in the Senate restuarant and 


who doubles as a warblet 
yr,’ is conducting a program to de- 
prefer non-sectarian or hymn music, 
batoner of WIP band: 


1e air as it shakes all the glassware 





production man and two announcers es 
for union activities. 
Last June WMCA signed a pact WANTS CONSUMER DEPT. 


with AGRAP, which the union says ‘ 

is still in effect. Station will make | Constitutional Change In New York 
no statement on the matter. State Would Be Necessary 

Albany, March 1. 

| Broadcasters are studying with 
much interest the provisions of a 
resolution introduced last week by 
Assemblyman Frank Monaco (Ameri- 


BY WJR ON SYMPH 
can Labor Party). Monaco wants 


Detroit, March 1. the state constitution amended 


To soothe irate Toledo listeners, te gi ew! een ere 
WIR here has arranged to ship CBS’|  j;. functions wil) include the pre- 
Philharmonic-Symphony concerts to vention of ‘false and mislead- 
oo hte station, WTOL, wield ing advertisements or representa- 
rycen 4 poo ee fact WTOL ; tions and to prevent the manu- 

, | facture, distribution or sale of 

WJR itself received few squawks | potentially harmful commodities 
when Father Coughlin opened week- | or services.’ Also to fix the standards 
ly broadcasts at 4 p.m., and last half | of identity, quality, measure, nomen- 
of symph program was cancelled. | clature and methods of testing such 
Different in Toledo, however, where | commodities and services. 
musically-minded natives, aided by | 
Toledo radio eds, kept up shower of 
pointed darts to WJR. 

Manager Leo Fitzpatrick, unable to 
do anything about it until WTOL 
took air, then arranged to ship entire | 
symph program to that station. Ar- | 
rangement will continue until Father 
Coughlin leaves air around Easter 
Sunday, and meantime WJR plans to 











‘OVERTIME SIDESTEP 
REDUCES KFOR’S DAY’ 








Lincoln, March 1. 
KFOR is due to drop a half hour 
daily, quitting at 11:30 p. m. instead 
of the usual midnight, running only 
until midnight on Saturdays, where 














formerly it went to 1 a. m. Start 

















on 8 Stations 





WXYZ 
KEY STATION 





MICHIGAN 


TEST ANY WORTH 
WHILE PRODUCT 


ia & Major Cities 
on prone. Network 
a? One Low Cost 






DETROIT 
MICHIGAN 


will be 8 a. m. Sundays, instead of 
the old 7 a. m. 

| It’s all in an effort to keep within 
|the skeds and not pay engineers 
overtime under their recent union 
agreement. 





Lyle DeMoss Chore 
Omaha, March 1. 

Lyle DeMoss, who joined staff of 
WOW, Omaha, today will be man- 
-ager of the WOW studio orchestra | 
which is directed by Freddie Ebener. 
His first assignment will be to build 
several local productions using the 
group. 

He will be a member of the _— 
' duction staff. 





to write their 


| professionally 
| he makes his debut with the Chicago 


ABBOTT AND COSTELLO 
ON KATE SMITH SHOW 


Abbott and Costello, comedians, 
have been set for an_ indefinite 
period on the Kate Smith Calumet 
program by Sammy Weisbord of the 
William Morris Agency. 

Pair signatured 
material. 


Mary Small May Go CBS 


Mary Small, 
is not renewing her 
NEC Artists Service. 
nected with the network since she 
came up from Baltimore into big- 
time broadcasting three years ago. 


have John Grant 


adolescent warbler, 
contract with 


Has been con- 


Her personal manager, Ed Wolf, 
is this week dickering for a deal 
with Columbia Artists, Ine. Details 


to be smoothed out are money and a 
guarantee of regular spotting of her 
programs. 


Munroe’s Pic Deal 


Hollywood, March 1 
Paul Munroe is negotiating with 
Nat Levine, Metro producer, to write 
and direct a picture based on radio's 
‘Gang Busters.’ He is currently di- 
recting the Warners-Luckies Holly- 
wood parade, which mutes late this 
month. 
Munroe directed ‘Busters’ 
years on radio in the east. 


for two 





PARKER'S OPERA FLYER 

Frank Parker, radio tenor, who’s 
had operatic leanings for years, will 
finally have his ambition realized 
next week (9) when 


Grand Opera in Washington, D. C. 
He will sing the role of Armand 
in ‘La Traviata.’ 





A 


WHN’S 








“MUSIC TO < 
READ BY" 


The Most Unusual and Most 


ppreciated Midnight 
Program on the Air 
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night of the week at 12. 


One hour of uninterrupted 
classical music... every 
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William Shaving Cream has 
tended the Mutual hookup on its 
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from WCAE as well. 


Victor Brewing Co. has picked up 
13-week option on ‘Night at the Inn’ 


torical Narratives cf 


New York 


Northeastern 
communities. R:; 





Service Life Insurance Co., Omaha, 
through Presaba, Fellers & Presba, 
Chicago: 12 period: of 1& minutes 


News with Herb. | 


lambeck, 
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| through Fairall A 
26 one-minute 





Agency, Des Moines, 
announcements. 


'KRNT, 


1dcliffe | 


min. program through United 


Tim Lake Laboratories, daily five- 
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tising companies. KRNT. 
K. I. Miller Hatcheries, daily five 





ter hours per week, via Skyway’s 
Bob Becker, 17 


through Scheer Advertising 


teporter, weeks, 
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Shuberts Sue CBS and WMCA On 
“Maytime’; Had Sued NBC for ‘Prince’ 

















N. Y. Riding single station only with , has control over performing rights, 
quarter-hour dramatizations. Gotham Ee 
agency placed. Donald Bain, former 


- - animal imitator in vaude 
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bird and 


and films, 


pio clang ee ‘lee farm editor, W Socony Vac start eb, 28 - 
program ovel WCAE. Pittsburgh, fo: farm editor. WHO. saeingea Vacuum tarted Feb. 2 Virginia Dare Wine has unloosed aoin sound effects for WHAM 
third consecutive time. Half-hour A. A. Schneiderhahn Co., Des | 2!ring of a lo-minute news-comment- |. oe ne ay eek spot campaign on|l?ooper dramas. Bain, who did 
weekly show has a new musical set- | Moines, through W. F. Battenfield | mterview program at 6 p.m. each WHN 'N Y U.S. otitis 4 sound effects for Frank Buck’s 


agency, Des Moines, 78 periods of 15 


night over WOKO, Albany. Wilbur 


U. S. Advertising Corp. 


vo now, featuring Billv Catizone and 8p ) “ts eae Pi vaur | the agency. ‘Bring ‘em Back Alive’ and ‘Fang and 
his Swinging Strings. Placed by Ear] | minutes each, Musical Clock, WHO Morrison, formerly of WMFF, ? Claw,’ is spending the winter in 
Bothwell agency. Interstate Bakeries (Lone Ranger), | Plattsburgh, handles, Marschalk & OS. Rocheste putting on shows for 
—_——. three half hours per week through | Pratt agency WABY, Albany, joins March 6 the | schools and clubs. 
Troy Savings Bank, which spon- | R. J. Potts, Kansas City KRNT. ——- = 60 stations broadcasting the Lutheran teinioenmnnn 
sors co-operatively with a bank in Albert E. Miller Co. (Banquet Po- Comet Rice, N. Y¥., has purchased Hour, members of the Missouri Procter & Gamble (Dash), through 


Schenectady and another in Albany, 


| tatoes) on 


Magic Kitchen daily. 


couple of quarter 


-hour periods week- 


Synod in the Capital District under- | Pedjar & Rvan. Inc.. New York spot- 
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WCAU 


takes particular pride in congratulatin 


BOAKE CARTER 


on his new association with Cyenera 


Foods 
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|| Wardrobe Trunk N.G. 








Guest date which York and 
were to do on 




















Schaefer beer program on WJZ 
| was nixed by the agency after 
material they 


Pair had dug up from a ward- 
robe trunk some of their mate- 
rial of 25 years ago to use in 
sponsor informed 
them of no go on such condi- 
‘Too common 











RESPONSE GOOD 
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. e y 
(Attention-Getters, Tie-Ups, Ideas) I. | 
> King, vauders, 
Outstandin Stunts | recording paraphernalia directly into 
sg the homes and stores of customers, a load of the 
making ‘ad lib interviews’ and then | were set to use. 
-o : playing the transcriptions a few days | 
/ Men’s Cooking Prey 
WCAU, Philadelphia Norge Co. of Missouri, which is 
bankrolling current program of 200 | a alien 
i; eae emelial hin 9 ey ee : he 
4 The Boys Try Their Hands | interviews, which will, be abe in 
Philadelphia five-minute spots five times ally, 1s 1e 
f Five male staffers at WCAU last | Planning to use it as the basis of ditions. Reason: 
. Tue te ot had 250 members of sta-| 2,national campaign of testimonial || on air today.’ 
' ie ee a i advertising 
tion’s woman’s club tied in knots aie - ee ; 
with a cake-baking contest. Each “ee ster ee Cox, | bsg noe Rap 
guy was provided with materials Noody Klose, program director of | 
: *| WTMV, worked out the stunt. 


utensils and instructions, and told to 
go to it to see who finished first. 

Product of Powers Gouraud, ‘Night 
Owl’ commentator, was so bad boys 
forced him to eat it. Among other 
wthings, he forgot to take shells off 
the eggs. Winner of the derby was 
gabber Harry Marble, who since has 
become known in local radio circles 
as ‘Mother’ Marble. 

Other  contesteers were Alan 
Scott. commentator; Horace Feyhl, 
production director, and Hugh Wal- 
ton, spieler. 


Farewell to Trolleys 
Charlotte, N. C. 

WSBT dramatized the passing of 
street cars from the local scene with 
h rst motorman, first 
and a power company executive on 
hand to be interviewed. Charlotte 
is the last city in North Carolina to 
abandon street railways. 

Power company Official, first mo- 
torman to operate horsecars back in 
1885, and first passenger to ride old 


the fi 





| then to now. First said a man didn’t 


Natural Rivals set up and give his seat to a lady 


Santa Barbara, Calif. 


KTMS staged a novel spelling bee for the lady and one for each side 


with opposing sides made up of those of her hoop skirts Incidentally, | 
old rivals at correctly putting one | women were discouraged from rid- 
little letter after another—the edi-/ ing 
torial and composing room stafis of ——— 
: @ newspaper. eee ‘Audition Laboratory’ 
Sheet which supplied the teams is Charlotte. N.C 


Santa Barbara News-Press. 


| WBT has a new-type program, 
Audition Laboratory, using talent 
Customer Interview Idea | discovered by the weekly auditions 

St. Louis. | conducted by WBT. Jack Phipps, 

WTMV has started a 26 weeks’) organist and pianist, and Pete Mar- 
series of ‘A Satisfied Customer | tin, xylophonist and vibraharpist, ac- 
Speaks’ programs that features in-| company the singers. Audience re- 


terviews not with the public but! action determines whether or not 
with pleased users of Norge products. | they will stay on the air. The first 


involves the station taking‘ program brought in over 400 letters. 


Six Shows Weekly 
Originated at WW] 


Stunt 


, 














ti, Ben 





a | Sunday—"SOUVENIRS” 

.o An imaginary stroll down memory lane with Wynn 
Wright and Rita Alcock, featuring the Memory 
Strings with Winifred Heidt and Eugene Conley. 





Monday—“CAUSES OF CRIME” 


A dramatization of case histories of real life crimi- 
nals and their crimes—to acquaint the public with 
underlying causes. 


Tuesday— VOICES” 


Comedy, drama and fantasy given exceptional 
treatment—a program devoted to the development 
of advanced radio drama, 


Wednesday—*KOTTLER CONDUCTS” 


A popular concert of the 40-piece WWJ symphony 
orchestra conducted by Mischa Kottler. 


Thursday—*HOUSE PARTY” 
An all-swing college program featuring Paul Leash’s 





a dance orchestra with the ‘“Batchelors’” and the The 
7 “Smoothies.” 

+ 

t Friday—""NEWS RADIO EXTRA” 





A variety half hour of interviews with headline 


personalities, dramatic skits, novel music and high- 


light news. 


National Representatives 
George P. Hollingbery Company 


New York : Chicago : Detroit : Kansas City 
Son Francisco : Jacksonville 


Six Additional Reasons 
Why WW] Is First in 
the Detroit Market 




















passenger | 


trolleys, all told of the changes from | 


|}unless he could produce three—one | 


Crosley Ballyhoo of ‘Buy Now’ Picks 
Up Lots of Echoes 


Cincinnati, March 1. 


‘he ‘Buy now!’ campaign, insti- 
tuted Feb. 14 on WLW and WSAI| 
with spot announcements and brief | 


dramatizations designed to aid gen- | 
eral business, is meeting with sup- | 
port from other stations, newspapers | 
}and commercial associations in 
towns and cities of the midwest 

icording to John K. Koepf, sales pro- 
motion manager of Crosley’s broad- | 


ac- | 


| casting division. 
Units tying in with the campaign 
are supplied copies of ‘Buy now!’ 
| broadcasting material used by the 
|Crosley stations. Both WLW and 


| WSAI carry hourly blurbs, day and 
night, explaining how purchases of 
;various items many | 
working hours for production. Facts | 
and figures so used are from the 
1U. S. Department of Commerce and | 
|Labor. Each spot announcement and | 
| dramatization is different. Longest | 
dramatization runs two minutes. 
|} ‘Buy now!’ plugs are directed a 
persons who are financially able, but } 
| have delayed in making purchases | 
of needed articles of clothing, house- 
| hold goods and ranging up to auto- 
' mobiles. 


| Broadcasting 
} 


represent so 


stations, dailies and | 


| civic organizations already lined up | 


| with WLW and WSAI in the cam- | 
| paign extend from WRAK, Williams- 
port, Pa., to the Business Men’s Club 
of Oconto, Nebraska. 


WAAW Gets Creighton 


Omaha, March 1. 

Bill Bailey, production manager of | 
WAAW, has signed contract to broad- 
cast Creighton University football | 
| 











games next fall. Last season games 
were moot point in contest between 
WAAW and KOIL, when University 
remained coy on its asking price and | 
neither station could find sponsor. 
Coming season school has compro- 
mised on its price, and station has 
signed Uncle Sam’s breakfast food 
to sponsor three home games and 
three games away. Telegraphic re- 
ports will be used on visiting games. 
Thanksgiving game, not yet sched- 
uled, will be broadcast if played 
| here. 








Those Spielers Are Tough 


St. Louis, March 1. 


| their 
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COLUMBUS BASEBALL SET SIR HARRY LAUDER ; 


General Mills-Socony Jeintly Spon- 
sor, Including Night Games 


Columbus, March 1. 
baseball 





Columbus games. will 


| 
| 
| 
} 
| 


——e 


ON MUTUAL SUNDAY 


Mutual web will pick up Sir 
Harry Lauder on a BBC broadcast 


again be broadcast on WBNS this; from London Sunday (6), 4:15-5 p.m. 
summer under joint sponsorship of | 


General Mills and Socony Vacuum. 


_No Sunday or holiday airings but 


night games will be broadcast and 


out-of-town contests recreated from 


wire reports. 


Johnny Neblett gets the mike as- | 


signment again. He'll leave March | 
18 for training camp at Winter 


| Haven, Fla., making transcriptions of 


interviews with players and club of- 
ficials. Southern jaunt bankrolled by 
Franklin Brewery Co., sponsors of 
Neblett’s WBNS sports chats 


Qhiliens Geliaistic 


Oklahoma City, March 1. 


In line with reports of Dixie 


| : ‘ 
| property practically every radio sta- 
| tion in the state is expecting the best 


year of its existence with time-sales 
booming with everything from 
100-watters to the metropolitan sta- 
tions. First two months of 1938 has 
business above last year with 
larger stations having little A time 
available. Most open spots are at 
present in early morning and middle 
forenoon periods with these being 
filled by plugs. 

Forthcoming political campaigns is 
set to swell the pockets of the eight 
smaller stations. Oklahoma politi- 
cians who seek minor offices have 
found these stations rate cards meet 
bank books and garner votes. 


seen 


| medium 


wnere 
i 


Scotch comic will top a variety 
program. His air appearances have 
been rare. 





New German Amplifier 
Berlin, Feb. 13 

Germany has just brought out a 

super-amplifier. The Euronor, which 

Weak- 


ness of amplifiers now in use In film 


is said to surpass anything. 


houses is that the uneveness of fre- 
quencies have varied carrying pow- 
er, lower tones are less audible than 
and higher Though 
are certain ways known of 
counteracting this shortcoming, the 
larger the room, the more difficult 
this gets. 

Euronor eliminates this. trouble 
by using different amplifiers for the 


ones. 
t} 


| lower tones, at the same time ampli- 


the | 


{fying them without however jeopar- 


dizing distribution. 
Euronor divides 
enabling it to 


In addition, the 
up its channels, 
direct the sound 
waves evenly into all parts of the 
house With this new apparatus, 
accoustic difficulties are supposed to 
be eliminated once and for all 


Russ Morgan’s Singing Niece 
Philadelphia, March 1, 
Peggy Moran, niece of stick- 
swisher Russ Morgan, doing weekly 
15-minute chirp session on WPEN, 
Morgan does all gal’s arranging 
himself. 








Bob Lewis, warbler on WIL, set 
a local record for recuperation from 
surgery last week. He was laid low 
| with acute appendicitis Sunday, 
| Feb. 13, and underwent the knife the 
|following day. On the 19th he was 
strolling around the hospital corri- 
dors, Following day he was taken 
home and on the 20th, exactly one 
week from the time he was stricken, 
he was back on the air with his 
daily stint. 

Local medicos say it was one of 
the speediest recoveries on record. 








Griffin Polish on WFAA 
Dallas, March 1. 








Three quarter-hour news periods 
weekly have been purchased by 
|Griffin shoe polish over WFAA, 
| Dallas. Contract is for 39 weeks, 


starting Feb. 28. 
| This is morning newscast, with Bill 
| Hightower spouting the news. High- 
|tower’s sessions on Tuesday, Thurs- 
‘day and Saturdays sponsored by A. 
|Harris & Co, of Dallas. Griffin 
| bought his alternate days. 

Agency is Bermingham, Castleman 
& Pierce, N. Y. 
Graves Taylor Out of Radio 

Cieveiand, March 1. 
Graves Taylor resigned last week 
from WGAR'’s publicity staff to de- 
vote time exclusively to 
| Hotel’s Terrace Room and industrial 


| accounts. 
| 





{doubling as announcer and 





p.a. 








Statler 


| Morrie Condon taking over berth, 
station 





Pickens Sisters, 











A New Record! 





RECORDING 


78 QUARTER-HOUR 
MUSICAL PROGRAMS 


IN 


9 Days (6 Hours Daily) 


7.3. to the close cooperation 
of the Axton-Fisher Tobacco Co., 
McCann-Erickson, Inc., and the World 
Broadcasting Company, we have just 
completed a series of 78 musical quar- 
ter hours in the record-breaking time 
of 9 days—six hours daily. 


My thanks also to Martin Block, the 
the Melodeers, 
Campbell's Royalists, the Eton Boys— 
and other guest stars on the show. 


We are now continuing society dance 
engagements in New York and Boston. 


NEXT? 


JOE RINES 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
Available Thru Your Own Agent or Direct—Clrcle 6-1300 


Roy 
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| (BCI in Litigation Paradox ee ee ape a tical Pr opaganda Requirement 


Strictly Informational 





Whole Status of Government Radio Jeopardized by : London, Feb. 18. | Finds 10-Year Radio-Publisher Pact: 


Effect of a private report tc 
Civil nuevo Ruling : ee ee 


from Fel:x Greene, following survey 


x * 
—— , foun recone BBC. Getting Its News Elsewhere 


LP eve re 
x “E>, UF el 


“ar 


AR net DS 
_ = 


¥ 
“t 





ay 4 


eae 





Montreal, March 1. \Big Ben Themes Cockneys augural date of regular broadcasts - 
Adding further to the confusion to that continent, Programs will , a + stele ke 
i oF “ees meiiniined consist of straight news broadca‘ts | j ¥ 
iar Broadcasting C orp. | r. a . = << ; 7 ied 9 | Ys} } 4 ES 
of Canad an « « i Vancouy er, March a in Spanish and Portuguese, ind will Montreal Station Jammed: London Fel lé : et 
+ " > ruling WwW "TWIN ic cease eee : 1 : ractic; wie 
setup arising from the ruling of two CKWX is using recorded chiming | be transmitted from Daventry on ’ Practically all restrictions on the | Rel 
=? courts ordering the CBC to produce of London’s ‘Big Ben’ to theme-! 31.55 meires. with call sign GSB Can’t Book F rd A t: broadcasting of news have been de- | oe 
jts books in court just as if it were signal ‘. live weekly program ‘Mil-! Daily programs will be given at 1.30 0 ccoun g |clared off by the British B ast- 
ss 1@ an s1ZZi nT - r 17 ac - Ione - ‘ae » th t the . p r 
a privately owned company, is the ' c _— . ’ : G.M.T. in Sp and 1.45 in Poriu- Tea Firms Usin 9 0 
Privates. ; oHnow has a pair of comedy women. guese, b g ‘ e hostile propaganda ca 
additional setback administered by ising Cockney chatter t nst a Pp a ae \ioh? eu } ean Germany, Italy and \ l i 
the Court of Appeals last week when | background of London adopted by BBC as basis of all <r t BBC is now free to gather its 
it refused the request of the CBC to fore n language broadcasts. regard r — Mor e; vlare ] 1ewW f nw fe) ‘ t ele 
™ hea race he Supreme Court ve e - " A re 7 | \ tors of Cay y having istead f i , ‘ f the 
take the case to tne ouprem uri, A t L Mv ‘ of the fact Ger in and Ital n : 
highe s bunal in tne country us Yalan icense ay lnily transn to South Ame ed € , th } P Pre \ ition. Cent . , 
P ; hale far Inrificnt n and Sees a Se os ] + 4 4 I . S proc " Fre y E il e rei apn 
Only loophole for clarification and B S h d ude 1 grade entertainment, | .. at 
, . . y , ; e 7 f j no ra) t by time Hl. y wit} r . 
consolidation of CBC affairs would | e tretc e@ to Years; and occupy as much as seven hour fie as CIE AC ; ee Pea ‘ : : Z 
be additional legislation at Ottawa a day air time oh wes pir lle Ee ag ACs i pa 


? ’ : Jack lenry. of the N. W Ave) Proprietors / ciation tl -& 
for the purpose of so reorganizing Gov t Won t Cut Set Tax - ——_—_—__—__— ' eae has been negotiating. Ford he —s pet “a ~ eolioge va aes 


the Corporation that it would be- 


. . ‘ Vlotors. if deciding to el ( ll | lar bi ( ts q ( rt 

come a Civil Service enterprise in =—s ¢ 9 7 |be obliged take the W tote , ae aminene a oe 

, — — pe onige 10 take the Wednesday | who has ne newspape! } I 

aw as well as in fact. Sydney, Feb. 12 ar ' : 

law a suet ; sl yaney, Feb. . night spot from 10:30 to 11 p. m.| Spain and Portugal, holds the b of 
Unless Parliamentary acvion 1s Australian government is expect- Wednesday spotting is considered too | Spanish and Portugese editor. 

taken it is difficult to foresee how | ed to increase the licensing term for late by the agency as the program Understanding between the BBC 


the CBC can continue to function in | commercial stations to five years. In 


b ] * ; 
Ps rf s intended to hit the country trade. |and newspaper publishers became ef- 
its present manner. rhere i also | contrast with this indicated widen- OV ie er 3 zroup of Ford dealers were celled fective 10 vea rO ! e! 
; : : Uj l I Cale] V | ] lve 7 al art < l aq be i 
the possibility of loss of about $2,-| ing of opportunity for the commer- n 4 iditior ‘ dramati how modified fron me t t rhe 


000,000 annually from license fees! cial coterie is the administration a ePhtagen | sn ‘ a on 0 a rhe 
which the Government at Ottawa adamant refusal to reduce the $5 ° dealer vote going unreserve for reserve at nit the clause 
i would be disinclined to forego. annual fee for set owners, although epriman @ the musical. Another audition of | bars news broadcasts n the United 
ok With the Court of Appeals refus- such I nee are on the upbeat the musical is scheduled shortly with | Kingdom before 6 p.m. NPA feels 
) ing to permit the case to go to the | every week. the probability that Ford Motors |that any encroachment on afterno 
Supreme Court and by implication Outlook for commercial business pata will take what time there avail- | editions would have an unfavorable 
placing the CBC in the category of; this year is exceptionally good and Canberra, Feb. 18. able regardless of spotting, until a effect on newspaper sale 
a private corporation question of; the station operators are predicting Closer supervision of local politi- |more desirable spot should open up ” 
license taxes running into millions! new highs in revenue. cal comment over government oper- Tea accounts are a'so entering 
which have been paid In the past | nena Ieee ated stations has been ordered by the the radio advertising field for the WILEY BROS. OF LONDON 
may also be raised. Australian Cabinet as the result cf a| first time here. Red Rose was sched- 


Political observers are inclined to) STAGE PLAY NOT AIRED iz taken by a commentator at awed to start with a Frenen Buck | MAY WAX COOKE IN N. Y. 


the viewpoint that the ia admin- proposed government policy. Prior | Rogers show Feb. 23 five time: 


| } . weoelly 1 5 9 1 | 
istration at Ottawa has already been IN FRANCE AFTER RAP to this incident only the commercial W& kly from 5:15 to 5:30 p.n Lip- eaunieniana 
suffering embarrassment because of | itlet felt the ton’s recently started with ‘Old Wiley Bros., London firm, 


outlets have hand of cen- 





| the widespread press attacks con-| ccemaaie sorship. Country Professor,’ sketch, from | tioning Alistair Cooke for a series of 
@emning the CBC for competing with ” Administration nad refrained from | 11:15 to 11:30 three times weekly. {transcriptions which the company 
{ private enterprise. The Prime | Lille, Feb. 18. setting up any taboos for govern- | | wants to place on Radio Luxemburg, 
\ Minister has been obliged to go to Protests by representatives of local |ment-owned stations, figuring that Wow's ‘Bacchall ‘Deal powerful European commercial stz- 
bat for the Corporation and a com- | radio listeners of immorality of play, | the latter's officials could spot any- Omaha, March 1. tion 
Mittee has been appointed to investi- | ‘Catherine, Empereur, by Maur’.:/thing unfavorable in advance and Coming baseball sencon to be han-| Cooke is a sustaining commentator 
gate complaints. | Rostand, which was to be broadcast | delete it from the script. Commen- | dled at WOW by Ralph Wagner for |current on NBC. If a deal is con- 
Campaign against the CBC is the | from the Theatre de ]’Odeon, cause tator involved stays on the govern-| Brown & Williamson Tobacco Co. | summated, his talks will be recorded 
most virulent press attack ever | it to be barred from air. ment’s payroll, but his stuff from Since coming to WOW  several|in New York. Wiley products are 
staged against a Government agency.| Letter was sent through the local now on will be thoroughly scrutin- | months ago he has operated sustain- | not sold in the U. S. 
With the courts ruling against the} branch of government owned sta- | ized. ing, and new horsehide coverage will | 
G CBC also the Federal administration | tions to M. Gentin, Minister of P.T.T.,| Nothing has been said about giving | mark his first commercial spieling.| Allen C. Anthony, chief of KWK’s 
fs in a spot unless clearing up the! when play was announced brought |the eagle-eve to comment affecting Contract calls for six quarter hours | announcing staff, back at his stint 
entire affair by clearcut legislation. | about change. politics in any other country. weekly beginning April 24. minus his appendix. 
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PROVED BRITAIN'S FAVOURITE RADIO FEATURE 
BY 5 10 1 POPULAR VOTE 


Cutting from London (England) 
™ Daily Express,’ Dec. 175 1937- 


Cat 


and his Radio 
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Sole Direction — Leonard Urry, 
110 Jermyn Street, London, S.W.1 











NEWS FLASH! 


Carroll Levis and his Radio Discoveries just signed up by Lord & Thomas 
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Ltd. (London, England) on a second 26 weeks’ radio contract for Quaker Oats! 


“ Radio Pictorial” (Britain’s only sponsored radio magazine) finds Carroll " 


Levis Britain’s most popular commercial radio feature also. } 
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SEFEFFFHEFFFESSSFFF SFOS SF SSH OF SOeSee esses ses essesss sososooorooer? Milton Mendelsohn, Agey. 
International Shoe Subsid ¢ Man. Joins KFH, Wich; 
KPO-KFI Sh Cc KE] we ae eer 
Sponsors ow | F S WA Wichita, Kan., March 1. 
San Francisco, March 1. ? 0446464666 | Milton M. Mendelsohn, new saleg 
re » P; rolled es SHFFHHSOESCSSSHOSCOOS | 
‘Peters Surprise Party,’ bank FHSFFSF FHS SHS SHS FESSSHSSFFHESSEHEPFEOFFEOOS tOooe | promotion and production manager 
by the Peters division of the interna- | , . » 
onal Shoe, ‘debuted over statins MAJOR DECISIONS SET FOR HEARING ot radio station KH, bas aed 13 
KPO here and KFI, Los dnauiee, |new shows. Also has formed a stock 
; dav 97 Py > Ck I _* men March 1 Alaska: Anche Radio Club, Ine Anchorage, new ex nn : 
' Sunday (27) from the loc goons sie a : seriemental broadcast station to be operated on 3492.5 and|company from which he has cast 
2 S t S ¢ “re y re@KLY Ste Za, | _ P time Dower! ' for y be con, Tre- pes ta | , ’ 
; tudios. Quarter-nout weekly 5 ' | Georgia extime power ume . MAY t that needa «8425 _ke with 175 wat ; }‘An Orchid to You’ that runs three 
t ir ‘ 2-45 : } »s CO | ce »d= C'omumiist okay, when it fas «deter oc ees sal ephse® Sho cCns Sar “ry ‘ co, jump night power ° - 
righ .- 4 "M — rig ms a Addition * ad a existed in the area Station, a CBS Pompe got ee on cn vans ' | times a week as one of the new sus- 
Cieary ; an r McFrolic, emcee, | irda : ao s no on : ; ; ake . : 
i Cleary as an y cert yd i afilinte hich has been in operation since 822, 1 now Oregon: KMED, Mrs. W. J. Virgin, Medford, change fre- | taining progres. Cast dramatizes a 
announcer Hal Gibney and Ray Hal) yperating on 1180 he with 1 kw night and das omee* quency from 1410 to 1320 ke and boost power to 1 kw | good deed done by some local pers 
rington directing a swing ork. ‘Did | iump ld provide for daytime operation with 5 kw power. Pennsylvania: WSAN, Allentown, increase power to 1 kw £000 ay: Cal person 
You Know odd and _ interesting No objectionable interference would result from the epee Puerto Rico: Iuan Piza, San Juan, new experimental | during week and in appreciation 
2 eptte, 7 | Commish decided, and approximately S009 NEW Cay tune broadcast statio » be operated on 4797.5, 6425 Ke, and $655 ‘ay — Pr P sinted 
tacts, are spouted by ‘McFrolic’ and | 407°") aia ta nasod . ~ = A dat |; a o | KFH sends that person an orchid 
Gibney in light banter which alter- southes ri troacdecasting Co Ine licensee of WMAZ, Texas: Sel! Dalla ,uthority to furnish musical Mendelsohn, formerly of Kirtland. 
nates with music 1 ? 0. Ss n, Ja s L. Froffit and programs and playlets in the form of electrical transcrip- | Engel Advertising Co. in Chicago 
ashing: : = ; Arthur I. 3 ns to sta ws XELO, SEPN and XERA to delivered by . ye ee ~~ . . 
Palt if Peters shoe Is DelIng Ot- bontsiaan \ ! f Charles I THLa TR t f x 2 , ‘ possibi personal de ‘ry under pro G B. McDermott, also new as man- 
fered weekly to the three dialers | wut Oriear uph ! com rina ae ager of station, added him to staff 
; y i ey ; ; ‘Dp programs off the 
Sot SIS nat neresing "bi cee hci Oa MS ee ag Pa ‘EXAMINERS’ REPORTS 
You Knows’ for the program. AC-] joie contre if n and prograr " a 
sunt is handled by Long Advertis- rl 10 ‘ 1 and operat ra ter fo IMinols: r fa s for a daytime s Many-Sided Radio 
» Service ore rn a ars, signed ar is with vuthern tiv 4 Auro? vol war s thata n Bet int was 
a 7 ; 1 ( " " I th latte t« indle advertis- 4 r a > > n’s wspaper was temporartly 
: eae , we station, 1 ord sh ed Action of Carlson Secided in favor of 1 Martin R. O'Brien, | ; 
° . " ' ne off a the transmitter programs which an officer sunty sup l public administrator, for a transmitter dull alo, March 1 
Abolish Chief Announcer |: soutiern nroadcusting attempted to air without his ap- gy 1250 ke with 234 watts power was upheld by Examiner | Hospitals here have felt thé reac- 
/ sroval was neat tin violation of the Communciations Act Robert Il. Irwin over DI ts of Jules J. Rubens whose . f - ‘ . a 
WMCA, N. ¥ ; merged its pro- | wo. ( agreed. Commissioners gave Carlson a renewal of pending application has been recommended for Commish | tion to a current radio serial in 
. > ' 7 ) , ; , al wi , 
duction and announcing departments, | his license. on the 1200 ke frequency which the station shares denial which a youth makes $75 by selling 
. | th WRNO Contention of respondent was that O'Brien had an ‘un i —_— - P : . 
> H , . ~ > ann< 1cer b Ss ( ) : ‘ ‘ ) poses 
liminating post of chief announcer. Maerice FR. Gatiia represented Carlson deoetnndhan’ with the kascee eae Meme: teat cee see hi: blood for transfusion purposes, 
Bob Carter, who has held spot of Ohle: Thumbs-down on a daytime station fer Cleveland was the real applicant and that the proposed transmitter | Hospitals have been swamped by 
boss blurber at the broadcaster for + be devoted to the airing of farm and market tnforma would eventually become the property of the Beacon News. | candidates, mostly jobless, who are 
; sein Wes sBeeet ) tien. was veted by the Commish on the ground that fre All of which was flatly denied by O'Brien and Ben Alschuler, Vine Ee: 3 } i : 
several years, leaves Friday (4). | quencies available for assignment to broadcast stations were aiidaenie den ce. aan | willing to part with blood for a like 
“harlie C: S ‘ ager q > O- | lim doand broad, general public service vould be pre In h report, Irwin declared that the ‘enly valid objection’ | amount. 
Charlie Capps, manager of the pr 
wie es | ferred tu proposed farm and crop-growers ervice »oMfered by the 1 iondent related to the method of submitting | Pay } . ‘ ; 95 . 
f * sreafter sig é pon ayoff here is usually $25 for a 
duction dept., will thereafter assign | Pale Need, Guemiant teetsentinn Ce. tad omnia ia OP Eien denonit ees mmish. Papers were mailed ; a i 7 
the mikemen, lissemination of information on quantity, quality and prices by O'Grien’s no applicant's Washington counsel and | little more than a pint, 
= —— xf produce on hand in the market building which it oper delis ed by th 4 nev to F. CC. C. Secretary Stlowie, Irwin | 
ates Pro am vould tip off farmers and retailers in ad admitted j ad of follo ne Commis! rule of procedure | 
Chet Miller Leaves WIRE l vanee, as te what constituted the best bargains from beth which eatls for forwarding of depositions under seal of the 
. aa 1 | viewpoint Station would have been operated on 1500 kc notary dit to the | ( C, secretary 
Indianapolis, March 1. with 100 watts, daytimes only Matter of the vositions vhich were not considered In 
Chet Miller, head continuity Applicant tained Arthur W. Scharfeld and Philip G the report b u of 11 viol = -was - comgoegeis! in 
~ uct wins favorable conch ns Neither was there any refer 
. es y A > ast Loucks Irwit f lu ) 
scribble it WIRE, who left las | Pennasylvanta: Switeh from specified hours to unlimited ence te the alleged collusion between the applicant and the 
week on some ideas of his own, will ne for WRAX, Wilkes-Barre, received the nod by reason Beacon Ne 
not be placed, according to state- of an asseried public need for an expansion of service, Over Ben S. 1 ler a red in applicant's behalf 
' , ees : ee srotests of WKOkK, Sunbury—now operating during the hours Kansas: laytime small for Atchison Was flagged toward 
ment ol WIRE execs. His leaving | when WRBAN is silent on the same assignment of 12184 ke Commish appraeval by Examiner George H. Hill. Town, which | 
upped Mary Sari to head of what | with 100 watts—Commish okayed abandonment of the trans- has a population of between 14.000 and 16,000, is badly in | 
will now be only a one-person con- mitter’s present schedule, after deciding that simultaneous need of « local transmitter, Mxaminer held, and applicant 
| t t WIRE eperation of WRBAX and WKOK would not materially con- Carl Latenser, head of a musical instrument biz—is well-fixed | 
tinulty ae} partment a - fliet WRANXN, however, will be limited to its approximate .26 financially te construct and operate the station Particular 
millavolt per meter contour during daytime operation under need exisis in Atchison for a transmitter which can deliver 
- ond the new regime Wilkes-Barre transmitter has been limited a sufficiently strong signal to be of service in the business 
te & a.m. to 12 noon operation on Mondays, Wednesdava and section Hill pointed out ind KIEQ, St Joseph, Mo.- cur- 
Fridays; 6 a.m. to 12 noon and 6 p.m. to midnight on Thurs- rently furnishing the most satisfactory service to Atchison 
days and Saturdays and 1 p.m. to midnight on Sundays, is unable to do thi Proposed smallie, operating on 1420 
ART ISTS Joseph C Nunnally and Thomas A. Farrel represented ke, would ‘rvicee the business district and would cause no 
WRAN, interference to other stations, Hill said 
: Texas: Daytime smalliier for Denton received the nod Evert L. Berne and Joseph C. Lyons appeared for Latenser., 
ANAGEMENT when Commish approved service of a purely local character Texas: Scanater of contro’ of RaY ric ‘inkwiina: al 
for the community involved Transmitter costing $4,630 will KRGV, Weslaco, from M. S&S Niles to O, L. Taylor, Gene 
resents be constructed by Harwell V. Shepard, amateur broadcaster Hewe and ‘4 K. Snowden was indicated in a favorable re 
who proposes to sell time at $2 for spot announcements and port by Chief Examiner Davis G Arnold 
$32 an hour Service will cater to local interests and use Involving the sum of $54,000, dicker weuld benefit both 
local talent, supplementing good reception already available transferor and transferees, Arnold declared, pointing out that 
from WFAA-WBAP and KRLD of Dallas and Fort Worth, the new group was adequately financed and that policies of 
it was explained, Daytime operation on 1420 ke was re the transmitter would be continued with respect to programs, 
quested. advertising, et Carriage of as many of NBC's sustaining 
{ hepard was represented by Frank Stollenwerck. programs as the tratlic of the station will permit will be 
j | Utah: Cache Valley Broadcasting Co., Logan, was given about the only chang t was indicated, but time devoted | Exclusive Managemen 
' a berth on 1200 ke frequency, using 100 watts, when need io network programs will not be increased Niles will carry } 
| for local service was established to the F. C. C.’s satisfactien on S88 manage! for » years on a salary basis. , | 
| Organization, headed by S. L. Billings, will set up the town’s Applicants for the station own a MEROLEEY interest In the | 
ON first transmitter at a cost of $8,000, with special attention Globe News Publishing Co. ‘ h publishes the oagaaay ib 
s | paid to the development of local musical talent by William Globe News, and in the A pending 28 Journal in Lubbock Gene 
i ; *. Conner, secretary of the outfit and an experienced mu How e is the son of the late Ed Howe, nationally-known 
1 es e ié | sictan Other stockholders are Leo R. Jensen, director, J. M ‘Sage of Potato Hill | 
. | Reeder, another director, and J. A. Reeder, vice-president. Herace |. Lohnes appeared for the applicants | 
. | CBS Network Broadcast company was represented by H. H. Shinnick Pennsylvania: Ambitions of an evangelist to construct an 
; | Fridays, $:30-9:00 P.M., EST all-religious broadcast station at Philadelphia were nipped 
| in the bud by Examiner Melvin H. Dalberg who pointed to | 
MINOR DECISIONS corer: Sere eee so “ orem “a ps 
All Paul Whiteman My heriaes denor, vo contributed $20,000 ot the a3 one 
e 1.550 , “ir > ‘. : get aside or erection o he 1l <w daytime st i : < g 
. En men Booked | Tittneis: Application of WROK, —— for night power ch ge < "ii : pai 
gagements boost from 5090 watts to 1 kw dismissed at applicant’s request; operation on 1220 ke, should tell his name, Dalberg con 
EXCLUSIVELY WGN, Chicago, granted extension of enecial experimental au- tended, in view of the fact that ‘it has been heretofore held | 
; thority to operate a facsimile station from 1 to 6 a.m., for that the Commission is entitled to know the name and back~ | Composer-Writer 
: b period ending Aug. 1, on 720 ke with 50 kw ground of an individual supplying funds in connection with pos 
; y Indiana: WIND, Johnson-Kennedy Radio Corp., Gary, applications of this nature.’ p : ; ’ IT AIN'T GONNA RAIN NO MO’ 
Artists Management { granted special experimental authority to operate its regular Aircastle of Perey B. Crawford—ex-preacher who was orig- | MELLOW MOON. ONE EYED LOVE 
broadcast transmitter for the experimental transmission of inally a Methodist, later a member of an interdenominational | Dn Ep nih Sigg os : 
EEE facsimile on the 560 ke frequency, using regular night power church, still later a Zaptist minister and now resigned from MY OLD FASHIONED SCRAP BOOK 
of 1 kw and directional antenna, from 12 midnight to 6 a.m, — the Presbyterian Church—should be discouraged, according | MY DREAM SWEETHEART 
' 4 from March 1 for the duration of the next regular license to Dalberg. Proposed programs of the ‘Young People’s Asso- | LAND OF MY SUNSET DREAMS 
ia period ciation for the Propagation of the Gospel’ call for placing | ‘ 
; ; Maine: Application of WGAN, Portland, estate of George the ‘fundamentalist interpretation’ on the creed to be ex- | Address: 4351 N. Paulina St., Chicago 
| | W. Martin, ete., for transfer of control of corporation to pounded; members of the Catholic and Jewish faiths would 
| William N. Campbell and Lloyd C. Greene, withdrawn at re- not be permitted to use the facilities of the station and | 
| | quest of applicants, Universalist preschers would be barred. | 
| Michigan: WWJ, Detroit, granted extension of special Frank Stollen and H. Leon Bennett represented | 
- temporary authority to operate from Feb. 28 to March 29 Crawford } 
with an increase in night power to 5 kw, in order to over- South Dakota: Favorable opinion on transfer of control | 
come interference; WBCM, Bay City, granted petition to of WNAN Broadcasting ¢ Yankton, from Charles H 
dismiss application without prejudice for night power boost Gurney to so vakuta Broadcast was handed duwn by 
from 590 watts to 1 kw. kixaminer Jsalbersu 
New York: NBC granted extension of authority to trans- Change of fromm the head of the Gurney Seed | 
BULLETIR mit programs to CFCE, CBL (formerly CRCT) and the and Nurse {‘o fi dealers, to Gardner | 
Canadian Broadcasting Co. Also granted extension of au- Cowles, Jr., of Des Moine " be accomplished for $150,- | 
N Y U thority to transmit recorded programs to all broadcast sta- 000—same price paid by Gurney for the entire issue of Class | 
. . e tions in Canada licensed to operate by the Canadian Gov- A non-voting } nthe WNAX compar Dalberg pointed | 
Senior Prom ernment, which may be heard consistently in the U. S.: Wil- out | 
Committee Picked liam G. H, Finch, New York City, granted new experimental Cowles tv president of WNAX Broadcasting Co.; president 
broadcast station to be op ted 3160 27606 226 of th low Broadcastin Co. (licensee of KRNT and KSO 
| pera on 31600, 25600, 38600 and the a | ad 4 r SRNT ar ° 
CHARLIE 41900 ke on an experimental basis with 1 kw. Des Moines, and ef WMT, Cedar Rapids); president of Look, | 
BARNET North Dakota: Application of Frank Ray, Dickinson, for Ine. (weekly pic magazine) and vice-president of the Des 
new station to be operated on 1310 kc with 100 watts nights, Moines Register & Tribune Co. and the Minneapolis Star Co. 
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to Play Their Ball 250 watts 
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Louis Sherry’s Texas: 
Sat. Eve., March 5th 
EXCLUSIVE MANAGEMENT 


CONSOLIDATED 


Co., San 
28600 and 41000 ke, with 
missed at request of applicant. 

West Virginia: WHS, 
field, 
dismissed at applicant's request, 











dismissed at applicant’s request. 
Antonio, a 
experimental broadcast station to be operated on 31600, 35600, ac 
50 watts days, 


Daily Telegraph Printing Co., 
application for night Julce-jump from 500 watts to 1 kw 


He does not, 


pplication for new feree or have any 
cording to testin 
A3 emission, dis Pointing out tha 
Without profit to ¢ 
Blue- the request. 
Trausferor and 
Seal. 


howeve 


r, propose to own any stock in the trans- | 
connection with the affairs of the station, | 
iony contained in the report. 

t the sale of the station would be made 


iurney, Dalberg 1 


transferee were represented by 
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By JANE WEST 


i NOW RADIO'S MOST POPULAR 


if 

! FAMILY BRINGS YOU WO). = 

| |AUGHTER TEARS «xo [EART-THROBS 

if 

i Presented by Ivory Soap : 99 “*/i00°/s pure 

z 

TWICE DAILY 

if LISTEN NBC Red Network, 12:15 to 12:30 P.M. EST ff 
Ah IN CBS - WABC— 2:15 to 2:30 P.M. ESTE 
th ee COAST TO COAST 

; Dir., COMPTON ADVERTISING AGENCY 

r MGT., EP WOLF—RKO BLDG. NEW YORK CITY 











EASTMAN MUSIC SCHOOL 


RELAXES WITH SWING 


Rochester, N. Y.. March 1. 
‘Modern Music of 1988,’ swing bur- 


| lesque of Tschaikowski and Bach as 


versioned in comedy mood by Uni- 
versity of Rochester swing band, 
aired Saturday night by WHAM as} 
antidote to heavy schedule of sym- | 
phonic programs. Eastman School 
of Music students worked up the ar- 
rangements as relaxation from seri- 
ous compositions under eye of Dr. 
Howard Hanson and produced show 


in Kilbourn Hall as surprise at Uni- 
| versity’s formal dance. 

| Struck with somewhat of a 
in setting devoted to only ‘the 
things’ in music. 


finer 





W. A. Schudt, Jr.. g.m. of WBT, 
Charlotte, is on a ten-day business 
trip to New York and Washington. 


shock | 


Rivais Drop In for Tea 


Philadelphia, March 1. 
WDAS has gone snooty with tea 


at four daily. Station airs program 
by Baroness Olga Lanoff, who plugs 
tea ‘grown on her own plantation in 


the Argentine.’ Recently she’s been 
leaving samples around, which are 
gathered up by Korlyss LaMarr, sta- 
tion’s receptionist, and brewed for 
daily snifter. 

Alex Dannenbaum, Jr., in charge 
of the station in his father’s absence, 


likes the tea all right, but he’s a 
; little dubious about salesmen from 
rival kilowatters popping in every 
| day to get theirs. 





Lucille and Lanny with Kent 
| Lucille and Lanny added to Alan 
| Kent’s noon hour show on WNEW, | 
|N. Y., Monday through Saturday. 
$| Jimmy Rich, organist, also added | 
to program. 


ecommended granting of | 


Paul M. | 


ED. CASHMAN 
| (director $-§! 
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DON 


ROSS 


THE RHYMING MINSTREL 
EVERY MONDAY 
WEDNESDAY and FRIDAY 

WOR 
12-12:15 P.M. 
FOR 


BOSCO 





EST 











|GUS VAN 


LABLE F¢ 


STAGE, ‘SCREEN or RADIO 


ADDRESS 
c/o Goldie and Gumm 
1510 Broadway, New York 
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what in the minus column is 


Frank R. MeNinch 


issued 


mark 
support the 


have received a red 
business to 


has 


enough 


cases the nod gone toward 





One Standard Audit for Radio 


Government control of broadcasters’ bookkeeping loomed this week 
en Federal Communications Commission set out to draft model syvs- 
tem of recording profits, losses and receipts. 

Long threatened decree telling what could be put in the plus and 
just 
announcement 
had asked the government figure-jugglers to frame a uniform method 


of recording finances. Con: idered first move in direction of rate- 
fixing. 

‘Only through the adoption of such a svstem can the communica- 
tions indu try or the public have dependable or comparable financial 
data,’ boss regulator elaborated 

Uniform accounting procedure—followin reception of the { 
of licensee goes hand in hand with recommendations of Commis- 
sioner T. A. M. Craven, whose recent reports on the economics at 
broadcasting laid great weight on the lack of data. But it al 
the commish will get dope which may be the basis f ‘ 
can charge only so n uch for their facilities. 

Financial questions have been getting more and more attention 


from FCC examiners in recent weeks 
carry aspect of the business is to be uppermost. 
because 
contemplated station In 
proprietors 
chance of getting advertisers to pay the freight. 


Washington, March 1. 


around the corner. 
Monday (28) 


Chairman 
saying he 


Looks as though the cash-and- 
Several applications 
didn% think there was 


contested 


referees 


who can show the best 








McNinch Deprecates Trade Alarm 
As Internat’ Radio Setup Cues 
‘Government Broadcasting 


Washington, March 1. 
Special interdepartmental 
mittee was created by 
Roosevelt last week to 
plans for international broadcast- 
ing under government auspices, 
causing further fear of Federal com- 
petition with private enterprise. 


come 
President 
formulate 


Apprehension that an outcome of 
the studies will be either (1) a 
movement to commandeer time on 
private transmitters or (2) to em- 
bark on ambitious program of gov- 
ernment ownership which would be 
the start limiting 


toward commer- 


cial operation. Such a_ possibility 
was declared absurd by Federal 
Communications Commission Chair- 
man Frank R. McNinch, who heads 


the group. 

Primary purpose of the commit- 
tee, McNinch explained, is to study 
the type of 
desirable in 


service which is 
developing good-will 
throughout the Western Hemisphere. 
Particularly concerns use made of 
the five-Pan-American frequencies, 
which have been loaned to private 
organizations—CBS, General Elec- 
tric, and World-Wide—under close 
Federal supervision. 
Gimmick Clause 

Disturbing phase of the matier 
Was a statement by McNinch which 
said the committee expects to look 
into question of ‘using other fre- 
quencies which may be available.’ 
Exactly what this signifies is the 
worry of industry reps, since the 
formal announcement threw no fur- 


W 


1,000 Watts 


Lawrence 
Massachusetts 





Rast 


COUNT 


Now 


Averaging 
pa " 


More 
&.000 











RAVIO STATION 
REPRESENTATIVES 


NEW VORA + CHICAGO? 
PLTRO/T- SAN FRAANCISEO 





NATIONAL REPRES 
EDWARD PETR 





,W. Studebaker, 


ther light on the topic. MeNinch 
declared, however, this phrase need 
cause no alarm, since it merely 
means the group will see what 
chance there is that existing li- 
censees may wish to co-operate in 
framing programs which will bol- 
ster U. S. relations with other coun- 


tries and will survey the unallotted 
assignments to see if anv more 
should be reserved for potential gov- 
ernment operation. 

The committee may go 
question of building a 
owned transmitter, a 


into the 
government- 
proposition 


now stvmied at the Capitol and 
strongly supported by various Fed- 
eral officials. Industry opposition 


n this direction—through 
fear it is the opening wedge to break 
down the so-called American 
tem of broadcasting—is 
have been aided by 
velt, the President's 
stance of CBS. 
Special research group includes, 
in addition to MeNinch, Attorneys 
General Cummings; George H. But- 
ler, assistant chief of the State De- 
partment’s division of American Re- 
publics; E. K. Burlew, recently- 
nominated as assistant secretary of 
the Interior; Roy North, deputy third 
assistant Postmaster General: John 
Commissioner of 
Education: Leslie A. Wheeler, chief 
of the division of foreign agricul- 
tural service of the Bureau of Agri- 
cultural Economics, Agriculture De- 
partment; Dr. Alexander V. Dye, 
director of the Bureau of Foreign 
and Domestic Commerce, Commerce 
Department; Warren L. 
president of the Export-Import 
Bank: Harvey B. Otterman. of the 
State Department; and FE. N. Bress- 
man, of the Agriculture Department 


to a move 


cyce- 
reported to 
James Roose- 
son, at the in- 


Pierson, 


Revamps WHEC Music 


Rochester, N. Y.. March 1. 
Ken Sparnon, new WHEC musical 
director, has reorganized 
chestra, keeping only 


studio or- 
two of pre- 


vious setup. Swing also is out in 
favor of trick arrangements. 
Besides full 10-piece outfit which 


plavs twice a week, Sparnon is con- 
centralting on a 
which includes his 
Sparnon, harpist. 
organ, 


combination 
wife, Arabella 
Other setups have 
harp and twin pianos: organ 
fuitar and net: 
strumental guest 
WHEC 
reorganized 
Gunnar 
Buck 


wards 


string 


clar organ with 
soloists. 
production 
with 
Wiig. as chairman: Mo 
French. Charlotte F« 
Ken Sparnon 


planni: be ( 
General 


Ken 
and 


SHUTZ CHESHIRE GRIN 
St. Louis, Marc ] 

A trip to the NAB convention 
a profitable one for WIL. Ed Shui 
the station’s commercial manage) 
visited New York 
route home. He 
195 aqui 
announcements, 
New York, and 195 5 minute pre 
grams garnered in Chicago 

Shutz now favors monthly instead 
conventions of the NAB. | 


and Chicago €Cn- 
arrived with con- 


tracts for rter-hours and 15 


spot picked up 1 


of annual 








WCAM BIDS RECEIVED 





_ EAM BIDS RECEIVED Sale Price of Stations and What 


Municipal Station 
Camden, March 1. 
connection 
of WCAM, 
has been operated by a city commis- | 
February 1, 


municipality's 


Call for bids in with 


the management which | 


_— . . 7 4) 
Sion S1ice when tie 


contract with the 
Broadcast Advertising Company ex- 
pired, was answered on Wednesday 
(23) by Cam, Inc., and Aaron Heine, 


local attorne Operation of the city 
( ea LION Ni ( B 
p! t 1 t 

1 ( y ¢ ) 

( I ( ( ( ( ( li rn 

Pre nm CC ac et te h by 
C: ] \ ch epresented 
» ey » ( ( ed 
$3600 vearly re for t : 

i l DV ¢ Dla ot " ePU 

{ itier ‘ cost of $15,000 é 
me i pec é ( props Vy 
Car Inc eed ] t tand ex- 


pense of all equipment installation 


during the period covered by the 
contract. 
Hicine ofle) 


named ae rental of 


$3.000. plus ‘5‘) of all commercial 
{ime revenue received from $24,999 
to $34.999, and 7!2% of all revenue 
CCeI\ 1 ove $35.000 Unde tood 

Heine. represented by Bartholo- 
mew A. Sheehan, asked to be reim- 
bursed for equipment outlay, and to 
be defended by city in any legal 


suits 
Certified checks for $15,000 accom- 
Expected that 


1} 
Li 


panied bids no defi- 


before two 


te action Wi be taken 


weeks, and there is no assurance that 
either of the bids will be accepted. 
There is a possibility that new bids 
will be calied for. Sanction of Fed- 


must be secured be- 


eral commissior 
{ effective. 


ore city contract Is 


WBAP, FORT WORTH, 
TO AIR FROM STIR 


Dallas, March 1. 
Station WBAP of Ft. Worth, which 
shares 800 kilocycles frequency with 
WFAA of Dallas, has ved 


rece per- 


mission of Texas Prison Board fo1 
unusual series of radio shows to 
originate in the state prison at 
Huntsville. Te> 

Details. now being worked out by 


Elbert Haling, will not be certain 
until after the meeting of the Prison 
Board on March 7. Program will go 
once a week, Starting date and hour 
of day not vet decided. 


Broadcasts will include interviews 


with prisoners, famous and _ other- 
wise, in which the convicts will be 
given an opportunity to tell their 


story, air their views 
cell and advise little boys to be good, 
or else. Possible that some of the 
shows will come from female prison 
farm, part of the Huntsville plant. 
WBAP plans to send an announcer 
and technician to Huntsville each 
week to handle the broadcasts. 
Likely that first airing will have 


prison officials. 


on life in a 


Should Be Itemized as Values 
Divides F.C.C. Commissioners 


Washingt arch 1 
+ ! 
Stand to take on deli ee! tte of 
rs y ] ‘ 
€ onaviene i ( 
lid { id ist | 
F« ( ) ( ( 
yn de open ] ( ce 
ni aela ) e host ¢ 
ne { ipplicat el ( 
» transfer cor oO or ( 1 
Ce 
I e¢ different ( ec cle 
ewpolnts ere a ( ! e bet 
aken last week when, ;¢ ‘ or 


A 
lasting 
| 


several hours, the full mem 
ership engaged in heated debate 
and made next to no progre ine 
tablishing a vardstick with which 


to measure public interest. Proposi- 
7 


tion is extremely significant, since 
final conclusion bound te be 
crutinized carefully Cx r rie 

De tne l M oO ( ( thy 
lit itio Repe Cl jor nt «€ Cn 
nvolve constitutionality of the 1934 


| 
j ‘ 
Communications Act. 

Extreme views 


were i Iwo 


factions, with the balance of powe1 


in the hands of the middle-of-the- 
roaders. Chief issue whether any- 
thing but bare worth of physical 
property shall be weighed in ruling 


on transfer pleas. 

Ultra-conservatives contend there 
is nothing in the sti vhich al- 
lows the Commish to look at the 
fairness of the sale price, although in 
the famous KNX case the FCC went 
to lengths to sustain its view that the 


lute 


$1.250,000 cost was not excessive 
This contingent says the only thing 
that concerns the governinent i 
whether the prospective buver hi 
sufficient resources to acquire and 
operate the transmitte 
Cost Element 
Advocates of thorouech ogling of 
price tags take exactly opposite 
tand 3ecause the amount paid fo) 
the property may have an effect on 


the rates charged and the nature of 


ervice rendered—besides — px bly 
inat 


, 
have any vested 


being inconsistent with the idea 
licensees do not 
right in 


their and op- 


erating franchise they insist the 
FCC cannot fail to weigh the 
element. Answer that it is absurd 
to argue that an agency enjoined to 
safeguard the public interest cannot 
veto a transaction on grounds the 
price is too high. 

Possibility of a compromise de- 
pends on_ oratorical ability — of 


frequencie 


cost 


{minority which holds the Commish 


can express its opinion of the price 
but ought not be too stern. Some al- 
lowance should be made for yood- 
will or going-concern value and prob- 
ably for investment and pioneering 


| costs, as well as for the actual worth | 
‘speeches by Gov. James Allred and | of the plant at the time of the sale. | 
been the 


This intangible item has 


i Clash of mind: 


crux of the problem, with some ex- 


amine} turning thumb down on 
i dea hich 1 | rit 
( ( ne Ol i é ()¢ ( 
( 01 ce ‘ er I 
( 
Good Will Item 
I; the event the Comn mh aecides 
( ( er € ol Tul i ( 
fere r ypinie ck é ‘ 
( 1 of ( ete for ch 
V I ulde U nau e me 
ber believe there ] rOuUTC ( aie 
1o\ i-will iten 


Frank R Me- 


notably Chairman 
Ninch—declare there } no such 
measurable thing in radio. Similar 


about permitting 


ers to get something to compensate 


them for research, improvement of 


propertic and public ervice ac- 
LIVILiE 

Considerable anguish about finding 
a way out of this maze. Enactment 
of le lation—either clearing u, the 
Vagueng attached to phrase ‘public 
interest’ convenience, and necessity’ 
Or specifically telling the Commish 


what to do and how to do it in de- 
ciding on sales may be the only so- 
lution. This would take time and lift 


the lid on the argument about Com- 
mish past deeds. 
Practioners at the 
overwhelmingly of the 
the act 
penciling a transaction on the ground 
of price. Privately, however, 
barristers concede it would be 
if the Commish has that 
providing there is some 
derstanding about what may 
be included in the purchase figure. 


FCC bar are 
that 
blue- 


opinion 
Zives no excuse for 
some 
well 
authority, 
lefinite 
ilems 


une- 


Next most serious problem—news- 
paper ownership—is being — side- 
stepped deliberately. Presumably 
waiting for orders from the White 
House, with the President too har- 
assed by other matters to give 


much thought to such a detail. Many 
of the 
who want to muscle in on airwaved 
advertising and check competition. 
None of the press pleas are up at 
present, although many are ready for 
decision. On direct orders 


sale cases involve publishers 


from the 


Chairman, the Commish has been 
ducking all requests where news- 


papers figure. Members instructed 
not to bother reading the record and 
individuals who have such cases to 
digest have been told there is no 
hurry about preparing a summary. 


Alan Scott’s Leg Mended 
Philadelphia, March 1. 
Alan Scott, WCAU commentator, 
back at the mike Sunday (27) after 
10 days’ absence nursing sick leg. 
His Saturday night spot has been 
taken over permanently by Herb 
Syme, labor attorney. 
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WLW Must Testify as Payne Ordered; 


All 500 KW Applicants Up Soon 


Washington, March 1. 

Long wait for chance to convince 
the FCC that superpower is and is 
not in ‘the public interest’ comes six 
weeks hence. Potential juice behe- 
moths will get a hearing May 16 and 
thereafter. Clear channels which will 
hear about how fast they can jump 
are applicants for 500 ke authoriza- 
tions, as follows: WHO, WGN, KFI, 
WSM, WSB, KDK*, KNX, KSL, 
WBZ, WGY, WHAS, WIR, WJZ, 
WOR and WOAI. Commish regs pro- 
vide for only 40 clear channels, 
though duplication exists at present 
on about 12 of the specified 40. 

Reconsideration of the order re- 
quiring WLW, Cincinnati, to justify 
its exclusive privilege to use 500,000 
watts and its status as the only super- 
power transmitter in the country, 
was denied last week by the Federal 
Communications Commission. 





Sticking by the contention of Com- 


missioner George Henry Payne and 
its legal staff, the full group agreed 
that a single member has power to 


demand a public hearing on applica- 
tions for renewal of special experi- 
mental authority licenses. Payne had | 
set WLW down for formal inquisi- | 
tion Jan. 20, but the validity of his 
act was contested by Duke M. Pat- 
rick, counsel for Crosley Radio Corp 





Main Street Interlude 


Lynchburg, Va., March 1. 
WLVA did a bit of personal 
paging last week which turned 


out embarrassing all around. 
A lawver anxious to get in 
touch with another townsman 
of the same profession induced 
the station to broadcast the 
quest, with instructions that the 
wanted barrister call a certain 
hosnital immediately 

When the air-paged lawyer 
returned to his office from a 
leisurely lunch the place was 


jammed with sorrowing friends 
whose wives had heard the 
message and called them up. 
With the bunch grouped around 
him, the lawyer, figuring, like 


who got WLVA to do the 
paging said he couldn’t under- 
stand what all the excitemen 
was about. 











While no formal explanation was 
fssued, Commish was reported di- | 
vided on question of whether the | 
order allocating one man the right | 
to grant, deny, or sc1edule hearings | 
on the special research permits. | 

Latest Commish action means that | 
in time—probably not until late | 
spring or early falli—WLW will have 
to take tne rostrum along with the 
16 other broadcasters who wish to 
enjoy the right to use ten times the 
maximum wattage now permitted. 
Pending a decision after the hearing. 
Cincinnati plant will be allowed to 
go on using more juice than any 
other outlet in this country. 





Denver Complications 





Albany, is 
the committee of station men which 


RICHARDSON 
HEADS ALBANY 


WATCHERS — 


lin this particular Northwest area. | 


Duell Richardson, mgr. of WOKO, 
the new chairman of 


is watchdogging for the broadcasting 
industry around the state legislature 
in Albany. Richardson’s committee 
will co-operate with the advertising 





Denver, March 1. 

F. W. Meyer, manager of KLZ 
here, has applied to the FCC for au- 
thority to construct a 250 watt day 
and 100 night 1.310 kilocycle station 
in’ Denver. The Mountain Top 
Trans-Radio Corporation some weeks 
azo applied for the same rights. The 
Mountain Top application has been 
set for hearing March 14. 

Meyer, manager of KLZ, which is 
aifiliated with the Oklahoma Pub- 
lishing Company, also owners of 
WKY, Oklahoma City, and KVOR, | 
Colorado Springs, made the appli- | 


| 


cation as a personal move, with no | 








|}that affect them mutually. 


business in contending with bills 
The 
|committee includes Kolin Hager, 
| WGY, Schenectady; William Fay, 
| WHAM, Rochester; Cecil D. Mastin, 
WNBF, Binghamton, and Sidney | 
Kaye, CBS. 


While there are more measures | 
than ever concerning radio in the | 
legislature this session, the broad- | 
casters haven't found much senti- , 
ment favoring their passage. 

Behind the plan, outlined in the 
McCall bill, of placing radio stations 


and radio companies under the su-. 


! 


POSTPONE MEETING 


Elliott Roosevelt Huddle Delayed— 
Too Soon After N.A.B. 





Chicago, March 1. 
Elliott Roosevelt's meeting 


tional Radio Sales outfit, which had 
been scheduled for this week, has 
been postponed for the time being. 

Figured that the meeting came too 
soon after the NAB gathering in 
Washington and that the station men 
had to spend a little more time back 
on their own lots getting things run- 
ning smoothly. Meeting will likely 
be held here later this month. 


MORE ABOUT 
NORTHWEST 


Station KXRO 





Aberdeen, Wash., Feb. 24. 

them, that his family had been Editor, VARIETY: 
in a wreck. called the hos- Variety has recently published 
pital. His attorney friend, he considerable comment on Mutual in | 
found, merely wanted 0 ine the Pacific Northwest, in which our | 
—s : bout a routine legal station seems to have figured. Sho- 
eer walter Lynch, of MacWilkens & | 

Local paper got the story and Gin kaa ten rhe t the | 
gave it heavy play. Lawyer 7 nen a Sen ee oe 


blanketing coverage that Mutual has 
on the Pacific Coast. In contrast, 
sundry other contributors have is- | 
sued contradictory statements. Per- | 
haps nothing so well tells the story | 
as the recent listener survey carried 
on in Grays Harbor county by a 
certified public accountant. 

While it is true that stations of the | 
other major networks can be heard | 
in this area, it is also true that their | 
signal strength is not sufficient to 
assure them an undisturbed signal. | 


|The enclosed copy of our completed | 


survey, remarkable though it may | 
appear, is nevertheless a clear and | 


with | 
station men repped by the Interna- ! 


Mark Ethridge, Herbert Hoover Top 





Loucks’ Statement 





Washington, March 1. 

Solid front against any 
charge for permits or any puni- 
tive taxation was promised by 
Phil Loucks, temporary head of 
National Association of Broad- 
casters. who started backfire 
immediately by pointing to the 
volume of taxes which the in- 
dustry already pays. 

‘We will compile all sorts of 
data about the financial side of 
the question and will make a 
legal study so we can defend 
ourselves from both angles,’ 
Loucks said. ‘The industry's 
position has been consistent for 
many years and we shall fight 
to the limit against being sin- 
gled out for any special taxes.’ 


WIL SEEKS U. 8. 
COURT RULE 
ON FCC 


Washington, March 1. 
Validity of Communications Act 
provisions by which the Federal 
Communications Commission regu- 
lates broadcasting is challenged in 
brief field last week with the U. S. 














unbiased picture of listener habits | Supreme Court by Missouri Broad- 


| We believe it tells more concisely | 


and more emphatically than prob- 
lematical arguments our share of 
the Mutual story. 
Ben K. Weatherwazx, 
Program Director. 

(Survey to which KXRO makes 
reference was made by J. William 
Caunt, C.P.A. On a basis of 2,342 
interviews it found the local station 
had 74% ‘tuned in’ 


tion among 10 out-of-town stations.) 


In and Out at KRLD 


Dallas, March 1. 

Gene Heard, announcer, is leaving 
Dallas Radio Station KRLD in near 
future to join staff of Gulf radio 
organization. Another present KRLD 
spieler, Jimmy Crocker, who was 
formerly with Gulf at Pan-American 
Exposition, is quitting microphone 
for sales department of Times-Her- 





connection between it and his pres- | Pervision of the New York State ald station. 


ent job. 


Public Service Commission, is said to 


To fill the gap made by departure 


Also pending before the commis- | be the idea of tapping a new source from announcing staff of Heard and 


sions 


are the joint applications of |Of revenue. 


The measure would 


‘Crocker, 


KFEL and KVOD, both of Denver, | Place them within the classification George of KTAT, Ft. Worth. 


now on 920 with split time. KFEL is 
asking for full time on the 920 band, 
while KVOD wants full time on 630. 
Hearings have been held on the 
KFEL-KVOD matter with the com- 
mission taking it under advisement. 


WTAM’S Theatre Tieup 


Cleveland, March 1. 

Talent-search staged by Warner 
Bros. theatres in five Northern 
Ohio towns is getting novel air co- 
operation of WTAM and E. R. Al- 
cott, head of NBC artists service bu- 
reau here. Statior. has never been 
approachable before on outside con- 
tests, but went into this one as part 
ot its new good-will policy estab- 
lished since moving into larger stu- 
dios. 

Promoter of idea is Nat Wolf, who 
is staging it in WB houses in Coshoc- 
ton, Youngstown, Mansfield, Lorain 
for four weeks starting March 14. 
Winds up in Uptown and Variety 
theatres here. Top amateurs picked 
each week to tour circuit in vaude 
revue whipped up by Alcott, until 
weeded down to one winner weekly. 

Finals being aired by WTAM, 
with winner getting free trip to New 
York, screen test at Warner's East- 
ern studio and NBC shot from Ra- 
dio City. 








Everett Kemp Joins KOAM 
Pittsburgh, Kansas, March 1. 

Fverett Kemp, who was the origi- 
mal ‘Uncle Ezra,’ has joined KOAM 
staif. 

Will do his ‘Happy Hollow’ show 
@nd several others station is in the 
throes of plotting. 


| of public utilities. and, as such sub- | 


| ject to the annual 2% gross income 
| utility tax. 

| On recommendation of Governor 
Lehman, the legislature added such 
}a tax last year. Due to his in- 
|sistence, the lawmakers probably 
| will continue it for 1938-39, despite 
/maneuvering last week by repre- 
|sentatives of utilities, especially of 
| subways and bus lines, to present a 
|; workable substitute tax. One pro- 
| posal was for a 2% levy on theatre 
admissions, proponents claiming it 
would vield $1,300,000. 





WHK’s DX Auxiliary 
| Cleveland, March 1. 
Short-wave station has been set 
up by WHK-WCLE for one day per 
week broadcasts, carried  simul- 
taneously with WHK’'s programs. 
Tagged, W8XNT, and managed by 
FE. I. Gove, the new short-wave out- 
fit operates on 38,600 kilocycles with 
50 watts power, each Wednesday 
from noon to midnight. First broad- 
cast carried Cleveland svmph or- 
chestra and the Joe Louis-Nathan 
Mann fight. 





in Technical Violation 


Washington, March 1. 

Judicial review of the Federal 
Communications Commission’s  re- 
fusal to grant a construction permit 
to the Asheville Daily News because 
Harold H. Thoms, rag’s editor, once 
pleaded guilty to a law violation, was 
sought last week. 

Contention that the FCC decision— 
that a grant to Thoms was not in 
the public interest because of his 
‘personal and moral character’—was 
arbitrary and canricious was made 
before the D. C. Court of Appeals by 
| Duke M. Patrick, who raised the 
| question of whether the offense was 
wrong itself and whether an individ- 





Duke Patrick Denies F.C.C. Right to Decide ‘Morals’ 


of Eccentric State Law 


ual should be disqualified from en- 
gaging in the radio business because 
of a technical mis-step. 

In view of the mass of evidence 
concerning Thoms’ standing in the 
community and personal reputation, 
turning down the paper's plea for 
permission to build a 100-watter op- 
erating on 1370 ke., Patrick insisted. 

Reason given for nixing Thoms 
was that some years back he printed 
a story about plans of individuals for 
a political camp ‘fn, thus breaking 
a statute which requires derogatory 
statements about canddates for of- 
fice to be signed, 





percentage at | 
‘time of calls, against 26% distribu- | 


KRLD is taking on Roy | 


the Commish lacked justification for | 


| casting Co., owner of WIL. 

Effort to gain a statement by the 
| highest tribunal about the validity 
|of FCC procedure was made in 
|aftermath of the long-fought St. 
| Louis case where the Star-Times was 
given the nod over both WIL and 
| KSD. This is the proposition which 
|dvew a sharp rebuke for the Com- 
|mish from the D. C. Court of Ap- 
| peals, leading to complete reform of 
administrative procedure in reach- 
ing decisions on broadcast applica- 
| tions. 

| Although the Commish has re- 
| formed its habits in the past three 
| months, Louis G. Caldwel’ and Don- 
|ald C. Beelar, counsel for WIL, 
|urged the Supreme Court to state 
| whether it is valid for the regulatory 
body to think up reasons after 
reaching a decision and whether the 
intermediate jurists were right when 
they said the “CC is not obligated 
|to make a full finding before tak- 
ing a vote. 

Another vital po’nt is raised in the 
| appeal. Top bench asked to say 
| whether present licensees have a 
| preferred status in any tiff with 
| newcomers seeking facilities. 


| A good part of the controversy in 
| the present situation is pointless—to 
jall practical 


| FCC has changed its procedure. No 


longer announces decis‘ons and then | 


|—after several weeks—gives expla- 
|nation of the process by which it 
|; made up iis mind. But there is much 
| significance in the challenge of the 
, Commish powers, besides the impor- 
'tance attached to the question of 
| whether WIL was damaged and the 
| poser about the preferential status of 
= existing franchise-holder, 

} 





St. Louis, March 1. 
application of the Missouri 


Declared Unfit to Bdcast, Takes Appeal ®:°:!"r.:° c.%enon= 


;preme court on Friday 25) issued a 
| writ of prohibition temporarily re- 
| Straining Circuit Judge Frank C. 
O’Malley from enforcing an order re- 
| quiring the company to produce 
| books and records for inspection by 
| John C. Leonard, a former employe 
of the station. Judge O’Malley issued 
his order Jan. 20 in a suit filed by 
| Leonard for $35,000 compensation for 
his services from June 1, 1930, to 
| October 31. 1935. plus $1,875 as com- 
| mission for selling radio time to a 
| church, 

Leonard allesed he was employed 
to obtain evidence in support of 
WIL’s application to F.C.C. for an 
increase in its time allotment. Writ, 
returnable in 30 days, is effective 
until the court gives its final decision. 





KTMS, Santa Barbara, lets class 
in radio technique at Santa Barbara 
State College air weekly experi- 
} mental program over wavelength. 


purposes—since the | 


Sentiment Polls Among Stations 


+ 


Washington, March 1, 

Elimination trials for the various 
individuals seeking or suggested for 
post of paid president for the Na- 
tional Association of Broadcasters 
tentatively set for coming week-end, 
Executive Committee plans to fore. 
gather at Nashville or Louisville to 
exchange reports on _ preliminary 
study of lengthy list and try to nar- 
row the field in anticipation of the 
board meeting March 21, 

Little progress toward pruning the 
roster has been made so far, al- 
thougn individual members report 
they have collected much data about 
different persons whose names are 
|in the hopper. Far-fetched sugges- 
tions have been blue-penciled by the 
various committeeme but nothing in 
ithe way of preparaing a preferred 
list has been attempted. 

Despite his announced unwilling- 
| ness to consider the post, Mark Eth- 
|ridge of the Louisville Courier- 
| Journal and WHAS is being talked 
up about as much as anyone. What- 
ever crystallization of sentiment is 
discernible throughout the trade in- 
volves him. Otherwise, no recog- 
nizable trends in behalf of any in- 
| dividual have set in since the spe- 
cial convention broke up two weeks 
ago. 

Herbert Hoover is liked as a pos- 
sibility but is strictly an unknown as 
to availability. 








| WASHINGTON BUZZ | 


Washington, March 1, 

Proposed parson’s paradise, con- 
sisting of a 1 kw station in Philadel- 
phia to be turned over almost com- 
pletely to clerics desiring to go on 
the air, shattered last week by un- 
favorable F.C.C. examiners’ report. 

Suggested religious advertising, re- 
ligious programs and religious own- 
ership of the station failed to im- 
press Commish attorney who dis- 
|covered that proposed transmitter 
will be open only for the use of 
those whose creeds expound the 
Bible with the so-called ‘funda- 
mentalist interpretation.’ Complete 
ban would be put on members of 
Catholic and Jewish faiths. 

Local uproar over get-rich-quick 
scheme of the District Discount As- 
sociation took a jump out of most of 
the staff of WRC-WMAL, Washing- 
ton NBC transmitters. Hearing that 
thousands of investors were in line 
to reap rich rewards in the chain- 
letter plan, which promised large re- 
turns on a $5 investment as soon as 
the name of the signatory appeared 
at the top of a list of other names, 
NBC gang, from stenographers to top 
officials, forked over the $5.95 neces- 
sary to join up. Closing of the es- 
| tablishment Friday (25) alarmed the 
; the NBC’ers temporarily, but latest 
| reports were that most of them got 





| their money back. 

| While WMAL-WRC spent all of its 
| Spare time during the week in sign- 
|ing on the dotted line and waiting 
for the dough to roll in, WJSV, 
Columbia’s local station, did not fall 
immediately for the old shell-game. 
Only two phone operators got 
burned, 





Minor revolt against Chairman Mc- 
Ninch broke out in F.C.C. ranks last 
week. Upset schedule for 24-hour 
period. But the hard-driving chair- 
man got back at his colleagues. 

After spending better part of two 
weeks in almost day-long sessions 
listening to arguments about higher 
telegraph rates, minority balked at 
the idea of a 4:30 to 6 meeting to 
take up other matters. Insisted they 
were being driven hard enough— 
with early morning the only part to 
read mail and attend to office chores. 

Contemplated session was called 
off. But MecNinch kept his colleagues 
soing until after dark Friday and 
had the second successive Saturday 
session. 
| N.A.B. has invited F.C.C. Chair- 
| man Frank McNinch to chow with 





the board of directors at their forth- 
coming March 21 session. 

| Unusual intimacy between the 
| regulators and the regulatees. 
| 





John Thorp, former sports writer, 
|has taken over daily sports airings 
/on KYW, Philly, formerly handled 
| by Kerby Cushing. Cushing left the 
station to handle publicity for Vil- 
lanova College. 
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GOTTA REAL 
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John Royal, NBC program chief, 
last week took cognizance of the 
growing practice among broadcasting 
band leaders of exchanging plugs on 
songs that they have either written 
or published. He declared that his 
department 1s making an investiga- 
tion of the situation to determine 
which leaders are to be warned and 
which are to be told that henceforth 
the network’s program department 
will lay out their nightly remote 
programs. 

Royal also disclosed that he pro- 
poses to tighten up on the publisher- 


personal relations angle as it af- 


fects persons assigned to pass on 
such bands’ repertoires in NBC's 
program department. These em- 
ployees will be instructed to stop 
juggling around an orchestra’s 01 
singer’s program so that some fa- 


vored publisher can either make o1 
dop the week’s recapitulation of net- 
work plugs. Royal said that this 
personnel will have their tasks 
shuffled and reshuffled until all 
vestiges of favoritism have been 
eliminated from the department. 
Another angle that Royal is look- 


ing into eoncerns the complaint 


made by publishers that musical 
directors associated with certain 
of NBC’s outlying managed and 





operated stations are dictating 
what local reps the pubs are to em- 
ploy and how much they are to be 
paid. Royal said that he is de- 
termined to maintain the best of 
musical standards for the network 
and that the popular music cleared 
over it must be based on real merit 
and entertainment value and not 
performed as a result of bribery, 


Jogrolling among writer or  pub- 
Nisher-band leaders or the other 


personal relations between perform- 
€is and publishers’ contact men. 


PHILLY SYMPH MAY 
BRING BACK OPERAS. 





Philadelphia, March 1. 

Philly orchestra, which dropped | 
sbout $300,000 in opera three years | 
@f0, May again present them next | 
winter. 

Season, if it pans out, will be lim- | 
fied to only a few operas. Huge 
deficit of three years ago was in- 
curred by overzealous attempt at 30 | 


performances, extremely heavy for 
Philly. 


Bigamist Bassoonist 


A Break for the Boys 


St. Louis, March 1. 
lacking a bassoonist, the 
Orch in Missouri’s state penitentiary 
at Jefferson City, which gives week- 
ly concerts in the chapel Sunday af- 
ternoons, is now complete. The in- 
maté personnel boasts many good 
fiddlers, pianists, trumpeters, drum- 
mers, etc, and these have been 
welded into a good orchestra. But 
the looters figured they’d do better 
with a bassoonist. 

heir wish was realized two weeks 
#20 when William H. Kruse, bassoon- 
ist, and former member of the Kan- | 
fas City Philharmonic, was dressed | 
1n to serve a ‘two-spot’ for bigamy. 
His musical accomplishments were | 
‘oon learned by members of the | 
orch and when his quarantine period 
riage ay will accept an invitation 
ies tooters in the regu- 


Nab Music Sheet Peddlers 


Philadelphia, March 1. 
of Federal Bureau of In- 
ation pinched a dozen vendors 
song sheets within a three block | 
#ie€a here Saturday (26). They said | 
# half-ton of the pamphlets was 
-tetener ier in the arrests, which fol- 
( we d several weeks of investigation. 
. bs ndors are charged with vio- 
“en of the copyright laws on com- 
Plants filed by ASCAP, which said 
tong sheets were being sold without 
Payment of copyright fees. 
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Midnight Swing Oil 


Philadelphia swing addicts | 
lopped the antics of their New 
York brothers for the opening 
of Benny Goodman at the Earle 
theatre. 

Line started forming at mid- 
night Thursday, using bonfires 
to keep warm. Friday morning 
the services of 16 cops were 
needed to keep order. 











| there was affixed a sticker agreeing 
| to accept any terms SPA later ob- 


are A. A. Tomei, prez; A. Rex Ric- 


| department 





Publishers and Lawyers 


Map Defense Strategy 
In Mills-S.P.A. Suit 


Publishers and their lawyers met 
late yesterday afternoon (Tuesday ) 
at the offices of the Music Publishers 
Protective Association to discuss the | 
line of strategy to be pursued in the | 
defense of the Songwriters Protec- | 
tive Association’s suit against Mills} 
Music, Inc. SPA wans the N. Y. 
supreme court to adjudicate the as- | 
sociation’s claim to the mechanical | 
rights vested in the copyrighted 
works of its members. Samuel Jesse | 


Buzzell, Mills’ counsel, induced the 
MPPA several weeks ago to con-| 


tribute $1,500 toward the expenses of | 
the case. 


Differences over Buzzell’s defen- | 


sive approach have already broken | 


out among lawyers for other pub- 
lishers. These attorneys feel that 
Buzzell should have given them a 


chance to look over his answer be- 
fore he filed 
suggest additional defenses. Yester- | 
day’s discussion included the ques- 
tion as to whether the defense should | 
move for a dismissal or ask the court 
to assign the case for early trial. 
Complaint filed against Mills con- 
tains two causes of action, one deal- 
ing with a writer’s contract to which 


tained from publishers in general, 
and the other involving the accept- 
ance of a composition from writers | 
without such sticker being part of| 
the contract. | 





Sue Musicians’ U. Execs | 


| 








Philadelphia, March 1. | 
Four execs of the Musicians’ Local 





are charged with conspiracy to pre- | 
of dictating what local men are to} : 
;canned music fight have we heard 


vent them from yetting jobs by three 
members of the union in an action | 
filed in Common Pleas Court here 
last Thursday. Named as defendants 


cardi, secretary; Joseph Bossle, Sr., 
treasurer, and Louis Ionber, chair- 
man of the trial board. Complain- | 
ants are Leon Gordon, George Tip- 


} ton and Alvin Schatz. 


Men were members of the Car- | 
man Theatre band, hired by a con- 
tractor, Leon Saporita. Saporita lost 
the job and was fired from the Union 
when caught playing the $51 scale 
job for $40. His musicians likewise | 
lost their posts, but three complain- 
ants were not expelled from the 
Local, 


Now Write One 


Hollywood, Marchl. | 
Warners is preparing to give the- 
atre patrons a course of instruction 
in how time and money is spent in 
readying the arrangement for a 
three-minute tune. Short will be 
made under title of ‘Arranging Ar- 
rangements.’ 
Al Goodman prepared the script. 


Merchant Writes Song 
Salt Lake City, March 1. 
Herbert S. Auerbach, wealthy local 
store owner, cleffed 
‘Midnight on the Range,’ and prairie 
ballad is being plugged by Eugene 
Jelesnik’s orchesira at Hotel Utah. 
Merchant's 
poems and collecting western Ameri- 
relics, | 


hobbies are scribbling 


Can pronee! 


TOWAR 


_Chiseling Orchestra Leaders 


}ous reasons, a 
ithe subject, it is 


it so that they could? 


| that their futures 


' Sessions court 
|}put on 





—__—_ . 


Royal Warning NBC Employes And ‘accp TOUGHENS 
Outside Music Men on Logrolling 











BANOMEN 





Heaping One Abuse After 
Another on Song Publish- 
ers—Revolt Brewin g— 
Out-of-Town Radio Con- 


ductors Very Dictatorial 


‘BRING A PARTY’ 


Campaign to bring under control 
those band leaders who make a fla- 
grant practice of trading plugs 
among themselves has already made 
itself evident within the music indus- 
try. While officials in the American 
Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers are maintaining, for obvi- 
guarded manner on 
understood that 
counteractive machinery has already 
been oiled in that organization. 
Batonist-writers who either are on| 
the membership roster of ASCAP or | 
have ambitions of getting into the 
Society will likely find the going | 
tough from now on, It was reported | 


}that one such application was point- 


edly turned down by the writers’ 
membership committee last week. 

It is understood that the ASCAP | 
directors will conduct thorough 
probes into the actual authorships | 
and sources whenever questions of 
membership acceptance or increases 
in rating are submitted in the cases 
of leader-writers or leader-publish- 
ers. 
for bandmen within the Society has 
found its greatest support from 
among the writer members, who feel 
are as seriously 
menaced as those of the publishers. 

That Nest-Egg 

Leaders in both the writer and 
publisher camps of ASCAP say that 
they were fully aware of what is 
behind the spread of soiug writing | 





and publishing among band leaders | 
and their determination to pile up 
as many uses of their works as pos- 
sible. The common objective is mem- 
bership in the Society and a desire 
to build up a royalty nest-erg that 
they can look to when their heyday 
as bandmen are over. 

Another chiseling wrinkle that the 
music men have hopes of eliminating 
from the business involves certain 
musical directors of network man- 
aged stations outside New York. One 
of these makes not only a practice 


be hired by publishers and how 
much they are to be paid but insists 
that his own singer be put on the 


| payroll of some publisher as a local 


contactman. 
Frofessional maragess deciare that | 
the third major evil that is oppress- 


| iuig the music business has to de with 


the increasing pressure thot is being | 
brought to bear upoo them by cafe | 
and hotel leaders in the matter of | 
Guest attendance. jiniimen are no | 
longer content with having the pa- | 

(Continuec on page 40) 


Stiffening of the opportunities | 


ito forget same. 
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Max Dreyfus Cites Louis Bernstein 


Before Board; Avers Pub Used V. P. 
Post in the ASCAP to Best Him 


+ 





Diamond Plaque 


Chicago, March 1 

In recognition of his coopera- 
tion and aid in working out new 
musicians deal with the Co- 
lumbia network in St. Louis, 
James C. Petrillo, president of 
the Chicago Federation of Mu- 
sicians, has been made an hon- 
orary life member of the St. 
Louis local. 

St. Louis musicians 
sent Petrillo a diamond studded 
gold plaque with the procla- 
mation inscribed. Plaque, which 
has valuation of more than 
$1,000, was signatured in gold by 
St. Louis union officers, Sam- 
uel Meyers, president; Kenneth 
Farmer, Clarence Maurer and 
Al Schott. 


Petrilio’s Thank You Note 


To Musicians for Heiping 
Fight on Mechanica!s 


union 











Chicago, March 1. 
James C. Petrillo, head of the Chi- 


Difference 
stein 


between Louis Bern- 
Max Dreyfus over the 
copyright renewal rights to ‘A Little 
Love, a_ Little Kiss’ (Un Pey 
d’Amour’) have not only broken up a 
friendship of 38 years’ standing, but 
resulted in the unprecedented citing 
of one publisher by another before 
the board of directors of the Ameri- 
can Society of Composers, Author@ 
and Publishers on charges of misuse 
ing his official capacity in the organe 
3ernstein, president of Shae 
piro, Bernstein & Co., and a v.p. ig 
the society, is slated to appear bee 
fore the ASCAP board this aftere 
noon (Wednesday) to defend himself 
against Dreyfus’ allegations. 

Dreyfus, who with his brother 
Louis controls Chappell & Co., the 
Crawford Music Co. and the Marlo 
Musie Co., charges that Bernstein 
had abused his office of ASCAP 
v.p. by carrying on his negotiations 
for the renewals of ‘A Little Love’ 
with the French and British writers 
of the song through the Paris office 
of the American Society. Bernstein, 
who worked out the renewal con- 
tracts while in Europe last summer, 
is also accused of using the station- 
ery of the same Paris office with the 
intent to imply that his dealings 
were of interest to ASCAP., For this 


. } 
and 


iZavlon, 





cago Federation of Musicians, has 
sent an open letter and message to 
the members of the Chicago local to 


thank them for their support and 
cooperation in the fight against 


canned music. 

Petrillo stated that it was true that 
the Chicago local had lost approxi- 
mately $150,000 in wages since put- 
ting the ban on recordings in Feb- 
ruary, 1937, and that it is likely that 
some of the recordings that were 
taken out of the local jurisdiction 
may represent work that will never 
come back, but that it was a sacri- 


| fice which will be appreciated by all 
|/members of the American Federa- 


tion of Musicians. 

He further stated: ‘Please remem- 
ber that throughout al) history some- 
one has always had to sacrifice in 
order that someone else could live 
and prosper. That is what the mu- 
sicians of the Chicago local did, anc 


|again I am sure that everyone w! 
knows the true story of this canned | 


music fight can never forget the par 
played by members of the Chicago 
local. I am sure they have no desire 
Never during this 


one member being dissatisfied be- 
cause he, or she, may have lost some 
compensation because of the record- 
ing and transcription ban.’ 


STOMPIN’ AT THE AFM 


‘Local 802’ is the tag of a new 
number by Doris Fisher, daughter 
of Fred Fisher, songwriter. 

Santly-Joy will publish. 








Professional Music Men's benefit 
set for the Alvin, N. Y., April 24. 








Jobher and Employee Escape Ail 


Sentences in Music 


Abe Schlager, partner in the job- 
bing firm of Ashley Music Supply, 
received a suspended sentence from 
Judge George Donnellan in General 
Friday 

three years 
had pieaded guilty to at- 


(25) and was 
probation. 
Schlayver 


tempted larceny in the second de- 
;gree. His co-defendant, Walter Zu- 
fall, who had been an employee of 
the G. Schirmer Music Co. for over 
25 years, reccived milar treatment 
from the court. It explained 
that leniency was being exercised 
because necithe had a previous po 
|Jice record and promise had been 


made to make restitution, 


Abe Schlager and Walter Zufall Draw Suspended 


Book Larceny Case 


In the probation officer's 
read before sentence was imposed it 
was that Zufall had im- 
plicated Schlager as his disposal 
of $5,500 


report 


disclosed 


connection in the theft 
worth of music books from the Bos 
ton Music Co., a Schirmer: ub- 
diary. Mention was also made ir 
the report of Schlager’s alleged 
connection with the Duma Musie 
Supply Co., which went bankrupt 
everal months ago. Report stated 
that Ashley reputed to d 
jusiness of $500,000 a year and that 
Schlager admitted that } ncome 
has been from $8,000 to $10,000 


pyear. i 


Dreyfus wants Bernstein censured 
by the board. 
Very Bitter 

Clash between Dreyfus and Bern- 
stein drastically brings to the surface 
a situation which has developed con- 
siderable bitterness among various 
publishers in the popular music field. 
This situation concerns the mad 
scramble that has been going on for 
months over the copyright renewal 
rights to old numbers whose value 
has been immensely enhanced by 
radio usages, 

‘Un Peu d’Amour’ was originally 
published by the Paris firm of 
Digoude-Diodet. Chappell & Co, 
later became not only the publishers 
of the French version, but obtained 
control of the English lyrics of the 
song. How valuable the number still 
is on this side is indicated by the 
| fact that it is still credited with be- 
/tween 5,000 and 6,000 plugs a year on 
| ° . 
ithe recapitulations put out by 
| ASCAP. 

In his charges against Bernstein, 
| Dreyfus has involved Hugo Bryk, 
| ASCAP’s representative on the Con- 
tinent. Bernstein admits communi- 
cating with the writers involved on 
the stationery of the Paris office of 

ASCAP, but denies that by mention- 

ing his ASCAP office in these letters 
as a point of identification and self- 
recommendation he was trading on 
the basis of his official position or 
that anything that he had done can 
|be considered unethical in the 
slightest degree. 
| Dreyfus also accuses Bernstein of 
| giving the French writer of the tune 
incorrect information as to the ex- 
piration date of the original copy- 
‘right, telling him that 1938 was the 
vear, when the record shows that it’s 

1940. Bernstein has denied this 
‘charge to Dreyfus, explaining that 
'what he had said was that the 
French melody and lyric was renew- 
able by application in 1938, or a year 
before the original copyright ex- 
pired. 

It has also been stated that Bern- 
tein has obtained recently the copy- 
right renewal rights to such tunes as 
‘Somewhere a Voice Is Calling,’ 
‘Love Sends a Little Gift of Roses’ 
and ‘Indian Love Call,’ all previously 
published by Dreyfus firms. 


Maybelle Weil’s First 


Chicago, March 1. 


New song, ‘I'm Still Yours’ was 
published last week by the Weil 
Ti) Cr { ‘ now tone } red 


nce operation of company has been 


taken ave Y } Vv Mas he Ne Weil, yw dow 
f Milton Weil. 
Sor? was piven national int: jue 


tion by Jackie Heller over NBC 
hook up. 
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SPECIALS 


SON G 


STA 


FIVE 


ot the Famous Door 


YES, THERE AIN’T NO MOONLIGHT 


Louis Prima's outstanding hit 


No. 1 hit on all hit sheets 
YOU'RE A SWEETHEART 
By McHugh and Adamson 
From the New Universal Production 


The sensational “Onyx Club” hit 


Deanna Durbin’s newest song hi 
IT’S WONDERFUL 


A SERENADE TO THE STARS 


SWEET AS A SONG 


Gordon and Revel's latest and greatest 


(SO WHAT!) 
By Jerome Gottler, Louis Prima 


By Stuff Smith and Mitchell Parish = ; a 
“ MAD ABOUT MUSIC” YOU'RE A SWEETHEART" ond Archie Gottler 


From the New Universal Production 


From the 20th Century-Fox Production 
“SALLY, IRENE AND MARY" 
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Performing Fee 
Exemptions Go 














Breakdown of Network Plugs 





Following is an an wig s of the combined plugs of ct 


21-27). 





= 
= 


irrent tunes on WEAF, WJZ and WABC computed for 
Grand total represents accumulated performances 
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3 the minimum Ooh Boom. eRe PA SOS SRI Santly-Joy . Pop e eine coke od 11 3 10 
wa Secretary of State Fernand Rinfre Shade of New App! 3 Tt CO. cc cccccesces Chappell ,. tHooray for What........ 7? 1 6 
accepted the bill os the prance In the Still of the Night ere err reer T Chappell ‘ Rosalie ste seseeseesereseee + : ) 
z asreeing that the point at which At a Perfume Counter . Donaldson .*Casa Manana Revue ) 
agreeing that the point ¢ 4.4} sundav in the Park “tS ne Mills ‘Pins and Needle 11 0 } 
copyright fees should be collected SS gh . .. Remick ‘aa Pop . 10 1 6 
ves at the broadcasting end, 1 he CoO BONE. iis.ss026-0 4 ERD se do ah:44 5-08 See WMI ok cys eA eNeow ke eee 10 5 . 
|society would collect $83,081 this} On the Sentime -ntal Side «20 IOC’... Tan, TROY CEA. diss 8 kes eeneaeen 9 3 ‘ 
year from broadcasting stations, he; Moon of Manakoora...............ee6. Kalmar -Ruby PTRUTPIOORG 6.64 ko 6 6 son eR COS 9 1 7 
said, and added that no more fees; Two Dreams Got Toget le ae err PRGIBICE 66s 6 408 REPRE Pere eee ree ee 9 1 6 
iad should be > paid. | I’m the ea Who Love SY ou ee See Pop 9 0 6 
> ete ee Did an Angel Kiss You?... ee Pop 9 l ) 
pie es Ae | ei Crawford s4ck OD . see eccces 9 3 4 
y R Dis t | S it |$ Shenanigans - . Select ............*Outside of Paradise 8 és 6 
| amona isen ang es e Love Walked In...... Ed oa ewis aS eA Jee) | ee *Goldwyn Follies..........ce. 8 1 5 
iu 3 Live the Life I Love ia wis oka Words & Music... .+Fifty-Fifty Se Teer reer ee 8 1 4 
7 | You Took Words Out of My Heart..... Paramount . Pit BOOECASl:. .c.6.<ssc.cccsccws 8 1 + 
> Differences between Paul White- | Tonight We Lov a ere aaa, *Romance in the Dark 8 3 
Pe man and Ramona, singer formerly | Sail Along, Silvery Moon PNG 16 chads 8. © dace RIO kc Bick WER LADERA 8 0 : 
with the Paul Whiteman orchestra, | Tune in O My Heart Ter eee ree ll ENPRS . Pop Be 8 3 I 
have finally been ironed out. She | Who Are We to Say tees eweeeeees Feist *Girl of Golden West 7 ] 6 
has been granted a temporary okay | How'd You Like to Love Me” .. Famous *College Swing i I 6 
Ss to work with local musicians fol- | This Is My Night to Dream. ... select. . *Dr. Rhyt! 7 1 ‘ 
- lowing the patching up of the diffi- Silhouetted in the Moonlight.......... Harms Hollywood Hotel 7 0 + 
ssittion ebwean Whiteman ond her In OEY Battin Red BOOK. 2... ccccsses ... Marks . Pop ROR tts wie sat, <a andere aais r | 1 2 
sto WOL Y¥ i c c A aad . ry _ . y . 
z or Stumne i ieee ges a Ping setae Some Day My Prince Will Come....... DPMP iS ca acesisva Snow White 6 4 4 
ewe —— agreed to see »9Y 8NY | I Wana Be in Winchell’s Column....... eee TEU. GE SUNSOS. 66s cccdescewde 6 2 4 
wl decision made in her case at the | My Heaven on Earth.............ce00- Witmark ..... *Start Cheering 6 2 
board meeting of Local 802 to be | Josephine ...............cceeceeceeees eres ae ‘ RON et reer 6 1 , 
> | held in June and accept any penalties Every Day’s a Holi i COE Te ee eee PIOUS 6.4 64:610:6-0% *Every Day’s Holiday........ ‘ 6 1 3 
tr meted out. | Once in a While...... vas neneveseséus BOUIOP ce scccecces PE cae ae vss cavanboxasenaves » § 1 4 
w | Argument between her and White- | One Rose Left in My eRe Ra Ne: a ae ra POO his ieisaas 6 0 } 
|man, which finally resulted in her | Smoke from a Chimney............... DOADITGs 6 s.ccaicsss DU ria ites hae ds CORTES ij: oe 1 2 
| being placed on the local verboten | i Snake Charmer TEC LEAEE LETC COe CTT TT Marks TVECrrraEee Pop oe ee ree ee ee ere ee ee a 6 0 if 
list, was her walkout on a contract | fi die yg”: Saar area ORE Tee Ce Circle.... . *Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm. 6 1 0 
oO with Whiteman How Many Rhymes?..............066. PRGIUCK ssccscevees LL eer eer rie rer or eer eT . 8 1 5 
| : With a Smile and a Song............ a ee PEMIW WHR. 6556066556508000 : 2 1 3 
fe) | » , Mo Mesteis Tobin Gace wrasse 6.0006 SUMED. 06 00ccees COMGEO BWiNG. ..ccicrcvcsscas - 5 0 3 
y Heart Is Taking Lessons........ ... Select *Dr. Rhytl 5 0 3 
G t W, t EK. ; @SsOns.........+-Select............ ee rere ; 
Ss | ot a rite m |) You’a Better Change Your Tune....... Agar-Yellen...... ‘yO CeCe PET eT ee eer eee . 2 0 3 
os ae beg gt ivetsnustaewbedseee Rt mn sw eevee er TeeoGray for What. ..<csissccs ° 5 2 2 
| oem iypsy To a ee eo oeeee- Crawford *Happy Larding 5 0 . 
(Continued from page 39) ; -rawford ........ REO Laing. . oo. ccsccecs ° 2 
| pag Hometown .... trttetteeeseeeeeees «0.60 CPOWIOEG. 6660080: UUW eh a vicuitas aes waa eeeeeae ee 5 0 1 
| tronage of a publisher’s rep and a Me | 
y | companion or two but insist that he l usic Notes Miller, is Gerald Griffin and Paul Jimmy McHale’s orchestra Tuesday 
| bring a large party with him, if he Mertell’s latest. (k), 
@) |expects to get any consideration for ae 
1 ¥ is "uTr Llaacac } 3a j , , thos + co | 9 ° ; 
— 1is current song releases. These Billy Hayes, whose band is at the ‘Belshazzer’s Ball,’ swing piece by Warners assigned M.K. Jerome to 
| pi fessional managers declare that} Hollywood, Philly, has cleffed ‘Loo- . , — ‘. ae : -_* 
ie 9 : che age Joe Frasetto, wander at Cafe Mar- write a song around the title, ‘Boy 
| if the big party, indiscriminate open-| ney Little Tuney’ in collab with suery. Hotel Adelphia, Phillv. has i : 
ings and Sunday night angles con-| Tommy Gindhart. Exclusive pub a ' oy ; ‘roamed. | weets Girl,’ for use as a theme song 
gs ; g g C ) art >xClusi pud. | been accepted by Mills for immedi- 


tinue and publishers are forced to | 
| 


| concentrate their exploitation bank -| ‘Dream of Me,’ which Sholom Se- 
| rolls in that directio 


n, the future for | cunda and the Lief Bros. wrote for 


“ontactmen is a dark one, Publish- | | Tino Rossi, has been taken by Mills 
lers can cut out the latter owt use | Music. . 


| tie money formerly paid them to} 
uake the rounds of the vario 1 spots | 
with large parties. 






‘Hottentot, pubbed by Schuster- | 


| 


| ate publication. 


name, 


Kitty Brando, fe 


|Boston’s Brown 


|preems with ‘Kathleen’ 
| tune. Fox trot rode a WMCA-Inter 
City wire from WMEX, Boston, with | 


mme owner of 
Derby, nitery, 
as her first 





in the James Cagney picture of that 


Al Dubin, of the songwriting team 
of Dubin and Warren, 
| Warners’ lot after treatment at Johns 
Hopkins in Baltimore. 


is back on 





Still another twist that has come 





| 
| to rai.¥Fle the music business is the | 
| citation by band leaders of tne roy- 
| alties vaid the publishers by ASCAP 
| w! ith the suggestion that there is no 
|}reascn why the leader shouldxt be 
igntited to share in this money The 
| publisher cannot see why his return | 
| from ASCAP should be the concern | 


| of the person to whom he is suppiy- | 
lirg tev main material necessary to | 
bis ‘ihe leader's) 


livelihood. 


Jack Mills has obtained the Ameri- 


can rights to ‘It's a Long Way to! 
Your Heart’ and ‘Amoresque,’ the | 
latter by Sid Phillips, from Cine- |} 


phonic Music, Ltd. Another Mills 
acquisition of the past week is the| 
iscore of ‘Who's Who,’ Broadway 
musical. 


Bob Wright and Chet Forrest have 
written three songs for Metro’s 


ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORAT 


|and ‘Bewildered’ for Brunswick. | 


li ‘Three Comrades,’ for which Franz 

Wh Waxman handled the score. | 

— 
Horace Heidt recorded ‘Dar- W, ar 

denella,’ ‘A Gypsy Told Me,’ ‘Lillian’ | 
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On the Upbeat 





Frank Trombar has been set for 
the Los Angeles Biltmore Bow], step- 
ping in with 15-piece band March 
aa has had the spot four years. 
Trombar was a sax player with Paul 
Whiteman for several years. 





King’s Jesters, with Mary Ruth 
Milam, opened indefinite engagement 
Monday (28) at William Penn hotel 
grill, Pittsburgh. Booked by Joe 
Hiller for CRA. They replace Law- 
rence Welk, latter one-nighting until 
Friday (4), when he goes to Nor- 
mandie ballroom 1n Boston. 

Larry Kent’s orchestra has moved 
into the Beverly-Wilshire hotel, Bev- 
erly Hills, replacing Ted Fio-Rito, 
Ww ho goes into the Los Angeles Palo- 
mar March 9. Kent is followed into 
the Beverly-Wilshire March 17 by 
Harry Owens. 


Jan Garber’s orchestra at Topsy’s, 


Los Angeles, replacing Red Nichols, |} 


when he succeeds Jimmie Grier, | 


| 


,ored Elks of Newark at Mosque post- 


|poned from that date to 11. 


aad 


Johnny Hamp into Book-Cadillac 
|hotel, Detroit, March 9 for four 
| weeks, 


Three Noblemen, CRA cocktailers, 





‘open at Statler hotel, Buffalo, N. Y., | 


| March 7 on first Statler-CRA 
|Former an MCA standby. 





PAUL MARTIN, FRISCO, 
MAYBE FOR ST. REGIS 


San Francisco, March 1. 
Special airing of Paul Martin's 


music over the nationwide NBC-Blue 
web from the local studios Monday 
(28) at 1:00 p.m. PST, was actually 
{an audition for the board of the St. 
| Regis Hotel in New York City. Ar- 
j}rangements for the 


aiddi- 
audi 


enn clanct 
UlVaUlane 


who will barnstorm. 

Ozzie Nelson bowed out of the 
Victor Hugo, Beverly Hills, but re- | 
mains in the vicinity for his Sunday 


musical assignment on the Feg Mur- | 


ray broadcast. 
re- 


Joe Marsala orchestra again 
7 


newed at the Hickory House, N.Y. 


Enric Madriguera orchestra debuts 
at La Conga March 3. 

Jimmy Dersey orchestra into 
Hotel New Yorker last night (1). 

Fats Waller orchestra scheduled 
for the Earle theatre, 
week of March 4. 


—_ 
Tommy Dorsey plays Earle Phila- | 


delphia, March 11; Earle, Washing- 
ton, 18; Stanley, Pittsburgh, 25 and 
Palace, Cleveland, April 1. 





Ace Brigode opens at Gibson hotel. 
Cincinnati, March 3, for four weeks. 

Charles Green, president Consoli- 
dated Radio Artists, was 
last week for his first confab with 
Larry Allen recently appointed man- 
ager of the CRA office here. 





Fats Waller hits 
Philadelphia, March 4. 


Earle theatre, 
Date for Col- 


the | 


Philadelphia, | 


in Frisco | 


| tion were handled by Charles E. 
Green, prexy of Consolidated Radio 
Artists, Inc., of Chicago, who is here 
jon biz. If the deal goes through, 
Martin and his NBC musicians will 
go east in May. 

Green auditioned another NBC act, 
| Johnny O’Brien and His Five Har- 
monica Hi-Hats, last week for pos- 


| sible bookings in the east later in the 


| season The group, with warbler 
| Lora Tringali, goes jnto the Persian | 


next week. 
Herbie Kay’s $962 
Lincoln, March 1 
Herbie Kay orchestra slapped the 
| King Ballroom into its highest gate 
i since it opened last spring when get- 
| ting $962 for a one-niter (25). 
Group being routed by MCA sou-h 
through the mid-west and then west 
|to take up in the Cocoanut Grove, 
|. A., March 23 for a month or more. 


Winston’s Screen Test 
San Francisco, March 1. 


Jack Winston is set for a Warner 


Bros. 


sereen test following his en- 
gagement at the Bal Tabarin in 
|Frisco where he closes March 3. 
| Winston's run of eight months at the 
niterie is the longest on record at 
| this dine and dance spot. 

Breitsky’s orchestra moves 


| Hal 
into the Bal March 4. 





BRM BULLET. 




















GOODNIGHT, ANGEL 





THERE'S A NEW MOON OVER THE OLD MILL 
TAKE A TIP FROM THE TULIP 
SWINGIN’ IN THE CORN 
SPEAK YOUR HEART 


A Flock o° Hits from 


“SNOW WHITE AND THE SEVEN DW ARFS” 


ONE SONG 


HEIGH-HO! (The Dwarfs’ Marching Song) 
SOME DAY MY PRINCE WILL COME 

WITH A SMILE AND A SONG 

WHISTLE WHILE YOU WORK 

THE SILLY SONG (THE DWARFS’ YODEL SONG) 
BLUDDLE-UDDLE-UM- 






The “Home on the Range” 


RADIO CITY REVELS 


THERE’S A GOLD MINE IN THE SKY 
IRVING BERLIN, Inc., 


The Greates Score in Years 
By Magidson and Wrubel 


(The Dwarfs’ 
Washing Song) 


DUM 


of This Generation 














799 Seventh Ave. N. Y. 





deal, | 


| broadcasts 


| tions by women composers, the ven- 


| 70, is coming to New York to partici- 


| tion of Arts 


| show, 


EXPANDS BAND | 


Room of the Hotel Sir Francis Drake | 


| with 


Buddy Fisher Using All 
The Stunts in Dallas: 


Dallas, March 1 

Taking a tip from the Horace | 
Heidts and Kay Kysers of New York | 
and Chicago, Buddy Fisher, veteran | 
vaudeville and night club personality | 
who now waves stick over band at 
Chez Maurice here, is kicking some | 
life into local radio activities of 
night clubs. 

Dubbing his nightly sustainers over 
WRR the ‘Buddy Fisher Houseparty 
of the Air,’ he is including every- | 
thing but Aunt Jenny’s hairpin in the 
and hopes to have that | 
by Saturday ght. Everybody that 
wanders into penthouse club in 
danger of being nabbed f word or 
two mike One night F 
had dozen people picked ; 


1S 


over cher 


random 


singing at once Sounded terrible 
but caught attention 

Fisher, who plays baseball] the 
afternoons, challenges everybody in 
town to a game over the ethe He 
also kids local pres scribes and 
praises (or pans) rival bandmen. 
His novelty stunts are catching on. 


He even introduced a parrot a while 
back. Is this where NBC got the 
idea of parrot contest? 


MORRIS AGENCY 


BOOKING 


In line with the William Morris 
Agency's expansion into the band 
booking field, among its first exclu- 


\ 





15 Best Sheet Music Sell 
(Week ending Saturday, Feb. 26) 

WP TMIMRIO@ MII TOU WOTK <i cc cidieecncneeseeeseés« Berlin 
WEmearee f6F Wid BEGMOCY ook ccc hiv vcededeeadetakkiri Paramount 
There's a Gold Mine in the Sky............... - . Berlin 
be SS rr rn ee re Kalmar-Ruobv 
PO I is GES ESM AEE 6 00 dETR KERR RARE: Crawford 

BEE MMONEEIR, Pipe ae ARE RiGee AR ea Rk ER EW RE Lincoln 
*Rosalie EO KE MEMES OOO deh DERE ESE R ESE F Chappell 
*You’re a Sweetheart peNtas taeaca ea Robbins 

mai Along Stivery Moon. ...c.cscccccccewedcccsawe Select 
*Sweet as a Song hte eh Swe eee OERe REG wie ase Robbins 
“Gypsy Told Me So UT TPT ere eee! ky 
rl See Your Face Before Me..........cccccccccccee Crawford } 
*You Took Words Out of My Heart. .....ccccccce .Paramount 
*Some Day My Prince Will Come Alon; 3erlin 
*Sweet Someone Feist 

* Indicates filmusical sony Indicates stage production seny 

The others are pops 








sives Jan Garber. Morris office 
set the Garber orch on Grape Nuts 
Burns and Allen, replacing 
Ray Nobie. 

Morris agency handles Burns and 
Allen, as it does many another radio 
star, and because of a desire to book 
the entire show—star, supporting 
comics, singers, band, et al.—the idea 
of going into the orchestra booking 
adjunct came about. 


Phil Spitalny Salute 
To Carrie Jacobs Bond; 
Giri Band’s April Tour 


Phil Spitalny and his femme or- 


1s 








| 
| 
| 
i 


chestra start a trek to the Coast, on 
personal appearances, opening in 


Buffalo, April 15, and thence west- 
ward, It’s the first time west for the 
radio maestro and he wants the 
Hollywood bunch to glom his all- 
girl orchestra, with an eye to a pic- 
ture chore. 

For his March 28 broadcast, which 
will be comprised 100% of composi- 


erable Carrie Jacobs Bond, now over 


pate on the program. The occasion 
is the award by the Women’s Exposi- 
and Industries of its 
medal to Spitalny as the best radio 
It's an annual honor and a 
socialite event. Mrs. Oliver Harri- 





man, chairman of the awards com- 
mittee, will do a stint on the 
program, with the formal presenta- 
tion. 

Spitalny will do ‘I Love You} 
Truly,’ ‘Just A-Wearvin’ for You’ and | 
‘End of a Perfect Day’ as part of the | 


also 


General Electric show's tribute to | 
Carrie Jacobs Bond. 
Spitalny has been signatured by 


Paramount to do a short in techni- 
color. It will be the first all-band 
subject given this treatment. Pro- 
duction starts this week at the As- 
toria studios. 


Leslie Miaaiteanall he U. S. 


Leslie Macdonnell. who represents 
Rock well-O'Keefe in Britain 
the Continent, arrived from 
last week. 

He 


country 


and on 
London 
maining in this 
17 


figures on re 


until March 








Palmer House Dated to ’39| Pauley’s Turnpike Casino, 
Rebuilt, Opens April 1 
Lincoln, March 1. 


Be dy 
Casino, 


Chicgo, March 1. 
Empire Room of the Palmer House | Turnpike three-floored 


has set dates for the return of four | dance spot being rebuilt on the site 

e ° | 
of its prime box-office bets, running |of the one burned last November, 
fron ay , > of the v . 
zoom May until the close of the yea | will be opened to biz April 1. ec- 
Dated for re-entry into the room on M 

. 3.3 cording to anager-owne 
May 4 is Eddy Duchin Anan owner R H 
‘ ‘ ; ‘ , : Pauley. 
On July 6 Veloz and Yolanda T ‘ k 
ae urnpike was ( . st- 
dance team come into the room. Not th ore a n ae et ter ye t 
en andling of nz » bands and wv 

yet set is the orchestra that will 1S 0 aeat Ae ‘ MN] 


be in better siti take ca 
accompany. tter position to take care of 


c ; the biz now with more adequate 
jn Labor Day will return the Guy | floor arrangements. Construction is 
Lombardo orchestra. Lombardo will costing $25,000 

stick into November when Wayne | Opening band has not been se- 


King orchestra is slated to return to | jeeted as yet 
the room and stay through the holi- | . 
| 
| 


day weeks and into 1939. 
All bookings set 
Musie Corp of America. 


Mickey Aipert orch now doing 
one-nighters. Being booked through 
Milt Kellem office, Philly. 


through me 








WHO ARE WE TO SAY 
SHADOW 'S ON THE MOON 
MARIACIHE 

GIRL OF THE GOLDEN WEST 


By Sigmand Romberg ond Gus Kehn 
From the MGM pictare “The Girl of the Golden West” 





ALWAYS AND ALWAYS 
By Bob W right, Chet Forrest and Edward Werd 


From the MGM. picture “Mannequin” 





The Sensational Mexican Woltz Song 
TL-PI-TIN 

Music and Spanish Lyric by Maria Grever 

English Lyric by Raymond Leveen 








THE ONE LLOVE 


MELODY FARM 
By Gas Kahn, B. Kaper end W. Jarmann 
From the MGM picture “Everybody Sing” 





SWEET SOMEONE 
By Mack Gordon and Harry Revel 


From the With-( enlury Fox picture “Love and Ilisses” 





The Top Novelty Tune 
JOSEPHINE 
By Gus Kaha, Wayne hing and Burke Bivens 


1629 BROADWAY @ NEW YORK 
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Unit Reviews 





Star Spangled Jamboree 
(ST. CHARLES, NEW ORLEANS) 


New Orleans, Feb. 27. 


Hardeen. chorus of 20; Lorelei & 


La Beauva; Five Elgins; Frank 
Brooks; Tommy Scanlon; Sam 
De Kemel: Harry Mirkin’s orch; 
Black & Blue; Bobby Todd. 
Unit shows hit the boards here 
after a long lapse and come back 
1 a vengeance. Harry Gourfain’s 
10OW gives the natives and Carnival 
visitor 1 potpourri of acts Menu 
is ta ind should gross plenty with 
two show daily. Town has. been 
hungry for flesh shows. 

Hardeen, brother of Houdini, and 
the high spot, wins the house with 
na Lis is neat and plea 
Routine well executed, although 

not extraordinary. 
Night at Minsky’s’ is an amusing 
yurlesque on burlesque.’ Sirens 
Lorelei and La Beauva have plenty 
ff grace Many of the acts are 
1ight from vaudeville. The Five 
Elgins, jusgle score, best being 
ien they t Indian clubs to each 
ther with accuracy. Frank Brooks, 
tap dancer, executes his routine 
well 
Local talent comes into the lime- 
light when little Tommv Scanlon, 
m rt of ti local polic force, 
iraws several encores with his sing- 
ing Lad is to be tested soon by 
Warner's. ; 
Sam Dekemel, formerly with 
Weaver Bros. and Elviry, has the 


fallery 
bueling 

3arry Mirkin 
m.c.’s and fills in on 
stunts. He and Don 
nifty patter. Glenn Mason, 
xvlophonist. gets a big hand Don 
Black and Denny Blue. acrobats, get 
applause, Barney Whitney does 
some likable crooning. 

3obby Todd, ‘The Lady in the 
Banjo,’ brings the show to a fitting 
close. Banjo is huge affair and 
swings over bald-headed 
Although it lacks some of the 
chanical co-operation, it 
bizarre note. 


applauding plenty 


leads the orchestra, 
several novelty 
Donnelly pull 


some 


me- 
strikes a 
Liuzza. 


ANN CORIO UNIT 


(FAY’S, PHILLY) 


Philadelphia. Feb. 27 . 


Ann Corio, Judy & Gene Allen, | 


Dan 
Grant, 


Three Titans, Jimmy Lewis, 
Steuber, Joey Faye, Bert 
Four Kraddocks, line of 26. 

Ann Corio’s crew is_ strongest 
that’s hit this town in some time. 
With Miss Corio as marquee draw, 


nifty line of 26, good comedy and a | 


Tow. | 


'couple of nice flash acts, combo has 
all that it takes. 


Ex-doffer puts in two appearances. 


i Patters two ditties, especially writ- 
lten for her, and clever. First, ‘I 
Can’t Make My Body Behave,’ and | 
second, ‘Annie Isn't Stripping Any 
More.’ 

Curtain ups to find four gals seated 
on swings. Remainder of line comes 


{on for first of well-e 


tion num er. Accompanied by okay 
chirping of Jimmy Lev and Dan 
Steuber, who, |! ke ! ijority of the 
unit, are right out of Wilner-Calla 
han bu ‘y troupe 

Followed b J nd Gene Allen, 
iy and girl tan with heavy 
rusto rt 0 ice Rou- 
tir i i i @o Three 
Tita , ind-to-hand 
"its ysique 
? i l I inv COS- 
W 0 : t } 
low motion, to precisely fitted 
nusic Get tremendous hand-patter. 
Comedy number by Joey Faye and 
Bert Grant is same team had been 
using | i ] yu : step by 
Sten’ |} no nt rf nything blue 
ind clic] Four Kraddocks next in 
good comic imbling and _ panto- 
mime thy trouble begging 
ff. Show winds up th Miss Corio 
i < » turn, another gal 
i icts by 

) ( Herb 


BAND BOX REVUE 


with his | 


(ROXY, SALT LAKE CITY) 
Salt Lake City, March 1. 
Milto Frome, Jo-Anne, Milo & 
| Marion, Fitz & Cahill, Johnson & 
| Diehl, Connie & Ben Smith, Bill 
| Floor’s orch; ‘A Damsel in Distress’ 


(RKO), ‘Blazing Barriers’ (Mono). 


‘Band Box Revue’ comprises ex- 
cellent fleshers and turnstiles reflect 
hefty biz despite inclement weather. 

Jo-Anne, featured, is a_ stripper, 
who doubles on warbling. Spotted 
next to closing, hefty blonde appears 
|}in effective peeling garb, thrushing 
| ‘Swing Me a Lullaby.’ 
| While Bill Floor’s pit outfit plays 
‘Gettin’ Sentimental,’ Jo-Anne de- 
scends from stage and mingles with 


crowd. Gal has a gift of gab and 
sells. Nuding isn’t of the mild 


variety, either. 

House band opens with a medley 
of swing pops. Milton Frome, m.c., 
introes and takes a turn singing. 
Straight chatter on introductions and 
| Ranaoee assignment with ease. 

Milo and Marion, in deucer, apply 
expert gymnastics. Hand and body 
| balancing feats are meaty parts of 
| the act and they click solidly. 

It’s been some time since a pair 
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of male legmaniacs appeared here | 
but Fitz and Cahill were worth walt- | 
ing for. Team displays fresh and 
tuneful tapping and their dead pan | 


routine is milked to the} 


four calls, more than any other act 


!on the bill. 


Frome’s dittying of ‘Night and 
Day’ is well received. He encores 
with ‘Song of the Rangers.’ Recruited 
from the cast of Al Pearce’s radio 


| program, Connie and Ben Smith find 


ample customers for their somewhat 
bromided hoke, song and dance act. 
He strums a guitar and she, fetching 
in a low-cut formal gown, would do 


well to abandon her simulation of a 
Swedish girl and concentrate on 
her warm soprano voice 

Juggling is the chief attraction of 
Johnson and Diehl and the mixed 
pair run through five n ite rf 
dependable Indian club and_ bo 
maneuvering. Gruss. 


Prof. Billy Rose Does 
His Stuff for Studes 
And Lensers—and P.A. 


By MARIAN SQUIRE 


For the benefit of N. Y. U. and 
Columbia students in lozens of 
flashing cameras, Professor Billy 
Rose undertook to explain the art of 


the theatre Thursday (24). Scene 
was Casa Manana, nee the French 
Casino, whose chairs still bear the 
red initials, F. C. Mr. Rose, also for 
the benefit of the lensmen, addressed 


the gathering of Columbia and 
N. Y. U. drama and journalism stu- 


dents wearing Doc Rockwell’s mor- 
tarboard—while the audience, in po- 
lite murmurs criticized his somewhat 


unorthodox pronunciation, at inter- 
vals. 

Sally Rand, appearing in a neat 
tailored suit, made a few ladylike 


references to the strangeness of be- 
ing before an audience fully clad, 
and wound up with a moving pas- 
sage from her scrap book to the 
effect that you have to reach the 
pinnacle before anyone tries to push 
you off—proving something or other. 

Oscar Shaw demonstr 
medley Mr. Rose’s contention that | 
songs hadn’t changed in 20 years. 
Fortunately, neither Mr. Shaw nor | 
Mr. Rose could hear the students’ | 
disagreement with the theory, after | 
Mr. Shaw’s exit. The boys and girls 
were inclined to think Mr. Shaw’s 
selections dated, and that songs had 
changed considerably. 


ated with a 


Wini Shaw, wearing a black and 


| purple gown, demonstrated why pro- 


ducer Rose hired her, 
couple of songs and 
approved. 

Murmured criticism again rippled 
through the audience when Mr. Rose | 
produced six dancing girls and six 
showgirls, illustrating how and why 
a chorus was picked. Most of the 
lads seemed to think they could have 
done a better job with 2,000 appli- 
cants a day (the figure mentioned 
by Rose) to choose from. 


Rose, who spoke smoothly without 
notes, dropped such pearls of wis- 
dom as ‘A show isn’t art just because | 
you only get six people into your 
theatre,’ and ‘the way to make money 


by singing a 
was heartily 


lis to give people what they want,’ 


and other practical suggestions about 
financial success. 

Whether or not 
particularly illuminating to the 
dents, it will have achieved Mr. 
Rose’s purpose if even a small per- 
centage of the pictures snapped find 
their way into print. 

The boys and girls, who avidly 


the lecture was 


stu- 








took notes throughout, will now con- 
test with theses on the afternoon’s 
enlightenment—winners to be enter- 
tained at Casa Manana. At which 
time Mr. Rose will very likely bor- 
row Doc Rockwell's mortarboard 
again for atmosphere. 


Peggy Seal to London 
Peggy Seal, acro dancer, has been 
signed for the Trocadero, L 
opening April 4. 


yndon, 





Exclusive 


RUTH and BILLY AMBROSE 


AMERICA’S LOVELIFST DANCERS 


DOUBLING CHICAGO THEATRE and BISMARCK HOTEL 


Met.: MC.A, 


| Set by William Morris 





Nitery Placements 


Yevo and Doro, Garbo. N. Y 
Art Tatum, Famous Door, N. Y. 
Charioteers, Kit Kat Ciub, N. Y. 











PRINCE and 





princess DULANDIA 


OF SCANDINAVIA 
COMEDY AND BALLROOM INTERPRETATIONS 
Second Week, ORIENTAL, CHICAGO 


| Enrico Madriguera orch., La Con- 
ga, N. Y. 
Jimmy Dorsey orch., Hotel New 


Yorker, N. Y. 


Grace and Charles Herbert, Hotel 
Savoy-Plaza, N. Y. 
Trini Plaza, Arturo Cortes, Nan- 


nette Vallon, Latonita, Club Gaucho, 
Me. Ss 

Ed Furman, Billy Lorraine, Mar- 
garet Young. Joe Howard, Rudy 





' Madison, Bill’s Gay Nineties, N. Y. 





oosevelt Cafe, Reading, Cal, Rules 





All entertainers must be in the cabaret promptly at 10 minutes to eight 


o'clock ready for work. 


There are three shows nitely, 9:30, 11 o’clock and 1:10 a.m. 
entertainers will 
dressed for the show as quickly as possible. 

cabaret, stand behind stove or by stove in the cabaret. 
over the cabaret in your abbreviated costumes. 


warning will be given when 


A 10-minute 
leave the floor and get 
When ready to come in 
Do not wander all 


As soon as the show is 


over, retire to dressing rooms and dress, returning to the cabaret in 15 


minutes, 


All entertainers drink Bees and Bees only, while in the cabaret on duty, 


No switching drinks with customers will be tolerated. 


will be given a Bee check and these 
vided on the music stand for you, 
before leaving the table. 


No chewing gum or munching peanuts or 
sit at the tables or bar, but not 
Do not burn up the matches on the tables. 


Girls may 
tomer 


Entertainers who receive food as 


For each drink yor 
1 


you will deposit in a receptacle pro- 


When 


a 


your drink is served, drink 


iL 


candy during working hours 
in booths unless with a cus- 


part of their compensation will eat 


it the front counter during the day except during the hours of 12 and 1 


m. and 6 and 7 p.m. 


will order at the kitchen window and eat at the large table. 


After two o'clock, which is closing time, entertaine 


Order your 


neal at that time, not later than 10 minutes to two, so it can be ready for 


you immediately after closing. 
vait for your food. 


Otherwise do not complain if you have to 
During working hours, each girl is permitted 10 min- 


utes to have coffee and a bite to eat, but girls are to go singly and not to 


visit with customers. 


Bee girls, etc., take your dishes back to the kitchen window. 


may be taken off the premises. 


meal and during the day note time of eating 


not exceed $1.10 per day. 


You will be given checks to sign for e 


No food 


cn 


on same. Food checks may 


Do not sit more than three girls at a table. 
No girl is permitted to leave the building during working hours unless 
by special permission from orchestra leader. 


No reading newspapers, books or writing letters 


during working hours. 


Girls will wear formals Saturday and Sunday nites, and sport dresses 
or afternoon dresses during week-days. 


Entertainers will not waste time with unprofitable customers nor 


spend 


their time in the cabaret during working hours with friends or relatives, 
When orchestra plays good-nite song, bid your customers, if you happen 

to be sitting or dancing with any, a prompt good-nite and retire to your 

dressing-room to get your wraps so that we can close up immediately and 


check the girls out. 


Please do not overlook this rule. 


Any infraction of these rules will result in immediate dismissal 


Each and every entertainer is to do her best 


to make this a profitable 


engagement for the management and herself. 
Any further desired information will be given you gladly by the or- 


chestra leader. 


tehearsals will be set at a certain time for the new show opening Satur- 


day. 





Fan Dancer, Op Jailed 





Philadelphia, March 1. 
A fan dancer and operator of a 
nitery in which 
were pinched Thursday (24) 
when patrolman decided to take a 


night 


+ 


she was working | 


look in and considered the perform- 


ance ‘immoral.’ 

Terper, Catherine Regan, 20, was 
held in $1,000 bail and proprietor, 
John Potts, in $500 for a further 
hearing tomorrow (Wednesday). 


| 


| 
} 
| 


Please report promptly at the given time. 


A. A. McKee. 








EDDIE 
MEDLEY 


With ANN CROSBY 
In MAE WEST’S UNIT 


This Week, PALACE, Chicago 
Week Mar. 4, RKO PALACE, 
Cleveland 


East. Rep.—SIMON AGENCY 
West. Rep.: JACOBS-PERKINS Agcy. 














HELD OVER 2d WEEK 


(FEB. 24) 


BOB DUPONT 


RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL, NEW YORK 





*The Best Comedy Juggler .... 
Ed Sullivan, Daily News. 
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BOOKED SOLID WITH SHEP FIELDS 
TRANSCONTINENTAL TOUR 


MUSIC CORPORATION OF AMERICA 











MINOR AND ROOT 


wish to thank Mr. Carl Byoir and Mrs. Elsie E. 
Hunter, for a pleasant eight weeks at the 
Miami Biltmore Hotel, Florida. 


SAILED FEBRUARY 26th for Eight Weeks at the 
Casino Balneario Da Urca—Rio De Janeiro, Brazil 














AL GOLDEN 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
Now—YACHT CLUB, Chicago 
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Chorus Control Verdict Due Today 


At Special 44's Conference in N. Y. 





Dispute between the American 
Federation of Actors and Chorus 
Equity Assn. over jurisdiction of 
choruses in night clubs and presen- 
tation houses, is now slated for set- 
tlement this morning (Wednesday). 


Special meeting of the Associated | 


Actors and Artistes board is sched- 

uled to decide the issue. 

contesting groups filed re- 

with the board at a meeting 

(28) afternoon, but a deci- 

Not only were 
Henry Jaffe, 


Both 
plies 
Monday 
sion was postponed. 
Mrs. Emily Holt and 


American Federation of Radio Art- 


jsis reps, absent (at a negotiation 
meeting with network officials), but 
it was explained a committee had to 
consider the AFA and CEA answer: 


before a final judgment could be 
issued. 
It had been indicated that the 


Four A’s would award the jurisdic- 
tion to AFA. 
of the Four A’s is that it would be 
following the general policy of the 
parent organization in 
member group full jurisdiction in it 


own field, Certain conditions gov- 
erning the jurisdiction have been | 
laid down by the board. Monday’: 


answers by AFA and CEA were re- 
ported to have contained provisional 
acceptance of those terms. 
AFA Opposes Curb 

While both groups seek the juris- 
diction, they want it without any 
strings attached. AFA is understood 
to oppose the restrictions on the 
ground they would constitute a vio- 
lation of the federation’s autonomy. 
CEA, which has always held the ju- 
risdiction, claims it is entitled to re- 
fain the representation without the 


imposition of any restrictions. Re- | 
ported that AFA’s provisions were | 


more reasonable than those of CEA. 
Expected that the verdict will favor 
AFA. 

White CEA has previously held the 
jurisdiction, it had never made any 
effort to organize the field until the 
last few months, after AFA had 
sought representation. AFA already 


has jurisdiction over night club and | 


vaude principals. ° 

If Chorus Equity loses the deci- 
tion, its activities in the future will 
be limited to legit, which has con- 
tinued to shrink during recent sea- 
sons. Number of musical shows has 
hit a new low this season, with a 
consequent dwindling in the number 
of chorusers working. Only four 
musicals are current on Broadway, 
with two more being readied and a 
etock-type show on tour. 

Equity, which controls Chorus 
Equity, has been working for some 
time on a proposal to absorb CEA, 
but the problem has not been solved. 
Should CEA lose the nitery and 
vaude chorus jurisdiction, the matter 
might come to a head and a solution 
be forced. 

$125,000 Surplus 

Under Mrs. Dorothy Bryant, who 
resigned as executive-secretary of 
CEA not long before the present 
regime in Equity came into active 
power, the organization built up a 


treasury surplus estimated at $125.- | 


000, said to be in a liquid state. Un- 
derstood that by a vote of the chorus 
branch and Equity a merger of the 
two groups coull be made, with 
some alteration in the latter’s con- 
Stitution. Okay by the Four A’s 
would be required, but no objection 
at that end is anticipated. 


In connection with the AFA-CEA | 


dispute, Ralph Whiteh d, executive 
secretary of the former organization. 
points out that his board’s recent 
resolution of loyalty to the Four 
A’s did not mention the Interna- 
tional Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Employees by name. It had been 
assumed the AFA resolution referred 
to the IATSE since its alleged ‘flirt- 
ing’ with that organization had pre- 
‘ipitated the charges of AFA dis- 
Ovalty to the Four A’s. 

Despite Whitehead’s statement. the 
resolution was taken hv the Four 
A s to refer to the IATSE threat of 
Jurisdictional invasion. Whitehead 
has not denied conferring with 
George E. Browne. IATSE 


to constitute disloyalty, he feels 
could action be taken against him or 
AFA. Such disloyalty could not be 
assumed in advance, according to his 
Position. 





Ella Logan with Lombardo 

Ella Logan is scheduled for the 
Paramount, N. Y., along with the 
Guy Lombardo orchestra on either 


March 23 or 30, depending on the | 


run of the picture that follows ‘Buc- 
caneer,’ 


* 


giving each | 


C , head. | 
nly if such action could be proved | 





N. YS RAINBOW GRILL 
| TO RENOVATE; NO BAR 


The Rainbow Grill, N. Y., informal 
| nitery atop the RCA Bldg., may un- 
dergo a face-lift but it will not in- 
clude a bar, other than the usual 
service bars. It’s long been the hope 
of John Roy, managing director, to 
have a bar, but being in an office 
building the Rockefellers no like. 

The new motif 
clude a snack bar 
faster service to 
make the theatre 
looks cold also. 

The renovations may not necessi- 
|} tate closing down the how- 
ever. 


however, may in- 
idea to permit 
those wanting to 


but that idea now 


room, 


! 
| 
j 
| 
| 
| 
} 
} 
' 
| 
j 
} 
| 
j 


Reason for that wish | 


Court Tosses Belle 
Livingstone’s $590,000 
Libel Vs. Vanity Fair 


Seven-year-old $500,000 libel suit 
brought by Isabelle Hutchins, known 
far and wide during prohibition as 
| Belle Livingstone, nitery owner dur- 
ing the non-alcoholic era, against 
Conde Naste Publications, Inc., was 
tossed out of N. Y. Supreme court 
Thursday by Judge Aaron J. Levy 
for non-prosecution. The action was 
filed in May, 1931, and was based 
on an article in Vanity Fair, which 
| inferred that Belle Livingstone who, 
during prohibition, was always in 


liquor in her Park avenue and 58th 
street joints. Both places were pad- 
locked by the snoopers and she was 
frequently under arrest. In its an- 
swer, upholding the accuracy of the 
story, the defendant added consider- 
able more concerning her which it 
claimed it could back up with facts. 

Miss Livingstone was about to 
open another ‘speak’ when repeal ar- 
rived. 
is a mystery, although she tried Reno 
for a spell. 





Barnstorming Organist 





Jesse Crawford, for 10 years 
headline picture theatre organist for 
|Publix, is now touring the sticks 
|under the management of Jack 
|Lavin, former manager of Paul 
| Whiteman. With a Hammond elec- 
| tric organ mounted on a truck which 
ihe bought for $375, Crawford has 
|been hitting small towns through 
| Virginia, West Virginia and Ohio on 
| guarantees and is averaging $1,750 
| gross weekly. 

Driver of the truck is a Hammond 


ment up. Driver also announces and 
introduces Crawford. One and two 
stands are played with an average 
of three performances daily. Mostly 
lays off Sundays in the states thus 
far booked. 

Advance ballyhoo provided the- 
atre managers inclu#¢s eight mimeo- 
| graphed stories and a trailer. Poster 
company has a line of one and three- 
| sheets for sale. Jumps average about 
75 miles. 

Crawford does about 30 minutes 
per performance depending on what 
the theatre manager wants. 
his date eliminates double features 
‘that day. 

Crawford plays a midnight per- 
formance next Monday morning (7) 
at Big Stone Gap, Va., then travels 
three miles for a regular Monday 
one-dayer at Appalachian. 
played towns that have never before 
had a stage attraction of any kind. 


A new development of the tour is] 


Crawford's first non-cinema concert 
which is booked for the Academy otf 
Music in Roanoke, Va. 


NTG Into Congress, Chi 


N.T.G.. opens his revue at th 
Congress hotel, Chicago, for Ralph 
Hitz , March 8. Deal calls for a flat 
| guarantee and a percentage for 
Granlund. Rockwell-O’Keefe made 
the deal. 

Granlund is current at RKO Shu- 
bert, Cincinnati, at $4,000 weekly, 
! plus 50% of take over $12,000. Comes 
ito N. Y. before going to Chi date. 


What has become of her since | 


}and has 


Usually | 


| 
| 


| 


the hair of federal agents, sold bad | 


ithey will 





Keating’s Crack 





Crack at Broadway’s 
glory was delivered by Fred 
Keating, m c., last week, at the | 
Society of American Magicians’ 
annual benefit. Introducing an | 
act which had once played the 
Hollywood, Keating remarked: | 

‘Maybe some of you older 
folks remember the Hollywood, 
That was on Broadway, the | 

| 
i 


past 





street right near the Palace.’ 


to Spot 
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Det. Cafes Face Strict Regulations 
After Sweeping Probe by Officials 





SHEA’S, BUFF, RETURNS | 


TO VAUDE ON APRIL 15 


Buffalo, after a long vaudele 


period, gets fle ‘ } 
when Shea's Buff ‘ { 
combo bills starting wee 


15. Paramount will 





. Pu ic I l € l ¢ 
ave S. conaucte eB Ferde 
Grote t 
: 
+. } the last 
In St OUIS vie ; rene oy 
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'show spot. Budget f the renewe 
—_—s | policy will be ample Phil Spit y 

| all-girl orchestra will be there open- 


St. Louis, March 1. 
With Fred Waring and his Penn- 
sylvanians proving a strong draw at 
the 5000-seater 


Fox in midtown 


Fanchon & Marco has 


least nine weeks of stage shows and | 


more If all goes well the | 


possibly 
house, which was without stage 
shows for four years until Waring 
came along. will continue the stage 
entertainment until the Municipal 
Opera season starts in June. Billy 
Gilbert, Condos Bros. and Leah Ray 
follow Waring on March 4. 

Mre West has been booked for a 


p.a. for the week starting March 18. ' 


Others skedded to appear here are 
units headed by Ted Lewis, Eddie 
Duchin and Rudy Vallee, and a per- 
sonal appearance of Jane Withers 
and Joan Davis. Al Lyons, who for- 
merly m.c..d at F&M’s Ambassador, 
will be brought back to resume that 
stint at the Fox. Phil Spitalny’s 
femme band also being dickered for. 

While the management has decided 
against a price 
ment of the bargain time limit dur- 
ing the day almost equals an admis- 
sion hike. The principal factor in 


the nine weeks’ plan was the nego- | 


tiatlons with the local tooters’ union, 


which has been unwilling to accept | 


any contract for less than 12 weeks 
refused spot 
that reason. The tooters will put in 
a 20-piece orch, and the minimum 
collect 
about $1,300. There will be no line 


| girls. 


Brings Flesh to Sticks 





| 


He's | 


; 


| of-town group is 
organ-mechanic who sets the instru-| jonced the property and will reopen 


| with the idea of cashing in on the| 


Loew’s. downtown, wanted to bring 
Judy Garland, the Metro juve play- 
er, here for a p.a. the latter part of 
March, but dropped the plan when 


4/ the tooters demanded 12 weeks’ em- 


ployment. 


THE HOLLYWOOD, N. Y., 
LEASED; STAYS EATERY 


Hollywood Restaurant, N. Y., will 
not recpen as a dance hall, but will 
be continued as an eatery. An out- 
stated to have 





World’s Fair. 

There wil] be a bar on the street 
floor, where there has heretofore 
been a drug. store. 


sets are 
shortly. 


N. O. Cops Hold Man 
In Cafe Purse Thefts 


New Orleans, March 1, 
James Sherman, 34, was held on 
charge of stealing pocketbooks off 
the tables of the swank Roosevelt 
Blue Room while the owners were 
dancing. 


expected to be closed 





Police believe Sherman’s arrest 
solves similar purse snatchings in 


other night spots here. 


RUSSELL’S DETROIT SUITS 
Detroit, March 1. 


announced at | 


increase, an adjust- | 


bookings for } 


weekly will be} 


Negotiations | 
| 
with the creditors for the nitery’s as- 


ling week. 


F. E. Powell, Magico, 
Dies in New Haven 


At 82; Society Dean 


Frederick Eugene Powell, 82, ma- 
Kel- 


died 


gician contemporary of Harry 


lar and Alexander Herrmann, 


in New Haven, Feb. 27. 


He was the 
inventor of a number of outstand- 
ing illusions, but was also a suave 
sleight of hand 
patterning more after Kellar 
than the more spectacular Herr- 
mann. On the death of Kellar, he 
was voted Dean of American Magi- 
cians by the Society of American 

Magicians. 

Powell was 
engineer and mathernatician. At 19 
he held the chair of intermediate 
mathematics in the Military College 
of Pennsylvania. 
he had become interested in magic 
j}and gave amateur performances for 
his friends. In 1878, he determined 
to put his manual dexterity to use 
and made a tour of the 
states. In 1880, he was emboldened 
to try his success in New York. 

He came into prominence with his 
illusion, ‘She,’ based on the then tre- 
|mendously popular novel of that 
| title by H. Rider Haggard. A young 
| woman was enveloped in a sheet, 
| with proper hocus-pocus, and the 
sheet set aflame, burning to ashes 
as it fell to the stage, the woman 
reappearing to finish the act. 

A little later he presented his 
‘Noah’s Ark’ in which a_ cabinet 
fashioned in the semblance of bibli- 
cal ark was placed on trestles and 
shown to be empty. Ata pistol shot 
the doors opened and innumerable 
animals were paraded from. the 
structure by twos. Both tricks were 
widely copied, Herrmann offering 
‘Cremation’ while Carl Hertz did 
much with the ark. 

Later, he devoted himself to the 
Spiritualistic tricks. Much of his 
apparatus was used by Kellar in his 
own expose of fake mediums. On 
| his retirement, he presented the So- 
ciety of American Magicians with 
the original spirit cabinet used by 
Kellar, at a meeting of the Society 
'in November, 1934. 

He twice suffered the loss of his 
complete. collection of apparatus, 
first in 1915, ata fire in his home at 
| Chester, Pa.: and second during a 
flood in San Antonio. 
| Tall, slender and of ingratiating 
| personality, he made a commanding 


and accomplished 
artist, 





figure on the stage and his gracious | 
ways greatly enhanced the value of | 


his work. 





| Funeral services were held in New 
Haven yesterday (Tuesday)  aft- 
ernoon. A _ second service will be 
held today (Wednesday) under 
auspices of the New York Societ 
|}Riverside Memorial chapel, 

, 1 

York. 


Harry Russe beef-frust im- | 
presario, wh lost all h law suits 
as - 2 enie né ifter they 
broke a f! his t er, Won a] 

1 ent t week ; t one of 
b f me r j 

s | 

Harry Jarkey. m. m Russe 1) 
trained t hz E ( and who! 
then broke a contract ordered 
to pay Ru 1a $50 damage, 


ADD: WINTER RESORT TIME 


Henny Youngman returns to the 
Laurel-in-the-Pines, Lakewood, N.WJ., 
pot March 12. Frances Faye fol- 
lows the comic, also on a repeat 


March 19. Set by Abner Greshler. | 





i 
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k le the ( ere : 
that he P < 

fron p ( 
har d tne ‘ 

i¢ ; ' the ent 

Ups! bhe ‘ ‘ . 
eT le vee er re I of 
act tie€ ) tne ( f r } 
gave police name of a fence t 
he sold a $50 ring and a $100 } 


stolen from the 


educated to be an 


The previous year | 


southern | 


Detroit, March 1. 
More stringent police regulation of 
local niteries, resulting from legise 
| lative probe of Detroit conditions, go 
into effect this week and must be 
ct ied ( re r | € 
€ r # ( e 
up 1 
L) ! p at | ( 
t ‘ 
e |] 
Da P ‘ + - 
of 4 j ire é e: 
( ) ver nu t rit Dt ( i oO 
i vith }¥ ror ( j 
adequate are ing Yr . muUSt e 
provided for male and female entere- 
j tainers; bright lights must be used at 
}all times and entertainers must e 
oked through state-licensed agen- 
Latter has been a tate uN for 
ne time, Dut never fully en! ced, 


If enforced this time, it'll mean all 
out-of-state bookers will be 
to take out 
book 


required 
Michigan licenses, or 
through a 
agency. 

Witnesses before the state legisla- 
tive committee, which is probing the 
conditions, last week declared that 
strip-tease acts were used in spots 
and that entertainers were forced to 
mix with patrons, or else. This was 
denied by Police Censor J. M. Kollar 
and by group of agents. 

Eleanor O’Rourke and Mabel Dug- 

gan later appeared before committee, 
denied being on protesting committee 
of agents and testified that strip acts 
were being used in some niteries, 
| Two other witnesses, femme enter- 
tainers, whose names were withheld 
by the committee because they saida 
‘blacklist existed among agencies,’ 
testified that their acts were canceled 
when they refused to mix and ap- 
| pear in the nude, painted in bronze 
| preparation. 

Recommendations of the legislative 
committee, expected to complete its 
weeks-long hearing this week, will 
have to await the next session of the 
state legislature, although most of 
' the remedies are included in the De- 

troit regulations being promulgated 

this week. It’s understood commit- 

tee is convinced of at least one thing, 

severe curtailment of number of 
| local cabarets. 


Michigan-licensed 





Philly’s Probe Kickback 
Philadelphia, March 1. 

Special grand jury peeking into 
crime and vice in Philly is sending 
| out its own investigators to check on 
| liquor sales by niteries after Satur- 
| day midnight deadline. Almost 
| solid shutdown on dispensation of 
| the joy water at curfew has resulted 
at the larger spots in town. 

However, ops of the more impor- 
tant dine and danceries have com- 
plained to the state liquor control 
board that they have been harassed 
by grand jury investigators while 
the converted house joints were be- 
ing allowed to go strong. Board 
execs denied their men were making 
any check, which led to identification 
of the official 0.0.ers, 

Liquor board declared it is not so 
|much interested in Sunday closing 
| times as in watered drinks, refilling 
| bottles to escape tax, and lewd 

shows, 





Whiteman’s 1-Niter 
To Preem Paradise’s 
| Name Band Policy 


Paul Whiteman preems the name 
band policy of the Paradise rese 
taurant, N. Y., with a one-night ap- 
pearance there M h 18 Bunny 
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Burlesque Reviews 


Republiec’s current ‘French Follies’ 


deesn't rate as high in entertainment | 


value as some of its past presenta- 
Gals take first honors thts 
week with inadequate comedy run- 
ning a dismal second. Trio of new- 
comers have been added to the stock 
linettp here since the house was last 
eaught. Al Pharr, comedian; Doris 
O'Grady, stripper, and Ai Ling Foo, 
Oviental interpretative dancer. Al- 
tfreda Hall, colored tapstress, is also 
new, replacing Rudy Toomb 


trons. 


Comedy dispensed by Fred Binder 
Jack Rosen, and Pharr, straighted 
by Floyd Hallicy and Jimmy Fran- 


sorts to dirty bathroom tactics 
too often Pharr has an effectis 
comedy trick of rattling his derby) 
on his bald noggin—always surefire 
Ad libbing by Binder and Rosen, and 
laughs provided by some of the girts 
in Oriental sect initiation skit near 
the close makes the comedy hold up. 
Binder and Rosen work well to- 
gether but material stymies ‘em. 

Ace strip lineup of Barbara Doane, 
Lillian Harrison and Frances Mac- 
Evoy is further bolstered by the ad- 
dition of the blonde O’Grady gal. 
She's smooth and has plenty of what 
it takes to make the _ galleryites 
clamor for more. None of the peel- 
ers attempt vocals but all are back- 
grounded for the fadeout by semi- 
stripped showsgirls. 
on for one interpretative dance 
climaxed by a chest undraping. She’s 
shapely but doesn’t belong. 

Line of 10 ponies and five show- 
girls dance routines, and production 
numbers are capably handled. 


Cis, Te 


e 


HOWARD, BOSTON 


‘HINDU BELLES’ 
Boston, Feb. 27. 
‘Hindu Belles,’ a Hirst cog in its 
rapidly diminishing wheel, headlined 
by Hinda Wassau, recently of Billy 


Ai Ling Foo is | 


VAUDE _ NITE CLUBS BURLESQUE 











| Cafe Chain Skedded 











| knockabout, pratt falls, ete., click 
solidly, 
Miss Marshall is also a capable 
tapster. Red-haired Betty McKee 
taps, but not as well as she acros. 
|Okay as a straight, particularly in 
‘Th Stork’ sketch with Carney. 
Franklyn Hopkins is good vocaler, 
but too affected. Bob Taylor is a 
capable straight. Skits appease. 
Sixteen ponies, four supers, carry 
the production numbers. Ponies are 
attractive and good in their num- 


Norm. 


DeOTrs 


IRVING PLACE, N. Y., 
FIRE UNDER PROBE 


Fire of under 
ruined th Irving 
Place burlesque theatre in New 
York early last Tuesday (22) morn- 
under 
fire dept. 


mined origin which 


stage ol the 


ing is 


N. Y Blaze started on 


the stage and spread to and ruined | 


draperies, scenery, and the first two 
or three rows of orchestra seats. It 
forced the house to shutter one week 
before its application for license re- 
newal was due to be heard, 
Property is owned by 
trict attorney Crane and 
Tony Miccio, operator. 


Young’s Burley Exit 
Canton, O., March 1 
Young, Cleveland burley 


has stepped out as pro- 
burlesque at the 


former dis- 
leased te 


George 
producer, 


moter of stock 


|Grand opera house here after three 


weeks of spotty business. Stock run 


| will continue, new management tak- 


Rose’s Casa Manana, N. Y. show, is 
good 126-minute show, eaten up by | 


sellout audience opening day. 

Strip teasers are okav particularly 
the svelte-figured Miss Wassau, 
whose 
over of s.a. 


big. Blonde has load 


click as strippers. 


Bob Carney, always a_ favorite 


| Young. 


sophisticated peeling gets | 


ing charge this week, with John 
Santry as house manager. It is un- 


derstood Young will retain an in- 
terest in the revamped company. 

An almost new cast will replace 
the company brought here by 
Policy of the house will re- 
main the same, with performances 
nightly, three matinees and a mid- 


|night show Saturdays. 
June Marshall, brunet, and Honey | 
*Bee’ Keller, voluptuous blonde, also | 


here, uses his corking inebriate act | 


to provoke 
diminutive 


laughs. 
funster, 


Billy Fields, 
and 


Happy | 


Hvatt, avoirdupois comic, are able, | 


al‘hough Fields could bolster a bit. 

Mimi Reed, dancer, has _s.a. 
aplenty, and part*sularly okay on 
timing. Her music and scoring are 
g00d, too. Femme’s_ terpsichores 
rate the high brackets. 

Early in the show Carney’s two 
daughters, from the line, vocal ‘Bei 
Mir’ and offer a tap. They then 
join with Carney in a tap. Kids are 
cute an’ can hoof. Three Gerton 
Girls, tomboys, on a bievele and with 





Al Teahnas® Divorce 


Reno, March 1. 
Yukona Cameron, wife and vaude 
partner of Al Trahan, is here for a 
divorce, 


Hirst Circuit 


Week of March 6 

‘Smart Set Lyric, Allentown, 

Tues.; Orpheum, Reading, Wed. 
‘Oriental Girls’—Howard, Boston, 
‘Nite Life’—Hudson, Union City. 
‘Randbox« Revue’—Troc, Philadelphia, 

‘China Dolls’—tGavety, Washington. 
‘Mirth and Melody’—Gayety, Balti- 


mere, 


Mon,- 


investigation by the | 


By Hardey, N. Y. Op, 
On Gay Nineties Idea 


Bill Hardey, Bill's 


Gay Nineties, is going into the chain- 


head man of 
store biz with his mauve decade fun- 
stering. He’s arranging to license the 
Gay Nineties formula in key cities, 
specializing in the bars of the vari- 
Theory is that the hotel 
towns is the capital of 
the bar the focal 


ous hotels. 
of the lesser 
the night life and 
point of everything 35 
chain system of old school 
ing, Hardey is getting 
siderable response. 

He has a priceless 
old theatrical 
and kindred props, 
|ray of talent to route around the new 
territory. 

Hardey is working a Gay Nineties 
| Minstrels radio show, having a di- 
rect sponsor interest and is counting 
on the mike buildup to further the 
|chain system idea. He left Monday 
28) for Miami to work on the radio 
| script idea for three weeks. 
Margaret Young is opening tomor- 
row (Thursday) at the Nineties. 
Frances White, still doing her ‘Mis- 
| sissippi’ and ‘Ohio’ in baby-ribbon 
getup, opened there last 
| not likely to stick. Joe Howard, vet 
i songsmith, is back at the Nineties. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 


installing a 
songster- 
already con- 
assortment ofl 
programs handbills 


and also an ar- 





Comings and goings, latest and of- 


ficial names and addresses of those 
lin this Actors’ colony: 
| Will Rogers Memorial Hospital: 


| Sylvia Abbott, Marie Bianchi, Marya 


| Blake, Teddy Bodwell, Alfred Boer- | 


Cannon, | 
| Sees and elsewhere who are sick.) Will Rogers Fund drive in the the- 


ner, Robert Burk, Marion 
| Hubert Carlson, Fifi Climas, Hazel 
|Coleman, John DiGiovanni, 
DeLoraine, Edward Dowd, John Ed- 
| wards, Margie Elroy, Beatrice Fidler, 
| John Finley, Jack Flaum, James Fex, 
Murray Friedman, Morris Gould, 
| Jennie Grande, Henry D. Hearn, Ruby 
Hess, Rose Hoenig, Mary Keliy, 
Carlene Knight, Beatrice Lee 

Also Edith Lemlich, John Louden, 
Peggy McCarthy, Edward Mc- 
Gushion, Lucile McKay, Henrietta 
Michnoff, Richard Moore. Minna 
Morse, Margaret Newell, Roy Nun- 
ley, Cora O’Connell, Marie Phillips, 
| William Piunkett, Ford Raymond, 
|Milton Reich, Martha Rogow, 
| belle Rook, David Rose, Fred Schra- 
der, Michael Schultz, James Seeley, 
Ben Schaffer, Galand Smith, Hazel 
Smith, Jean Stuart, Brian Tracy, 
Mark Vance, Eddie Vogt, Milton 
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TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN 


The piano book which disappeared from the band- 
stand at the Hotel Plaza’s Persian Room, New York, 
last week, contained 17 individual compositions 


Mm especially arranged for the professional perform- 


ances of VELOZ and YOLANDA. 


Among these were five original, unpublished compo- 
sitions, which were written and copyrighted by 


Frank Veloz. 


This is formal notification that public performance of 
any of these original compositions, without the writ- 
ten consent of Frank Veloz, will be prosecuted to the 


fullest extent of the law. 


(Signed) Veloz and Yolanda 


amet 


week, but | 


'sion of sympathy.’ 


Alfred | 
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Weeks, Henry Wunsch, Jules Zwil- 
| ling. 

Also Russ Kelly 
Jimmy Cannon, Northwoods 
torium; Harry and Charlie Barrett, 
302 Broadway; Helen O'Reilly, 44 
Main. street; Katharine Keenan, 
Northwoods sanatorium; Ray Ket- 
chem, 39 Ampersand avenue; Lillian 


19 Broadway; 


Mansfield, 110 Main street; Claude 
| Lawson, 102 Lake Flower avenue; 
Lester Sheehan, 54 Park avenue; 
‘Manny Lowry, 44 Baker street; Alice 
Carman, 47 Helen street; Joe Mc- 
Carthy, 68 Franklin avenue, Garry 
Sidgreave, 28 Church street; Happy 
Benway, 91 Broadway. 

It's freezing and snowing up here 


and =the natives are nuts 
We've been having summer weather 
lately. 

Dr. Karl Fischel (Will Rogers) 
back from the big town with a mess 
of new routines for the ozoners. 

Lucile McKay and Al Boerner will 
leave here with okay paper. 

Ruby Hess, who took a nerve op- 
eration, out of the hospital and back 
to the Will Rogers spick and span. 

Bide Fidler doing nicely. 

Robert Burk, who put 
‘Strange Loneliness,’ hit song, writing 
while Will 


going 


over 


new numbers ozoning 
bear look-seeing. 
Hubert Carlson’s frau in from 


Kansas City, Mo., for a look-see at 
her man, who’s doing oke. 

Grande has regained her 
voice. She’s now ordering seconds 
in the Will Rogers dining room. 

Ed (Will Rogers) McGushion's 
mother doing well after a_ slight 
siege in New York. 

Things that make this little column 


Jean 


a big issue: ‘We shall always re- 
member with deep gratitude yours 


and the VarireTy’s comforting expres- 
From note which 


came from Mr. and Mrs. Thomas 
| Brady. 
Lee Lamarr and her Swingettes 


have folded and gone to an Alba 
night spot 


(Write to those you know in Sar- 
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Bert Lytell at the Orpheum, 
Frisco. tn a playlet done at a Lamb's 
gambol, ‘The Valiant.’ 





Kimberly and Page were at the 
Chicago Rialto. Have been in Eng- 
land so long American audiences 
have forgotten them. 


Paramount Pep Club gave a dance 
at the Commodore. Advertised two 
weeks work in pictures at the 
Astoria plant for the prettiest chorus 
| girl. Girls got in free by asking for 
| Nils Granlund. Thomas Meighan 
and Tony Moreno the judges. 
Valeska Surratt trying again with 
| a new version of her playlet, ‘Silks, 
| Satins, Calico and Rags.’ Edgar Al- 
j}len Wolf rewrote it, but still it 
| wasn’t so good. 








| First half of the bill at the N. Y. 
, Palace so good it hurt the second 
_half. Included Fannie Brice and 
Biltmore orch. Miss Brice did nine 


|; songs. Billy Van and Jim Corbett 
had the next to shut and held it 
' down nicely. 

Charles Ahearn was rapidly 
getting away from his old cycling 
act and shining as a comedian. 


Romping at the Colonial and laying 
them out cold. 

North American Co. was going to 
' revolutionize business with a wired 


| wireless service with paid per- 
formers. Public never went for it 
in the big way expected. 


known as Muzak. 

Chicago judge handed down a de- 
cision to the effect that theatre peo- 
ple are not workingmen and _ not 
liable to union jurisdiction. 
favored Bert Earl, who had a 
band. 


girl 


Bennington and Scott off the bill 
at Loew’s Palace, Brooklyn. Ben- 
nington, a monopede, lost his stage 
leg and could not replace it. 

Announced that some $2,500,000 
would be spent on renovation of 
summer parks, 


Capt. Irvin O'Hay hired to do ad- 


vance promotional work for Louis 
Mann and George Sidney. To speak 
, before organizations and clubs. 


Idea started by Channing Pollock for 
‘The Fool’ and Srowning in popu- 
larity. 

Herbert Corthell took a clam at a 
, thin Toledo audience. Told them to 
|} lake a good look at him as 











; never would see him again 


Now 


Decision | 


they , 


NVA BENEFITS 


Sana- | 


$7,000 GROSS 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| eee 

| National Variety Artists’ first bene- 
‘fit since becoming strictly a social 
organization three years ago grossed 
$7,000 at the Alvin, N. Y., Sunday 
night (27). Net will be around $3,509. 

Money will be used to miaintain 
the clubrooms at 223 W. 46th street, 
N. Y. 

Where the NVA benefits formerly 
filled the Metropolitan opera 
this one scarcely filled the much 
smaller Alvin. Many of the adver- 
tised names failed to appear, thouch 
they were sufficient to carry the 
entertainment well past li pm 
M.c.’s were Arthur Hartley, Jay C. 
Flippen, Jack Osterman and Harlin 
Dixon. 

NVA’s charity end was dropped 
three years ago when show business 
turned over the sanatorium at Sara- 
nac Lake to the Will Rogers Me- 
morial Commission as a permanent 
memorial to the actor. At the same 
time the NVA’s relief for indigent 
performers was also dropped, with 
the curtailed organization moving 
into small clubrooms at 46th street 
Eighth avenue. 

Last year the NVA went through 
a reorganization, with the one-man 
dictatorship of Henry Chesterfield 
eliminated, Ruling powers passed on 
to a board of governors. Lou Handin, 
attorney, was elected president, with 
Chesterfield retained as secretary. 

The club then moved into its pres- 
ent quarters in the former E. B. 
Marks publishing house, costing the 
NVA $2,100 yearly. Its income now 
is strictly from membership dues and 
benefits such as one at the Alvin, 
the NVA not sharing in the annual 


house 


and 


Bill Robinson’s Vaude 
Dates After N. Y. Nitery 


Bill Robinson will play a_ few 
weeks of theatre dates after his cur- 
rent run at the Cotton Club, N. Y., 
ends. Dancer has a verbal agree- 
ment for the Keith-Memorial, Bos- 
ton, opening March 17, with any fur- 
ther dates subject to his recall by 
20th-Fox for films. 

His contract with the studio ex- 
| pires in August and calls for three 
more pictures so the studio might 
order him westward almost immedi- 
ately when the Cotton Club folds its 
| current revue. 


| Leo Robin and Ralph Rainger 
have been assigned by Paramount 


_to cleff the songs for ‘Give Me a 


Sailor,” replacing Frank  Loesser, 
who is held on “Cocoanut Grove’ 
numbers. 








Bell's 
Hawaiian 
Follies 


Week Feb. 25, Rivoli, Muncie, Ind. 
“ Mar. 4, RKO, Colonial, Dayton 
pi Mar. 11, Shubert, Cincinnati 
7 Mar. 18%, Palace, Cleveland 


Mgt. BOB HICKS PAGE 


3t4-2ist Avenne 
ALTOONA, PA. 
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ALWAYS WORKING 


‘Whitey’ ROBERTS 


NOW—FAY’S, PROVIDENCE 
3KD TIME IN A YEAR 
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BACK HOME AGAIN 


DOLLY KAY 


ROYALE FROLICS, CHICAGO 
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Magicians’ Show Is Vaude Revival: 


Keating M. C., Does Bird Cage Trick 


—_—_——-— + 


Annual benefit of the Society of 
American Magicians, one of the few 
remaining occasions on which a bill 
of old-fashioned straight vaude can 
still be seen in New York, was held 
last Wednesday (23) at the Heck- 
scher theatre. Performance is always 
a tribute to the scouting abilities of 
Sam Margules who digs up acts, 


| 


| 
| 


| 


some of which are seldom seen in| 


New York. Ags in the past, there 
were some bright spots in the show, 
and some not so bright, 

Six acts featured magic. They in- 
cluded Foo Ling Yu, Lu-Brent, Her- 
man Weber, Siems and Kaye, the 
Maginis and the Eltons. For varia- 


tion there was a ventriloquist, the 
Great Lester, and a quick-change 


artist, La Follette. Fred Keating was 
master of ceremonies. All 
considered the production ran off 
smoothly, hardest work of the eve- 
ning being done by the ‘Skater’s 
Waltz.” which worked not only in 
three-fourths, but did triple time. 
Toughest individual job of evening 
was handled by George Wagner, Ex- 
Thurston assistant, and annually on 
hand backstage for these affairs. 

Besides doing his m. c. chores, 
Keating did his bird cage trick—and 
did it well. He explained he had 
alwavs considered it the slickest 
thing in show biz until he met the 
president of a certain picture com- 
pany. 

La Folletie’s quick change act, 
familiar only a few years ago, Was 
a novelty to many present. While 
Lester worked overtime on his ven- 
trilogquism and satiated the audience 
with double-talk, his technical skill 
was highly competent. 
all types of magic, from the whirl- 
wind sleight of hand to the Chinese 
variety and magic with terpsing. 
Boxes and barrels were for the most 
part absent. But there was the magi- 
cian with the bedside manner and a 
young lady assistant who wore a 
pair of black close-fitting net tights 
which might have been sensational 
only a few vears back. 

Nate Leipzig was invited on stage 
by Keating, his protege. to take a 
bow. and every act with a woman 
assistant received a large bouquet 
from Jack Trepel, himself an ama- 
teur magic fan. 

Some moderate dissatisfaction was 
expressed at Varirtry’s notice on last 
year’s performance, piece being con- 
sidered more of an autopsy than a 
review by some members of the 
magical fraternity. Statements made 
then to the effect that it would be an 
error to sponsor such a performance 
for a commercial Broadway venture 
could be repeated with as much 
truth now as then 


ROXY, N. Y. 


Paul Kirkland Co., Condos Bros., 
Jeanne Brideson, Bee Ho Gray & 
Co., Eleanor Tennis, 12 Dancopators, 
Gae Foster Girls, Paul Ash orch; 
*Sally, Irene and Mary’ (20th-Fox), 
reviewed in this issue. 


With ‘Sally, Irene and Mary’ on the 
screen and a strong rostrum revue, 
the Roxy is headed for a nice gross 
this week. Stage portion is particu- 
Jarly bright, a skillful blend of tal- 
ent, variety, considerably to the 
credit of the Fanchon & Marco pro- 
duction - staff. It's varied, patly 

aced and extremely well lighted. 

he budget also looks a little extra 
fancy on production investiture, be- 
sides the talent. 

What the masses have been edu- 
cated to exvect in filmusical enter- 
tainment, plus the versatility of the 
choruses in the big picture houses 
today, as evidenced by the Gae Fos- 
ter troupe of 24, points up something 
of more than casual note here this 
week. It may well be an object 
lesson to $4.40 musical comedy }ro- 
ducers why their task is so tough. 
considering what the public can get 
for 40c anywhere. 

_ The scope of the camera’s sweep, 
in filmusical entertainment, has al- 
ready been dwelt upon in the past. 
But such troupes as the Fosterites 
here, or the Rockettes at the Music 
Hall, N. Y., do amazing terp rou- 
tines that eclipse what many a mu- 
sical comedy principal a decade ago 
could have done. The kids step like 
Principals and look as good as a 
yester-year ingenue lead. Consider- 
Ing how exciting were the London 
military routines of the former Tiller 
troupes, or the meshed curtain en- 
of a Gertrude Hoffman line 
todav the Gae Focter Girls and Gene 
Snvder’s tiptop Rockettes make ‘em 
look like Bowesites 

That bicycle terp 
Roxy this week. for instance. For- 
merly thev did the formations—and 
intricate they are too—on teetering 
balls. Then on unicvcles. Now on 
bikes. That line 
cult sequences, on 
Space, would have 


sembles 


staging at the 


limited 


things | 
Paul Ash. 





|} ting and proper that it 


There were | 








of 24 sirls in diffi- | 
stage | 


been a wow in a} 


yester-vear Zieefeld production. To- | 


day. it’s rather casually accepted. 
As for the acts. Paul Kirkland and 
Co.. latter a femme aide. 
With hic flashy Jadder and 
acro hoke. Condos 
is ulira. 


registers | 
comedy | 
Bros.’ legmania | 
They tap like snaredrums ' 





| Judy 


| been 


and, of course, now are a bit of a! 


name on the heels of their 20th-Fox 
filmusical chores in ‘Wake Up and 
Live’ and ‘Happy Landing.’ 

Jeanne Brideson, talented violin- 
ist, has been wisely held to a fetching 
tango solo, then segueing into ac- 
comping Eleanor Tennis. ballerina, in 
her solo. Latter is nicely presented 
on a blackout background, through 
scrim. Bee Ho Gray and his stooge, 


with his yippee comedy. are nicely 
introed by the ensemble’s cowboy 
opening routine Gray's vyowling 


coyote is a novelty topper-offer. The 
12 Dancopators are male rhythm 
steppers, doing their stuff well ith 
the 24 Fosterites. The big flashes are 
the opening cowhand staging and the 
finale Tyrolean motif Biz good 
opening night. Fred Allen, featured 
in the film, did a bend, introed by 
Abel. 


STANLEY, PITT 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 27. 
Eddie White, Helene Denison & 
12 American Rockets. Ross Wuse. Jr. 
& June Mann, Paul Sudell & Spotty, 
Judy Garland, Dave 


orch; 
Paradise for Three’ 


srouday’s 


(MG). 


This is last of WB de luxer’s five 
10th anniversary shows and only fit- 
should top 
them all, which it does hands down. 
Garland assures that rating, 
youngster delivering as few others 
have around hcre in several seasons. 
Lassie has the mob tearing up the 
seats, swinging her slight, lithe frame 
in syncopated jig-time. and dusting 
off the rafters with her rhythmic 
bleatings. Her ‘Bei Mir’ is very slick. 
They were still begging for more 
when she finally got away after four 
numbers at show caught. Jack Car- 
roll dishes out 


some stellar accom- 
paniments at the piano. 
Anything trying to follow Miss 


Garland is immediately behind the 
eight ball, and 12 American Rockets, 
coming on for a closer with that slow 
waltz routine leading to a rash of 
adagio, is strictly anti-climax. Com- 
ing anywhere else in the show, it 
would have been a high spot. 

Customers are entertained plenty 
even before Miss Garland puts in an 
appearance. Eddie White, m. c.. has 
around several times before 
and knows his way around here. 
Gags aren't exactly new but he slams 
them over smartly. In his own spot, 
hits on all four, walking off strong 
with his vocal dialectics on ‘Sam, 
You Made the Pants Too Long.’ 

Rockets, six gals and six boys. 
open with a colorful ensemble tap, 
working apart from Helen Denizon, 
who does one on her own, a first- 
rate toe number. Out of gear with 
remainder of bill but she makes it 
stand up nevertheless. Ross Wyse, 
Jr., and June Mann, latter a lanky 
femme and good comic contrast to 
shorter, stubby partner. come through 
with a lot of exhilarating nonsense. 
Wyse’s nut acrobatic dance stuff and 
efforts to teach the gal the adagio 
collects gang of laughs. 

Next to Miss Garland, show’s high 
spot is Paul Sydell and his dogs. 
Uses three, one at a time, and clicks 
solidly with trickery. A smart book- 
ing move, too, because there'll be a 
flock of kids on hand to see Judy 
and they’ll eat up every bit of the 
Sydell turn. 

Dave Broudy’s house crew work- 
ing from the stage again and maestro 
gets into the proceedings, too, stoog- 
ing for Wyse. Cohen. 


BROAD, COLUMBUS 


Columbus, Feb. 27. 


Marty May, Helen Honan, Ma- 
riora, Lewis & Delaneys, Robert 
Berry, Clark & Eaton, Del Carmen; 
‘Arsene Lupin Returns’ (MG). 

Broad’s current vaude fling should 
do nice biz in spite of ‘Snow White’ 
competition here, ; 

Fast-paced revue opens wiih girls 
at switchboard, other members of 
cast donning masks to impersonate 
film notables. Masks are used again 
in finale, 

Mariora on next with juggling act 
She’s good, handling four tennis 
rackets, then going on to stick 
ball for nice hand. Robert Berry 
baritone, introduces production num- 
ber. with girls on stairs, to “Beautifu 
Lady.’ Brings on Clark and Eaton, 
acrobatic team. 

Marty May doesn’t come on until 
mid-show, then m.c.’s_ rest. 
who hasn't been here for several 
years, scores heavily 
and singing 


ana 


with his yvadvs 
impersonations Also 


works with two stooges in audience 


Helen Honan has to beg off afte: 
singing and Hollywood impersona- 
tions. Back for Mae West routine 
with May at finale. Del Carmen, 


Spanish dancer, and tap trio of Lewi: 


and the Delaneys fill bill in special- 
ties. 

Business good at late Friday (25) 
show. Olis. 


STATE, N. Y. 


Benny Davis, Margie Knapp. Bobbe 
Joyce & Jackie Strong, Don Hooion. 
Rose Blane & Tiny Wolfe, Dorn 
Bics. & Mary, Johnny Masters & 
Rowena Rollins, Robert Bexter. 
Billy Blake, Three Wiles: Ruby 
Zwerling’s orch; ‘Mannequin’ (MG). 

This season’s unit assembled by 
Benny Davis is not his best: but it is 
far from the worst 
tertainment, and more variety of 
talent than Davis usually carries. 

Regardless that the songwviter- 
m.c. has always had a habit of mo- 
nopolizing the spot when his acts are 
working, he does know how to pace 
and lay out a show. However. now 
he doesn’t edge into the spotlight as 
much as in the past. His personal 
patter is not stock stuff. When he’s 
at the State, his comments are a bit 
more Broadway in vernaculer and 
vein. He is different in the hinter- 
land, which at least shows he’s on 
the ball and audience-class conscious. 

Most commendable item Davis in- 
cludes in his show is mixed comedy 


in two acts of standard vaude pro- 
portions, Johnny Masters’ and 
Rowena Rollins are strong closers 
and lend breadth to a layout that 


consists of many singles. Act, though 
not new, has that semblance to an 
extent. Hoofing of both and Masters’ 
patter and Miss Rollins’ foiling are 
good. 

Three Wiles, English turn, 
has always deservedly found favor 
with Yank audiences since crossing 
the pond several 
other big item. Boys’ smart unison 
dancing and makeup imitations 
swell customer-pleasers, 

Billy Blake is a hot trumpeter who 
does good imitations of outstanding 
blowers, Henry Busse and Louis 
Armstrong being most distinctive. 

Margie Knapp is a fair swing 
singer, but at performance caucht. 
Davis’ interference and comment 
hurt her. Pretty corny to say that 
her mother named Miss Knapn after 
|} the songwriter’s biggest hit. He also 
stood behind her during part of her 
vocalizing. He can't sing, and it 
certainly upsets things, 

Rose Blane and Tiny Wolfe. who've 


seasons ago, an- 


been with Abe Lyman asa swing pair | 


|of pipers, get over well with ‘Posin’, 
‘Bei Mir’ and a specialty, “Trouble 
Don’t Like Music.’ Wolfe’s heft and 
Miss Blane’s petiteness make for a 
humorous combo when the pair 
prance a bit while warbling. 

Dorn Bros. and Mary have a fast 
session of close harmonizing, with 
one of the boys strumming a uke. 
|; Act is interpolated and pointed up 
with brief and good takeoffs on radio 
w.k.’s and orchestra styles. Don 
Hooton is an o.k. rhythm tapper. who 
noveltizes nicely by doing some 
fancy drum-major baton whirling 
and rope dancing. 


Davis’ ability at selling has never | 


been better exemplified than by the 
manner he handles just a mild bari- 
tone, Robert Baxter. Boy has more 
stage peers than inferiors.at deen- 
piping such basso standbys as ‘Old 
Man River’ and ‘Mandalay.’ But 
Davis presents him well and he’s 
smartly spotted. 

Bobbe Joyce and Jackie Strong 
open with a good measure of acro 
dancing. Davis closes with his cus- 
tomary medley of songs which he 
|wrote. Ruby Zwerling’s pit crew 
|} up on the rostrum for the night club 
setting Davis always affects. 

Biz just fair last performance 
opening (Thursday) night. Bert. 


STRAND, B’KLYN 


Burns, Moriarity & Dell, Henny 
Youngman, Ed Ford & Whitey, Lita 
Grey Chaplin, The Kraddocks, Rob- 
ert reynolds, Teddy King orch: 
‘Somes Blondes Are Dangerous’ (U). 





With three-day weekend vaude go- 
ing along well minus competition 
and with standard material, Strand 
might build to full week status, but 
it still needs more film underpin- 
ning tor added insurance. 

Burns, Moriarity and Dell, danc- 
ers, in opener, get somewhere only 
in the last half of act with chal- 


lenge work among the two boys and | 
crews | 


girl, challenge to the other 
as well as each other. Initial semi- 
acro routines of girl, fully gowned, 
and boys, in tails, for rhythm tap- 
ping, not so forte. 

M. c. 
act, tickles the customers, though his 
patter is off the cob and Broadway 
The book gets a thorough workout 
during act introes. He goes off bx 
fore the last act. with some of hi 
material frownable. 

Ed Ford and Whitey, third, equally 
well received. Dog and man as good 
as ever. When caught, encored ; 
most of others. Missourian attitude 
of pavees is tough on acts but house 
is appreciative when 
which is nearly always. 

Lita Grey Chaplin’s teethy-throaty 


convinced, 


nosey singing is new to here and 
gets across. Still looking geod and 
careful not to exceed her vocal! } 

itation Miss Chaplin clicks with 
‘Mood for Love.’ ‘Rose in Decem- 
ber,’ ‘If I Had You,’ ‘Yankee Doodle 
Rand.’ and a stretched ‘Lamplight’ 
for closer. Could drop latter with- 
out being noticed. Soft lights, {t 


musie aid her 
Robert Reynolds 

a chance by orchestra leader 

i King, trie: 


youngster given 
Teda. 


Plenty of en- | 


which |! 


Henny Youngman, in second | 


one session of ‘Remember } 


| : ; 

Me Should get somewhere with 
care and instruction. Tenor pipes 
need velvetizing. Looks and man- | 


ner help. 

The ace Kraddocks, 
close with a bang. 
N. Y 


in a 


Formerly 
French Casino, they are filling 
few dates before returning to 
Europe. Act does the more difficult 
stunts with ease. Better to pull < 
couple of prop muffs. Pace is stil 
terrific and very good. But all the 
slapstick, slugging and climbing is 
almost too much to watch 


i 
J 


House good on last show Friday 
(25) night. Hurl. 


LYRIC, INDPLS. 


9° 


Indianapolis, Feb. 27. 


Art Jarrett, Tommy Mack & 
Tommy Halligan, Cappy Barra Ei- 
senible, The Remmys, Selbys, Geral 
dine Ross, Ted Lester; ‘Kid Comes 
Back (WB). 


House is in its second week of pre- 
senting acts in revue fashion, with 
pit orchestra again on stage. Art 
Jarrett, as m. c., droops but scores in 
his own spot next to closing with 
four pop songs. 

House orchestra opens with a spe- 
cialty featuring two of its members, 
Johnny Jackson and Henry Waikins. 
Boys have worked out well their 
own lyrics on songs exploiting the 
merits of the instruments they play, 
clarinet and pretzel horn. Turn liked. 

The Selbys, boy and giri, do a 
| couple of Cuban dances. He doubles 
on the trumpet during one. Okay 
for night clubs but just a vaude fillin. 
Followed by Ted Lester, who has 
numerous’ instruments under his 
coat, which he pulls out and plays. 
setting laughs as the instruments get 
larger. He starts with a fife and 
ends with a saxophone. Good nov- 
eltv. 

Geraldine Ross does. acrobatic 
dancing Janguorously. Mugging gets 
few laughs. She has several good 
tricks. best of which is a full 
flip. Tommy Mack, billed as Judge 
Hugo Straight, works with Tommy 
Halligan as straight. Halligan sings 
two tunes well, and Mack gets plenty 
of giggles with his tongue-tied gags 
and work with stooge in a box. 

Dick and Dot Remmy follow with 
| some fine acrobatic work. Do tum- 
bling and flips on skates, and Remmy 
does a handstand and walk on high 


lctilts to win a good hand. Cappy 
Barra Ensemble, seven harmonica 
| players, in closer, please with pop | 


numbers, one of the number doubling 
| vocally. Highlight is ‘Poet and Peas- 
'ant’ overture, as done in ‘Mad About 
Music’ (U). 

| Show runs 70 minutes and biz thin 
lat last show Friday (25), audience 
apparently missing heavier produc- 
tion numbers which were the fare 
under former policy. Kiley. 


PALACE, CHICAGO 


Chicago, Feb. 27. 
Juanita & Champions, Steve Evans, 
Moore & Revel, Jack Powell, Male 
| Sextet, Mae West; Double Danger’ 
(RKQ), 





Quick running show being held 
| down to secure sufficient turnover. 
|Appears to be more patrons than 
| possible to handle, due to Mae West's 
| personal appearance. 

Nothing else seems to matter here, 
though there is a good show to go 
/with Miss West. Juanita and Her 
Champions are a four-girl skating 
‘turn, who do twirls for the most 
ipart. Steve Evans, on the opening 
day, filler-in for Medley and Duprey, 
| who were indisposed, Evans’ "olish 
drunk impersonation is good. “loore 
and Revel are solid burlesquers of 
ballroom dancing and satisfy. Jack 
Powell gets through fast in his click- 
ing drummer act. 

Miss West is with six men, 
open with neat vocalizing of songs 
introduced by film star. Miss West 
has excellent session with ‘gigolo,’ 
eaten up by crowd, handling her 
material deftly. Surefire entertain- 
ment. Loop. 


PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Feb. 27. 

| Nell Kelly, Alene & Evers, Jimac, 
| Fanchonettes, Maury Cross orch.; 
‘Big Broadcast’ (Par). 


t's been about seven or 


who 





eight 





acro-comics, | 
at the 


back | 


nee 
| 
| ALHAMBRA 
(PARIS) 
Paris, Feb. 20 
Marcel Sutra, Bespealy, Fabre 
Natol, Rancy, and Carre Lucie 
Goldy Orch., ‘Camille’ (MG) 
| After several attempts at straight 


vaudeville, then to pictures, fo] 
by mixed programs, hou has at last 
hit something which will probably 
keep it open for a spell. One of the 
biggest things against showcase had 
always been its bad location, but 


4 
1iOWEG 


}present setup, while not big time, 
| has neighborhood appeal, low prices 
jand weekly change of program. Op- 
|}erators can’t expect to take as Jarge 
a gross, but class of show allows for 
profit 

Starring !s Marcel Sutr: voung 
baritone, comparatively new He is 
still a bit ill at ease under the spot. 
ut his voice will probably keep him 
there Voice lacks rounding out 
but he makes the most of what he 
has. 

Openers are Bespaly and partner, 
dance team in limber contortions 


nothing extraordinary, but catchy. 

| Holding down second spot Fab- 
|rezy, m.c., who ilso sings. He is a 
| permanent fixture here, singing one 
|which he calls song of the week 
Singing nothing extra, but good 
enough here. 

Nato! follows with songs, whistling 
|and imitations. He should forget his 
| voice, for his bird whistlin. and ani- 

mal imitations are all that ere 
| worth while. 


Rancy and Carre nvresent eight 
horses and six ponies in the usual 
stunts. Horses are hamvered by lack 


of space when there are six or seven 


on at a time. Ponies’ work is 
smoother. 
| Best work is done by Wucien 


Goldy’s orchestra, spotted at the be- 
i finning and end of vaude. There is 
dire need of comedy and dancing to 
break up long line of singers, Hugo. 


PAR, NEW HAVEN 


New Haven, Feb. 27. 


Don Zelaya, Ben Beri. Dr. Hoff- 
j}man, Mlle. Lorraine. Pansy the 
| Horse, Dorothy Miller, Gertrude 


| Briefer; ‘Jury’s Secret’ (U). 

Nicholas Boila’s production lavs it- 
self open to ribbing with the title, 
‘Can You Take It?’ The answer will 
|be ‘No’ as far as locals are con- 
cerned, biz being tepid opening 
weekend. Unit, however, is nicely 
mounted, swings along at a_ pe ppy 
pace and carries enough variety to 
be fairly ente.taining. 

Twelve line girls handle a series 
of ordinary dance routines well, and 
Gertrude Briefer contribs an acre 
specialty that exhibs some nice con- 
trol work. Ben Beri works in top 
hat and tails for some nifty juggling. 
Has a keen sense of comedy and 
slips in several good tricks. Mlle. 
Lorraine does a dance against a 
group of mirrors and line girls pol- 
lish it off with a fan routine. 

Dorothy Miller, on for songs at a 
mike, looks nice and does okay by 
the warbling. Dr. Hoffman follows 
with his novelty, ‘Think a Drink’ 
turn. Gets audience response by 
providing any requested drink from 
an apparently empty shaker. Flor- 
ence Mayo, with Pansy the Horse, 
spotted here for some nonsense with 
the synthetic plug. Mlle. Lorraine 
back for a gold-paint dance, then Don 





Zelaya at the ivories. He mixes 
piano-pounding with chatter, at 


times a bit too suggestive in describ- 
ing music’s effect on human anatomy. 
Finale is a series of rhumbas, start- 
ing with line and continuing through 
principals. Bone, 


EARLE, WASH. 


Washington, Feb. 27. 
Sinclair Sisters, Paul Gordon, 
Carole Maniuers & Bryant, Rains & 
Young, Billy Gilbert, Jo Lombardi 
|orch; ‘Big Broadcast of 1938’ (Par). 





Idea of whipping straight acts into 
|}revue, being followed by both vaude 
|spots here now, hits new high with 
ithis one in which the acts are not 
|}only mixed, but each is pressed into 
service to introduce the next in lieu 


of an m.c. Works out very well, 
achieving both intimacy and come 
pactness 

Staged in night club set designed 


with guest maestro 





years since Nell Kelly, red-top , % Harry A) "ag “ar? 
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: ; ' ‘ ‘ ar 
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ov Bowers & Walter 
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Variety Bills 


NEXT WEEK (March 7) 
THIS WEEK (Feb. 28) 


in connection with bills below | 
show. whether full or split week 
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Place Elegante 
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Benny's Swingstere Midgie Fellowes G & R MeDonald Buddy Walker 


Vara Nive Marty Bohn Jack Dempsey’s Ina Benson 
toa Jovinelli Ruby Bennett ‘ Vill Venic 
Muriel TI Beck, Melton & B Leon Nauara Orc — vw 
Murie iomas ¥ 


Vincent Bragale Or] 4 T.ukas Ore 


Jackie Green Lettie Kemble Terry Lawlor | Castaine & Barry 


. * Wanger Gir 7 | 
deny Ms ere — Palumbeo’s — a. Olivette & Dimitri 
secretes Bobby Merro Ore i eo Lambertons 
Cedarwood Inn Eddie Thomas OETOn & air | Gaylene Sis 
(Malaga, N. J.) lee Bartel M’bkadden Denuvite | Bovd Heathen 
*Y Wallace Whitleys Rob Nolan Ore Louis Hoffman 
ell Ble lich Ore | fomain & Manning De Mayos 1} Alice Kellerman 


Burns, Baker & B 


Esielle De Pree 











! Allen Gilbert Girts 
Club Arende Kendezvous DETROIT 
Johnny Coster Renee Villon Book-Cadillac Hotel | Avon Sis 
; ot « ~ Gibson | Pete Marconi (Book Casino) | Warren & Bode 
lildegarde Charles & Joy 4 Debutantes 
, : — = « J Manzanares Ore 
ee hil | Madiyn Russell inn Paametie Music Masters Ore 
5 ‘luimily Bill & Rill 2 as ™ a 
| Joe Booth * A ser beh lurnie Holst Ore Plantation 
| , June Lorraine Nerman Moon 
j Coster & Rich les Barclay ge hse 5 Edith Wilsen 
| Morty Berk Ore | James Negra Ore Commodore Club Honi Coles 
Club 15 Stamp’s Cafe LeBrun Sis | Billboard Jackson 
w Charles Costello Or! Dorothy Johnson 
Dick Thomas | Leon Fields Buddy | Ted Blackman 
Mildred King | 4 Blossems Don Arden | Cecil Lee Orc 
} Marie Drummond Mortimer & B Commodorables 6 | 
| Nanette | Pat Cranford D it A : | Sake 
Jerry Delmar Ore j Jack & Johnny etroit A. €. | Natalie & Howard 
| Club P Sank Irving Braslow Ore | Bob Chester Ore eniats Sas 
ub Parakee | anttn Mighiean | 4 
; - | Sltver Lake Ine a Fi het | Ray English 
[a a | (Clementon) ter Sie ed - Kdith Bellin 
a gs 1 ar | Bill Honey Ore a aie Will Henderson Ore 
i tno Tony Senna Hotel Statler 13 Valves 
| Betsy Bain Hlelaine & I’ nalds’n (Terrace Koom) | Roland De Prise 
| Ronnie Thompson | Nancy Leslie Nat Brandwynne Or Ten-Forty Club 
| Dottie Bollinger Mary Clifford Wynne Patterson ; ae 
| Emma Stouck | Mary & Tony 38 Olympics peg tlt 
| Fran Caswell 7414 Club Northwood Inn hel ale 
2 a , —_ . | ¢ilenr ale 
| Bill Thornton Ore De told 2 Ray Carlin Ore mint Wacne 
Fiibassy Clob Kay Hamilion La Rue Parker Boris Romanoff 
Rarl (iene Baylos Menty Wysong Coyle MekKay Ore 
sede 5 ening Frances Carroll Gus Howard 
| Dorothy Morgan Verna Dean M ethan yy + Webster Hall 
} Rene & Jerry Kay Kendett : sha i (Cocktail) Grill) 
| Evelyn Kent Harriet) Wileart Powatan Riltmmere Boys Ore 
fee [. ntOn Chick Finis Ore } Playboys Dorothy Mayo 
Hora inners > : 
Billy Maples Parrish Cafe Judy Barron 1 Dixie Freancis 
Pedro Blanco Ore Frankie Fairfax or | 
clit Hall | Slim Walker PITTSBURGH 
1523 Locust Clint Jones Bill Green's Hotel Roosevelt 
Mai @y \riene KRatteaste 
i or, P. harp & M (ieorge Craft Jobnnv Long Ore 3 Cocktaileers 
sOulLse urn P o4 sé q 
Irene King Dutkio’«® Kathskelte, oack Edmond ag Hotel Schenley 
n ving Paul Harmon 
jtinda Ray | Sally Winthrop Edward Butner Howdy Raum Ore 
Dotores O Neill >} Cashimeres Henry Miller Freda TLaziet 
! oe Kay Thelma Shearon Swede Nielson tuzz Aston 
‘len Turner Mavis Javenelli " Vebster Hail 
Vinnie Moore Vietor Netson Orc Harlem Casino Hotel ¥ ste ba 
Swing Kings Ore rank Ponti Timmy Wadkins or 7 ‘en Scauein 
Hildebrandt's Streets of Paris | Rhythm Pals iotnay Duty 
Rob Aller , Larry Steele sateen oth : 
, llen Tean Of Neill Helen Wiles Hotel William Peon 
|} Donnie Lyons Ross 2 : srill 
, e Davis & Davis (Grill) 
sunn Masons Veces Martin Spvarkplug George King’ Ie pa 
Bobby Lee Ore Ruck Calhoun Kimma Smith r MI X- “Ru no Milam 
: * 7 . . ‘ ary ‘ 
} Hollywood Cafe A nity Russell 8 Harlemettes ; : 1 Bar) 
Grace O'Hara arisian Ore Liltian Youne (Continenta a“ 
|} mmerald 71 Club H > Cuardsmen 
Deave Steiner Viealetsa © Rosxsil | tel Henry Itgalian Garden: 
le bald ciate | Ralph Harrison Ore Sizt Covato On 
mohe & Vanes tilly Vine ' Etat 


' Powers @ Joves frene Burke (Continued on page 55) 
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NO PAID PREZ FOR EQUITY 
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How the Danes Do It 





Jine, 


of actors, students and the press), 


Incidentally, 


the review 





Unlike reviewers in America, critics in Denmark do not 
from the theatre at the beginning of the 
Instead, they see the last rehearsal (with an audience consisting 
write their 
first night to get the public’s reaction. 
the review after the premiere, but in time for the deadline. 

Danish critics write the longest reviews in the world. 
Both film and legit notices often run three or four 
itself there usually is a humorous 
the audience, the author, and so on. 


Cogenhagen, Feb, 22. 
-ush away 
last act to make their dead- 


reviews and attend the 


Then they add a few lines to 


And after 
piece about the show, 


columns. 








Names Boost Pepper-Coffee Bill 
Chances Slim This Congress Sesh 


Washington, March 1. 


Day-long committee hearings on 
the Pepper-Coffee bill today (Tues- 
day) followed the pattern of the 
recent Sirovich session. Present 
measure would institute a Federal- 
ly-subsidized theatre and arts proj- 
ect, taking those works bodily out 
of the WPA. During the early part 
of the hearing, Mrs. Hallie Flanagan, 
head of the Federal Theatre Project, 
Mrs. Ellen S. Woodward, MPA Arts |} 
Project director, and other govern- 
ment art specialists submitted to sen- 
atorial quiz. 

Unusual interest in the financial 
workings of the legislation was dis- 
played by Senator Ellender of Loui- 
siana, who 
many indigent artists could be cared 
for under the proposed $30 minimum 
wage as are currently employed by 
WPA at a lesser figure. Opposition 
io the bill will come tomorrow 
(Wednesday) when Jack Frost, rep- 
resenting Dancing Masters of Amer- 
ica, will point out that the jobs of 
epproximately 20,000 dancing teach- 
ers will be jeopardized by the leg- 
islation. 


about $30,000,000 annually, Frost will 
gay. 

Another opponent of the bill will 
be Albert Reed, counsel for the Fine 
Arts Federation. Individuals depen- 
dent on art teaching have been in 
the dark about the Coffee-Pepper 
hearings, according to complaints. 
Whether any witness will turn up 
to protest in the name of America’s 
music teachers is as yet undeter- 
mined, 

Big names from the world of art 
ecnverged yesterday (Monday) for 
the opening of hearings on the bill. 

Drawing considerably more prom- 
inent witnesses than did the late 
Sirovich hearings on a measure to 


{of regret, 


fore the Sirovich committee. Siro- 
vich measure, which provides for a 
U. S. Department of Fine Arts, with 
a Cabinet member at the top, still is 
peacefully sleeping in committee, 
which ‘executive sessions’ at which 
Broadway stars were to have been 
heard still in the dim future. 

Any sympathy which the Adminis- 
tration may feel toward the finer 
things of life is more apt to be ex-| 
tended to the Coffee-Pepper bill, ob- 
servers agreed. Witnesses who really | 
turn up, instead of sending messages 
will help the bill along 
but not much hope is entertained of 
enactment during the present ses- 
sion of Congress. 


| measure will appear at future hear- 


wanted to know if as| 





Cost of providing free gov- | 
ernment dancing lessons would run | 





establish a U. S. Department of Fine | 
Arts, the bill sponsored by Senator | 


Claude Pepper, of Florida, and Rep- 


| Broadway was ‘Days 


resentative John M. Coffee, of Ne- | 


braska, both Democrats, 
among its first-day spielers Lillian 
Gish, Jane Cowl, Burgess Meredith 
and Orson Welles; Theodore Dreiser, 
Waldo Pierce and Rockwell Kent, 
artists; Roy Harris, Manhattan com- 
poser; Stuart Davis, national chair- 
man of the American Artists’ 
gress and others. 

With everyone as enthusiastic as 
possible in the hush-hush atmos- 
phere of a Senate committee, the 


Con- | 


numbered | 


WHIPPLE GRIMACING 


group endorsed the idea of govern- | 


ment patronage of six arts—plastic. 
graphic, theatrical, dance, music, lit- 
erture and architecture. 


Acting as head of the ‘Federal arts 
committee,” Meredith, Actors Equi- 
ty’s acting prez, told the subcom- 


mittee of the Senate Education and 
Labor group that a ‘nation which 
sings, paints, dances and attends the 
theatre is a better nation.’ 

Senators were told by Welles 
actor, director and producer, that 
the arts are next in importance to 
‘feeding the stomach,’ while Lillian 


Gish, who looked demure and girl- 
ish, in spite of her long career on 
stage and screen, ballyhoned the 


‘magnificent’ work of the WPA Fed- 


wndor 
; uUNnGCcrY 


eral theatre project. which would be | 


extended in perpetuity under 
of the proposed legislation. 
Though few spectators braved the 
Senate show. the principals far out- 
shone the witnesses who appeared 
a couple of weeks ago to testify be- 


terms 


| which 


ings during the week. 





9 ONeill Plays 


Plenty to Go 


For Next Year 





Eugene O'Neill’s cycle of plays, for 
the Theatre Guild has been 
scratching its palm in impatience for 
the last two years, will not be ready 
before next season, Dramatist has 
three of other plays completed in pre- 
liminary form, but they will have to 
be rewritten. Hasn't even completed 
the others. 

Original aim was to make the 
cycle consist of eight plays. Idea was 
latter tentatively changed to nine 
plays, but no definite decision on the 
exact number has been reached. 
Dramatist is at his home in Oakland, 
Cal., and, except for his chronic 
rheumatism, is in good health. He is 
reported working steadily on the 
dramatic series. His last play on 
Without End’ in 
January, 1934. It was a failure, 





AT EX-GUV HOFFMAN 


Sidney B. Whipple, of the N. Y. 
World-Telegram, newest among the 
drama critics, has contacted the mag- 
azine Liberty, taking exception to 
criticism of him in last week’s in- 
stallment of ex-Governor Harold 
Hoffman's story about Bruno Haupt- 





mann. When Hoffman was governor | |. ; A 
, wees | Viso that not more then 75c premium | 


of New Jersey he _ insisted that 
Hauptmann was not the only one 
involved in the Lindbergh kidnap- 
ping, and his story is based on that 
contention. 

Whipple, 
United Press, 
book on the 


who covered the trial for 
and recently wrote a 
Hauptmann, case, is 
steamed up over Hoffman's charge of 
inaccuracy. Reviewer declares the 
former governor is wrong and it is 
stood that Whipple 


yarn put forth by the 


wants his 


side of the 


weekly, although he has indicated no | 


intention of suing for libel. 
Whipple was assigned to cover 
Broadway shows this season by the 
WT. Berth had been held down by 
tobert Garland over a period of 


years, but last season Douglas Gil- 
bert was the reviewer. Latter is 
again writing by-lined feature 


stories for the daily, a series on old- 
time song hits being due soon. 


+ canst 


HONORARY TOP: 
AGTIVE EXEC 


Topnotchers Can’t Afford 
Paid Post—Return to 
Former Policy Seen Likely 
—New President, Ist Vice- 
President, 10 Council 
Members to Be Elected 
This Year—But Associa- 
tion Is Busy with Other 
Affairs 





HOLLYWOOD ANGLE 


Engrossed in other problems, Ac- 
tors Equity Assn. has given little 
attention to choosing a new presi- 


dent at the coming election, although 
the nominating committee is slated 





Friends of the | 


to select a ticket this month. Presi- 
dent, first vice-president, 10 new or 
renamed members of the council, 
|}plus six replacements to that body 
| will constitute the slate unless there 


|are opposition candidates not indi. 
| cated at this time. 
Burgess Meredith, recently made 


first vice-president and acting head 
of Equity when Frank Gillmore 
stepped out to hande the reorgan- 
|ized Associated Actors and Artistes 
of America, has declared 
times that he will not be a candidate 
for president. Says the job is too 
exacting and that he wishes to pur- 
sue his stage career. Thought pos- 
sible, however, that the young actor 
might be pressured to change his 
mind, although he denies it. 
ed out that Equity’s routine affairs 
would be conducted by the execu- 
tive-secretary, 
the association was formed. 

Internal strife in Equity dates 
from the time when it elected a sal- 
aried president, Gillmore being the | 
first. Stated that Gillmore did not | 
want to accept the post, preferring 
to retain the executive-secretary- 
ship, now in the hands of Paul Dull- 
zell. 





president and was_ subsequently 
heckled and criticized almost con- 
| tinuously. 

Gillmore welcomed the escape 


which opened up when the plan to 
(Continued on page 48) 


PINS’ CHANGES 
NCY DEAL 





Agency buy for ‘Pins and Needles,’ 
one of the freak clicks of the season, 
was changed by 
last week, when the latter 
to tickets being sold for $6.60. 
office price is $2.75 

More than 100 tickets had been al- 
|lotted to the brokers, who re ag tow 
|lately the demand for the show had 
|dropped. Allotment is now given to 
itwo or three agencies wiih the pro- 


objected 





| be charged, 

Agency men stated that only a few 
tickets had commanded excess price 
j}among members of exclusive clubs. 
They also said that ‘Pins’ tickets are 

not bringing more than the regular 
75¢e advance. Show is spotted in the 
/small Labor Stage, formerly the 
Princess. It is sponsored by the } 






| Ladies International Garment Work- 
ers union, with the actors recr iited 
{from shops — offices in the nearby 
garment cen 
| Louis Schz ffe r, manager of the 
show for the union, rece.t)y regard- 
ed th: brokers a yuye e those 
n the cloak and t trade So h 
rented a roo! 1 hotel ar } erved 
refreshment en ¢ leal wi made 
with the agen to sell ticket 
| When he heard of high prices se- 
‘ured Schaffer had other names for 


c 
the agency men. 


several | 


Point- | 


as has been so since | 


He predicted a trying job as | 


the management | 


Box | 





\Question Equity Right to Dea 


With League 


Dear ‘Brother Rat’ 





the Ambassador, N. Y., for the 
‘Brother Rat’ actors, have cov- 
ered the whitewashed 
walls with penciled 
Place looks like a schoolyard 
fence. Besides the usual 
thoughts expressed are such 
beefs as ‘Wh, do the Brother 
Rats take so long to. get 
dressed?’ 

Some of ihe femmes even add 
their phone numbers. 


Guild Sharing 
Subscriber Lists 


| For Other Shows : 


alley 
messages. 














|its out-of-town subscription lists to 
prea presentations of other manage- 
/} ments. 
| sociation with the American Theatre 
| Society. Latter’s subscription list in 
some key stands has been combined 
| with the Guild’s for several seasons. 

Out-of-town subscribers are guar- 
anteed a certain number of shows 
each season and when lapses occur 
such as when the Guild’s productions 
fare not toured, other shows are 
switched in to complete the sched- 
ule, 
| Managements of outside shows 
| have expressed satisfaction over the 
subscription bookings. 
tations may obtain the benefit of the 
lists at a cost of $250 per stand. Re- 
quirement is that tickets must be 
sold to subscribers 
rate, as for Guild shows. 
|subscription support was indicated 
by the grosses registered by some 
shows this s ason, when takings 
were better out of town than on 
| Broadway. 

When arrangements are made a 
season in advance outside presenta- 
tions are given the same service as 
handed Guild productions. Sub- 


vals and in some stands, such as Chi- 
cago, a gross of $15,000 weekly is 
guaranteed, Cost of the full service 
|is $500 per booking. 

Theatre Society is 
movement started by 
| the Shuberts during a period when 
they were at odds witis the Guild. 
| By” combining the two, it is claimed 
that the best possible theatregoer: 
list resulted. Fact that most of the 
touring shows play Shubert theatres 
‘out of town is an advantage to that 
firm. 

Guild has hau a weak 
its out-of-town customers this season 
and to complete its current sched- 
ule will co-present ‘Father Malachy’ 
Miracle’ in association 
Chappell. When ‘1e latter proposed 





American 
| subscription 





abandoning the plav last fall the| 
Guild expressed willingness to ac- 
|quire the rights. ‘Miracle’ leaves for | 


week, closing at the 


next Saturday (5). 


the road next 
St. James, N. Y., 


It was supposed to move from the 
latter spot to the Guild theatre 
N. Y., some v.2ek> ago, but a labor 
funion situation prevented the sw:.tch 
| cuseatnsesonneeavtnieententaieeicaneeninontmansat 
| 
Mrs. Railing’ witty 
Lulu Railing, profe ally a 
Curtis Burnley Railing actre s. filed 
a petitic yn in bankruptcy in N. Y. 
federal court, Thursday (24), listing 
er debts at $29,442 with no asse 
M Railing vav.- her dre 2349 
Broadway and said in her petit 
he wa de ( t J 
George Abbott at the A j 
theatre in ‘Brother Rat.’ 
The 132 creditors are mostly 
tradespeople of various Connecticut 


j towns, 


to Control Brokers 


+ a 
R t of Equity as a labor union 

» ¢ el ya con t with an out- 

I £ » | tne purpo of re l- 

1g a Du ess ucn a ticket 
encies has been questioned. That 
unforeseen angle cropped up at a 


and before 
will first 
inion as to the legality 


council session last week 
proceed.ng further Equity 


obtain an 





Theatre Guild is making available | 


Deals are being made in as- | 


Such presen- | 


| 
for a reduced | 
Value of 


scribers are sent literature at inter- | 


season for | 


with Delos | 


ot the proposed agreement. 
Non-union group referred to js the 
wagerial League of New York 
Theatres, Latier proposed _ that 
Equity issue a preferential contract 
to members of the League, the latter 
to withhold allotment of tickets to 


agencies which charged excess prices. 
| Equity has been mulling the ticket 
tuation for some time and asked the 
| league to follow the suggestions of 
the American fheatre Council to 
;control agency prices 
It was first 
hat a 


proposed 
stipulation be 
racis to the 


by Equity 
1 made in con- 
1 effect that actors be 
I ohi bited working for any manager 
Ww ho did not subscribe to the ATC 
tl 
+ 
L 


cket control idea. Managers coun- 
ered with the idea of a preferential 

agreement for a trial period of one 
year, during which Equity would not 
| adopt new policies. 
| If Equity proceeded along the lines 
originally suggested it would be in 
the position of calling a partial strike 
at will. Association explained, how- 
ever, that it would not so act unless 
a majority of league members con- 
curred that the rules were violated 
by any specific member or members. 
League argued that a less advanta- 
geous contract to non-members of the 
league or those dismissed would be 
a more effective solution. 

Any such agreement must now 
|await the legal opinion, also the at- 
|titude of other stage unions which 
would be affected in case actors were 
, ordered out. 


ROOSTY RIGHTS 
TO M-C FOR 116 


Pictures rights of ‘Roosty,’ drama 
which was withdrawn recently after 
one week at the Lyceum, N. Y., have 
purchased by Metro. Sales 
price was $11,000. Deal was arranged 
lon the Coast, with the Orsatti agency 
acting as the broker. 

Hollywood buys are away under 
normal, ‘Roosty’ being only the 
second Broadway play acquired so 

this season, 

Next production by Albert Lewis, 
who produced ‘Roosty,’ will be a 
Coast tryout of ‘Romance on Rye,’ 
by Martha Klauber and Arthur 
Jarrett. 
| Figures to bring the 
Broadway next fall. 


KIT CORNELL HAS NO 
PLANS THIS SEASON 











been 


show to 


Katha 


‘ 
ne eae 
y age 


rine Cornell will not make 
this 
Tentative plans have been set back 


intil next 


appearances season, 


fall. Star made a definite 


decision following reports of an in- 
tended London date, also that she 
was considering a play of foreign 

ithorship. No play has been 


r her reappearance, but it 
ll probably be the work of an 


American dramatist when she does 
re tm +t} Db 1 

d tour v ntended for Miss 

( ej] art g t prin Dut 

J p ‘ s f a , a d f Ve = 

e death of R I le her 

esentative ‘ > plete Tre- 

port opposed the idea after he had 
jcovered some of the territory. 
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Plays on Broadway 





SAVE ME THE WALTZ! Censored’ being a novelty is proved 


Comedy in 
Martin Beck Feb, 28, '38, by Max Gordon 
in association with Sam H. Harris: written 
by Katharine Dayten; staged by Robert B. 
Sinclair; $3.50 top. 
Prince Paul........ 


Princess 

MAIPSEON. 5 osc eccvcccccccce MGS Pearaan 
King Frederick IV.........- Leo G. Carroll 
Queen Elizabeth........... Mady Christians 
Btefanm 2... eee ee ere Derek Fairman 
Countess wubowska.....Laura Hope Crews 
Von Bethmann..........4 Arthur Chatterton 
Fn : SE ee ..John Emery 


Count von Stragonov 
Dmitri ere 
tifrida Wetzel... 

Elmer Wetzel 


.Reginald Bach 
..George Macready 


Prince George...ecccseceeses.- LeSlie Barrie 
PT ere rye ore Jan Seeley 
ON 6 cuss 80006400 64600008 Francis Pierlot 
ge ern ee ee ae ae Arnold Korff 
Duca ECE Cee eee eee Havden Rorke 
Princess Helene...cccoceces Martha S$} 

{ Mary 1 
Peasant Women.....ceecess ; Mary Howes 

| Roberta Jona, 





Max Gordon has been taking his 
time about producing this season and 
evidently was not so sure of this 
script, but provided the play with a 
splendid production with doubtful 


results. 
First nighters expected a gayer 
performance from the _ authoress, 


who collaborated on the laugh rous- | lines. 
ing ‘The First Lady’ a season or so | 


ago. ‘Save Me the Waltz’ is romance. | 
tied up with the gold braid of 
royalty. Season has been woefully 


lacking in comedy, and such a play | 
would have been easy pickings at | 
this time. 

Play’s outstanding feature is its | 
cast of excellent players, who get the 
limit out of the lines, but the idea 
of humanizing a dictator does not | 
quite jell. Locale is a small Euro- | 
pean country, which has become a 
dictatorship. Most of .the roval 
family is content in their country | 
castle, the king indulging in raising | 
cows. One of his thrills is the re- 
ceipt of a Sears Roebuck catalog. | 
Only the aueen hankers for the 
throne, but their son is wrapped up 
in composing waltzes, while the 
princess is an unaffected girl glad 
to be freed of formalities. 

Jon Brasch, the dictator, arrives 
on the scene exhibiting the traits of 
a radical. He nroposes that Princess 
Claudine wed the prince of another 
country, which has agreed to make a 
loan if the alliance is consummated. 
But after a few hours with Claudine, 
Brasch is sorry he made the deal, 
plot being transparent with the im- 
pending romance. 

The expectant prince, toting an| 
English dialect, turns out to be a/! 
candid camera fiend, which is sup- | 
posed to be one of the comic bits of | 
Among his orders to the | 


j 
| 





the play. 
people, Brasch has forbidden waltz- | 
ing, also the drinking of chocolate— | 
anything that may keep the people 
too satisfied. In the end, however. | 
the man in love changes his mind, 
willing to make any concessions, 
even to having the royal family re- 
occupy the palace. Opposed is the 
king, who prefers the country life as 
against the arduous routine of ruling. 

Character of Brasch hardly 
matches the American conception of 
European dictators, despite a stern 
exterior. Trio of radical rulers, by 
the way, are mentioned by name in 
harsh terms. John Emery, however, 
supplies an excellent Brasch, tem- 
pered by romance. 

Jane Wyatt, recruited from Park 
avenue several seasons ago, makes 
a thoroughbred of Claudine. and she 
is missed when not on the stage. 


three acts presented at the | 


| existence. 
| drama to end war. 
| eteer agrees to back the show, open- 


| of a French bawdy house behind the 


/as written by 


Drama in three acts (four scenes), pre- 
sented by the Play Room Club, N. Y., at 
its clubrooms, Feb. 27, °38; written by 
| James Parish; staged by Joan Hathaway. 
Admission to members and invited guests 
only. 

Martha Winsloe......Ellen Van Volkenburg 

Andrew Winsloe.....ccee- Houseley Stevens 
1 Martin Winsloe...cccocoses:s Robert Hanley 
Mary Winsloe .ccccccccccsesess Ann Tyrrell 
Bt WIKK08 ss 60 cvicsesdess Peggy Converse 
EMOP os icccccctsesdecoscesccciCuee . mrene 
Richard Gurne@y...ceees eee Russel Conway 
Benjamin Lassles...sececesss William Hunt 
te) a eee eee eee ee Louise Martin 
First Woman Searcher.... Roberta Seaman 
Second Woman Searcher...Amy LaFollette 
COMGER DIO. 6 cc cctacecsecececes Lloyd Bridges 
Nurse-keeper...ccceees Katrina Wallingford 





Mady Christians, as the queen, gives 
one of her best performances over 
here. Leo G. Carroll is excellent as 
the droll king. Laura Hope Crews 
is a bubbling countess. Martha 
Sleeper, another attractive member 
of the excentional player group, av- 
a a only in the last scene, but she 

elps. 

‘Waltz’ may prove a feminine draw 
despite the chances against povoular 
appeal. Ibee. 


CENSORED 


Comedy in three acts presented at the 
46th Street, N. Y., Feb. 26, ‘38, by A. H. 
Woods; written by Conrad Seiler and Marx 
Marcin; staged by latter; $2.20 top. 


Millicent Redmond........Marian Shockley 
Arthur Redmond.........0.+-. Frank Lovejoy 
Charlie Thorpe.........+.+-.-Perey Kilbride 
Robert Stewart.............+.Bram Nossen 
Babe Verona..... eveseess+ Marjorie Peterson 
JOO VETONAR. crccccccccccccccecs Don Costello 
WTOGMBs coccccccece esccesees++ Hubert Brown 
SNS 464.6 60-096 600446606000% Richard Bengali 
WN 0.65. 6:6 00.6 65 0.5-6090084600068 Dave Mallen 
A German Soldier.......0..se0e/ Alvin Zobel 
Claudette, a pianiste........ Phyllis Cornell 
Wr Ps 5660:64. 6065464862 6494680 Ired Sears 
BvOtte. . cccccccescosvess Catherine Lovelace 
Annette....... POTTTTITT TTT Phyllis Holden 
TOO. ce ccccccccccvsccsess ooees- Edith Arnold 
BOMIR . 2200 IY TTT TTI TTT Tre Alyce Litwyn 
A Boldter..ccccsceccvece eeees Matt Ammann 
pS PPT PTYTTILT Tie Gloria Pierre 
Samuel Blodgett...... evseeee Ralph Holland 
BGO. cccceccccccsove eoees.- Arthur Hughes 
BOORM es cc cccccecescecce eeeucecnes Leon Stern 
Wilbur Sweetwood........... V. A. Burnell 
Margucrite,..........5 Phyllis Hamilton 
ee PTET CTL EERE LL Ryder Keane 
Court Stenographer........+.5. Jack Neilan 
Judge Cameron........0++-+:- Perce Benton 
Defense Counsel.......+++ Hunter Galloway 
Miss Clutterbuck. .......6. Carolvne Norton 
Miss Billie Folkstone........ Phyllis Dolson 
Foreman of the Jury....... Frank Ardrews 
OrGePly oc cccsesecccecesecer Edward Whitley 


The first nighters were rooters for 
‘A. H. Woods. honing that he had dug 
up a play that would register as well 
or better than his last try, ‘Night of 
Jan. 16,’ but neither they nor the 
manager got their wish. Instead of 


wasted effort, slim theatre fare. 
Showman secured the rights last 
|summer when he browsed around 
| Hollywood where ‘Censored’ was an 
over-rated WPA affair at the time. 


peecesceseeKauren Gilbert |} Figured as a stunt, the manager an- | 
CUMUGING 60.00 ecceeees Jane Wyatt | ticipated some rewriting would make | 


; it serviceable stage property. Max 
| Marcin, who collaborated on a num- 
'ber of Woods’ melodramatic suc- 


cesses, did the revision. Just what he | 
added is not clear, nor it is known 
whether the play is in better form | 


now than originally 


No doubt one feature of the melo- 


dramatic comedy that snared Woods | 
is a courtroom scene which occupies | 
the second act. for the manager’s hit | 
}record includes trial scenes in sev- | 
eral plays. Instead of suspense and 
melodramatics, however, the court- 
rooms in ‘Censored’ is on the farcical 
| side ; 
First act is three-scened, opening 
in a lodging house where young ac- 
|tor and his wife are eking out an 
He has written a war 
An alleged rack- 


ing night of which is the next scene, 
that of a trench. Third scene is that 


Then the cops raid the pro- 








duction. 

At the trial, during which there | 
are some diverting moments, aj} 
spinster dramatist testifies against 
the actors, who are found guilty. 
However, at the suggestion of the 
jury, the judge suspends sentence 
provided the author and other de- 
fendants agree to appear in the play 
the blue-nosed old 
maid. Grass-carpeted trench with 
potted plants is her idea of the front 
line. but the author and actors rebel. 
reverting to doughboy terms and a 
sit-down strike is declared—author 
saying that is what will happen dur- 
ing the next war. 

There are laughs in the finale sec- 
tion of the show, but so much of 
the performance tests the credulity 
of the audience that the play is un- 
redeemable. 

The actors do not help. yet there 
are a whole lot of them. Maybe that 
is why. With the idea of injecting 
fun into the last act, extra programs 
billing the spinster author’s work as 
‘suggested’ by the original were dis- 
tributed, but that didn’t help = 

ee. 








CHEAPSIDE 


Wy BLOAT 6 Fe tdecesnrrecess Burton Bowen 
WOCCUIIER, 6 6608s csecseces oc Spencer James 


Play Room Club Is one of the 
town’s many groups. It’s a serious 
effort to furnish theatre people with 
an opportunity to work on new 
scripts, attend discussions, have con- 
certs and carry on social activities. 
In keeping with its spirit, coffee is 
served between acts. First produc- 
tion was Jean Cocteau’s ‘Infernal 
Machine,’ which caused some sstir. 
Second play was not happily chosen 
and is extremely morbid in content. 

Concerned with a family living in 
London’s Cheapside during the 
| plague of 1665, it has these charac- 
ters quarantined by order of the city 
authorities and locked up under 
guard when their servant is discov- 
ered to be infected. Their lot is a 
miserable one, from which the son 
and two daughters, both about to be 
married, seek to extricate them- 
selves. One daughter does so by 
bribing the night watchman with her 
body to be allowed to escape to her 
fiance, who at first rejects her. The 
other flees with her lover and 
brother after the latter shoots the 
night watchman, The father mean- 
while has died of the plague, the 
family money has been stolen and 
the mother is seen as infected and 
going to her death as the play ends. 

While the play has absolutely no 
commercial possibilities, being ma- 
cabre throughout and unrelieved by 
the slightest trace of humor. it man- 

(Continued on page 55) 


Engagements 








——— eee 








‘Dramatic School’ — Phillips 
and Barrett. 

‘All the Living’ — Cheryl 
Crawford and John Stillman, Jr. 
| ‘Sea Gull’ (revival)—Theatre 
| Guild. 

{ ‘Spring Thaw’ 
Max Gordon. 

‘You Never Know’—Shuberts. 

‘Empress of Destiny’—Fred- 
erick Ayer. 

‘The Hill 
Porterfield. 


| Shows in Rehearsal 
| 
| 


(revised) — 


Between’—Robert 


‘Schoolhouse on the Lot’— 
Philip Dunning, 
‘Simply Henry Hogg’—The- 


atre Guild and 


‘CAESAR’ SUPERS TO 
GIVE OWN SHOWINGS 





Actors Rep. 








isince its inception, was the only so- 


Extra players in the Mercury The- 
atre production of ‘Julius Caesar,’ at 
the National, N. Y., will give a spe- | 
cial performance of the drama next 
Monday (7) at the Mercury and for 
American 

William 
Herz, Jr., Mercury casting director, 


one of the semi-weekly 


Theatre Council auditions 


is staging it. 

Herz is also working on an indie 
production of another show, with the 
necessary backing already in the 
works, but the plan is only tentative 
to date. 





Cleve. Play House Co. | 


| 
ee { 
| 


Cleveland, March 1. | 


Special cast from the Celeveland | 
{ 


Play House, is going to Charleston, 
S. C., the of March 7, with 
two plays to present at the historic 
Dock Street, oldest theatre in the 
country. 

‘Libel’ and ‘Amazing Dr. Clitter- 
house’ have been picked for openers 
in the Dock Street, which ran up its 
first curtain Feb. 12, 1736, and was 
recently restored by WPA project at 
estimated cost of $300,000. 


week 





‘Blue Fox’ Revival Hit 


Budapest, Feb. 22. 

Greatest stage success of the cur- 
rent season is the revival of a 20- 
year-old play. Ferenc Herczeg’s | 
‘Blue Fox,’ still going strong after | 
150 performances at Kamara the- | 
atre, with Gizi Bajor in the lead. 
Management had to put off Herc- 
zeg’s new play, ‘Last Dance,’ proba- 
bly until next season on account of 
this unexpectedly long run. 


Simultaneously, there has been a 
revival of ‘Blue Fox’ in Berlin, also 
with great success. 


Shows Out 


‘Father Malachy’s Miracle’ leaves 








withdrew 


ily because it is 








(Continued on page 47) 








reorganize the Four A’s was adopted. | 
During his regitne as prez show bus- 
iness declined. Membership also 
dwindled, with resultant additional 
problems, including the WPA situa- 
tion. while the opposition steadily 
strengthened. Changes in rules 
which provided three-year terms for 
the officers, instead of the annual 
scramble, did not salve the incum- 
bency, as shown when Gillmore | 
jumped at the chance to withdraw. 

It is known that when John Emer- 
son, who followed the late Francis 
Wilson as honorary Equity head, 
about five years ago, the 
list of possible candidates was scru- 
tinized for a successor time after 
time, but without result. Naming of 
Gillmore, who had served Equity 


lution at the time. 
$12,500 Salary 

There are doubtless a number of 
aspirants for the job because of the | 
salary, approximately $12,500 per 
year. Indications are that an hon- 
orary president is preferable to the 
membership at large, however, part- 
more economical. 
Dating from the actors’ strike of 
1919, Equity climbed steadily to be- 
come the strongest actor union, until 
it was surpassed recently by the 
Screen Actors’ Guild and_subse- 
quently other performer unions. 


Few outstanding actors in the legit 
field can afford to devote full time 
to heading Equity. Considered likely | 
that few topnotchers would be will- 
ing to give up the stage for the pres- 
idency, however, as the salary angle 
is hardly a lure to players who can 
earn much more than the job pays— 
approximately $250 weekly. 

Throughout the actor ranks the 
need for an active leader is recog- 
nized, whether on the basis of a 
part-time president, such as now, or 
a salaried incumbent to give the 
post undivided attention. 

Equity started the season with 
many issues and problems to be con- 
sidered. Some have been disposed 
of, but there is so much still to be 
considered that recently it was sug- | 
gested no further new business come 
before the council until the present | 
pending matters are taken care of. | 

Equity, like other unions in the 
Four A’s, faces the move of the| 
IATSE (stagehands) to gobble up all 
the actor-artist unions, and a con- 
test may eventuate. That would call | 
for strength in leadership. 


In connection with the discussions 
of a possible new president of 
Equity, Meredith has indicated he 
will take no part in electioneering 
or even in the chofce of candidates. 
His decision, however, is based on 
the likelihood of one of the ‘young- 


|er’ members being slated for the 


post. If one of the ultra-conserva- 
tive faction in the association is 
pushed for the office, Meredith will 
take active part in the opposition, he 
has explained. 

Meredith’s 


In accepting the job as temporary 





the St. James, N. Y., this Saturday 
(5) after 16 weeks. It goes on the 
road, where it will be presented by 
Delos Chappell, in association with 
the Theatre Guild. Engagement may 
show some operating profit, but is 
still in the red on production, despite 
unusual press breaks, 





Father Malachy’s Miracle 


Opened Nov. 17, '37. One dis- 
senting opinion greeted this, 
other first stringers liked it. 
Watts (Herald Trib), ‘You'll 
like it even if you don't believe 

- in miracles.’ Anderson (Jour- 
nal), ‘Miracle is easier to take 
on faith.’ Variety (Bert), ‘Mod- 
erate success.’ 











‘How To Get Tough About It’ 
closed at the Beck last Saturday (26) 
after three weeks less one perform- 
ance. Moderate business after fairly 
good press. 








Mary Mason, Betty Philson, Onslow 
Stevens, Robert H. Harris, ‘School- 
house on the Lot.’ 
| Connie Nickerson, 
| (N. Y. company). 
Elizabeth Young. Leif Erikson, 
| Sanford Meisner, John Alexander, 
| Sheila Trent, Alice John, Thomas 
| Coffin Cooke, ‘All the Living.’ 
Cynthia Cavanaugh, 
| Know.’ 
Harold Moffett, O. Z. Whitehead, 
| ‘The Sea Gull.’ 
| Guido Nadzo, Mary Philips, ‘Spring 
Thaw.’ 





‘Brother Rat’ 


A { 
‘You Never | 


How to Get Tough About It 


Opened Feb. 8, '38. Opinions 
|{ were divided here. Whipple 
| (World-Tele), ‘Not too con- 

vincing.” Coleman (Mirror), 


‘Belongs on your worth seeing 
list.’ Variety (Ibee), ‘Hasn't 
enough for longevity.’ 











‘Murder in the Cathedral’ will be 
withdrawn from the Ritz Saturday 
(5) after two and one-half weeks. 





head of Equity, Meredith said he was 
| actuated solely by the desire to end 
| friction within the various groups 
in the association. To a large extent 
he has succeeded in that purpose. 
Patching up of the recent scrap be- 
tween Kenneth Thomson, SAG ex- 
ecutive-secretary, and the Philip 
Loeb-George Heller group in Equity, 
| was credited to Meredith’s work as 
| intermediary. 

| Novel angle on the ascendancy of 
| the insurgents to control Equity is 
| the fact that after several years of 
| active fighting, the group now finds 
|itself in the saddle without having 
| been voted into power. Although 
| thes polled a vote of about 40% of 





| the membership at last year’s elec- 
tions, they actually lost the contest 
since they did not have a presiden- 
tial candidate in the field against 
Gillmore and failed to elect a mem- 


ber to council except those also 
backed by the administration. 
Pointed out, therefore, that the 





coming election is all-important to 
| the insurgents, They must win 
| enough council seats this time to re- 


| the Four A’s. 


No Paid Prez For Equity | 


as compared to a total voting mem. 
bership of approximately 3,000. It is 
apparent, therefore, that the Coast 
contingent might easily swing the 
scales if it voted in a block, 

While the SAG has never election. 
eered among the Equity members 
within its ranks, it is distinctly pos- 
sible that it might do so this year in 
view of the recent tiff between the 
heads of the two organizations and 
the friction that is still known to 


exist. SAG is known to resent 


| Equity’s opposition to the Four A’s 


reorganization plan. While it holds 


| the voting strength to push throush 


virtually any program it wishes, 
SAG might also gain its end by elec- 
tioneering within the Equity ranks 

Possibility still exists of an SAG 
withdrawal (probably taking with it 
the American Guild of Musical Art- 
ists and possibly other groups) from 
This would split the 
parent organization and end SAG's 


| annual payments of $15,000 to $18,000 


to Equity. 
While SAG has never actually ex- 


;ercised its voting power within the 
| Four A’s, that ‘dominance’ has been 


the frequent cry of certain Equity 
officials during the last few months. 
Considered likely the claim will be 
raised again from time to time. It 
was that ‘SAG domination’ accusa- 


| tion that finally drove Thomson to 


make his accusations against Loeb 


;and Heller about a month ago. 





GOV'T RELAXES RULE 
FOR CHEAP TICKETS 


Washington, March 1 

Relief from Government red-tape 
is accorded low-priced houses. New 
Treasury Department ruling § says 
there is no necessity for printing the 
seat location on both ends of the 
ticket. 

With 10% tax applying only to ad- 
missions costing more than 40c, the 
Government will free any existing 
ten-twenty-thirty spots from com- 
plying with the regulations intended 
to make sure the Treasury isn’t 
gypped. 


Richard Aldrich For 


Dennis and Central City 
Richard Aldrich will be producing- 
director associated with Raymond 
Moore in operating the Cape Play- 
house at Dennis, Mass., this summer, 
for the strawhat’s 12th season, from 
June 27 to Sept. 2. Arthur Sircom 
will stage the plays, some of which 
will be tryouts and some revivals. 
Aldrich was business manager for 
Moore at the Playhouse in 1935. 
Aldrich may continue to be asso- 
ciated with Robert Edmund Jones for 
the Central City (Col.) festival’s pro- 
duction of ‘Ruy Blas,’ to be staged 
from July 16-21. He may make ar- 
rangements to fly there during the 
run. Helen Chandler is mentioned as 
being sought for the production. 





Denver, March 1. 

Richard Aldrich, who was in 
charge of the Central City play fes- 
tival last year, will return this sum- 
|; mer as assistant to Robert Edmond 
Jones, it is reported here. Jones is 
returning after an absence of two 
years, 

Victor Hugo’s ‘Ruy Blas’ will be 
the production this season. 





Signs of Spring 





Looks like an early start this sea- 
son for the bucolic stock barns, with 
several sending in their announce- 
ments before the last day of Febru- 
ary. 

Simultaneously, Winifred Cameron 
has notified of John Ferguson's and 
Joseph Lawren’s takeover of the 
Nabnassett theatre, Westford, Mass.’ 
|Maryverne Jones announced re- 
| sumption of her Starlight theatre at 
Pawling, N. Y., May 30, and Charles 
O. Carey has scheduled himself for 
a return bout at the Litchfield the- 
atre, Litchfield, Conn., starting the 





tain the control they now hold. Also 

they must find a presidential candi- 

|date with sufficient vote-getting 

strength to help carry the council 

slate in case there is a tight contest. 
The Hollywood Vote 


An important consideration in this 
year’s election is the Hollywood vote. 
Fstimated there are around 800 or 
{900 Equity members on the Coast. 


first week of June, 
Cape Playhouse, Dennis, Mass., 
also will be in the running. Ditio 


the County Playhouse, Suffern, N. Y. 


C.A.G. to Host Geo. M. 


| Catholic Actors’ Guild will toss a 
j testimonial feed for George M. 
|Cohan at the Astor hotel, N. Y., 





April 24. 
Dan Healy is prez of the Guild, 
; Gene Buck exec-secretary. 
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‘Murder in the Cathedral,’ brought 


|after two and one-half weeks. 





| . . ‘ . . 
| patriotic, scientific, foreign, farming, 


wees = ; : ; " re |as Manager. It was claimed Said’s 
: ; ‘ ; Ss av anagers. § ¢ ompl: s né as > wh we : | + ¢ WH : , 
ning individual members away from | managers. So many complaints have neeve avainst Waters is the latter |£f0m London by Gilbert Miller and | technical books under hundreds of 
leasue’s ‘united front.’ Sudden | been received from aliens over terms | PEEVE agains vi Sis tne iatter |, | : . , p lé e : Pe TREN : ead 
: the league: ! . fie : ee bins . Ashley Dukes, is announced to close | alphabetical headings. Considered 
; Theodore Mitchell did not|and conditions that a method of Suit against Robinson Smith and | Ri ry > 4 E Sori 
i death of Theodore Mitc sas a pe “43 -|King Richard II. In fo sha of | at the Ritz, N. Y., next Saturday (5)|the most prodigious and ambitious 
z hinder procedure on the part of | eliminating such irrecularities has | !ng Hicha , ine., for a snare | . 
1 g | 


a. pany managers appear to have been | aware of the terms of contracts in | ment. chance commercially was first indi- | and tyro works. Some are still un- 
upheld only on one point, that of | advance of disputes. | New play was written by Jessica | cated last season when Brock Pem- | published originals. 
general managers. Union conceded Lee, in private life Mrs. Gertrude | berton presented ‘Now You've Done! FTP does no selling, agenting or 
that g.m. need not come under the | ¢ e 9 ¢ ° 9 Berman, wife of a Hartford attor- | It,” which failed to make the grade. | brokering, but acts only as an in- 
TMAT jurisdiction provided they Of Thee | Sing, Rosalie ney, in collaboration with James Lee | Play was a western WPA-er under | formation source as to where the 
are staff members on a _ 52-week Walsh. Reported that Miss Lee in- | the title of ‘Me, Third.’ | various works may be obtained at 
basis. Union declined to make ex- Skedded for St L Muny vested $20,600 in the production, also | ~ | the usual publishing price, if royal- 
ceptions in the matter of showmen . oo that Elissa Landi, who heads the | tied. Whereas theatre groups may 
engaging any company manager and aa cast, provided some coin. Produc- COHAN HAS GRIPPE, use as plays, FTP sees the info ser- 
such people are required to be mem- St. Louis, March 1. _ | ton was first planned by Smith, who ‘ y| Vice as a bottomless well for writers 
closed shop in the theatre for the | —s reheat | whom he was formerly teamed a possible 100 readings, something is 
front of the house. a Sing’ and ‘Rosalie’ have been ob- managerially. es bound to come, either an idea, a 

Shuberts were the principal ob-/tained by the Municipal Theatre | George M. Cohan was i]] with|treatment or elaboration upon a 

— pe pe Reegag meee —— Assn. for presentation during its | ; ; grippe last week, but went on in| planned writing with help of files. 
eae dan stiailnen eee ta ties jen 20th anniversary season in the al | EXAM COMEDY SET ‘T'd Rather Be Right,’ Alvin, N. Y.,| Indexed cards include info on pro- 
ing Praemwwers i Shubert enahien fresco theatre in Forest Park start- ’ ’ without missing any performances. | duction, if and when, publication, 
had been called out some wecks ago a eee ee AS NEXT ABBOTT PROD ne Seer oe eee fever dates, type of releases, photographs, 
when the press agents li the been presented before at the open- e of 102 degrees and a doctor was in | stage plans, types for cast, script lay- 
situation. TMAT eslied “tor o show. | theatre. attendance in his dressing room | outs, type of play, cost, etc., for stage 
down and the teamsters refused to Number of productions skedded George Abbott’s next production en Eeerorenes. F enone and some for other uses. 
haul productions with p.a.’s not fo. the 12-week season now numbers | ,, pm leit seaneent 6 ge Weakened condition prevented his| Matter is in the hands of George 
members of the ‘wnien Result was five. World premiere of ‘Gentlemen next Monday (14) with: ee Waaon? appearance at the NVA benefit show Terwilliger, former director and 
that the N. Y ’ P ‘eee | Unafraid,’ by Jerome Kern-Oscar i dpi, am, |held at the Alvin Sunday night (27), scenarist of silent films. He sees the 
Asan pote eS eee ed a Hammerstein-Octo Harbach, will | comedy — high school, by Clif-| but he was well enough to eppear | possibility of the service being used 

cea a. . into TI . with t e open the season June 3. ‘White | ford Goldsmith. Show will have #n | Monday in ‘Right.’ as the basis for a National Theatre, 2. 
comers form their own ehapter. Horse Inn’ and ‘Virginia’ are the pO Ye Sl gan a Hg yee My —-- |idea of which pops up in Washing- ; 

he. , : ar, i v yet selected. road- <2 : " s New Y 

atc: 2 Hy me ns Senernene Tee ee Way preem is set for mid-April. No i'TP’s Moppet Plays | Sede Lieeate a ese i the 
Expected that under a tase et ‘ ’ ° rege ay en ee Permanent Policy, S. F.| project and is cooperating with the 
tract, each presentation will have a Road’ to Cincy Abbott's plane ee San Francisco, March 1. bes he dhege pi apr se piney righ 
manager a ae it Fah Y r < va op OO Me ” phe Ch ea hax EATS F a over when, and if, P 
rr 9 lier nach ~— ee Cincinnati, March 1. |Behrman comedy, with Eugenie| Success of the children’s plays at| is abandoned. 


TMAT and the threat of a strike 
over the weekend turned the trick. 


made executive-director of TMAT 


been sent to Equity’s branches, also | 


to British Equity. 


| Latter should be consulted before 


tions. 


the profits of the 
show. Power-Waters is 
with promoting ‘Richard’ and spot- 


Maurice Evans 


York stay and is a co-defendant in 


credited | 


‘Censored,’ put on at the 46th Street, 
N. Y., by A. H. Woods last Saturday 


costs for the players. It opened in 


library in existence. Items are siill 
coming in at rate of 100 weekly. 


| 
| 
| 
| Everything received gets at least 


4 Vroom vice Mitchell 'signaturing for engagements on this |ting it in the St. James, where it | (26), drew a uniformly negative | three readings for recommendation, 
: Lodewick Vroom on Friday night| side, Agents holding Equity per-|scored sensationally last season. | Press and stands little chance, | although all are accepted and stored. 
(25) was chosen president, suceed- | mits in New York and on the Coast |Said was said to have been inter-| ‘Cathedral’ represents a costly ven- | Only those favored get top spots im 
' ing Mitchell. He had recently been | will also be informed of the instruc- |ested in the show during its New| ture because of the transportation | reference files for use in playwright- 
% 


) ing, scenario construction, scripting 


| 

‘ | ‘ f ” oe ee ‘ ak ie Sates | é . A. % ID 
and was accountable to no officer| Players are told to use standard |the suit. Power-Waters claims that | Boston, where business was fairly |and sundry uses to which WPA 
nor the board. His elevation, there- | Equity contract forms, riders being | $30,000 is due him. Ayer declares | 800d, but attendance in New York | would put its amassed knowledge. It 
fore. was merely technical. Saul| written in if necessary. Copies of |he let Power-Waters out because after the premiere was slim. Last | sees a fount of info for writers seek- 


| 
| ing 
| 


Abraham was made vice-president,|such contracts should be sent to the latter failed to book a Broadway | S¢ason the drama was regarded as a situations, color, authenticity, 
the position formerly occupied by | Equity, which is a rule when play- |house for ‘Empress.’ WPA ‘hit,’ at a 55c. top. Relief out-| types, names, ete. for their own 
Vroom, and George Ashby was made | ers are engaged in New York. As- | fit originally put on ‘Censored’ on the 


a member of the board. 


Producer conientions about com- 


have had men handling two or three 
houses and shows each. Under the 
One man for one job’ credo of the 
union more jobs will be provided. 
Exception apparently applies to the 
p.a. chapter, which may make its 
own rules in regards to the number 
of presentations its members may 
handle. At Monday's long session it 


it would be better 
handling complaints if 


| sociation states 
qualified in 











Cox will relight March 13 for a 
week's engagement of ‘Tobacco 
Road,’ with John Barton ia the lead- 
ing role, at $1.70 top for night per- 
formances and $1.13 high for 
Wednesday ane Saturday matinces. 

House has been dark since Feb. 12. 








i'that he did not fully understand the 


| TMAT is reported willing to re- 
aquest two weeks’ pay for Power- 


Waters, but not to seek his reinstate- 











Leontovich, are merely tentative and 
not for this season. anyway. He has 
dropoed the idea of doing a musical 


version of ‘Much Ado About Noth- | 


ing.’ 
Hart. 


with a score by Rodgers and 


| L’ville Stock Co. Folds 








| Coast last season. 


That WPA shows little 


stand 

















'the Alcazar Theatre, where they are 
| being presented by the Federal The- 
|atre Project on Saturday afternoons, 
is responsible for the decision to 
make them a permanent fixture with 
the local FTP. Charles P. Teevin. 
district supervisor of San Francisco 
and Alameda counties of the FTP, 
has directed his staff of play readers 
to find more children’s plays. 


writings. 


| plays are 


Royalty and non-royalty 
included. Total number 
on hand is equally split between pro 








MILLER ON COAST RE 


ALIEN ACTOR CHARGE 


Los Angeles, March 1. 





: r - J. Howard Miller, assistant to Mrs 
was said that the new alignment | agreement. Other showmen figured | Louisville, March 1. ‘Pinocchio,’ the current offering,| Hallie Flanagan, in charve of Fee ; 
) | : é é agan, arp ) i- 
may cost the Shuberts $100.000 | that if a strike was called, shows Stock compa~y under management | will continue to be given every] eral Theatre Project, is here from 
: ; . bod Re - ic [oh ors ae = , . i ai 
more annually to operate, but that | might be moved into theatres not af- | of W. L. Dillinger, which opened at 


is believed to be an exaggeration. 
Concede Arbitration 


Matter of arbitration of differences | 


fected. It was shown. however. that 
‘'TMAT had won other individual 


the Drury Lane, lasted only a week 
and a half, closing Thursday (24). 


Saturday afternoon unt. the end of! Washington for a prolonged stay. 


| the current month. 


| 


Trip is shrouded in secrecy, 


although he is believed to have come 


j , b ; 
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~~ ———— remem a = wn ne = = = } 
| | 
+. M4 7EUy ; 
Capitulates to TMAT  sthumbs’ for Bway Try FIP Play B Listi | 
* 
e b ] DJ - | % 
agile pl a es 0 ; _ *Thumbs’ for B’way Try | ay reall Lis ing cripts; ; 
: 
| Los Angeles, March 1. | ‘ 
e | Ralph Paonessa, Los Angeles at- | 
oncedes Union Co., House Mgrs. ess secon 0 Far, from ources 
*9 ® | grand opera presentations here for | ? $ 3 ' 
| several years, has acquired George | 
————_—— + Rosener’s play, ‘Thumbs. West,’ | + -—— 
e which he has set for a production at . 
y yor atres d “ . Tatinr Mlaw Ray ) 

League — of New —" Pirie be 3 A d Union Tangles the Belasco theatre here April 21, The Convincer Efforts of the National Play Bureau : 
eee eae” aie ak tees —_—— | preliminary to taking it to Manhat- Stace of the FTP to interest film companies ; 
-apitulated to the Ineatrical Man- , P P P ‘ : > was give howcas- | : ‘ eta ted nical Gn $54; 
capitul eM ae , New wrinkle in picketing was tan, Comedy was given a show cas In his scholastic retreat. Prof. and radio in its vast compilation of 
agers, Agents and Treasurers union - . pie ing at the Hollytown theatre in 1936 ‘4 ; . 

; 98) after an eight-hour established Monday night (28) 5 eli : dali Lawrence Edward Watkin, of play and play materials have been 
Monday (‘2 alt n g : : 3 ; | Paonessa is en route to New York e's ; , : ; 
: f TMAT t sotiat when the stagehands’ union 4 : Washington & Lee university, without result Filmers and biz- 
confab. Right of TM: o negotiate . 'to set a deal for the staging there. | Leary ! ; Mu sult, i it 
. i picketed the opening of Lode- ome had always been somewhat in- ; ae 
1 for company and house managers, ; , ’ ‘ . . , time radio see no possibilities for 
% gil 1 bstacle in the recognition wick Vroom’s play, ‘One Every a eres |} credulous of the fabulons tales : ' 
ey omg a way union was recog Minute,’ at the Show Shop the- i} of Broadway sellouts. But Jast ory expansion or emorolcering 
of the iree-Wwa) ° — 5° r N y Simultaneously Thursdav igh (94) ne neda- with utilization of the filed, indexed 

ized Final step permitting the at Sy Ye MAE SISOUS SY s Thursda n sht 24 f ) 
nized. ; ; Vroom, who is president of the 20g was thoroughly convinced and indiced collection of every | 

: function along the lines as I id indiced collection of ¢ . 
union to - a ae we Theatrical Managers, Agents when he attended ‘On Borrowed Se, - , — | : 

iginally intended is the negotia- r , ; . ; ; ceivable type of Americana, pla) F 
original!) and Treasurers’ union, was ne- Time, at the Longacre, N. Y., ; was i 
en et 6 bane comes gotiating with the League of é 3 and had to pay for a r of or- technical treatises which WPA | 

= . ia f be « us ay < A¢ «a, JAG je . 3 x ¢ ; Sa 

Clearly indicated that pee ne New York Theatres for recog- chestra seats marily assembled for FTP a t 

“+a > < agers. szatier ¢ 4 - 11 ? 
smarted ae reaennee igi ¢ a - “ nition as the bargaining agency Play was adapted ( ne teur groups. No nibbles have come / 
conceded the pe e : a agg for company managers. Both professor's book. from other possible users, latter con- : 

aaa a a area " . . , Sst rol th le users, latt 
over boxoffice ” ople Ne ater the stagehands’ union and the Sad a Sanieidieis dieeke itil 
ress agents, who originally insistec TMAT are A. F. of L. unions. ree oy on ee ia re = nec ( ins ( Ss, S¢ 01 . tue 
A . referred to remain outside the ho mt " : rheatrical Managers, Agents and | ¢ > 6 ? | theatres and kindred theatricals 
they p ae Show Shop is the former Treasurers Union may consider the a e Ya ensare | Bure: has collected over 50.000 
TMAT Inclusion of company and President theatre and is oper- case of a member ‘allegedly dis | | | ureau has collected over 5 
IASI we x , * : : : — ‘ pig ee dalk . plays and manuscripts, both ama- 
house managers was more firmly op ated as an agency to sell pro- missed from his job without cause. | Substantiate WPA’s Piet fie i Seen “ f 10.000 ; 

d by the producers however. on ee eee ; lway : b Pte - oy + Scapa | teur and professional, from ) ; 

posed by p : ductions to Broadway man- Case is that of Capt. Pierce Power- | | sources contacted. More than 1.000 i 
' that such employees were agers Waters. for hom a bond as co e e | : é . ‘ : : 

} the ground y agers. aters, for whom a bond as com- | N C | Ci organizations end more than 300 pub- 

: really confidential executives and pany manager is said to have been on- ommercia aim | li m oa of inate of all de: a : s 
required to represent employers secured by Frederick W. Ayer, who | eee cane ssacueae ik por ery gta ' 
in dealings with unions, especially E UM y CAU I IONING is presenting ‘Empress of Destiny’ | : \ é ak ; 

7 } : é = , vy : Contention that the WPA theatre | the collection as nearly complete as ; 

4 on the road. It appears that union | at the St. James, N. Y., next week. : es —e : 

. bata ee od | . ; i be ¢ project does not compete th Broad- ossible. As it is, the bureau has 
leaders in other fields were inclined | Show was first mentioned for the : 
hat vie. Lyceum, but Ayer booked the St. | W@Y MOF present plays of commercial | only scratched the surface of the 

“Ce 1: "ieWw. i 4 um, AY Ke ~ . g ‘ ; ‘ 
to accept that vie ? au : ‘ pie rating was amply substantiated in| supply, but is continuing toward ul- 

Even those in the TMAT were not | eave James instead. . te : 4 : 

cid 1 t would work. | | Alleged that Boris Said, who op the last two weeks. [Two shows | timate and complete files. Materials 
-s set-u V C ° ity jj sdyvicin« avere oy s < S sald, wi - re eran re : Bas : , eT 

#7 + le tit ie h a th sion mae 36 Bee — ravers on lerates the latter house with Eddie | which originated with the relief the- | run the gamut of anti-war, religious, 
y 3) ® c y _ ° r yURy a } « . i « Ae Vv | ae : ° 

' But the new leadership In the union | gaged abroad and in Hollywood via | Dowling. refused to sign the contract | 2t™e were presented regularly, with | safety, civic, work, social, racial, hu- 

| roceeded to negotiate with individ- | letter forms of agreement to exer- | BS ' ) Sign the contrac sither getting the noc ¢ ational ral. all holidavs 
p ; ae eo ; ee sss Power-Water : neither getting the nod. mane, national, rural, all holidays, 
ual managers and succeeded in win-/|cise more care in negotiations with unless Power-Waters be supplanted 








managements, including the National | Poor biz caused the folding, although ‘ o 19 ii ta patna he deus : 
betwen the managers and TMAT and Empire. It was those defections , the company’s two offerings, ‘Petti- FTP Boy-Girl Tours He air age setae yr yet angi 
consumed considerable time durin | that resulted in the league giving the coat Fever’ and ‘Holiday,’ received Cincinnati, March 1 nee ¢ uarters e t ‘ eg 1 
the conference, which was attended nod to the union. tenid notices. Fed theatre ‘Boy Meets G ot coe th at al Mig = 1a, ad 
by Arthur Meyer of the N. Y. State} Stated that the union's new officer Members of the compeny are tak- | company took to the road for a bri ra aaa with ys besa Hy fi - 
Mediation Board. Claimed that setup is representative of the three in@ sieps to procure sufficient finan- , tour after fortnight’s ¢ wement at nial ag legit wraduction ica, 
unionists generally oppose arbitra- groups within the membership, cia: backing to reopen the house for tl Eme forun ended Te ee 
tion, which permits outsiders to de-' though that is not entirely clear. stock Sunday (27). Troupe der the 
cide Issues. On the advice of other Yroom has been an agent. but was care manageme« of Frank Ras = rin Thaw’ for Prov 
union leaders TMAT attempted to’) essentially a company manager and Willi: Rob i a ’ State director, and 1 ers 20 p P 8 . 
drop that feature entirely. as it may ! general manager. Abrsham has been neh Sparen s REeeee ers, Pp tage crew a of I Providence, March 1 
. « ret! Y ' seneral manag £ — = oe a te 7 
interfere in the future. Union con- a company manager for years, but Norman, Okla., March 1. jis travel t st ) Clare Kummer'’s new come 
ceded on the point, however. and started as a boxoffice treasurer and Will'am N. Robson, director of the , equipme! ( ed at pring Thaw,’ rehearsal in New 
such a clause will probably be in-| ean be said to represent the latter. Columb’a Workshop, will speak at Show to presented York, been booked for the Play- 
cluded in the basic agreement. Ashbv has also generally been back ‘the Southweste Regional Theatre and tomo Tuesc house March 10-12. Cort i oO 

Break favoring the union came with shows on tour. It would an- Conference here March 4-5, Wednesday) at H Ww. V Skinner will appear at matince 
Saturday (26), when Sam H. Gris- pear that the p.a.’s are not as wel! Delevates from e'tht states. includ- 1 Mar | ea Or it evening performar:es M : ed 
<> man resigned from the league's labor represented as the other two groups, ng Oklahoma, Tt Arkansas, be followed vO ht Edna, His Wife.’ 

board and signed with the union for | althouch they expressed satisfac- Lovisiana, Missouri, Kansas, Colo- Marlow eatre, Tro: oO ! Yes. My Darling D: te 
the five theatres he is onerating. tion when Vroom was made TMAT redo end New Mexico are expected bookings in a couple move t You Can’t Take It With You’ eve 
Grisman stated at Monday’s session leader. » attend the conference. ‘ towns. |scheduled for April. 
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WEEK OF FEB. 78 
WHITEOAKS business results in Toronto, Hamil- ‘Babes in Arms,’ Werba, 
ton, Brantford and London, Ont. ‘| Brooklyn. 
Montreal, Feb. 22. As a result of the story require- ‘Brother Rat,’ Locust, Phila- 

Comedy drama in three acts (ane sewnes| ment calling for the death scene at | deliphia 
by Maze de la Roche, starring Ethel Barry- | the close of the second act, Miss Bar- | Cup ‘ A 7" Iti 
mere Features Stephen Haggard. Stage | rymore is off the stage for the whole ‘Brother Rat,’ Ford's, Balti- 
by sSicphen Haggard, setting " wris ss . = > 
Homsrhtoen.  Pres¢ catae by Victor Payne- | ( of the third act Krushen. more. 

Jenvings at His Majesty's theatre, Mon- Seep oaaaia | ‘Ethan Frome’ (Walter Hamp- 
pe ee en = aioe ‘Evhe 4) Barryn = den), Erlanger, Buffalo (28-2); 

#line Whiteoak..... 1¢ i oO | A P a 
Aunt AucustaA ; Len re Chippeniate | I AM MY YOUTH Strand, Ithica (3 r Masonic 
oe so . Reynolds ort “- Washing Feb. 28 Aude, Rochester (4-5). 
noche Erneet rvle\ pire } shi st rb. 2 3 
deine so eee ree “Robert Shayne esnington, seo ‘I Am My Youth,’ National, 
Pe cs ce hea eeeee Olive Reeves Smith Dram in Woe acts (seven scenes): Tachinea 
Pie P Aeeeens Ric hard ta lern t l l F Blum: present Wa hington. , , Pitt 
' a Stephen Hag rd " Alfred de Liagre, Jr ‘Julius Caesar,’ Nixon, Pi'ts- 
Wakectield ‘ or Peter Fernandez : nme Donalki Oct burgh 
Phescan < Eth ] lage Clreoarvles Waldron I.inda Wat ph — : 

M ° EPPS eee Joseph Roeder rh I. ’ ured: presented Fet ‘Porgy and Bess,’ Curran. San 
on Pari ae Se ish.; $2.7 + Francisco, 
Al Spante | ni i i n tichar “ . " 
an emer ara AV illia : , Charles Waldron ‘Richard II’ (Maurice Evans), 
' ) Godwin Viola Roache 7rand, Chicago. 

While nearing its second year in| \ Histone iodwin,.S 1 Wel Gr ig tics ce ee 
[ Hig aati nia the | Cl Godwin lean Bellow Room Service,’ Selwyn, ( 
wondon, this dramatization of the ; : : 

anne \\ voll . eft-Crod n cago. 
— 4 ‘Jalna’novels does 7} + Watkins ‘ ° < 
second of the Jalna novels d re not ae ere . en Me — Tobacco Road,’ American, St. 
appear to hold click pcssibilities on | ;,,. kvden ‘Yoaue | Louis (27). 

Bows .Robet Vivian 


this side of the pond, and its chances 


for an extended Broadway run are 
=xtremely doubtful. 
Play abounds in character studies, 


with Ethel Barrymore, as the keen- 
centenarian, handling | 


witted, bossy 
the major a:signment with brilliance 
and charm. Despite Miss 


more’s impressive performance and | 


a first-rate group of supporting play- 
rs headed by Stephen Haggard, wio 
created the role of Finch in Lev ion, 


and Haggard’s intelligent and force- {up its mind- 


ful direction, be- 
cause it 
structure, 

Miss 
rather 
ing her 
fusing 
evidently pre-supposes an acquaint- 
ance with the ‘Jalna’ novels which 
may not exist with the majority of 
theatregoers. 

Characters, including children of 
the centenarian, grandchildren of a 
dead son by a first wife and grand- 
children from a second wife, half- 
brothers, half-sisters, and so on clut- 
ter up the stage in amazing profu- 
sion and confusion. Unconvincing, 
also, is the ferocious enmity of Piers 
and Wakefield to Finch, since all 
three are children of the same father 
and mother. 

Action revolves mainly around the 
10t-year-old grandmother (Miss Bar- 
rymore), who holds the  purse- 
stringe. Family wonders to whom 
the money will go when she dies. 
Renny, oldest grandson, seems to 
have the edge. But the two elderly 
sons and elderly daughter also live 
in mixed hopes and fears, basing 
their hopes on seniority rights and 
their lack of means. 

Unknown to the others, grand- 
mother develops a strong liking for 
Finch, the contemptible. She has 
him visit her room nights when he 
returns from his organ practice at 
the church. When she dies the fam- 
ily is told that the money has been 
left to Finch. Faced by the bitter 
enmity of the family and protesting 
strongly against the charges that he 
shortened the old lady's days by 
keeping her up nights, the young- 
ster offers to return his inheritance 
to the family. 

Haggard, as Finch, furnishes a 
rather unusual and effective por- 
trayal of the tortured, hypersensitive 
youth kicked around by his horse- 
breeding brothers. Uniformly excel- 
lent in their respective roles are 
Lenore Chippendale, Reynolds Den- 
niston, Wryley Birch, Robert Shayne, 
Olive Reeves Smith, Richard Carl- 
Son, 
Peter Fernandez, kid actor. 

Prestige of 
plus fame of the ‘Jalna’ novels, 
draw some business to the b.o., 
cially on the Canadian tour. 


_ the play misses 
aC&Ss 


novel for the stage. Con- 


an estimated $15,000 take on the five- 
booking in Montreal, producers 
should be on velvet if proportionate 


day 


dramatic and story | 


ing. 
| Godwin, 

| publisher 
| poet 


| Place 
| poet and son of a rich nobleman, 


—-— —-= 
—_——< 











Audience 


Barry- | Hint of trouble lies in fact that ‘com- | 
ma- | 
terial sent to critics was changed to 
line in opening 
got to make | 
-with polishing toward | 
| tragedy the simpler and more logical. 
interest, | 

| second fails to ho i 5 
2. created | econd fails to hold audience through 
threadbare theatre in adapt- | 


edy-drama’ billing in advance 


i merely ‘a new play’ 


| night program title. It’s 


Sock first act captures 
definite shift to high-powered emo- 
tional drama, 


stanza. Problem now is how to get 


jwhat obviously works out beautifully 
on 


paper to pan out in laboratory. 


It can be doné and it’s worth do- 
The authentic story of Charles 
middle-aged 17th Century 
in whom the 21-year-old 
Shelley rekindles the literary 
crusading that fired his youth, a re- 
birth which completely wrecks his 
life, is packed with every sort of 
theatrical material—romance, com- 
edy, tragedy, economics, politics and 
even social significance. 

The entire play takes place in the 
Godwin drawing room in London in 
1815. Besides Godwin, there is Mary 
Jane Godwin, his second wife whom 
he married 17 years ago because she 
made him comfortable; Mary Woll- 
stonecraft Godwin, his daughter by 
his first wife, a promising writer; 
Fanny, another daughter presumably 
by his first marriage, and Claire, 
daughter of his second wife by a 
previous marriage. Harassed by bill 
collectors, Godwin stalls Banker 
with the news that Shelley, 
is 
en route to talk business with him. 
When young Shelley and his child 
wife arrive, however, 
that he has 
father, is stone broke and is calling 
because he admires Godwin. 
ley’s stinging descriptions 


ning, 


Century character. 
exactly materialize. 
Charles 





Ethel Colt, Joseph Roeder and 


the Barrymore tag, 
may | 
espe- 
With | completely satisfactory and, so far as 
the mechanics go, Alfred de Liagre’s | 
direction sent the opening night off | 


by sheer trouping. 
as Shelley; Linda Watkins, as Fanny; 
| Sylvia Weld. as Mary, 
Roache, Mrs. Godwin, 
in supporting roles, 
in itself is excellently done. 
Donald Oenslager’s single set 


as 





without a hitch. Craig. 


was on side of both play 
and players in this one, despite unin- 
tended giggle reaction to bad climax- | 
| timing, which frequently upset mood. 





leaving almost impos- | 
sible task te completely tragic third 
also is the fact that the author . wl onion acetton | = 


it turns out 
been cut off by his 


Shel- 
of the 
plight of child labor in the Welsh 
mines rouses Godwin against his will 
and promises a terrific theatre eve- 
especially with reference to 
‘equal distribution of wealth’ pop- 
ping in so many words from a 19th 
But this doesn’t 


Waldron as Godwin car- 
ries the play throughout, dragging it 
back into the mood time and again | 


Frank Lawton, | ing them free. 








and Viola 
stand out 
each of which | 





is 








CHARLES 


MONDAY, 


AT 





ANNOUNCEMENT 


DOROTHY STONE 


COLLIN 


OPEN IN 


“HOORAY FOR WHAT” 


MARCH 7th 


THE 


WINTER GARDEN, NEW YORK 


Personal Management 


WILLIAM LIEBLING 
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‘Tonight at 8:30’ (Estelle Win- 
wood), Harris, Chicago. 

‘Victoria Regina’ (Helen 
Hayes), Davidson, Milwaukee. 

‘White Cargo,’ Shubert. New- 
ark. 

‘Whiteoaks’ 
more), Royal 
onto. 

‘Women,’ Aude, Oakland. Cal 
(28); Paramount, Salt 
City, U. (2); Aude, 
(4-5). 

‘Yes, My Darling Daughter’ 
(Lucille Watson), Forrest, Phil- 
adelphia. 

‘Yes, My Darling Daughter’ 
(Florence Reed), Melba, Dallas 
(28-1); Shrine Aude, Oklahoma 
City, (2); Convention Hall, 
Tulsa (3); Aude, Memphis (4-5) 

‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ 
Biltmore, Los Angeles. 

‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ 


(Ethel Barry- 
Alexandra, 


Denver | 


Cass, Detroit. 

‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ 
Aude, Dubuque (27); Cecil, 
Mason City (1-2); Aude, Sioux 
Falls, Ia. (3); Coliseum, Sioux 
Falls, S. D. (4); Aberdeen. S. D. 
(5). 











DIVINE COMEDY 


New Haven, Feb. 16. 
Drama in two act®9 by Owen Vincent 
Dodson Produced, staged and acted by 
| faculty and students of Yale Department 
of Drama at University Theatre New 
Haven, Feb. 16-18, ‘38 
As their mid-winter production, | 


members of the Yale drama school | 
have put together a creditable piece | 
of stage entertainment. It’s an ex-! 
pose of the present so-called Father 
Divine religious racket. Lacking the 
polish of finished playwriting, a 
natural shortcoming in a_ student 
production, play nevertheless has | 
moments of great power and carries 
several punchy scenes. Author has 
done vell in his placing of charac- 
ters in an exceptionally large cast. | 
Story, done partly and very ef-)| 
fectively in verse, tells of Rachel | 
Jackson, simple Negress whose faith | 
in her church holds out until all her | 
friends desert her in favor of fol- 
lowing ‘The Apostle of Light,’ tricky 
ev angelist who gathers a flock by the | 


simple means of feeding and hous- | Danville, Va.; 
he relieves | here last week, wound up with near- | 


Later 
ithem of all their worldly 
sions, but they don’t know 
coming at the time when they join | 
up with him. Rachel finally joins 
the others and is about to deed over 
her house to the ‘Apostle’ when her 
| youthful son kills the preacher to 
prove to his followers that he’s a 
| fraud and can experience death like 


posses- 





any human. Rachel and the others 
|eventually return, to find a new 
strength in their former simple 


faith. 
Yale claims an innovation in this 
| production, due to its being the first 


university theatre to use an electrical | ' 
action | 


| organ as accompanist to the 
,of the play. Much of the produc- | 
j tion is choral singing, shag, 
/and Negro rhythm steps. Music 
ithe work of Morris Mamorsky. 

Marion Rooney, as Rachel: 
_Corrigan, her son; Dorothy 
mann, a convert, and Paul 


leading roles. Staging by Frank Mc- 
Mullan and Constance Welch han- 
dles group scenes nicely and uses 
to good advantage a semi-bare set- 
ting in the form of a series of steps. 
Only an occasional prop is brought 


in to complete a long list of scenes. | 
suited to han- | 
dling by some type of group theatre | 


Production is well 


movement. 


Ex-Guy Sponsors Thesp 


Bone, 


Santa Barbara, Calif., March 1. 

Hudson Faussett, film protege 
Harold Hoffman, ex-vgovernor 
New Jersey, will test his talents be- 
fore the footlights. He has been 
igned by Arthur Beckhard for the 
juve role in ‘The 

Play is set for late 


of 








j tion, 


| Feb. 
| and funeral services were conducted at Hollis, 
Tor- 


| Ticket man, who had his leg amputated several years ago, 
Lake | 


| because the crew 
minute. 


| appearing in a Marc Blitzstein musical next season. 
|W hich appeared in various dramatic columns in New York, was that the 


what's | 


swing | 
is | 
William | 
Neu-| : 
Peter | 
Mitnick, the Apostle, do well in the | 


of | 


Stork Laid an Egy. 
March pr mdue- | 
} 


Inside Stuff—Legit 7 





In show circles, ‘Wine of Choice,’ which opened at the Guild, N. Y,, | 
| week, is rated on a par with S. N. Behrman’s other plays of the past sey. 
eral seasons. That the critics did not think so was surprising but explained 
as psychological due to the cast presence of former drama critic, Alexander 
| Woollcott, a featured lead in the play. All the reviews, however, lauded 
| Woollcott’s performance, but one notice queried the reason for his yen to 
l be an actor, crick stating he is well off financially as an author and com. 
mentator. 
Woollcott got the critical breaks with indicated under-rating of play, 
Currently Woollcott is the fattest actor on the boards. His initial appear. 
ance before the footlights was ‘Brief Moment,’ also authored by Behrman. 


One of the most objectionable features of New York theatre-going, that 
of pan-handlers threading through audiences in the lobby at intermission 
time, may be brought under control. Cops who permitted the practice are 
said to have been ordered to keep beggars away from theatres. Programs 
now carry a notice signed by William Hodson, commissioner of Welfare, 
N. Y., which reads: ‘Patrons . are requested not to aid professional beg- 
gars soliciting alms on the streets. Mayor La Guardia states the people 
of the city are contributing millions of dollars for the care of the desti- 

|} tute. There is food and a bed for all.’ Notice includes the address of the 
' municipal lodging house, open day and night for feeding and shelter. 





Widow of Robert Stevenson, Sr., former Broadway boxoffice treasurer 
who died last September at Laguna Beach, Cal., also expired on the Coast 
19, while undergoing a major operation. Remains were brought East 
L. I., last Thursday (24). 

Mrs. Stevenson, who was visiting relatives on Long Island, had recently 
returned to the Coast te dispose of a home they had built there last year. 
was a victim of 


cancer. Daughter about 12 and son, Robert J.. by a former marriage, 
| survive. 
‘Censored,’ which opened at the 46th Street, N.Y., last Saturday night 


| (26) to a critical smacking, was undergoing doctoring until almost curtain 
| time. 


Two entire scenes, including the windup (which supposedly ex- 
plained much of the preceding action), were penciled out the afternoon of 
ithe premiere. Idea was that the Friday night (25) preview’ audience ap- 
| plauded the next-to-final scene curtain so much, Al Woods, the producer, 
| decided that was the best place to end the play. Other scene was yanked 
couldn't set the lighting system correctly at the last 


Contrary to reports in the dailies, Burgess Meredith has no intention of 
Basis for the stories, 


' actor and Blitzstein were seen together one night week before last. Ac- 


| cording to Meredith, the idea of his doing a show for the author of ‘Cradle 


never was mentioned. In any case, he has tentative plans for 
Whether that involves his Drama Associates, 


Will Rock’ 
a musical with Kurt Weill. 
Inc., isn’t indicated. 


When it winds up a 16-week run at the St. James, N. Y., next Saturday 
night (5), ‘Father Malachy’s Miracle’ will have grossed about $158,500, ac- 
cording to Varirgy’s boxoffice estimates. Show opened Nov. 17 and got 
$9,500 ‘on the first full week. Highest week's biz (over the New Year 

stanza) was $17,000. Presentation was getting about $11,000 for a period 
| of seven weeks, but lately has been down to around $9,000. It goes on 
tour Monday (7) under the joint sponsorship of Delos Chappell and the 
| Theatre Guild. 


Hume Cronyn has replaced Ralph Hertz in the part of Abe Sherman in 
‘There’s Always a Breeze,’ opening tonight (Wednesday) at the Windsor, 
N. Y. Explained the change was made because the part was rewritten, not 
due to the management’s dissatisfaction with Hertz’s performance. Shift 
was made during the show’s Boston tryout. Comedy deals with a meek 
individual who confesses a murder to attract attention. Joseph M. Hyman 


| and Irving Cooper are presenting it. 





+ 














‘Rat’ 1-Niters, $10,500 


Wilmington, March 1. 

‘Brother Rat’ road company, giv- | 
ing performances in Roanoke and 
Frederick, Md., and 


ly $10,500 on the stanza. 

Company moved on to Baltimore 
after Saturday night’s (26) perform- 
ance here. 


‘Take’ $23,700, M’waukee_ 


Milwaukee, March 1. | 

Road company of ‘You Can’t Take | 

It With You’ grossed a smacking | 
$23,700 at the Davidson theatre here | 
last week. 
| Stay included nine performances. | 








Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 


Century-Fox Studios, H’'wood 
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Make the most of your 
beavtiful Instep curve! 
Reveal it... Flatter it... 
Flaunt it... in these 
exciting shoes cut low to 
ag highlight your instep — 

$s! this Spring's important new 
beauty silhouette by 


| 
| 
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Room Service Sock $13,000, Chi; 
Richard $12,000, ‘Tonight’ $10,000 


| records for dramatic fare by taking 


—__—__-— + 


Chicago, March 1. 
Two shows opened here last week, 
‘Room Service’ at the Selwyn and 
‘Richard II’ at the Grand. Former is 
in for an indef run and looks set for 
stay, perhaps through the 
summer. Latter is in for only three 
weeks and will have to build to 

finish with any profit on the stay. 
Farce caught on with the review- 
ers and public and looks for heavy 


a long 


prolit gallop locally, following the 
coin tradition of ‘Three Men on 
Horse, “Boy Meets Girl’ and ‘You 
Can't Take It with You.” Shake- 


speare troupe is suffering, going fat 


under capacity on opening session 
despite satis factory newspaper 
notices. Two items seem to be hold- 


jng back the take; the first being the 
comparatively high admish of $3.30, 
a price which is not likely to be at- 
tractive to Shakespeare addicts. 
Maurice Evans, while here previously 
with Katharine Cornell, is no mid- 
west name and a little new for box- 
office power on his moniker alone. 
Will buck the ‘Julius Caesar’ entry 


on Monday (7), coming in with the 
assistance of the American Theatre 
Societv at the Erlanger ATS also 
coming in with ‘Father Malachy’s 
Miracle’ in the Harris March 14, 
which will complete the six-show 
season of the ATS. 


Other show in town last week was 
*Tonight at 8:30.’ which finishes up 
this Saturday (5) after an excellent 
stay. 

"Estimates for Last Week 

‘Richard Wi,’ Grand = (2d 
(1.400: $3.30). In for three 
got away slowly from the . 
gun, and had to be satisfied with 
$12,000 for the initial session, con- 
siderably under capacity; price hurt- 
ing 

‘Room Service,’ Selwyn (2d week) 


week ) 


opening 


(1.000: $2.75). Strong entry, with 
farce and comedy stuff perfect for 


the public’s taste these days around 
here: heavy money at $15,000 for 
premiere stanza. 

‘Tonight at 8:30,’ Harris (5th-last 
week) (1,000: $2.75). Came in for 
two weeks and staying five, to bang- 
up trade: touched fine $10,000 again 
last week: closes Saturday (5). 

WPA 

‘Tailor Becomes Merchant,’ Great 
Northern. Semi-arty Yiddish piece 
will depend on party. 

‘See Naples and Die,’ Blackstone. 
Finishing this week, 
ton’ next. 


CORNELIA 0. SKINNER 


GRABS $12,500, WASH. 


Washington, March 1. 

Diligent cultivation of capital au- 
diences for five years paid divi- 
dends to Cornelia Otis Skinner last 
week when biz of ‘Edna, 
climbed to a snappy $12,500. Figure 
takes into account extra matinee on 
Washington's Birthday (22). Current 
is debut of ‘I Am My Youth,’ with 
a return engagement of ‘Brother 
Rat’ to follow next week. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Edna, His Wife,’ National (1,698; 
$2.75). Cornelia Otis Skinner has 
built up a solid following by regular 
appearances here and interest in her 
new play kicked in with around 
$12,500. 


‘RD. > @r nnn D°LI1.. 
Babes’ $5,000, B’klyn; 
‘ . J ’ « g te << 
Patsy’ Okay at $3,500 
; Brooklyn, March 1. 
Brisk biz at Werba’s Brooklyn 
with musical, ‘Babes in Arms,’ and 
Majestic with “The Patsy’ last week. 
Brooklynites haven't had so 
legit activity in downtown area in 
years. 
Brattleboro Players at St. Felix 
Playhouse are rehearsing ‘The Black 
Eye,’ comedy, coming in next Mon- 


day (7) with Harry Young in the 
Jead role. Production of ‘Shining 
Hour’ is due at Academy of Music 





‘Great Barring? | 


His Wife’ | 


weeks: 


| 


| 
| 








Road Legit Grosses 


Estimated Total Grosses 
BMS WOES 64.6 60% oss $234,800 
(Based on 21 Legit Shows) 
Total Grosses Same 
Week Last Year . $223,200 
(Based on 15 Shows) 











BREEZE’ $3,600, 
YES’ $12,000, 
BOSTON 


Boston, March 1. 

Closing of two shows last Saturday 
(26) left the town bare of legit. ‘Al- 
ways a Breeze’ vacated the Shubert 
alter two-week tryout; and ‘Yes, My 
Darling Daughter’ concluded a good 
five-frame date at the Plymouth. 

Next entry is the new Cole Porter 
musical, ‘You Never Know,’ March 7. 


Rodgers and Hart production, ‘I 
Married An Angel,’ is penciled in 


for April 4 at the Shubert. 
Estimates for Last Week 

‘Yes, My Darling Daughter, Ply- 
mouth (1,480; $2.75). Although the 
takes skidded after the two weeks of 
Guild subscription support, this one 
enjoyed a very satisfactory run here 
and hit $12,000 for the fifth and final 
frame, 

‘There's Always a Breeze,’ Shubert 
(1,590; $2.20). Holiday helped a bit. 
but the second and last week was 
pale at $3,600. 


‘WOMEN’ $17,000, 
PORGY’ 186, SF. 


San Francisco, March 1. 
‘The Women’ wound up its stay at 


the Geary last Saturday night (26) 
to one of the best weeks the house 


has seen in ages. 
clicked off despite the season's first 
warm spell and the competish 


offered by ‘Porgy and Bess’ at the | 


Curran next door. 
Latter show has been pulling nice 
grosses, but not enough to cover its 


big nut. Geary is dark this week. 
but gets ‘You Can’t Take It with 
You” next week. Abbey Players 


come into the Curran next Monday 
(7). 
Estimates for Last Week 

‘Pergy and Bess,’ Curran (3d 
week) (1,500; $3.30). Although the 
second week's take reached $18,000, 
that figure was not enough to lift 
the show out of the red; with the 
closing of “The Women,’ 


‘Porgy’ is being held over this week | 
| on the hope of increased biz. 


Abbey 
Players come in next Monday (7). 
‘The Women,’ Geary (1.500; $2.50). 
Town hasn't had such a smash in 
vears; third and final frame was just 
over $17,000; total for the three 
weeks being about $44,000. House is 
dark this week. with “You Can't Take 


| It with You’ slated next. 


much | 


Saturday night (5), with George 
Blackwood directing and playing | 


lead role, 
Estimates for Last Week 


‘Babes in Arms.’ Werba's Brook- 
lyn (2d week) (1,500: $1.50). Good re- 
sponse to this musical; profitable 


$5.000 in the till. 

‘The Patsy,’ Majestic (1.800: $1.10). 
House reopened with this one 
ring Helen Ford: Okay $3.500. 


stlar- 


Hampden 6G, New’k, N.J. 


Newark, March 1. 
Walter Hampden in ‘Ethan Frome’ 


Gid fairly well at the Shubert last 
week, With the b.o, doing nearly 
$6,000. Crix did not wax enthusias- 


tic over the play and only the name | 


of Hampden brought the customers 
in. Current offering is a revival of 
White Cargo.’ 

Estimate for Last Week 


‘Ethan Frome,’ Shubert (1.960: 
$1.50). With three nights cut-rate, a 
fair $6,000 wee Just about reached, 
due solely to the Walter Hampden 


name, 


2:30" 


WPA 
Amazing Dr. 
Aleazar (1st week) (1,269; $1.10). 
Whodunit opened last night (Mon- 
day). ‘Sun and I’ wound up a week- 
week run to good business. 


‘The Clitterhouse,’ 


Abbey $6,600, St. Loo 


St. Louis, March 1] 

Abbey Players failed to run to the 
form of other legit offerings at the 
American Theatre during the current 
season and failed to grab off a five 
figure take for nine performances of 
an engagement ending Saturday 
(26). -Foreign troupe found a ter- 
riffic let-down jin interest and even 
the local crix found complaint in 
several of the plays offered. For a 
change, the brand of weather fo: 
legit entertainment was o.k. 

‘Tobacco Road’ which has garnered 
$60.000 in 45 performances during 
three previous visits within fou 
years, moved into the American fo) 
another week's engagement Sunday 
(27). John Barton is the third te 
play the role of Jeeter in St. Louis. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Abbey Players,’ American (1.707 
$2.24). Take just barely reached the 
£6,600 mark for nine performances 
for a disappointing run; 
Players take place beside ‘Tonight at 
as being only legits failing te 
collect a five figure take during the 


.current season, 


| of change. 


Good business was | 


however, | 


Abbey | 


‘Victoria’ Grabs $32,600 
For Ohio Split Week 


Columbus, March 1. 


elen Hayes smashed all local 


| in $17,600 last week in five perform- 
| ances at the Hartman 


(24-26). Was 
to have played ‘Merchant of Venice’ 
at extra matinee Friday, but switched 
to ‘Victoria. House sold out 
couple of hours after announcement 
All reserved ducats for 
regular performances were sold two 
weeks in advance. 


Estimate for Last Week 


‘Victoria Regina,’ Hartman (1,634: 
$3.30). Broke all records except for 
old ‘Follies.’ at $5 top; great $17,600 
for five performances 

Indianapolis, March 1. 

Helen Hayes in ‘Victoria Regina’ 
hung up the season’s high at the 
boxoffice of the English theatre for 
four performances starting Monday 
(21). House was practically sold 


out by mail order, with only about 
30 seats available when window 
opened a week prior to play date. 
Standees were present at all per- 
formances, adding about $400 to the 
take. 

Next week, March 7-12, will be 
filled by John Barton in “Tobacco 
Road,’ four days, and Walter Hamp- 
| den in ‘Ethan Frome,’ two days. 

Estimate for Last Week 


| ‘Victoria Regina,’ English (1,200; 


$3). Biggest gross of the season, with 
| cocko $15,000; seats were virtually 


sold out before boxoffice sale opened. 


‘RAT 0. K. $9,500, 
WALTZ 76, 
PHILLY 


Philadelphia, March 1. 
‘Yes. My Darling Daughter,’ which 


had three weeks skedded at the 
| Chestnut, has switched to the For- 
irest instead and opened there last 
lnight (Monday). Latter house will 
jalso get Cole Porter’s ‘You Never 
| Know’ March 28, and is slated for 
the Mercury's ‘Julius Caesar.’ Lo- 
icust gets ‘Room Service’ a week 
ifrom Monday (14) and then prob- 


'ably ‘You Can’t Take It With You.’ 
; ‘Brother Rat,’ after announcing 


last three weeks, jumped a notch last | 


week. ‘Save Me the Waltz.’ consid- 
lerably bettered by revision, con- 
| tinued to subsist mostly on its sub- 
scriptions in the second and final 
week at the Chestnut. 

Estimates for Last Week 


| ‘Brother Rat’ (Locust) (1,400; $2.75) 
| (9th week). Announcement of last 
|weeks upped biz a little; $9,500; 
i*Room Service’ next. 

‘Save Me the Waltz’ (Chestnut) 
(1.646; $2.75). Subsisted mostly on 
subscriptions, although gained by re- 
| visions during stay here; $7,000 last 
week (second ). 


“Can’t Take’ $17,000, L.A.; 


Sunday Performances 


| Los Angeles, March 1. 

Playing to smash trade on its first 
two weeks and with an exception- 
ally heavy advance for the current 
and next stanzas, 
holding ‘You Can't Take It With You’ 
for a fifth week. Engagement termi- 
nates March 19, with Sunday shows 
added for the duration of the run, 
for nine performances weekly. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘You Can't Take It With You,’ 
Biltmore (3d week) (C-1,656; $2.75). 
Jumped ahead of the first stanza and 
hit nifty $17,000. 


WPA 
‘The Great Barrington,’ Hollywood 
Pluvhouse. Doing so-so on second 
week, 
‘Dracula,’ Mason Stock produc- 


lion 
role. 


with Frederick Pymm in title 


‘Levalties, down- 


town alier 


Mayan Moved 
Hollywood run. 


‘Caesar’ $7,300, Balto 


Baliimore, March 1. 

Rat’ is back again th 
its third visit to Ford’s and 
some interest. Last week, 
the Alex Yokel road show of the 
Mercury production of ‘Julius Cae- 
ar’ garnered favorable notices but 
didnt get much business. Thanks to 
a heavy holiday matinee and a 
mounting weekend play, the show 
yound up with $7,300. 

Legit slate rather bare except 
for the listing of the Theatre Guild 
preem of the Lunts in “The Sea Gull, 
set for Ford’s for March 15. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Sulius Caesar,’ Ford's (1.900; $2.20). 
Good critical reception, but missed 
ivetiing off to bullish pace: strong 
matinee biz Washington's Birthday 
and Saturday helped to $7,300. 


‘Brother 
week for 
promises 


in | 


| 
| 
i 
| 
! 


| 





the Biltmore is | 


week) (D-1.823: $2.20). Weekly toial 
‘varies but moderate coin st bert; 


| income tax deadlines and the 


= 


Bway Wash. Birthday Biz Fair, 


Income Tax, Lenten Slump Impend; 


Enough’ Gets $15,000, ‘Wine’ $11,000 

















? 
BR’ 4 ° ¢ matinee draw life saver; last week 
way ezit rosses |! topped $6,000; scale lowered from 
$3.30. 
— | ‘Of Mice and Men,” Music Box 
Estimated Total Grosses (15th week) (D-1.019: $3.30) Went 
Last Week $555,000 up about $1,000 without playing an 
(Based on 27 Shows) extra performance; ove $11.00( 
Total Gross Same Week which is satisfactory for dram; 
Soak Wane $415.000 _On Borrowed ‘Time,’ Longac e 
(Based on 24 Shows) oe oo A (D-] U19; $3.30) Gross 
increased further last week when 
in nine performance the iakings 
3roadway had a fairly strong scint + spent d around $17,000; rated 
Washington’s Birthday period, the — Ot ee ae , 
final holiday stretch of the season. Our Town, Morosco (Sth week) 
Material increases were the excep- (D-961; $3.30). Also played extra 
tion, grosses on the week showing matinee last week and drew top 
only mild betterment. even with | §2°SS S° far at $13,000; fair in agency 
added matinees. Show business now ag rh wag > esr poxoffice, 
faces the annual Federal and state Once Is Enough,’ Miller (3d week ) 
i (C-944; $3.30). Looks well up in the 


) Lenten 
period, which starts today (Wednes- 


day). 
Among the recent arrivals. 


one or 
two are promising. particularly 
‘Once Is Enough.’ at the Miller It 
grossed $15,000 for the first full 
week, including an extra matinee. 
‘Wine of Choice,’ at the Guild, did | 
not draw much of a break from the 
press and turned in a fair $11,000 


total, with a chance of plaving bevond 
the subscription period ‘Casey 
Jones,’ at the Fulton. is in 
Street. 
‘Susan and God’ 
| Number One spot among 
| plays. with $22.000 in nine times: 
'‘On Borrowed Time’ is the runner- 
|up, getting $17,000 and also playing 
}an extra matinee: ‘Star Wagon.’ over 
| $15,000; ‘Golden Boy,’ ditto; Shadow 
and Substance,’ almost that much, 
|}and ‘Our Town,’ $13,000 
| pleted the leaders, but ‘You 
| 


easily held the 


Take It With You’ topped $12,000 in 
eight performances and is the Icad- 
ing holdover. 

‘How to Get Tough About It” was 
withdrawn from the Beck last Satur- 
day (26); this week’s definite closings 
are ‘Murder in the Cathedral.’ Ritz. 
|}and ‘Father Malachy’s Miracle,’ St. 
| James. 

Latter spot gets ‘Empress of Des- 
tiny’ next week, and the incoming 
| card also has ‘I Am My Youth,’ Play- 


doubt, | 
and more so is ‘Censored,’ at the 46th | 


straight | 


about com- | 
Can't | 


| money; new comedy established e€x- 
cellent $15,000 on nine performances 
last week. 


‘Room Service,’ Cort (42d week) 
| (C-1,059; $3.30). Did okay over holi- 
day, but extra matinee pertormance 
did not materially bolster weck’s 
gross; $9,500. 

‘Save Me the Waltz.” Beck (Ist 


| week) (C-1,214; $3.30). 
Max Gordon: written 


Presented by 
by Katharine 


Jayton; regarded as having | the 
makings out of town; opened Mon- 
day (28). 

‘Shadow and Substance,’ Golcen 


(6th week) (D-789; $3.30). Virtually 
capacity all performances last week 


and with extra matinee the count 
went around $15,000 mark. 

| ‘Susan and God,’ Plymouth (22d 
i week) (CD-1,106; $3.30). Four mati- 


nees last week (Monday night out) 
helped to best gross since fall holi- 


days; $22,000 in nine times. 

‘The Star Wagen,’ Empire (23d 
week) (CD-1,096; $3.30). One of 
few successes which held to eight 
performances last week, but drew 


strongly early half, with gross going 
around $15,000. 

‘The Women,’ Barrymore’ (‘62d 
week) (C-1,048; $3.30). Holeover 
coin-getter went into higher brackets 
again last week; around $15,000 in 
|} nine performances. 

*‘There’s Always a Breeze,’ Windsor 
(Ist week) (C-969; $3.30). Presented 


| house (‘Bachelor Born’ moves to the re — a . agg Papel dea 
Lyceum). and ‘The Hill Between.’ held: inn sg oo "9 wires? ight 
Little. WPA lists ‘Prolog to Glory’ | \\ ede sd aod ryout, opens tonign 
at the Elliott. (Wedne sday ). ee 
See ' ; “®hree Waltzes,” Majestic 0th 
Estimates for Last Week week) (O-1,753; $3.30). Low money 
‘All That Glitters,’ Biltmore (7ih | among the limited list of musicals; 
week) (C-991: $3.30). Slightly im- | estimated around $16,000. 
proved last week at $6.500, but little! ‘Tebacco Read,’ Forrest (22ist 
|indication of drawing real coin; | week) (C-1,107; $1.65). Nine times 


| agency buy expires in another week. | 


| ‘Amphiiryon 38,’ Shubert (18th 
| week) (C-1,387: $3.30). Rated around 
| $17,000 last week: will lay off week 
lof March 14 when ‘The Sea Gull’ 
|plays out of town with mostly same 
cast; resumes here March 2], alter- 
nating with revival. 


| ‘Bachelor Bern,’ Playhouse (6th 
|; week) (C-878: $3.30). Will move 
again next Monday (7), going to 





| Youth’; ‘Bachelor’ okay, with $9,500 
, estimated. 

‘Between the Devil,’ Imperial (11th 
|; week) (M-1.468; $4.40). Upped at- 
| tendance early last week for holiday 
performances estimated sending 


'gross around $20,000 mark: some 
| profit. 
‘Brother Rat,’ Ambassador (64th 


week) (C-1,156; $2.20). Added mati- 
nee did not materially boost takings 


|} on the week. but run comedy made 
some coin at $6,500. 

‘Casey Jones,’ Fulton (2d week) 
(D-913; $3.30). Parties most of the 
week so starting pace not clearly 
| indicated: $8.000 or bit more, not 


hot; ‘Al! the Living’ booked for house 
March 24. 

‘Censored,’ 46th St 
(C-1,375: $2.20). 


(jst 
Opened 


week) 


night (26); distinctly adverse press. 

‘Father Malachy'’s§ Miracle,’ St. 
James (16th week) (C-1.520: $3.30). 
Final week: goes on tour te be pre- 
sented in association with Theatre 
Guild as subscription ofierine; 
around $10.000 last week 

‘Golden Boy,’ Belasco (18th week) 
(C-1,000: $3.30). Zusine has been 
excellent: last week's tukins were 
upped by added matinee: $16,000 in 
nine time 

‘Hooray fer What.’ Winter Garden 
(14th week) (M-1.671: $4.40). Gave 
matinee on holiduy afternoon: as 
with other musicals no added per- 
formance: somewhat better, howevel 


with takings a ind $27.000 mari 
‘How te Get Tough About It. Beck 


Lyceum to make way for ‘I Am My | 


SO | 
i 


Saturday | 


UJ 


Withdrawn Saturday (26) = afte 
playing three weeks: drew fuir pre 
but business was discoureving. | 

‘I'd Rather Be Right” A mn (18th 
week) (M-1.355; $4.40) As bis 
ever: stuck to r é neofe unee 
with holiday. st} , formed 
<tandees: $32,000 

‘Journeyman,’ Vande { (At 
week) (D-804: $3.30). Backer: 

ryti 


ing wet 
lowest grossel 
‘Many Mansions. 


sly loss, but inte 
on Jisi: $2,500, 
’ 44ih Street (198) 


‘niieé jumps 


last week one of longest run dramis 


ever on Broadway; quoted over 
$6,500. 

| ‘Yeu Can’t Take It with You,’ 
Booth (64th week) (C-708; $3.30), 


| Held the pace without an extra per- 
formance; takings again approxi- 
mated $12,500. 

‘Whe’s Who,’ Hudson (st week) 
| (R-1,094; $3.30). Presented by Elsa 
| Maxwell and Leonard Sillman; inti- 
imate revue with some material tried 
lout at Dennis last summer; opencd 
last night (Tuesday). 

‘Wine of Choice,’ Guild (2d weck) 
(C-914; $3.30). Divided notices, but 
| business fairly good and indications 
|are for stay beyond the subscription 
limit; $11,000. 


Added 
| ‘Pins and Needles,” Labor Siave 
(12th week) (R-500: $2.75). In small 


house, garment workers union show 
doing very well; estimated around 
$8,000. 


‘Cradle Will Rock,’ Mercury ($ih 
weck) (M-682: $2.20). Moved fiom 
Windsor, where it failed to make 


grade: $5,000 or less. 

‘A .Fireman’s Flame,’ 
Music Hall; freak; meller 
spot. 


Americon 
in night 


Revivals 

‘Julius Caesar’ and ‘Sheemakes's 
Holiday,’ National (7th weck) (1,364; 
£2.20-$2.75). Revivals still drawing 
strongly. 

‘Murder 
(3d week) 
Saturday; two 
co ily import. 

‘A Doll's House,’ Broadhurst «10th 
veek) (1,116; $3.30). Now announced 


the 
(918: 
and 


Cathedral” Ritz 
$3.30). Closes 


alf wea} rd 


one-h 


to stay into spring; London enperee- 
ment called off. 
WPA 
‘One Third of a Nation,” Ace! 
‘Haiti,’ Lafavette, Harlem; due ito 
‘tart tonight (Wednesday ) 
‘Mississippi Rainhew, 49th: pre- 
ented season or oO avo uncer title 
of ‘Brain Sweat; due tomoriow 
hursday ). 


‘Yes’ 12G, One-Niters 
Ft. Worth, March 1. 
ny of “Yes. My Dur- 


Touring compa 
with Florence Reed 


Daurhter,’ 


ling 


' 


n the leading part, grossed 2n esti- 
mated $12,000 last week in 
of Texas one-nichiers. Included 
tops in San Antonio, Austin, Hous- 
ion. Waco and Ft. Worih 

Troupe is continuing the bpie- 


this week. 


* 
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hee Singers Push Met to $69, 000: 


N.Y. Y. Symph Hi 


Only the Metropolitan Opera and 
the Philharmonic were active among 
the name concert attractions in New 
York last week. Both pulled satis- 


factory business. Met offered eight 
performances again, three of which 

were Wagner operas. 
‘Otello, which is having excep- 
ynal popularity this season, due to 
Lawrence Tibbett’s performance as 
Ingo, again drew a packed house 
Monday (21) night. Jan Kiepura, 
rprise click of the season, appeared 
ice, in ‘Carmen’ and ‘Rigoletto. 
of this week’s bill is the 


F saiure 
Met's first performance of Gian-Carlo 
Menotti’s ‘Amella Goes to the Ball.’ 
Philharmonic plays four concerts 
acain this week. Efrem Zimbalist is 
the soloist. ! 
Estimates for Last Week 
Metropolitan Opera Co., Met Opera 


House (3,580: $7) (13th week), eight 
performances, including Saturday 


night (26) at $4.50 top; also Sunday 


night (27) opera concert at $2 top. 
Met is now in its choice boxoffice 
period, with all its top draw singers 


its Average $16, 500 


Goeraiie Enoch Arden’ 





Berlin, Feb. 23. 
Tennyson's dramatic poem, ‘Enoch 
Arden,’ has been to music by 
the young German composer, Otmar 
Gerster 
Opera is to be performed at the 
music festival in Stuttgart to be held 
in May in conjunction with the an- 
nual congrt for the International 
Cooperation Between Composers. 


Groups in Cleve. 


Clash in Shrine s 





on hand; not a real soft spot in the 
> week; estimated $69,000 for the 


eizht performances. Back to seven 
this week. but the take should en | 
heftv on the following bill: ‘Barber 
yf Seville.” ‘Gotterdammerung,’ ‘La 
Traviata,’ ‘Amelia Goes to the Ball’— 


Korean head ‘Tris‘an und Isolde,’ ‘Rigo- 

tto’ and ‘Walkuere.’ 

~ Philharmonic - Symph, Carnegie 
Hall (2.760) ($3-$2- PST. 75) (19th 
week), Thursday night, Friday after- 
noon, Saturday night, Sunday after- 
noon (24-27), plus Saturday morning 
vouth concert (subscription or $2.50 
too): conductor, John  Barbirolli; 
soloist. Rose Pauly. About average 
for the four concerts, estimated $13,- 
809. plus the usual $3,000 for the 
youth concert. 


Met, Guild Fail 
To Reach Pact; 
Pop Terms Set 


Agreement by the American Guild 
of Musical Artists with the Metro- 
politan Opera Co. has still not been 
signed, it is understood. While both 
sides have refused to discuss the 
matter, it has been learned that a 
verbal accord has been reached on 
most points, 

AGMA last week drew up a new 








basic contract covering pop-price 
operas. While the terms contained 
follow the general line of the 





temporary pacts signed with various 
companies last summer and fall, it 
has been stiffened all along the line. 
Binder covers recognition, Guild 
shop, wage minimums, rehearsal 
rules, working conditions, traveling 
expenses, ete., both in and out of 
New York. 

No impresarios have signatured the 
agreement so far, but all will be re- 
quired to do so before they may 
proceed with opera performances. 
All pop-price companies, except Al- 
fredo Salmaggi’s Hippodrome Opera 


Co. N. Y., signed the temporary 
pacts and all, including Salmaggi, 
have been observing the AGMA 
basic terms. Contract is effective 


immediately. 





Leo Fischer, executive-secretary of 
the American Guild of Musical 
Artists, who goes to the Coast to- 
morrow (Thursday), for about 10 
days, expects to attend to various 
organizational matters there, includ- 
ing an agreement with the Holly- 
wvod Bowl management regarding 
bullet dancers. 


Lost in Transit, Bailet 
Shows Sans Costumes 


St. Louis, March 1. 

Decked in street clothes and with 
a back drop as the only scenery the 
Liwin Strawbridge troupe of dancers 
gave a performance before 1.200 at 
the Maiestic in East St. Louis last 
week. The truck carrying the cos- 
times and scenery slid off a slippery 
road and into a ditch € route from 
Joliet to East St. Louis and about all 
the regular ballet clothes the per- 
formers carried with them were 
their slippers. 

An explanation of the absence of 
the costumes, scenery, etc., satisfied 
the patrons at the performance 
which was sponsored by the East St. 








Drop of Concerts 


| that for the past few 
| clined. 


| professional 
| St. 





Concert Reviews 








Ted Shawn Dancers 


Ted Shawn and his ensemble of 
men dancers are attempting to Tre-| 
vitalize a form of entertainment | 
years has de- | 
For over 20 years an ex- 
ponent of the ballet, Shawn is try- | 
ing to rebuild his all-men troupe to 
the level it had when he and Ruth | 


St. Denis were touring the world | 
with a mixed group. 

Without girls, scenery and other 
production effects usual for dance 


presentation, Shawn brought his new 
group to the Majestic, N. Y., last 
Sunday night (27). 

This is the dancer’s 
with the all-men troupe 
five years since he severed the long 
partnership with Miss 
whom he married before 


fifth season 
and exactly | 


Denis, 
the war. 

In this performance, 
New York this season, 


first 
Shawn pre- 


his in 


| sented ‘O, Libertad,’ described as an | 
| American 
| effective. 
| of five he will present on consecu- | don Standard and the N. Y. News’ 
| tive Sundays. | 


saga in three acts; very 
It was the first in a series 


There are 10 dancers in the group, 


| Evening 
; from 


Literati 





Runyon’s Mayfair Readers 
Lord Beaverbrook, 
week, 
was quite the thing with the sophisti- 
cates in London. Beaverbrook’s 
Standard runs two stories 
‘Guys and Gals’ a week— 
somebody had recommended the 
idea to the paper—and Runyon has 
caught on as a journalistic novelty. 
Beaverbrook 


first-hand observations of British 
show life, for the Standard, and 
thought Winchell’s crack, ‘I'd love to, 


but I’ve never been over there be- 
cause I get seasick too easily,’ as 
‘very quaint and amusing.’ 


Capt. J. M. Patterson, editor-pub- 


brook lunched at ‘21,’ 


with the amount of public opinion 
|these two great publishers could 
command and mould between them. 
Their own ideas on the European 
crisis are tacitly reflected in the Lon- 


Eden, 
Hitler, Mussolini, et al. 


editorials on Chamberlain, 





when here last | weekly 
stated that Damon Runyon | 
;sociated Press 


| Teruel 


ling a referee’s allowance of $10.38 
to Mrs. Helen Nolan Neil, 
of Edward J. Neil, Jr., As- 
correspondent who 
shrapnel wounds on the 
front while covering the 


widow 


died of 


oye war from the Nationalist 


invited Walter | 
| Winchell to come to London and do 


|lisher of the N. Y. News, and Beaver- | 
and even the | 
| weisenheimers there were impressed 


| 





|} of the publisher. 


side. An additional sum of approxi- 
mately one-third of Mrs. Neil's al- 
lowance has been awarded to her 
small son, Michael J. Neil. 

The awards are the maximum pro- 
vided under the law. The referee 
also allowed funeral expenses of $200 
to the Associated Press. Directors 
of the latter had already voted an 
annuity to Mrs. Neil. 





Biog On Chesterton 


Maisie Ward has been designated 
by the widow of the late G. K. 
Chesterton to write his official 
biography and is searching for let- 
ters and data for the book. 

Writer is Mrs. Frank Sheed, wife 


Both are sailing 
for England this month (12.) 





Tears for Burlesque 


| including Shawn and Jess Meeker, | H. M. Alexander's ‘Strip Tease’ 
pianist, who composed the music. | (Knight; $2), with 63 candid camera 
Shawn composed the choreography, AP’s Radio City Bldg. shots of burleycue backgrounds by 
| with sev eral other _—," having | Though the new Rockefeller Cen- |Max Peter Haas, sheds _ copious 
in alee ae particularly im- | ter building in the Radio City group | jtears for ‘the vanished art of bur- 
| pressive in the first act, with the in- | will be officially designated as the | lesque.’ It’s a thin discourse of 


Cleveland. March 1. 


sored concerts only four days before 


lic Music Hall last Thursday (24), | 
and is still reverberating. 

Shelved recitals, which have never 
been paralleled here, involved Nino | 
Martini, originally booked for March 
8; Albert Spalding, April 21; Lily 
Pons, March 17; Elisabeth Rethberg 
and Ezio Pinza, Feb. 28; Gladys 
Swarthout, March 22. 


without any knowledge that most of 
these artists were also to appear at 





Another factor was that Miss 
Moore's date conflicted with first | 
home concert by Cleveland Symph | 
following its Eastern trip. 

Checks were mailed back Feb. 22 
to subscribers of concerts, which 
were sold in two books at $4 top 
each. Fraternal club was stuck for 
about $15,000. Miss Moore was sup- 
posed to get $4,000. Reported that 
advance sales on her concert came 
to less than $700, but Hulnick de- 
nied it. 

Accusations are being swapped, 
but sotto voce, among sponsors, who 
are trying to find a goat. 

Fact that all A. K. S. recitals fell 
on Thursdays, the same nights as 
Cleveland Orchestra's symphonies, 
had also been overlooked. One of- 
ficial said he didn’t know about this 
unintentional friction until he read 
the conflicting schedule in VARIETY 
several weeks ago. 

First indication of blowup came 
two weeks ago when Elmer Wiener, 
handling publicity, and Ted Tate, in | 
charge of ticket sales, walked out. 
While six musicales are on ice the 
A. K. S. remains in a quandary. 
Original plan wasto run them off 
this season in conjunction with three | 
stage sows, a trio of legit plays and | 
three hotel dances at cut-rates. Since | 








season in May they may have to 


postpone concerts until fall. 


SALZBURG OP’S NO SALE 
KICKS BACK IN DETROIT 


Detroit, March 1. 
No ducat sales, so no performance 





by Salzburg Opera Guild here last 
Wednesday (23). Cancellation of 
‘Cosi Fan Tutte.” made just four 


hours prior to skedded performance, 
left company of 70 high and dry 
here and brought embarrassment to 
Detroit Opera Society, sponsors here. 

Overa was canceled when only 
$1,000 worth of ducats had been sold 
up to late Wednesday afternoon, 
which brought phone call from Sol 
Hurok, New York concert manager, 
to Thaddeus Wronksi, head of local 
society, about the $2,600 contract. 
Wronski retorted he wrote Hurok, 
Feb. 3, warning him that Detroit so- 
ciety could not sponsor show at the 
rate ticket sales were going. 

Iurok sent Sigfried Hurst here to 
look over situash day of performance 
and latter is said to have asked 
Wronski to withhold cancellation un- 
til he got in touch with Hurok. 

Wronski waited until 3:30 p.m. for 
Hurst to return, it was reported and 
then gave cancellation announcement 





Louis Parent-Teachers’ Association. 











and started to refund money. 


gp OTe ; | terpretation of the primitive Aztecs, 
Postponement of six Shrine-spon-/ jn five dances. It’s 
| dances reach a more immediate era, 
first by Grace Moore, slated for Pub- | the past quarter century, 


hit local music circles like a bomb | Campus, Furrowed War, and the sub- 
| sequent Jazz Age are tops. 


| lined, with the Olympiad also good. 
Future includes one of Shawn's more 
famous dances, 
which visualizes with s¢ restraint. | . sas . 
vhich visualizes with some restraint ling to latest indications. 
considerably, 
Barton Mumaw, 


Delman and John Delmar. 


basis, each, 
civic auditorium here April 24-May | ing equal shares. 


9 in Metropolitan’s spring repertory.’ | j 


during the off-season. 
complete their season in May, 
will have completed on a tour of 125 
cities. 
labor chores of trouping, carpenter- | 
ing, trucking, etc. | 


picture possibilities but they’re very 
limited. Their comedy touches, with 
a little more spice, 
bets for a variety type of film. 


Metopera technically closes musical | * 


s only when the 


in the sec- 


news 


Associated Press building, it already | 


is taking on aspect of internationa! 
center structure. American- 


d t. that it : Coll Swedish News Exchange, Trans-Pa- 
one “a ‘ 
pty at H points up. ollese | cific, and Far Eastern News Service 


Depres- | 
sion and Recovery are sharply out- | 


the Kineic Molpai, 


Besides Shawn, who has slowed up 
the troupe consists of 
the best of the en- 





Group works on a co-operative | 
including Shawn, draw- 
All also serve as 
nstructors in Shawn’s dancing school 
When they 

they 

All also chip the | 


in -with 


Shawn and his dancers have some | 
good 


might be 





THE CAPTIVE 


Baltimore, Feb. 
Opera in 3 acts; book by Frederick Arnold 
Kummer; music by Gustay Strube; pre- 
sented by the Baltimore Civic Opera Co.; 
staged by Eugene Martinet and Ruth 
Stieff; costumes by Margaret Bell: scenery 
by Clarence De Haven; at Lyric, Baltimore, 
Feb, 28, ’38. 
PRAIAORR 6c cccessedeseseccas Margaret 
POU BAT oc sc vicscvece Brison €, 
Ormiston (called 


28. 


Gilner 
Tucker 
‘The Firebrand’)... 

Asa Gardiner 







Portuguese JOG. ¢cccceccces Eugene Martinet 
WORN 6 04.6:0.0.9.0.00. 9.066040 064009 Carlton Ford 
Samuel W illoughby. -Lawrence Wolfe 
COUR ccccccceeeeee ° William Leach 
PONNOs 243.662460008s0 ° Albert Wood 
EMCIA .cc060c00808 eevee ‘Marie Seiwell 
Ann Devereux. ...cccccce. Mi ing iret Wahaus 








Organized six years ago for the | 
production of opera by local talent, | 
the Baltimore Civic Opera Company 
has a repertoire of ol Standard 
grand opera works under its belt. | 
‘The Captive’ is the first attempt at | 
an original, and strictly a hometown 
set-up throughout. Book has not h- | 
ing to do with the similarly titled 
play by Edouard Bourdet. 

With book by Frederick Arnold 
Kummer, a short story writer and 
author of several librettos for Broad- 
way musicals, the music has been 
written by Gustav Strube, former 
conductor of the Baltimore Sym- 
phony Orchestra and assistant to 
Karl Muck of the Boston Symphony 
of another day. Under the direction 
of Eugene Martinet, also with Broad- 
way and operatic background, the 
finished product is a most creditable 
attempt. Stand-out is Strube’s score 
and orchestration. which should bear 
repeating by orchestral and operatic 
groups. Kummer story lends itself 
to operatic treatment, leaning a bit 
heavily on a rather outmoded type 
of plot. It’s all about pirates and 
buccaneers and a beautiful girl done 
wrong, but as such it supplies a fit- 
ting background for musical treat- 
ment. 

Cast is uniformly good. Margaret 
Gilner bearing the brunt of the act- 
ing and singing efforts valiantly. 
She’s on most of the entire three 
acts. Brison C. Tucker, as the ro- 
mantic lead: Asa Gardiner 
fene Martinet. as heavies, also score. 
Production is quite adequate. 


Usually effective and more so in 
the present production, is the mixed | 
chorus of over 100, which provide 
an effective background and well- 
trained ensemble vocal support. 

It took a heap of work 
‘The Captive,’ and plenty of nerve 
to stage it in the Lyric. town’s con- 





cert headquarters. The Anished nrod- | tion Division of the State Depart- | 
|ment of Labor explained in confirm- | 


'uct was well received. Burm, 


will 
|and National Cash Register, 


and Eu- | 


to put on 


already have space reserved in the 
building. 


The 15-story building, 
be completed this fall, 
occupied by the A.P. 
accord- 


which will 
be 50% 


The Rockefeller building between 


5th and 6th avenues and 48th and 


Reasons given out by Michael Hul-|semble; Frank Overlees, Wilbur | 49th streets, which is to be called 
nick, head of Shrine Amusement | McCormack, Dennis Landers, Fred | the Time, Inc., building, will be oc- 
Guild, was that ‘contracts were made Hearn, Foster Fitz-Simons, Frank | cupied in the next month or 45 days 





Time’s 15th Anni 

Time Mag’s 15th anniversary is- 
sue last week contained a facsimile 
insert copy of Vol. I, No. 1. There 
was also a story in its press section 
covering the history of the maga- 
zine, generally understood to have 
written by Manfred Gott- 
First staff list in the fac- 
simile issue includes Thomas J. C. 
Martyn, founder of News-Week. 
John Farrar and Alan Rinehart, 
both now publishers. 

By coincidence, on the day of 
Time’s appearance, the Literary Di- 
gest, former leading news magazine 
in its heyday, and 40 years old last 
week, announced suspension for 
two weeks. Mag has been sold 


|twice within the year, first to Al- 


bert Shaw, and then to George F. 
Havell. It once had a circulation of 
over 2,000,000. 

Unmentioned in Time’s autobiog- 
raphy are all of its magazine by- 
products. One of these is Tide, 
started as a promotion stunt, sub- 
sequently sold to Raymond Rubi- 
cam, of the Young & Rubicam 
agency, who is personally the mag’s 
largest stockholder at the present 
time. 





900 Attend League Benefit 


Authors League Fund benefit on | 
(27) at the Rainbow Room, | 


| Sunday 
N. Y., was one of the largest gather- 
| ings of the literati in some time. 
Nearly 900 persons attended. 

Nitery was so crowded, many 
Pete forced to sit on the dance 
| floor, which was covered for the 
|afternoon. There was an informa: 
entertainment, for which Tony Sarg 
was m.c. 





New L. A. Examiner Pub. 

Harry Bitner, general manager of 
Hearst publications, has appointed 
Harry Carrington, Jr., publisher of 
the Los Angeles Examiner, to suc- 
ceed George Young. Carrington was 
publisher of the Oakland, Cal., Post- 
Inquirer for 12 years. 

Another change in the sheet has 








S turday Revicw of Literature. 
has been mai ing editor 

| mag since 1933. 

| De Voto 

1936. 





| Neil Widow’s Compensation 
| Compensation contracts 


; York include claims of employees | 
killed or injured while working | 
|}abroad, the Workmen's Compensa- | 


the biz, made palatable for the lay 
interest it’s aimed for. 

There’s an appendix of trade 
argot and the candid cameraings, at 
the tag end. Some of ’em look like 
they were snapped in poor light, 
and don’t shape up well in enlarge- 
ment. 

Stanford’s Play Contest 

Stanford University is offering a 
$300 prize for an original play in 
verse. It’s the third of these con- 
tests, carrieu on in honor of Maxwell 
Anderson, Stanford alumnus. Con- 
test closes June 1. 

Sponsors state that verse drama 
is becoming more frequent in the 
theatre and over radio chiefly 
through Anderson’s iafluence. First 
contest brought 100 plays and second 
doubled the entrants. All rights re- 
main with the author, though Uni- 
versity reserves the right to have it 
read in its Memorial Theatre for one 
night, 





New Comics Mag 
United Features Syndicate will is- 
sue Comics on Parade, new mag, 
on March 11. Leverett S. Gleason in 
charge and Fred A. Methot, manag- 
ing editor. 


LITERATI OBITS THIS WEEK 


Gerritt Smith Griswold, 79, pub- 
lisher of The Batavia (N. Y.) News, 
died in Batavia on Feb. 24. He was 
a charter member of the Associated 
Press and formerly president of the 
N. Y. State Press Association. 

John T. Morgan, 46, former po- 
litical writer on the Spokane Chroni- 
cle and later on the Los Angeles 
Herald-Express, died Feb. 23 in Los 
Angeles. Deceased handled the pub- 
licity campaigns for the last two 
California governors. 

Kenneth McCoy, 81, former editor 





Maj. A. S. Logan replacing B. P. | 
Guild as business manager. Logan 
comes irom Seattle. 
Stevens Vice De Voto 
Georse Stevens has succeeded 
Bernard de Voto as editor of the 


in New 


and publisher of Aledo, Ill, weekly 
| newspaper, died Feb. 23 in Los 
Angeles. 

Penelope 1... Comfort, widow of 


Will Levington Comfort, novelist and 
war correspondent, died Feb. 25 at 
her home in Santa Monica, Calif. 
Surviving are two sons and a daugh- 
ter. 

Carl M. Chapin, 58, author and for- 
mer editor of the Waterbury Amer- 
ican, died Feb. 22 in West Hartford, 
Conn. He was at one time writer of 
a syndicated football column. Widow, 
daughter and sister survive. 





CHATTER 
Fred Keating scribblint a book. 
John Gunther due in Manila this 
week. 
Irwin Shaw is working on a new 
play. It’s to be a fantasy about New 
York. 


Rosalind Russell, Metro plaver, 


| has written a book, ‘And I Came to 
Hollywood.’ 
Leigh Quackenbush has joined 


staff of Your Life mag as assistant 
managing editor. 
Will James, whose book. 





‘Smoky,’ 


He | attracted attention, is working on @ 
of the /history of rodeos. 


Max Schuster, the publisher, and 


had been editor since Silas Seadler, Metro ad exec, will 


ranch it in California. 

Helen Ormsbee has written a book, 
‘Backstage With Actors,’ due March 
22. Crowell publishing. 

Whit Burnet back from West In- 
(dies cruise where he was recuperat- 
ing from lengthy illness. 

Eric Knight back in the U. S. from 

(Continued on page 94) 
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Broadway 





George Wellbaum a grandpop. 
Charles Burke okay after several 
days in hospital. 


tion temporarily off. 

Russ Moon is in the vet's hospital 
up Kingsbridge way. 

Phil De Angelis to Hot Springs on 
his annual trip there. 


Leonard Gallagher around after | 


¢wo months of influenza. 

Janet Marshall nearly finished an- 
other play, as yet untitled. 

Harriet Hutchins due back from 
London today (Wednesday). 

Mickey Baron, of the Alex Yokel 
office, in Chicago on theatre biz. 

Jules Girden, of Warner h.o., 
General hospital for observation. 

Harry Burns motoring back to the 
Coast and film chores—he hopes. 

Broadway drummer has his social 
security number painted on his drum. 

Josef Israels, 2d, head of Pub- 
licity Associates, to the Bahamas for 
# vacation. 

Stella Berke, wife of B’klyn Par’s 
Dave Berke, back from Caribbean 
cruise. 

Frank Crumit was m. c. at a Prov- 
idence orphanave charity show Sun- 


in 


day (27). 

James Melton switched to Myron 
Selznick office here for films man- 
agement. 

Leonard Gaynor is_ recovering 


from skin infection. 


ptomaine. 
George J. Schaefer, accompanied 
by Mrs. Schaefer, back yesterday 


from Miami. 

Harry Lawrence back to Associated 
Radio Artists after short session with 
Mills Artists. 


| 
Monroe Greenthal, a bridge wiz, 


reported to have played a 2c.-a-point 
game recently. 

Bill Doll agenting ‘There’s Always 
a Breeze.’ Philo Higley ditto for 
‘All the Living.’ 

Sylvia Shore (Harris and Shore), 
dancer at St. Regis hotel, out with 
fractured ankle. 

Louis Harmon has gone to Pitts- 
burgh as company manager of ‘Julius 
Caesar’ road troupe. 

Robert Hanley has left Hedgerow 


theatre, Moylan, Pa.. and is now 
with the Play Room Club. 
Claude Saunders, after launching | 


roadshows of ‘Old Chicago’ in vari- 
ous keys, has left 20th-Fox. 

Seaman Jacobs will rep Mack 
Millar in N. Y., while the latter 
headquarters in Hollywood. 

Harry Sherman, former’ union 
Jeader and Par executive, due back 
March 15 from Minneapolis business 
trip 

Elevator strike at 1450 Broadway 
caused AFM headquarters in that 
building to close at noon Monday 
(28). 

Carl Fisher, of the George Abbott 
office, going to Philly this weekend 
(5) to o.o, the touring ‘Brother Rat’ 
troupe there. 

Bob Gillham due back this week 
from Hollywood. Probably bringing 
Terry DeLapp, studio publicity head, 
back with him. 

Capacity mob turned out for the 

Author's Fund benefit cocktail shin- 
dig Sunday afternoon (27) at the 
Rainbow Room. 
_ Les Kaufman, for last four years 
in Columbia Picts exploitation dept., 
driving to St. Louis to take over p.a. 
jeb at Fox theatre. 

Mrs. Oscar Serlin, wife of former 
Paramount and_ Selznick 
national talent executive, planed to 
the Coast Monday (28) afternoon. 

Alan Corelli back from Florida 


where he straightened out local 
benefit problems for Theatre | 


Authority and caught a giant tuna. | 


Karl Swenson’ radio-acting in 


‘Lorenzo Jones’ serial tossed off a bit | 


of Shakespearian footlight work for 
the Episcopal Actors Guild's ‘King 
John.’ 

Mary Pickford going into the 
cosmetic field, is due in tomorrow 
(Thurs.) from the Coast to discuss 
details with her eastern manu- 
facturer. 

Arthur Israel, Par attorney, sends 
ailing friends a book but they have 
to be sick three days before they get 
it. Austin C. Keough, Par v.p. latest 
to benefit. 

Republic screen testing Kurt 
Katsch, Jewish character actor; Gene 


Morgan, legit juve: Mitzi Gould, | 
ingenue,; Thelma White, musical 


song-and-dancer. 

Sylvia Froos into Loew's State to- 
morrow (Thursday) after just getting 
back from cruise booking on Nor- 
mandie. Same. trip 
Arthur and Sid Gary. 

Herb Morgan, Metro 
ploiteer, 
lessons 


shorts ex- 


at NN. . 
about Metro briefies. 

Joe Basson, president of Local 
306. and Harry Rubin, chief of pro- 
jection for Paramount, sailed Fri- 
day (25) on a South American 
cruise, accompanied by their Mrs. 

Local 306 (operators) free - 
lunched P. A. McGuire, advertising 
Manager of International 

orp.. McGuire at same time being 
voted lifetime honorary member of 
Local 244. Newark. 

Frank Kennebeck, 
for Paramount 
who has been 


sales manager 
at Bombay, India. 
in N. Y. for several 


: : e }enough mail. 
Jack MclInerney’s Bermuda vaca- | Green's plaint by investing 90c. 
|answering those curious ads in the 
; stag mags, and now the Palm Springs 
| postman is plenty busy hauling sex | 

: land Jerry Adler, back from nursing 


Came on top of | 


Inter- | 


carried Jack | 


taking public-speaking | 
Ad Club. Bally- | 
hoorayer chatters to women’s clubs | 


Projector | 


weeks, probably will delay his de- 
parture home for a week or more. 


Attack of flu bedded him at Roose- 


| velt hotel. 


' 
Phil Green, in Palm Springs with 


a bad ticker, had been writing the 
Lambs Clubbers about 
Jack Norworth settled 


'catalogs, nude photos, etc., to the 
lonesome Broadwayite in California. 





| Paris 


| Elyane Celis off on provincial tour. 
Benjamin Miggins in from Ameri- 
ca. 


Suzy Solidor packing for 
tour. 

Amy Johnson in for auto racing 
debut. 


Betty Stockfeld to star in ‘Nouveaux 
Riches.’ 


not getting | 


| Hamilton tor 


} 


in | 


London 


Constance Carpenter suing Ord | 
divorce, 
| 


Bobby Howes out of Hipp’s ‘Hide | 
|}and Seek,’ due to loss of voice. 

Betty Kean will likely go with 
|Cliff Fischer this summer at Les 


| Ambassadeurs, Paris. 


| 


| Arthur,’ 
|! America for 


| 
> ic 
Polish | pean 


| Was Her Man,’ p 


Dita Parlo signing to star In ‘Ulti- | 


matum.’ 
' Maurice Dekobra to make ‘Meteore 
38’ next. 

Maurice Chevailer winter sporting 
at St. Moritz. 

Fernand Gravet returns to Holly- 
| wood this month. 


} 

| Aires for eight weeks, starting Aug. 
1. From there 
|for 20 weeks, opening there Oct. 31. 


| 


Loulou Hegoburu set to star in new | 


Lune Rousse Revue. 


|play by William Boehnel, called 
Film ‘Carnet du Bal’ having lots of | ‘Flood Tide,’ founded on A. P. Her- 
influence on fashion openings. |bert’s novel, ‘The House by the 


Censors thumb down ‘Espagne ’37,’ | River. 


issued by Spanish government. 
Alexander Korda and son over 
from London, but refusing to talk. 
Jules Raimu and Gaston Baty 
made officers of the Legion of Honor. 
Seven cabinent ministers added 
prestige to the opening of ‘La Mar- 
sellaise.’ 


film for Von Sternberg in England 
and not in France. 

Melita Mara, scheduled for Holly- 
wood debut, resting up at St. Moritz 
before her departure, 

' Harry Baur to essay role made 
famous by Emil Jannings in French 
version of ‘The Patriot.’ 


| O. P. Gilbert, author of ‘Mollenard’ | sceaja. 


| Flanagan 
| Cochran 


‘and ‘Les Pirates du Rail,’ scripted 
new scenario, ‘Pilots de Ligne.’ 

Life size posters of Claudette Col- 
bert on recent trip of ‘Conte di Savoi’ 
| peering from steamship office win- 
dows. 


| the Table.’ which Basil Dean bought 
|for the St. Martin’s theatre after its 
| Richmond 
| done this month. 


list, at $500 per, quitting. 
| into 


— P | roz se 20 iles fr : 
Rumors that Deitrich will do next |} road house 20 miles from London 


| duced 


| by Metro to see if it has film possi- 
| bilities. 


{eral manager for the last 10 years, 


| next 
| erated. 
Pierre Fresnay to star and French | 


lair and navel forces to cooperate in | 


anti-piracy film, ‘Alerte en Mediter- 
ranee.’ 

Schiaparelli getting her inspira- 
tions from the ‘Cirque d’Hiver’ and 
employing circus clowns and horses 
for buttons, 

Jacques Castlelot slated for 
| principal role in the legit ‘L’Emprise,’ 


|; to 


| Bear’s ‘Chelsea Follies,’ at the Vic- 
the | 


| adapted from the English play by M. | 


| Stephen Powys. 

Abel Gance, author of ‘J’Accuse,’ 
going big here, to do film, ‘Cicatrice,’ 
| based on the ‘ideal man_ which 
Europe is seeking.’ 

Eric Von Stroheim at the opening 
of ‘La Marseillaise’ with the news 
| that he’s to make ‘Germinal’ in Eng- 

land instead of France. 


| Long Island 


By Joe Wagner 
Walkathon in Long Island City at- 
| tracting. 
Queens seems to be the hotbed of 
bingoism. 
Jimmy McGill 
| Forest Hills Inn. 











and his music at 


| starting with bang. 

| More talk for a convention hall 
for the Rockaways. 

| Population in Queens again on the 
increase now 1,302,615. 

Mildred Whitney again directing 
the Great Neck Players. 

Mort Gold again directing the 
charity circus in Jamaica. 

New pic house being planned for 
Elmhurst-Jackson Heights. 

Nan Halperin was in charge of 
charity show in Kew Gardens. 

New Earle theatre in Jackson 
Heights being readied for opening. 

Johnny Morgan attracting them at 
the Boulevard Tavern in Forest 
Hills. 
| Forest Hills has another restaurant 
on Queens Boulevard near Fair site, 
Topsy’s. 

Forest Hills’ literary colony 
|another addition with the arrival of 
|Millen Brand who wrote ‘Outward 
Bound.’ 


| Miami Beach 


Benny Fields into the Hangar. | 

| Cross and Dunn into Dempsey’s. 
Tom Mix frequenting the niteries 
Don Dickerman’s mother passed 

away. 





Universal moved into new ex- 
| change building. 
Phil Dunas, Columbia district 


| manager, a visitor. 


| 


|manager, planning annual Florida 
| jaunt for this month. 
| Joe Griffen, singer, fully recov- 





| 
| 
| 


| exhibitor. planning California trip. 
has | 


| Summer rentals in the Rockaways ager, *h town, 


Mrs. Lewis Adler, mother of Larry 


home after bronchial trouble. 
Mat. McKeigue to be best man at 


the wedding of Arthur’ (Pennies 
from Heaven) Johnson and Loretta 
Sayers. 


Dave Bader taking a print of ‘Port 
French film, starring 
Darrieux, with him to 
dubbing. 

Miss Violet Crosby, Metro’s Euro- 
talent scout and research 
worker, off to Hollywood to confer 
with Metro executives. 

Gracie Fields’ new picture, ‘He 
roduced at Denham 
by 20th Century Fox, has been re- 
titled ‘We’re Going to Be Rich.’ 

Mills Bros. booked to play Buenos 


the 


Danielle 


they go to Australia 
Frank Barnard. Jack Hylton’s gen- 


giving up his job this month to go 
into the agency business for him- 
self. 

Sydney Carroll will produce a new 


Hartley Power to star in ‘Death on 


theatre tryout. To be 

Cliff Whitley with the Sunday Pic- 
torial for last six months as column- 
Goes back 
the hotel biz, having leased 
‘Do We Not Bleed?’, a play pro- 
for Sunday show at the 
Aldwych, by G. H. Grimaldi, dealing | 
with Nazi regime, has been asked for 


Charles Cochran flying to Berlin 
to make final arrangements with 
Jack Hylton, who is playing at the 
for his costarring part with 


| special 





and Allen in the new 


At the next Daily Mail Ideal Home 
Exhibition at the Olympia, skedded 
month, television will be op- 
The British Broadcasting 
Corporation is erecting a_ special 
studio at a cost of $10,000. 

Kathleen Greenwood, daughter of 
Honorable Arthur Greenwood, ex- 
minister of health, slated for return 
the stage. Her last appearance 
was seven years ago in Archie de 


toria Palace. 

Bartlett Cormack, who came over 
here for Mayfiower Film Produc- 
tions, to adapt ‘Vessel of Wrath,’ 
company’s first film, has been signed 
for another year. He is now on the 
script of ‘Jamaica Inn,’ which is to 
be done after ‘St. Martin’s Lane.’ 
Self and wife slightly injured in auto 
mishap in Paris. 

Lilli Palmer, Viennese film actress, 
who recently appeared in Gaumont- 
British pictures, is to have one of 
the principal roles in the legit ‘Road 
to Gandahar,’ by Boris Tranin, a 
dentist. Two leading male parts will 
be handled by Malcolm Keen and 
Martin Walker. 


Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 








Max Roth, Republic district man- 


George Turner, Metro salesman, to 
vacation in Florida. 


ered from long illness. 

Jack Goldhar, United Artists’ dis- 
trict manager, a visitor. 

J. R. McPherson, National Screen 
district manager, a visitor. 

W. H. Workman, Metro branch 
ing ‘Kind Lady’ March 1-5. 

Max Torodor, indie nabe 
tor, back from Hot Springs. 

Jack Heywood, independent circuit 
operator, en route to Cuba. 

Joe Walsh, Twin City indie nabe 


exhibi- 


of Minnesota Theatre present- 
ing ‘Kind Lady’ for five days starting 
today. 


revue. 
| 


honor of Rud Lohrenz and C. K. Ol- | 


son, new district and branch man- 
ager, respectively. 

Sid Davidson, special ‘Snow White’ 
exploiteer, from New York, off to | 
Duluth where picture will run four | 
weeks at Granada theatre. 

Metro held _— special invitation | 
screening of ‘Of Human Hearts’ for | 
clergy, PTA officials, school teach- | 
ers and Better Drama league chiefs. 

Edward J. Stoller promoted from 
booker to office manager at United 
Artists, succeeding Sterling Wilson, | 
resigned. Mrs. Myron Adcock re- | 
turns as booker. 

Sid Gillman, formerly at 
theatre here and son of Dave Gill- | 
man, Twin City indie exhibitor, 
named by Columbus, O., newspapers | 
on all-time Ohio State football team. 

Stockholm theatre, Gateway grind 
house, completely remodeled and re- 
equipped, opened by Paul 
and Don O’Reilly, former Paramount 


| 


Arcade | 


Manns | 


Holiywood 


Wilson Leahy battling flu. 

Leah Ray off for Detroit p. a. 

Joan Davis back from Seattle. 

Anna May Wong bedded by flu. 

Simone Simon _ recuperating 
home. 

Gary Cooper back from eastern 
vacation. 

Tay Garnett off for three months 
in Europe, 

Moe Siegel back after hurried 
N. Y. jaunt. 

William Keighley bought a Hono- 
lulu cottage. 

John Carroll 
in New Orleans. 


at 


visiting his mother 


Bob Burns now a colonel on Are 
kansas guv’s staff. 
Don Stannard had head stritched 


bookers and now owners of three | @fter a fall_in his home. . 

houses. i} Sumner Lyon, in Warner casting 
Gov. Elmer A. Benson gave keys | Office, off for Mexico City, 

of state to ‘Snow White and Seven] Joseph Schildkraut celebrated 
ene ae . . = | 95 ¢ iwereary ac; — 

Dwarfs,’ thanks to Sid Davidson, | 25th anniversary as a thesp. 


New York to help plug picture going 
into Twin City Orpheums March 4. 





Sydney 


Wet spell brings biz. 


Hoyts’ Century opened ‘Emile 
Zola’ ‘WB) to grand trade. 

Stated that when quota produc- 
tion really gets under way Holly- 


wood importees will face the local 
cameras. 

Cycle racing is pulling good trade 
once weekly in Victoria under indie 
management. 
picture biz. 

‘Maytime’ (MG) Is proving 
big success in Melbourne at 
own acer. Pic is also hot here and 
in Brisbane. 


Claude Flemming, formerly of 


musical comedy, taking care of the} 
{performers at the 150th Anniversary 


Celebrations here, 

Home vaude performers are find- 
ing a fair amount of work now- 
adays in the nabes and stix—mostly 
with one-nighters. 


Fay Compton has _ introduced 
‘Fumed Oak’ into Noel Coward’s | 
‘Tonight at 8:30,’ at King’s, Mel- 


bourne, for Williamson-Tait. 
Rod Gurr, in charge of publicity 


for Williamson-Tait, has resigned to | 


go with Greater Union. Main job 


| will be to handle Cinesound. 


One of the surprise hits here is 
‘Night Must Fall’ (MG), playing for 
Greater Union. Another big hit here 
on the solo try is ‘100 Men and Girl’ 


(20th) is stacking them in to record 
takes. 

‘Okay for Sound’ appears to be 
doing nicely in Melbourne for Wil- 
liamson-Tait. Show to be spotted 
here, after which may come a New 
Zealand tour. 

Following flop of the Montague 
revue in Sydney at the Mayfair, this 
house now reverts to a film policy 
with premiere of ‘Ali Baba Goes to 
Town’ (20th). 

In many of the principal nabe 
centers of New South Wales film 
Managers are playing a two-a-day 
policy. In others, three-a-day is the 
vogue. During the past year nabe 
biz has increased tremendously. 


unit, is figuring on another film. 
Latest one, ‘The Avenger,’ is await- 
ing release after okay from Film 
Board. Dick Harwood is in charge, 
with Bert Hollis handling exploita- 
tion. 

Following completion of the Ade- 

laid season, A. B. Marcus will take 
his revue unit to Perth, and then 
across to South Africa. Some talk 
about that Marcus may make another 
Australian-New Zealand tour next 
year. 
_ Hoyts are bringing in vaude acts 
in their acers with films. Bob Par- 
rish, from Tivoli time, completed a 
run in Brisbane and given extended 
time; Bob Dwyer, who was with the 
Marcus show, opened okay in Mel- 
bourne, and Fred Goldman, local. 
has been doing well in Sydney. 
Montague revue will be clipped to 
80 minutes and played for two weeks 
in Brisbane. 


Riviera 





Agnes Scttergren. of Warner Bros., 


fell on icy pavement and broke 
| wrist. 
Iva Griffith RKO branch man- 


Drive in Theatre is Miami newest | 


|/ amusement. ; 
Mischa Levitzki a guest at Mazica 
Hall concert. 
Jewish Welfare benefit at Olympia 
theatre a sellout. 
Sonja Henie ice show 
extra day. Capacity biz. 
John Golden here for his 22nd 
consecutive winter vacash in Miami 
Beach. 


held over 


ager’s secretary, back to work after 
operation. 


W. H. Workman. Metro branch | 
manager. leaves this week on annual | 
Florida jaunt. | 

Bess Popkin. Columbia branch | 
manager's secretary, to vacation in | 
California for month. | 

Barry Burke, Publix theatre su- | 
pervisor, and the missus in New Or- ; 
leans for the Mardi Gras | 


Florence Ophein promoted as sec- 


retarv to J. W. McFarland, branch 
manager, at National Screen. 

Ben Friedmzin. local indie exhibi- 
tor, and the n us off to New Or- 


leans for Mardi Gras. Ditto Van Sa- 
kol. of Par ad dept. 


Warner Bros. club held party 


in 


| act, 


Serge 
sellout. 

Rafael Sabatini and missus also in 
Monte Carlo. 

Myrio and Desha, specialty dance 
holding down first place at 
Pierre Passeron’s Perroquet in Nice. 

Sidney Howard and wife in Monte 
Carlo before starting new musical 
in London. Play is ‘Wild Oats’ and i: 


Rachmaninoff in Cannes 


being produced by Firth Shephard 
at Prince’s theatre. 

Annual Jewish benefit held in 
Nice at the Hotel Ruhl music hall 
under the direction of Dr s0r- 
rochovitch, president of the Associa- 
tion Cultuelle Israelite of Nice. 

O. H. Gropper. who years ago 
partnered a chain of exhib houce 
with Sid Cohen and his wife, the 
former June des, Champes, of stage 
in Monte Carlo for few wecks’ holi- 
day. i 


RKO exploiteer, here from | 


| Guy Bolton, 


So far it’s not hurting | 


a very | 


Met's | 


New Era Productions, a Melbourne | 


| Alexander 


| dance 
|towns, Borpat and Reval. 


Dorothy Lamour building 
| manse in Coldwater Canyon. 
English actor, getting 
| his first glimpse of the town. 

| Marina Korda, Hungarian player, 
| left hospital after operation. 


new 


| George Brent negotiating for a 
| hideaway in Soledad Canyon. | 
Nat Finston honored with birth- 


|day dinner by Metro associates. 

Phil Regan and the missus cele- 
brated 14th wedding anniversary. 

Archie Mayo and wife returned 
from tour of Europe and the Orient. 
| Sam Snider, Australian theatre 
|chain owner, prowling Paramount 
| lot. 

Lyons Weekland coming here from 
York for ‘Marie Antoinette’ 


of United Artists 
vacationing 


| New 

| role. 
Mark Silver, 

| Washington exchange, 

here. 

| Virginia Grey back from Frisco, 

| where she recuperated from pneu- 

| monia. 

Sid Rogell and bride, June Clay- 


| worth. home after eastern honey- 
} moon. . 

George Archainbaud and_ the 
|missus back from New York and 
Washington. 


Mrs. Phil Baker and children en 
|'route east to reopen their Long 
Island home. 

Charles Curran in from New York, 
where he resigned from the Donahue 
|& Coe agency. 
| Frances Hyland returned to 20th- 
Fox typewriter after fighting off 
| pneumonia threat. 

Collette Lyons’ returned after 
European engagement in ‘Follies of 
| Paris and London.’ 
| Lionel Barrymore discharged from 


(U). | hospital where he underwent treat- 
Sonja Henie is proving to be one | ment for a hip injury. 

of the biggest b.o. attractions| Floyd St. Johns, of San Francisco, 

throughout Australia. ‘Thin Ice’| Republic's Coast franchise holder, 


| here for studio confabs. 

Dixie Dunbar and Tommy Wonder 
| rehearsing dance routines for forth- 
coming eastern p.a. tour, 

Jessica Dragonette, back from 
Honolulu, will linger a few weeks 
before starting concert tour. 

Walter Hoffman, nephew of 20th- 
Fox producer Jerry Hoffman, joined 
Henry Rogers’ praisery staff. 

Maureen O’Sullivan showing her 
fellow countryman, John McCor- 
mack, sights on the Metro lot. 

William Kernell in Hollywood 
after nine months’ music and dialog 
stint for Alexander Korda in Lon- 
don, 

Spencer Tracy, on the mend fol- 
lowing intestinal operation, is plan- 
ning a South Seas trip as soon as his 
medicos give the o.k. 

Harry Sugarman, former theatre 
| manager and now owner of a Bev- 
‘erly Hills nitery, is on the mend 
lafter second major operation in 
three weeks. 








Berlin 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| Karl Bohm batoning in Florence. 
| 
} 
| 


Plaza, Berlin’s biggest variety 
house, reopened, 
Zeiss-Ikon turned out 7% divi- 


,dend for the season. 

Willem Mengelberg to lead Munich 
Philharmonic orchestra. ; 
| Walter Bruno Iltz, managing direc- 
tor of the State Theatre, Dusseldorr, 
contracted by Tobis. 
von 
recitals in 


giving 
Esthonian 


Swaine 
the 


‘Spinrstube,’ opera by the Hun- 
garian composer Zoltan Kodaly, 
preemed in Braunschweig. 

Luise Ullrich and Hilde’ Hilde- 
brandt signed for ‘The Day of 
Divorce,’ by Tobis, Paul Verhoeven 
directing. 


Clemens Andrijenko, Ukraine 
tenor, singing Italian, Russian_ and 
German songs in the Berlin Phil- 


harmonic. 

Hans Fidesser, of Deutsches opry, 
doing cuest performances at Nollen- 
dorf theatre in Lehar’s ‘The Land 
of Smile 

Astor Kurfurstendendamn earning 
top money with Guitry’s ‘The Pearls 
of the Crown’ with over 100,000 in 
attendance. 

Me; 
tavial 
Schnee’ 
Anny 


ver Hans Deppe shooting 
for Tobis film. 
in the Dolomite 
Ondra_ starring 
Telefunken going to build 
broadcasting stations .n Greece, 
exchange privilege for exclusive 
of them for next 25 years. 


ex- 
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OBITUARIES 





THEODORE MITCHELL 

Theodore Mitchell, 63, president and 
one of the founders of the Theatrical 
Managers, Agents and Treasurers 
Union, died Feb. 23 in his home in 
Beechurst, L. I., from a fail from a 
chair. 
overcame him and he toppled over. 

He went into the theatre in 1900, 
acting as press agent for Lillian 
Russell, John Drew and others. He 
formed a partnership with the late 


Jeff McCarthy to handle film road- 
\ 


shows, starting with ‘Birth of a Na-| 
tion,’ and including ‘The Big Parade,’ 
‘The Covered Wagon’ and ‘Way 


Down East.’ The partnership ended 
in 1926 and Mr. Mitchell formed the 
Theatrical Managers and Agents, 
forerunner of the present association. 
This he expanded into the present | 
setup, perfecting its formation only | 
recently. Before taking to the road 
he had been dramatic crilic of the | 
Cincinnati Enquirer. 
He is survived by his widow, a son 
and two brothers, | 
MRS. ISRAEL DAVIS | 
Mrs. Israel Davis, 69, died at Monte 
Carlo, Feb. 17. She was the first 
woman to control a picture house 
in England and built up a circuit 
while conducting her domestic du- 
ties for her husband and seven chil- 
dren. 
When the Ostrers took over Gau- | 
mont-British 10 years ago, she sold | 
out for $2,750,000. Her biggest gam- | 
ble was the erection of the Marble 
Arch Pavilion at a cost of $450,000. 
Its size was staggering to British pic- | 
ture people. 
ALEXANDER BEVANI 
Alexander Bevani (Beaven), 75, 
one-time grand opera impresario, 
died in Los Angeles, Feb. 24, of a 
lingering stomach ailment. | 
He sang at La Scala, Milan, opera, | 
and in Covent Garden, London. 
When he came to the U. S. he or- 
ganized the Romany Singers, a 
vaudeville grand opera aci. For past 
15 years he had lived in California. 
He was taken sick on return trip 
from Italy early this year. 








SAMUEL FERRAL 
Samuel Ferral, 81, trainer of circus 
horses and great friend of Colonel 
William (Buffalo Bill) Cody, died | 
Feb. 23 at his home in Pitman, N. J. | 
As a youth he went to Wyoming, | 
where he became a cowboy and later 
a stagecoach driver. Following a 
meeting with Cody he began more 
than 20 years’ association with the 
Buffalo Bill and Pawnee Bill Wild 
West circuses. 
JOHN GERNERT | 
John Gernecrt, 79, 
composer of show tunes back in the | 
80's and 90’s, died in Pittsburgh last | 
week by his own hand. An intimate | 
of Victor Herbert, Ethelbert Nevin | 
and Emil Paur, he once caused a | 
mild nation-wide controversy by re- | 
senting the fact in print that Stephen 
Foster was called a musician. He | 
was only a songwriter, Gernert in- 
sisted. 


BRUNO EINHORN 
Bruno Einhorn, 42, former cellist 


with the Philadelphia Orchestra, and | public, is en route from Hollywood | though some of antics on bad taste 


guest conductor of all WPA sym- 
phony orchestras n Pennsylvania, 
died of heart disease in 
Feb. 21. He had been conducting in 
Scranton for 10 days prior to his 
death and directed the WPA orches- 
tra at the Y.M.H.A. the night before 
he died. 


WILLIAM ULMAN 
William Ulman, attorney, 
first 
Lasky studios, died Feb. 22 in Bev- 
erly Hills. 





who 


Leaves a widow and son, William | 


Ulman, Jr., scenarist. 


JOSEPH RUSSO 
Joseph Russo, veteran Italian stage 
and radio actor, died in Jefferson 
hospital, Philadelphia, Feb. 27. 
Russo and his’ brother-in-law, 
Ralph Borelli, director of Italian 
programs on WPEN, pioneered 
Italian films in this cour ry. 





EGON DORN 
Ezon Dorn, 69, founder of the 
Simpl cabaret and one-time night 
entertainment King of Vienna, died 
in Rothschild hospital, Vienna. 
EDITH LEON 
Mrs. Edith Leon, 52, wi*c of Leon 
Leon (The Great Leon), magician, 
died Feb. 25 at San Diego, Calif.. 


while visiting her son, Lieut. Harry | 


Leon, U.S.M.C. She is survived by 


It is believed that drowsiness | 


| Monica. 


Scranton | 


incorporated Famous Players- | 


| her widower, another son, Leon M. 
Leon, studio sound technician, and a 
daughter, 

Mrs. Leon worked in her hus- 
band’s act for nearly 30 years. 





WILBERT M. HART 
Wilbert M. Hart, 69, former secre- 
tary of the Ohio State Racing com- 
mission, died Feb. 21, in a hospital 
at Wadsworth, O., after an iliness 
following an operation, 
T. J. WEATHERSTON 
T. J. Weatherston, 71, who was 
active in the promotion of the annual 
Ashtabula county fair for more than 
50 years, died Feb. 22, at his home at 
Jefferson, O. 





ALEXANDER BEVANI 
Alexander Bevani, 67, operatic im- 
presario, died Feb. 24 in Los Angeles 

following a protracted illness. 

He is survived by his widow. 





~“REDERICK EUGEN™ POWELL 


| English Bros., Felice Iula orch; ‘Snow 





Frederick Eugene Powell, 82, died 
n New Haven Feb. 27. Details in | 
the vaudeville section. | 

Mrs. Rebecca Skinner, 55, widow 
of the former president of Educa- | 
tional Pictures died as result of in- | 
juries when she plunged from the | 
eighth floor of the Prince George | 
hotel in New York Feb. 28. 





Mother-in-law of Hyman Schall- | 


man, Chicago agent, died in Chi- 
-ago, Feb. 27. 


Mother of Celia Bloom and moth- 
er-in-law of Bob Hill died in Chi- 
cago, Feb. 27. 


Father, 71, of Henry Henigson, film 
producer, died Feb. 27 in Mt. Ver- 
non, N. Y. 


Mother, 62, of Boyce de Gaw, 
scenarist, died Feb. 25 in Santa 


Father of J. Hull Wilson, Jr., press- 
agent, died at his home in Pittsburgh | 
Saturday (26). | 

! 
| 





Father of Charles Henderson, vocal 
supervisor on 20th-Fox ‘Alexander’s 


Ragtime Band,’ died Feb. 22, in Bos-| ander Santos & Co. Lee Dixon,| to police. 


ton, 
Mother, 80, of Gus McCarthy, Coast | 


trade paper reporter, died Feb. 21, in 
Santa Monica, Calif. 


Literati 





| 
| 











(Continued from page 52) 


well-known England. Plans a series of articles | 


on his European impressions. 
Arthur Murray’s ‘How to Become 
a Good Dancer’ appears in April 
under the Simon & Schuster imprint. 
Damon Runyon is on the Coast, 
conferring with Hearst, and looking 
over the ponies at Santa Anita. 
Charles Cooke, of the New Yorker 
mag, has written a novel tentatively 
| titled ‘The Circus.’ Story Press will 
; publish. 
Richard Sherman, who signed a 
new one-picture contract with Re- 


| to Cuba, where he will wind up five 

'mag writing assignments. 
News-Press is part of the Copley 

, chain. Longshoremen at San Pedro, 


-where Copley has another daily, are | 


| backing the’ guild. Strike 
|among papers in L. A. area. 

Ken, new mag, will headline a yarn 
}on the decline of the Theatre Guild 
|in its first issue, which hits the 
| stands on March 31. 


is first 


|ing the screen play for ‘Algiers,’ 
which Walter Wanger will use as 
Charles Boyer’s next picture. 

Christopher P. Connolly’s book, 
| ‘The Devil Learns to Vote; the Story 
of Montana,’ will be published 
posthumously by Covici this month. 

James R. McCarthy, writer of the 
cartoon strip, ‘Secret Agent X-9; 
and special writer for King Features, 
has scribbled ‘Special Agent,’ a new 
;mvstery novel. 
| William Saroyvan has given the 
manuscript of “Young Man on the 
Flying Trapeze’ to the League of 
American Writers, sales proceeds to 
benefit Spanish Loyalists. 

Charles Kaufman, who has been 
under contract to RKO as a scenar- 
list, has ch>-ked out and will devote 


his time to polishing his new novel, ' 


which has already been accepted by 
Harper's. 

Collier’s mag commissioned Rich- 
ard Engliss, currently writing for 


| week, 


| Massey and Westerners, Lee Dixon’s 


llost none of their power since last 
| appearance here. ; 
{songs adds some extra zip. 





James Cain, author of ‘The Post- | 
man Always Rings Twice,’ is writ- | 


Republic in Hollywood, to author a 
series of fiction yarns, first of which 
will be ‘No Time for Love.’ 
Herbert B. Nagler, slot man on the 
N. Y. Journal-American, and Michael 
Raymond have completed an origi- 


ing with rackets, which 
the rounds of studio story depart- 
ments. 





House Reviews 








EARLE, WASH. 


(Continued from page 45) 


gags, gestures and smart building 
gets house. Sinclairs slip on to hold 
curtains open for cast parade and 
show finishes to nice applause, en- 


gendered by Gilbert’s return. ; 
Craig. 


HIPP, BALTO 


Baltimore, Feb. 2 
Eddie Peabody, the Ghezzis, Nora 
Williams, Marian Belett & the 





~ 
‘. 


White’ (RKO). 


nal story, ‘Woman Prosecutor,’ deal- 
is making | 
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News From the Dailies 


This department contains rewritten theatrical news ttems as pub- 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco, Hollywood and London. 
these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 














East 





| Whiskey concern selling bridge 
ecards for 17c a deck to advertise 


its leading brands. 

New Jersey authorities consider 
removal of the tax on liquor brought 
into the state if less than one gallon. 
Rule hurts tourist trade. 

Elia Kazan, who left 
to stage ‘Casey Jones,’ 
Odets play now that 
folded. 
| Warsaw opera troupe on a sitdown 
|strike last week. Included stars, 
ballet, chorus and musicians. Hold- 
ing out for full pay. Sitting on the 
scenery, just to make sure. 

Sheila Barrett, Bill Robinson, 
Charles Kullman and 





the 


has 


back in 
‘Casey’ 


Thursday. : : 
President Butler, of Columbia U., 
names a committee to study radio 





‘Snow White’ in its third | 
Izzy Rappaport has juggled 
around his stage presentation, retain- 
ing Eddie Peabody for his third | 
week as m.c. and booking a new | 
surrounding bill. Running 40 minutes, 
current doings have attractive | 
Hawaiian background with Pea- 
body’s electric guitar featuring the 
musical accompaniment. 

With house band on stage, show | 
gets off to a tuneful medley in which | 
Peabody gives out handily with the | 
guitar. Brings on the Ghezzis next, | 
whose standard acrobatic work gets 
over solidly. Nora Williams, buxom 
songstress, follows with ‘Making 
up a Song,’ ‘I Need You,’ a rhumba 
arrangement and “‘Piccolo Pete,’ 
interspersed with some _ okay 
whistling. Strong throughout. 

Peabody takes hold of band here 
for pleasing interlude, followed by 
Marian Belett and the English Bros. 
in some hectic knockabout, favor- 
ably received. Closing by orchestra 
features specialty by Peabody, aided 


With 





by Paul Spitzbarth and Julius 
Bialack, housemen, followed by 
‘Down South’ medley. with entire 


orchestra whacking banjos for a 
strong curtain. Burm, 


MICHIGAN, DETROIT 


Detroit, Feb. 27. 
Monroe Bros., Puul Gerritz, Alex- 





Louise Massey & Westerners, Eduard | 
Werner’s orch; ‘Big Broadcast of: 
1938’ (Par). 

Stuff’s present, but current show 
he e doesn’t add up right. Indi- 
vidually, acts are okay, but as a 
closely knit unit, no soap. 

Although co-billed with Louise 


hoofing easily stands out, despite sag 
in his chatter. Femme partner is 
added asset tc film dancer’s foot- 
work, and off to nice hand. Miss 
Massey and her range tunes have 


Medley of range 
Paul 
Gerritz, a double for Robert Mont- 
gomery, gets across nicely with droll 
patter and expert roller skating. 
Ten-pin juggling and other antics 
are done well. 

Alexander Santos Co., two males 
and ditto femmes, offer some comical 
and serious ballet stuff. Males’ im- 
|personation of a ballerina gets "em 
a nice hand. Monroe Bros., in tramp 
|costumes, get plenty of laughs, 


| 
| 


side. 

Show runs off in about 40 minutes, 
and is preceded by a musical salute 
to late Dick Whiting, songwriter, 
| who lived in ~~ etroit and was friend 
of Eduard Werner, orchestra leader 
here. Werner's pit band turns in a 
spiffy medley of Whiting’s more pop 
tunes, with instrumental solos. 

Nice house at early evenings show 
Friday (25) evening. Pete. 








with a view to establishing its own 
station. 

Mrs. Lawrence ‘Townsend, of 
Washington, awarded the Handel 
medal for her promotion of musical 
interests. Medal is an_= annual 
awarded from the town of Halle, 
Germany, the composer's birthplace. 

Henry Huddleston Rogers, son of 
the late oil magnate, ordered by su- 
preme court to repay his father’s 
estate 25,000 borrowed money, 
which was lost in a film venture. 

Connecticut fans who came down 
to see their favorite Nathan Mann 
take a k.o. from Joe Louis pretty 
unruly on the way back home. Two 
of them, John and William Sirica, 
brothers, in Yorkville court for 
breaking a couple of train windows. 
Fined $7 each, which gave them the 
coin to get home on, since they had 
$10 apiece. 

Hugo Thimig, Viennese actor, his 
wife and son all down with a disease 
supposed to be psittacosis (parrot 
fever). 

Fashion show, ‘A Trip to Ber- 
muda,’ at La Conga last Wednesday. 
Benefit for Music Education League. 

New Negro Actors’ Guild held a 
ball. Savoy ballroom last night (1). 

Lee Simonson spoke on the mod- 
ern stage designer at the New The- 
atre school last Sunday. Second in a 
series. 

Fifth Ave. Assn. 
World’s Fair motorcade 
Says it will hurt business. 
Permit held up. 

Fire in the storeroom knocked out 
eight firemen at the Park Central 
last Thursday. Reserve c.airs and 
tables burned, but comparatively 
slight damage. 

Lily Pons christened the Reading 
road’s new streamline train 
week. 


protesting the 
April 30. 
Appeals 


aim to mix highbrows and lowbrow 
ditties on the same program in an 
effort to be different. 

Washington announces the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation has arrested 
Gaylord Forsythe, of Fonda, Ia., who 
is said to have admitted writing an 
extortion note to Clark Gable. 
used the name of a woman neigh- 
bor in the hope of getting her in 
trouble. 

Joseph F, Shadgen, of Jackson 
Heights, has brought suit for $1,000,- 
000 against the World’s Fair Commis- 
sion, alleging that the idea of the 
fair is his own. 

Roy LeMay out of the WPA‘... 
one-third of a nation.” Mumps. 

Salmaggi playing up local angle to 
boom his Hipp operas. Last Friday 
Jerry Cardinale, WPA diich digger, 
sung in ‘Traviata.’ Performance 
sponsored by American Labor Party. 

Jed Harris may cancel his project- 
ed London engavement of ‘A Doll’s 
House’ tu keep the company at the 
Broadhurst. 

John Golden has sold to Hans 
Dartsch the Norwegian rights to 
‘Susan and God.’ First sale abroad. 

Brooklyn Institute of Arts and 
Sciences held a magic carnival at the 





Embassy Newsreel, N. Y. 


The Golden Gloves and the pres- 


ent European turmoil provide the 
only punch to the collection of 
familiar items in this week’s Em- 


bassy program. The collection in- 
cludes an editorialized version of the 
European to-do involving Austria, 
but Vienna is omitted. 

Lew Lehr forces a couple of laughs 
by talking back to some ducks. He 
also takes an alienist test. 

A silent interview with Joseph P. 
Kennedy, U. S. Ambassador to Eng- 
land, is highlighted. Also shows 


him with eight of his nine children | 


who wave goodbye to 
his departure for his 
There’s also a shot of U. S. ambas- 
sador to Poland. Anthony Drexel 
| Biddle, and his wife. 

Harvey Gibson. Paramount banker, 
has his company's reel shoot him 
while he’s learning how to ski. So- 
ciety reels toiter. 

Damage to Brazilian shores by a 


pappy upon 
new post. 


hurricane and the customary plugs 
for Florida are interwoven. There's 


lalso a train derailment and Califor- 
nia effectively contributes the Santa 
Anita Handicap. Shan, 


Academy of Music Saturday. Numer- 
|ous magi contributed. For kids. 

| Paul Vincent Carroll, Irish drama- 
| tist, due to arrive next week for his 
first visit. Plans to remain about a 
month. 

| Authors’ League took a benefit at 
the Rainbow Room last Sunday 
afternoon. . 
| Bishop Boyle. Pittsburgh, bans 
| Bingo in the 444 Catholic churches 
(of the Pittsburgh district. Applies 
to all similar games. 

Sam Grisman now interested in 
the new One Act Plays Theatre 
group. Will give its productions 
stage room. 

Fannie Ward, ex-pic and stage, in 
| collapse in Miami over death of her 
| daughter, Lady Plunkett, killed in a 
plane crash last week 

Judge William ODwver to be 
grand marshal of the St. Patrick 
parade. 

Giovanni Martinelli, Met star. who 
collapsed Friday during a_ special 
performance of ‘Aida,’ will appear 
iin a concert at the Plaza Friday and 
on the radio Sunday. Ascribes his 
condition to eating crabmeat. 

Maurice Golden, theatrical pro- 
ducer, lists mother-in-law trouble as 
'the chief cause of his marital woes 


‘Golden Boy’ } 


| in the litigation between him and hig 
| wife for a divorce. 

Albert Warner, of WB film pro- 
| ducing firm, reported the lifting of 
| $90,000 worth of jewelry from his 
| winter home in Miami Beach yes- 
| terday (28). Thief gained entrance 
through a second floor window and 
| grabbed the sparklers from a bed- 
room closet while the Warners slept 
nearby. Actual loss was not esti- 
mated but the 13 pieces taken were 


insured for the above figure. 
Four thugs, tagged the Singin 


Bandits, made off with $754 from an 
office at 1472 Broadway Monda, 
Quartette entertained their victims 
with snatches of Italian operas. 
Tuesday’s gale swayed the RCA 
building in Radio City, N. Y., and 
| other tall edifices enough to move 


| pictures on the walls. 


Bob Crosby's | 
band entertained the Wailing Ghosts, | 
|luncheon club, at the Waldorf last 


| Choice’ both Saturday shows. 


| 


Atlantic City, N. J., inaugurates a 
50 cent license tax on bicylcles. 

_ First_five-suit bridge decks arrive 
in N, Y. Fifth, or ‘Royal’ suit hag 
crowns, 

Columbia U. show will bar girls 
from its cast. Used girls last vear 
and precipitated a small riot. ~ 

Leslie Banks out of ‘Wine of 
j Min ) 
operation for shoulder trouble. 

Players’ annual spring revival will 
be scenes from some of Edwin 
Booth’s greatest successes. Prob- 
ably will start May 30. Booth was 
one of the founders of the club 
which is housed in his former home 

Professional Women’s League cele- 
brated its 45th anniversary with a 
dinner Sunday evening. —~ 

Sergei Eisenstein, Russia’s top film 


producer, to start ‘Russ,’ patriotic 
film. 
NVA awards life membership to 


George M. Cohan at its annual meet- 


| ing last Sunday. 


last | 
High-Low concerts at the Waldorf | 


Robia Lee and Joan Tozzer, U. S. 
amateur skating champs for 1938 

Normandie cruise passengers re- 
port more than $500,000 spent by the 
tourists in Rio. 

N. Y. Light Opera Guild announces 
five winners in its contest for roles 
in spring production of ‘Sun Dance.’ 
They are Joan Raffa, Romolo de@ 
Spirito, Chief Yowlanche, Erika 
Zaranova and Floyd Worthingham. 





Coast 


Jackie Coogan faces trial on speed- 
ing charges for the second time 
within four months as a result of his 
arrest in Ventura. 

Music library of late Ernestine 
Schumann-Heink remains in posses- 
sion of Pomona College, to which 
she bequeather it, under ruling of 
L. A. court in a suit brought by her 
son, Ferdinand, to transfer it to the 

(Continued on page 55) 


MARRIAGES 


| Irene Gubbins to Jack Harold Paar 
in Cleveland, Feb. 14. He is an- 
|nouncer with WGAR, Cleveland. 

Esther Sandson to Jack Schiff, fn 
New York, Feb. 23. Bride is sec- 
retary to Martin Block of WNEW. 

Kay Weber to Leo Stroh in Des 
Moines, Feb. 21. He is radio guitar- 
'ist in Des Moines. 
| Helene Lane to Don Downen in 
_Los Angeles, Feb. 19. Bride is in 
| Selznick script department, he is in 
| Warner accounting department. 
| Rita Schmidt to Joe Higgins in 
|New York Feb. 27. Bride is non- 
|pro. Groom is with WNEW. 

Eva Pace to William F. McDer- 
|;mott in Cleveland, Feb. 21. He is 
|columnist and dramatic critic of 
| Plain Dealer, 
| Shelby Paine to Douglas Fowlev 
| in San Francisco Feb. 21. He is film 
| actor. 

Marjorie de Vore to James Prad- 
dick, in Cincinnati, March 1. Bride 
is member of the de Vore Sisters, 
| vocal trio on WLW, groom non-pro 
| Mary Bourke to Arthur Godfrey, 
;in Wash., D. C., Feb. 24. Bride has 
been with NBC program dept. in 
Washington, Godfrey is an announcer 
on WJSV, CBS-owned capital sta- 
tion. 

Ruth Clark to Dean Markham 
Palm Springs, Feb. 26. Bride is 
artist’s model; he is head of conti- 
nuity department, KHJ, Los Angeles 

Ruth Timmons to Lester Hamme! 
in New York, Feb. 25. Bride for- 
merly in legit; he’s with Williax 
Morris office. 


BIRTHS 

Mr. and Mrs. Philip Bok Thomp- 
son, son, in Waterbury, Feb. 2! 
Father with WATR. 

Mr. and Mrs. J. Willitts Frenc’ 
daughter, in Atlantic City, Feb. 2 
Father and mother are in the Sie 
Pier water circus. 

Mr. and Mrs. Milton Harker, so" 
in Los Angeles, Feb. 27. Fathet 
International News’ Hollywood ¢)+- 
respondent. 
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SPECS CAUGHT SHORT 
AT LOUIS- MANN BOUT 


Speculators around Madison 
Square Garden failed to get rid of 
hundreds tickets for the Joe 


Louis-Nathan Mann fight last week, 


of 


although the box office showed 
capacity attendance. An hour be- 


fore the match, ringside tickets with 
a box office rate of $16.50 were be- 
jng disposed of at any price, some 
going for $3. 

Count 
gallery 


more than 500 
reached the 


showed that 
tickets never 
ticket takers and an equal number 
of other moderately priced paste- 
poards were not in evidence either. 

Several thousand New Havenites 
came down to see Mann knocked out. 
All sported lapel buttons and were 
easy marks for gamblers who laid 
odds of five to one and upwards. 
Visitors did not squawk but strung 


along with Mann, who cracked that 
anyway ‘he’s champion of Con- 


necticut.’ 


Femme PA’s, S.A. | 














1) 


they trade to columnists, et al., for 
return favors find men more talka- 
tive in their presence. 

Some of the girls are independent 
operators, but most are partnered. 
Only those belonging to the theatr ical 
category are members of the The- 
atrical Managers, Agents and 
Treasurers. However, number ac- 
counted for embraces nearly every 
conceivable type of business from 
fashions, films, theatre and ad agen- 
cies to commercial enterprises. 
a few very social, upper-crusters 
have tried their hands at praising. 

Attesting to the marital prospects 
are the presence of Phyllis Perlman 
(Mrs. Theron Bamberger, producer ); 
Dorothy Ross (Mrs. George Ross, N. 
Y. World-Telegram columnist); Dee | 
Lowrance (Mrs. Herbert Drake, N. | 


(Continued from page 


Y. Herald-Tribune drama_ dept.); Approval of L. A. court on_new 
Florence Marx (Mrs. Bosley Crow- | $300-a-week contract with Edith | 
ther, N. Y. Times drama dept.);| Fellows, moppet, with Columbia | 
Adele Brown (Mrs. John R. Brown, | Pictures. was asked in a petition | 


N. Y. Herald Tribune society dept.); | 


| to file 


Even | 





| News of Dailies 


(Continued from page 54) 





University of Southern California on 
the ground latter 
his mother with a 
degree. 

Barbara Stanwyck’s ranch home in 
the San Fernando valley was raided | 
| by burglars, 
elry. furs and 
$9,365. 

Marital differences 
Helen Coburn, former 
a divorce suit 
Auerbach, 


doctor of music 


clothing valued at 


which caused 
screen actress, 
against George 
studio writer and produc- 


tion executive, have been adjusted, | 
with the pair effecting a reconcilia- 
tion, 

Frank Capra was cleared of 


charges of smuggling a brace of wild 
ducks across the border from Mexico 
when U. S. district judge threw the 
|case out of court. 

Only picture names in new issue 
of Southern California social register 
are Harold Lloyd, family of the late 


Will Rogers, Cecil B. DeMille, John 
G. Blystone, Anthony Queen, De 
Mille’s son-in-law, John Wayne, and 
Douglass Montgomery. 

Contested divorce action of Ruth 
Clifford, silent picture star, against 
James A. Cornelius, has been set for 
trial in L. A. 


Jimmy Fritz, Hollywoed publicity 
man. charged with issuing worthless 
checks, is in Los Angeles county jail 
awaiting trial March 7 in Superior 
court, 


Louis B. Mayer purchased a 320- 
acre estate near Calabasas, Calif. 
Eleanore Whitney, film dancer, 


{sued by her father for support. 


Nunnally Johnson, film producer, | 
has paid Mrs. Marian Johnson $25,000 
in cash and will continue to give her 
$100 weekly, it was revealed through 
filing of a property settlement agree- 

'ment in an L. A. court as a prelim- 
|inary to trial of Mrs. Johnson's ac- 
tion for divorce. 


Harry Revel was sued for $75,000 
|in L. A. by Leo D. Greenfield, who 
| charges the songwriter’s police dog 
bit him. 


| Jean Berry, screen player, whose | 
'real name is Jean Laverty, has filed 
la $50,000 breach of promise action 
iin L. A. against William Hamilton, 
film editor and director. 


filed by her mother. 





Frances Simon (Mrs. Bernard Simon, | 


press agent); 
Friend, N. Y. 


Dorothy Kay (Mrs. Ted 
Mirror niterv editor), 
Marjorie Barkentin (Mrs. Oliver 
Saylor, press agent), 
Fleischman (Mrs. Edward Bernays, 
press agent). 
Five Classifications 

Remainder of the girl are, 
theatricals: Winifred Cameron, Ruth 
Benedict, Elise Chisholm (on year 
round salary from Dwight Wiman, 
show or not, and one of two with a 
mink coat); Helen Deutsch 
mink owner); Mollie Steinber 
Ward, Bess Beatty, 
producer), Laurella Val-Mery. 
Dalrymple (also concerts), Martha 
Dreiblatt, Edna Ocko; (2) in nite 
clubs): Dorothy Kay, Phyllis Kraus, 
Jean Roisman, Bissell Brooke (and 
commercial); (3) films and theatres: 
Hortense Schorr, Ruth Schwerin, 


(1) in 


g, Mary 


Chelle Janis, Blanche Livingstone, 
Hazel Flynn, Bessie Mack (also 
radio); (4) in radio: Cornelia 
Straussburg, Epsie Kinnard, Doro- 


thea Beckman, Buda Baker (agency), 
Helen Strauss (agency), and (5) mis- 
cellaneous: Anr 
ler Eve Love, Dorothy Gates, Joan 
Kline, Dorothy Haas, Paulyna 
C’Brien, Ann Ford, Xenia Colaer, 


Ruth Maier, Constance Hope, Darle | 


Jormel, Helen Mobert, Frances Haw- 
kins (ast three in concerts): 


Morrison. 


Not to mention the army in Holly- 
wood. 


Low, but Black 


Spokane, March 1. 

Net profit of the Spokane Racing 
and Fair Association for the 1937 
Season at Playfair was $3,551, lowest 
in its three-year history, according 
to the financial report filed with the 
city council. 

Profits in 1935 were $8,297 and in 
1936, $15,235. Gross revenue for the 
three years was $463,407, and operat- 
Ing expenses and taxes were $434.,- 
629. Association asked for renewal 

lease on fair grounds for 1938 sea- 


UPPING READERS 
Zanesville, O., March 1. 
City council here has been asked 
to consider upping circus licenses 


from $25 a day to $100. 


The present 
$95 


fee is said by Dr. FE. O. Dennis. 
President of council. to be the lowest 
of any city in this section of the 


country, 


and _ Doris | 


(other | 


Ann Avers (also | 
Jean | 


Silver, Julia Chand- | 


Elita | 
Wilson, Helen Oakley and Marion | | 


Showmen’s Confab im N. Y. 





National Showmen’s 
recently formed 
lof circus, exhib, carny and conces- 
sion people, holds its second meet- 
ing at Piccadilly hotel, N. Y., tomor- 
|row (Thursday) to launch a mem- 
bership drive. Group is presidented 
‘by George Hamid, 

Similar to the Showmen’s League | 
of America, Chicago, outfit, it 
strictly a get-together group which 
seeks a membership of 600 by the 
fall, embracing employer and em- 
ployee members. A ladies auxiliary 
is also included, Will hold twice- 
monthly meets. 


W. Va. Fairs 


Fairmont, W. Va., March 1. 
Directors of 12 county and regional 
fairs selected dates for the 1938 
| events at a meeting of the West Vir- 
ginia Association of Fairs held at 
| Charleston, 





Tewisburg, Aug. 29- 


fair, Dunbar, Sept. 


Greenbrier 
Sept 4: Kunawha free 
} 3-11; Clay county, Clay, Sept. 21-24; Nich- 
olas county, Summersville, Sept, 15-18; 
ahontas couniy, Marlinton, Aug. 
Webster county, Camp Caesar, Sept. 

Braxton county, Sutton, Sept. 12-17: 
etie county, Beckwith, Aug, 19-202 F: 

fair, Jackson's Mill, Sept, 20-23; 
) regional Four-H fair, Oglebay Park, 

Wheeling, last week in August; Rite 
county, Pennsbore, Aug, 30-Sept. 2; 
} county, Petersbura, Sept. 14-16. 


| Officers were re-elected as 
lows: J. B. Sydensticker, of Lewis- 
burg. pres.: J. O. Knapp. of Morgan- 
town, sec., and Fred C. Allen, of 
Marlinton, v. p. 


Bills Next Week 


valley, 


5-10: 
Fay- 
vireH 
Panhandle 


(Continued from page 46) 
Carmen Nat Club 
Jessie Wheatley Foull) Rleeter 

‘ ills 
Phvllis Merey Daifyd 
- 
Lind & Masen Pines 
. “9 Biad Hunt Ore 
q3¢0 Clair 


Plaza Cafe 
New Peon 


Jimmy Peston Ore 
Carl Moore Ore | Aelele St. Clair 
P t'velones 

Nixon Cafe 3 Sophisticates 
H Middleman Ore Show Bat 
Sallv Hurhes } Al Marsico Ore 
Harry Stevens Hobby Peters 
(ilive White Lucille ta hav 
> @MSenrze \ e Vargaser 
h co. es ; Deundas 
! Crurele joe Thema 
Angelo l balun Vee Ames Gii5 


was first to honor | 


who made off with jew- 


Association, | 
social-welfare org | 


is | 


fol- | 


($25, 353 Suit Vs. Amus. 
Park Over Loop-O-Plane | 


New Orleans, March 1. 


A question of possible lability of | 


an amusement resort 
of whose devices a user allegedly 
suffered a broken neck was presented 
Thursday (24) to Civil Judge Nat 
Bond in the $25,353 damage suit of 
Mildred J. Waugespack against tre 
| Playland Corp., operators of Pont- 
chartrain Beach and its insurer, the 
| Associated Indemnity Corp. Judge 
Bond took the maiter under advise- 
ment. 

Miss Waugespack declared 
she sustained the injury while riding 
in a ‘Loop-O-Plane,’ aerial device on 
| May 5. She said nobody warned ker 
|of its dangerous features, and _ its 
| sudden stop threw her backward so 

violently it fractured vertebrae. 

Officials of the park denied the 

machine hazardous and pointed out 
thousands of persons have used 
it at the park and elsewhere without 

injury. They further alleged that a 
| person using such a machine has 
seen jts operation before boarding it 
and cannot claim ignorance of its 
movements. 


that 


’ 
that 


Plays on B’way 








CHEAPSIDE 


(Continued from page 48) 


ages laboriously 
| ping business. 

While the play’ s possibilities as a 
|'box office attraction are certainly 
nil, the work of the group is entitled 
to sympathetic praise and can bear 
| watching. Outstanding performance 
| was given by Ellen Van Vilkenburg, 
| as the mother. 

Audience at the Play Room Club 
is seated on chairs placed on stepped 
platforms. There no curtain. 
| Total house capacity for this show 
|is 48, but varies up to 65 with seat- 
| ing arrangement being different for 
j}each show. For this script, which 
was certainly one of the grimmest 
possible selections, proximity of the 
audience to the players, who can be 
touched from the front row, created 
|}an awesome effect. 
=_—" will be eight performances 
ina 


| (oe neeeerrnneneerennene 


ONE EVERY MINUTE 


to be a fairly grip- 


is 


i Comedy in three ects (five 


scenes) pre- 
sented at the Show Shop Theatre, N, Y., 
Fel. 28, 38, by the American Show Shop 
Written by Lodeviek Vroom: directed by 
| George B Dowell settings by William 
Kline: $1.65 top. 
Mra. Gobel. ....e.. @cccce ..Mabel Cochran 
Phylis Palmer..... e+eee- Nancy Applewhite 
| Percy Hart...ccce eecse ..Jdack Stapleton 
| Herbert Cass tacees Frank Hilliard 
SRO WIG. cckcces CO ecscccesess Walter Black 
| DENA 6.066. 9:6,5.940800500445 045655 Lita Lede 
| Vestal Vanniman........ Henrietta Norman 
RPSNUE COOTGON. ..4.0%sctaeeue Ernest Symons 
| Pe P0b4-64 404066 s aa ees John Zimmerman 
q | Brown. soseeaneed Alan Stann 
Upholsterer’s ‘Assists ant. reeey Arthur L. King 
| George Parket eccccceccese simen Gaines 
| Miss Stevens...... Co bbe besos Bessie Wynn 
nee, EPCRA $6600606630455084 Irene Bel) 
Byron Moran...ecccecsceses+-Huwin Christie 
Blackey COC CCC OOOOH Eres sc Os aeees BRlackéy 
Voliceman..... 6066008608000 068 Bryan Owen 


Tryout group's third effort is its 
most promising to date, but what- 
ever merit the play might have as 
entertainment is considerably ham- 
pered by the presentation. It’s diffi- 
cult to tell whether this might not 
be a fair comedy if it were more 
competently done. Currently produc- 





| tion is by the Show Shop as an 
|} agency, in hopes of selling It to a 


Broadway management. 

| Plot has a whirlwind press agent 
inducing an author to back his own 
play. Writer is of the Milquetoast 
variety, and is talked into it, p. a. 
| wishing to promote his own ambi- 
; tions as a producer. Actress whom 
the scribbler has engaged as a secre- 
| tary is cast in leading role. Once the 
| show is in rehearsal, bills mount, the 
|angel-author sinks in more dough, 


‘a name. Author, 
|come enamored of his secretary- 
actress, but not strong or smart 
enough to stop her being replaced. 
Show flops amidst general headaches 


however, has be- 


is 


and farcical confusion. and author 
who should be cured of playwright- 
ing is reconciled to his girl. Curtain 
falls just as he gets a new idea for 
another bad play 

Author of the comedy is Lodewick 
Vroom, executive director and presi- 
dent of the Theatrical Managers, 
i Agents and Treasurers Union. 

No Fair; Just Fees 
Columbus, O., March 1. 

Attorney General Herbert S. 
Duffy has applied to Gov. Martin L. 
Davey for authority to take action 
against directors of the Lawrence 
County Agricultural Society, who, 
he said. were ‘perpetuating them- 
alves in office for the sole purpose 
of drawing a measly tipend each 
Veal 

Directors. he advised the governor 
have not held a county fair on the 
county fuir grounds for several year 
end have only one way of securing 
funds. by leusing the grounds. 


operator on one | 
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WHAT THEY THINK 


That European Switch 


New York, Feb. 22. 

Editor, VaAnrtery: 

| We read, with interest. your story 
(issue Feb. 9) regarding the song 
‘Eleven More Months and Ten More 
| Days,’ the recording of which was 
| Brower over the air by Martin Block 
| because of the many phone calls 
| which raised an objection. As 
|writers of this song, we couldn't 
j}imagine anything objectionable 
about it, as we have sung the ng 
many times over the alr, a ell as 
at hundreds of charity alfa n 


and the leading lady is replaced by | 


| cluding many churches 
| When we heard that it ' 


( 


t 


you have a good 


an Am- 
brose recording, made in England 
| we investigated. Through Martin 
| Block, we learned that the objection 
| was over the word ‘n ‘r,’ used sev- | 


toat 


revis 


eral times in a verse 
when the song was 
Continent. We have 
hillbilly songs (not that we brag 
about it) for years, and at no time 
have we ever used the word ‘nigger,’ 
‘smoke,’ or any other word that 
might reflect on a race or creed. 


Evidently, ‘nigger’ is entirely un- 
objectionable in England, as the rec- 
ord was a terrific seller over there 
On the contrary, the English pub- 
lishers changed our words ‘cala- 
boose,’ ‘corn,’ ‘baseball,’ etc., 
form with British slang which could 
be understood by their market. 
Hence, the innocent broadcasting 
here of the record by Martin Block. 

We hope that the ‘kickers’ will un- 
derstand that neither Martin Block 
ner we were responsible for the 
‘boner.’ 

Arthur Fields and Fred Hall. 


Round Table on Town Hall 
Chicago, Feb. 24. 
Editor, Variety: 

VARIETY story about my 
the Round Table was all wrong. 
The letter was not an echo of the 
success of the ‘Town Hall Meeting of 
the Air.’ Until a month ago, 
was no publicity effort whatsoever 
on our part for the Round Table. Its | 
big audience was achieved entirely | 
through its own merit. The letter 
simply marked the start of a pub- 
licity program on our part. 


sed for the 
been writing 





letter on 





Far from objecting to the success 
of the ‘Ttown Hall Meeting,’ we wish 
that there were more like it. The 
more and better gocd 
programs there are on the air the 
attention for the Round Table and 
getting the network more interested 
in it. 

Bill Morgenstern, 
Public Relations Dept. 
University of Chicago. 





Joshua Lowe Remembers 


Lond n, Feb. 14. 
Editor, Variety: 

Your front page splash in issue of 
Jan. 26 about late dining hurting the 
legit contains no mention of the fact 
that it was tried out in New York, as 
near as I can remember, about 20 
years ago. AsI recall it, it was more 
or less of a scheme on the part of 


theatre traffic over a longer period, 
to relieve the congestion, One show, 
I distinctly remember, 


Collier for the star, and I believe it 





was at the Longacre theatre. The 
scheme didn't last long. 
I don’t know if any of the other 
houses tried it. Jolo, 
| Highbrow Variety! 
Greensboro, N. C., Feb. 22. 


Editor, VARieETyY: 

From time to time you and a num- 
| ber of other highbrow editors have 
|taken occasion to malign that great 
American institution, the hillbilly! 

As a member of the tribe and 
friend of these artistes it is with 
vreat pleasure that I enclose you 
herewith a complete vindication by 
the highest authority of all, none 
other than Miss Dorothy Dix her- 
self 

From the Greensboro Putriot, I 
quote 

Dear Miss Dixr—I am married 
to an old-time fiddler and here is 
my trouble: He fiddles all the 
time he is at home. I like to qo 
places and see things, but he wants 
to stay home and fiddle. If he does 
go, he takes h fiddle along. If 1 
go and leave him at home, he stays 
up and plays late at night. He gets 
up and cooks wy breakfast and 
does his laundry. but he refuses 
to help cool the erening meal 
Please advise tee hat to do as J 
om thinking aoout getlriu a Uii- 
vorce if he doesnt quit fiddling 


had Willie | 


was added 


und help me more with the housee 
vork, 
Heart-Broken Wife 
Answer: 
Why, lady, you dowt kiow when 


thing! A husband 


who will get up and cook wour 
breakfast for you and who has ino 
other wice than fiddling is noth- 
ing less than a gift from heaven, 
and you should go down on your 
knees giving thanks for your bless- 
ng instead of chucking it inte the 
divorce court. 
Read and be ashamed, vou high 
brow! 
Edney Ridge 
President, Station WBIG 
Joe Rines Rc: lis 
New York, Feb. 21 
Editor, Variety: 
Radio has come a long way since 


to con-| 


hear the broadcasts. 


there | 


we oldtimers started broadcasting 


somewheres near 1920. I wonder how 
many veterans of the dial can re- 
member those good old days when 
the radio used to take from five to 
six minutes to warm up before it 
could play—when there were sc 


many dials and switches 
they could be 
adults—if sober? 
In those days you could count the 
number of radio comedians 
little finger. And he didn’t make 
enough to support a wise-cracking 
wife—let alone a consort of stooges 


the sets 


by 


on 


operated only 


on your 


and scriptwriters. One never knew 
what a Hollywood glamour § star 
sounded like in those days. You 
never heard from them on_ the 
screen and programs emanating 
from the Coast just weren't. The 
only loudspeakers we had were a 
pair of earphones in a cut glass 


bowl which amplified the sounds <o 
that more than one person could 
A radio set 
consisted practically of an oatmeal 
box and 20 or 30 feet of wire. Re- 
member when mother or dad used to 
send the children down with the 
battery to have it recharged so that 
the radio would be acting its best 
when company arrived that night? 


| Remember? 


- | 
educational | 


better chance we will have of getting | 


|Object of the group is more 


Joe Rines. 





Coin Ops Org. in Pa. 

Philadelphia, March 1. 
About 100 coin machine ops from 
all over Pennsy met in Harrisburgh 
to form Pennsylvania Amuse. Ma- 
chine Association. Martin Mitnick, 
of Philly, elected temporary prez, 
fair 


| regulatory legislation and reduction 
|of present tax of $21.63 a year on 





| 
| 
| 


| 








the police to endeavor to spread the | 


|each machine. 


Complaints were made at the con- 
fab that coin machines were being 
used as political footballs by ‘phoney 
reformers.’ 


Another Shriner Circus 
March 1, 
Shriners have leased Butler Uni- 
versity Fieldhouse, northwest of city, 
to present indoor circus March 7-12, 
with afternoon and evening per- 


Indianapolis, 


| formance wily. 


| track, with basketball floor 


Hoot Gibson and other performers 
will do their stuff on the 
removed 
for the week, college netmen having 
completed their schedule of games. 


Race Driver Killed 

Savannah, Ga., March 1]. 

George Porter Way, 26, Norwich, 
Conn., race driver, died of head 
jury Feb. 23, incurred in 
tion Sunday before on fair 
track. Way’s auto left track on 
turn, smashing into tree, driver be- 
ing hurled agains* two limbs of tre< 


indoor 





Ifie 
compete 
grouncs 


He never fully regained conscious- 
ness. 

Wife, son and parent: VIVE 

WESTERN FAIR'S RED 
London, Can., March 1]. 

Western Fair, second largest wne 
nual exhibition in Canada, lost $1)0.- 
357 on the 1937 exhibition. Th s 
was slightly above the estimated 
figure in an interim financial repe:t 

ued ua few weeks after the exhibie 
ton 

J. H. Saunders, veteran president 
of the Western Fair board wes rc- 
elected, with W. E. Robertson «id 
Senator E. S. Little as v.p.’ O.n er 
officers elected were: Tre rer, 
(;corge S. Jewell: cretary. Wolter 
Jackson, and auditor, H. Sing 

The 1938 exhibition wil be Inle 
the week of Sept. 12, 
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AT YOUR BECK AND CALL + YOU WENT TO MY HEAD 





THE MORNING AFTER YOU'RE OUT OF THIS WORLD TO ME 
MODERN MUSICAL NOVELTIES 


Introducing two new composer-arrangers who will create new musical vogues for 1938— 


MOROCCO wermm *& JAYWALK pan anc | 


The One They All Are Talking About 














7 ut ~~ ht OD 
Hans Be. 


SHOOT THE LIKKER TO ME, JOHN BOY 


. (Written and Arranged by Artie Shaw) * Brunswick Record No. 7976 — 





eoetete 
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flso 
HOT TAMALES * BAGOO * BOUNCING IN THE BOWL * JUMPING JACK FE 
HANDS FULL 0’ SWING * THE MADAM SWINGS IT * FANCY FINGERS : 


TwoNew RAYMOND SCOTT Piano Novelties of 
157 WEST 57th STREET * THE SLEEPWALKER K 


OUTSTANDING VOCAL STANDARDS 


SONG OF , LITTLE TOWN IN THE eS 
THE OPEN ROAD OULD COUNTY DOWN 


By ALBERT HAY MALOTTE 


A THOUSAND HITS OF YESTERDAY ¢ IRVING BERLIN fie 



























































Including: on 
SOMEONE ELSE MAY BE THERE WHILE I'M GONE WHEN THE MIDNIGHT CHOO CHOO LEAVES ti 
WHEN | LOST YOU FOR ALABAM' | Re 
OH! HOW I HATE TO GET UP IN THE MORNING THIS 1S THE LIFE ca 
ALEXANDER'S RAGTIME BAND WAIT TILL YOU SEE ME WITH MY SWEETIE cl 
WHEN I LEAVE THE WORLD BEHIND HOW CAN I FORGET r 
| WANT TO BE IN DIXIE (WHEN THERE'S SO MUCH TO REMEMBER) etc. ot 

AND THE SONGS FROM MUSICAL PRODUCTIONS INCLUDING: ; 

WATCH YOUR STEP - STOP, LOOK AND LISTEN - YIP, YIP, YAPHANK, etc., etc. 





ABC MUSIC CORPORATION 
799 SEVENTH AVENUE, NEW YORK CITY 


FRANK HENNIGS, Manager 








Philadelphia + Boston + Cleveland . Cincinnati + Chicago + Los Angeles 


+ representatives to be announced later 
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